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PREFACE. 


THE collection of documents contained in the following 
pages forms part of the University of London Historical 
Series, and is designed primarily for the use of under- 
graduate members of that University, who are taking the 
economic history of the Tudor period as their special 
subject. Some attempt has been made, however, to in- 
clude material which has not hitherto been available 
except in manuscript, and it is hoped that parts of the 
book will not be wholly without interest to students of 
more mature years. The present volume will be followed 
by two others, which will appear shortly. Volume II. 
will contain documents relating to foreign trade and com- 
mercial policy, colonial enterprise, shipping, monopolies, 
the money market, taxation, and the Poor Law. Volume 
III. will consist mainly of contemporary pamphlets and 
memoranda, together with selections from certain books 
not easily accessible. The great majority of our docu- 
ments fall within the years 1485 and 1603; but we have 
included a few both before the earlier and after the later 
date. 

The plan of the series to which the book belongs pre- 
cludes even a summary discussion of the history of the 
period covered by it. Since the text is more important 
than the commentary, we do not regret the limitation. 
We may be allowed, however, to explain briefly the method 


which we have followed in choosing and arranging its 
v 
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contents. Economic documents which stand out like the 
high landmarks in constitutional history are few, and 
any selection from so inexhaustible a mass of material 
must necessarily be somewhat arbitrary. What we have 
endeavoured to do is to secure that the principal phases 
and problems of English economic history from 1485 to 
1603 shall be fairly represented. We have attempted to 
throw light on them from different angles, and have there- 
fore preferred to include as many varieties of documents 
as our space allowed, instead of giving several examples of 
the same type. At the cost of including some redundant 
matter, we have preferred as a rule to print hitherto un- 
published documents in extenso, and to leave our readers 
to form their own estimate of the gist of them, rather than 
to offer mere selections. And since ideas are as important 
as events, we have not excluded documents which illustrate 
the mind of the age on economic questions rather than the 
facts of economic organization. Finally, we have been 
influenced in our decision as to what should be included 
not merely by the intrinsic importance of particular 
documents but by the degree to which they are already 
available for the use of students. Naturally, in making 
a representative collection, it was not possible to avoid 
reprinting a large number which dre easily accessible else- 
where. But it does not seem to us that it is the function 
of the compilers of a book of historical documents to save 

students the trouble of consulting for themselves the 
Statutes of the Realm or the Acts of the Privy Council. 
Hence when we had to choose between the inclusion of 
additional specimens of legislation on such matters as the 
depopulation of land, the woollen industry, or poor relief, 
and that of unprinted material illustrative of the same 
subject, we deliberately sacrificed the former. Our collec- 
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tion must be regarded, in fact, as supplementary to the 
more easily accessible sources, not as a substitute for them. 
As it is, considerations of space obliged us to omit rather 
more than a third of the material of which we had in- 
tended to make use. 

The question of the form in which to print our docu- 
ments caused us some trouble, as did that of their arrange- 
ment. What we have done is to extend all abbreviations, 
but otherwise to keep the original spelling, inserting such 
stops as appeared to be necessary in order to make the 
matter intelligible to the modern reader. In the matter of 
arrangement the general principle which we have followed 
is to divide each volume into sections corresponding to 
certain broad departments of economic life, and to print 
the documents falling within each section in chronological 
order, except in the rare cases when there was some 
special reason for placing in close proximity to each other 
documents separated in time. The relation between the 
different phases of the economic life of the age was, how- 
ever, too close for such a division to be other than highly 
artificial. Agriculture and the woollen industry, gild 
rules and the industrial policy of the State, currency 
questions and the foreign exchanges—to give only a few 
examples out of many—are obviously intimately connected 
with each other, and the student who desires to find all 
the relevant material upon any one subject will be obliged, 
therefore, to seek it in several different sections of these 
volumes. 

It only remains for us to express our thanks to the 
fellow-workers in the same field whose kind assistance has 
made it possible for us to give this book such utility as it 
possesses. We have throughout had the advantage of 
the advice of Professor Unwin, whose knowledge of the 
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economic history of our period is unrivalled, and of our 
colleague, Mr. J. E. Neale, who, in addition to much 
friendly criticism, undertook the thankless task of read- 
ing our proofs. We are also indebted to Mr. A. H. 
Thomas, Clerk of the Records, Guildhall, and Dr. 
Hubert Hall for help kindly given at various times. 
Professor Lilian Knowles, Mr. G. R. Potter, Mr. A. Wads- 
worth, Mr. J. N. Nef, Mr. E. Hughes, Mr. J. 8. Rhodes, 
Miss Barford, Miss Richards, and Miss Little have all 
been most generous in allowing us to make use of material 
which they had collected in the course of their own 
researches. We are under heavy obligations to Miss 
Cameron, Miss Drucker, Miss Houldsworth, Mrs. George, 
Miss Crocker, Miss Stokes, Miss Bulkley, Miss Longfield, 
Miss Richards, Miss Mclachlan, Miss Daniells, Mr. 
Postan, and Mr. Jory, who gave us help in the laborious 
work of transcription. Our thanks are due to the 
societies and individuals who have been good enough to 
allow us to print extracts from works produced by them, 
in particular to the Harvard University Press, the Early 
English Text Society, the Selden Society, the Surtees 
Society, the Royal Historical Society, the Huguenot 
Society, the Roxburghe Club, the Earl of Pembroke, the 
Editor of the Somerset Record Society, the Town Clerk 
of Leicester, the Town Clerk of Norwich, the Clerk of the 
Peace of Hertfordshire, Major Van de Weyd, and Mrs. 
Ivo Hood. Finally we desire to express our gratitude to 
the University of London and to the London School of 
Economics, who, by contributing to the cost of publica- 
tion, enabled us to include matter which we should other- 
wise have been compelled to reject. 
ee El ue Ly 
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SECTION I—AGRICULTURE AND RURAL SOCIETY. 


1. PROCEEDINGS OF THE COURT OF THE MANOR OF LANGLEY 
MARSH, 1473. 


[P.R.O. Duchy of Lancaster Court Bolls, Bdle. 1, No. 6.] 


Langley Marreys. Curia Domine Elizabethe Regine Anglie 
tenta ibidem die lune xi° die Nouembris anno regni Regis 
Edwardi iiii xii°. 


Nulla ad hune diem, ete. Essonia, 
Homagium ibidem: videlicet Laurens Smyth Edwardus oe 
eX O1clo. 


Wasshington Thomas Fissher Ricardus Canon Hgidius Eyr 
Johannes Herryes Ricardus Pastrell Willelmus Pilton Willelmus 
Stile Stephanus halle Johannes harrowe Johannes Wardyn 
Willelmus Boteler & Ricardus Wode. 

Veniunt et iurati presentant quod Johannes Pury (iid.) Ricardus Miseri- 
Bulstrede (pardonatur) Johannes Fennewik (postea venit) Willel- ae 
mus Pilton (ii d.) Willelmus More (ii d.), qui debent sectas huic 
curie ad hune diem faciunt defaltam, ideo ipsi in misericordia 
prout patet super eorum capita ete. Ht quod Ricardus Pastrell 
(iiii d.) permittit tenementum suum quondam Henrici at 
Hothes fore ruinosum, ideo ipse in misericordia prout patet super 
eius caput etc. Ht nihilominus preceptum est ei dictum tene- 
mentum sufficienter emendare contra proximam [curiam] sub pena Sursum- 
forisfacture euisdem etc. Et quod Willelmus Pilton (ij d.) succidit eg 
in illo vico vocato Grenestrete iii quercus sine licentia domine seu 
aliquorum officiariorum suorum ; ideo ipse in misericordia, prout 
patet super eius caput etc. Ht quod Johannes Chapman qui de Heriettum 
domina tenuit secundum consuetudinem manerii i mesuagium a 
i virgatam terre cum suis pertinentiis vocatam Ives, ac i cotagium | 
cum curtilagio adiacente vocato Chapmans, illa in manus donne! Se wil G 
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per manum Willelmi Pilton ad usum Roberti Chapman & 
Isabelle uxoris eius sursumreddidit, pretextu cuius accidit domine 
de herietto i ovis precii ii s., unde Ballivus est responsurus ete. 
Quibus quidem Roberto & Isabelle domina concessit omnia 
Diem clau- Supradicta habenda & tenenda sibi heredibus & assignatis suis 
a *- secundum consuetudinem manerii per redditus onera consue- 
tudines & servicia inde prius debita & de iure consueta. Et 
dant domine de fine pro tali ingressu inde habendo vis. viii d. 
Et fecerunt fidelitatem. Et admissi sunt inde tenentes. 
Admissio Et quod Johannes Ridinges qui de domina [tenuit] secundum 
fenenbistey yaya le ee tao goals 
redditum iis. iilid. & alia servicia, diem suum clausit extremum, 
pretextu cuius nihil accidet domine de herietto ex tali consue- 
tudine ibidem ete. Et quod Johannes Ridynges est eius filius & 
heres propinquior & plena etate etc. Qui quidem Johannes 
presens in curia petit se admitti ad omnia supradicta etc. Ht 
Finis xxd, dat domine de fine pro tali ingressu inde habendo xxd. Ht fecit 
fidelitatem. Et admissus est inde tenens ete. 


Sursum- Et quod Johannes Wareyn qui de domina tenuit secundum 
redditio — ¢onsuetudinem manerii i croftam terre continentem iii acras ac iii 


dimidias acras terre, parcellos illius tenementi in tenura Willelmi 
Parke, illas per manum Laurentis Smyth in manus domine sur- 
sumreddidit ad usum Willelmi Londe, unde nichil accidit domine 
de herietto ex tali consuetudine ibidem, ideo ete. Cui quidem 

Finis Willelmo Londe domina concessit terram predictam habendam & 

iis. ill. tenendam sibi heredibus & assignatis suis secundum consue- 
tudinem manerii per redditus onera consuetudines & servicia 
inde prius debita et de iure consueta. Et dat domine de fine 
pro tali ingressu inde habendo iiis. iliid. Et fecit fidelitatem. 
Et admissus est inde tenens ete. 


Diem clay Ht quod Johannes Wattys qui de domina tenuit diversas 

sit extre- t & + : C 

nee erras & tenementa tam libere quam per Rotulum Curie, quarum 
certitudinem penitus ignorant, diem suum clausit extremum 
ete. Super quo dies datus est homagio ibidem ad inquirendum 

Dies datus interim & proxima pro certitudine terrarum & tenementorum 

est. : ah oe . . 
predictorum, etc., Necnon pro servicio domine pro terris & 
tenementis predictis debito et ab antiqua consueto ete. 


Ht quod Ricardus Wylly, qui de domina tenuit sibi et heredibus 
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suis secundum consuetudinem manerii cotagium iacens in 

Colbrok quondam Thomas Pays, diem suum clausit extremum, 

unde nihil accidit domine de herietto ex tali consuetudine 

ibidem, etc. Super quo venit Willelmus Wylly et petit se 

admitti ad cotagium predictum cum suis pertinentiis ut con- 
sanguinius et proximus heres prefati Ricardi virtute cuiusdam Finis 
copie, culus data est in festo sancti georgii martyris anno regni nae 
regis Henrici nuper de facto regis Anglie xvii?, in plena curia 
ostente et examinate etc. Ht dats domine de fine pro tali ingressu 

inde habendo iiis. iliid. Ht fecit fidelitaten. Ht admissus est 

inde tenens etc. 

Et quod Johannes Coxson (iii s. iii d.) vicarius de Langle fre- Miseri- 
quentat continue domum Ricardi Pastrell et in Johannam uxorem eT d, 
euisdem Ricardi fecit insultum et ipsam carnaliter cognouit, ideo 
ipse in misericordia prout patet super eius caput etc. 

Et quod Elena Levyng includit quandam viam ad finem cuius- 
dam venelle vocate Ricroftelane etc., ubi tenentes ab antiquo pena pen- 
solebant habere viam communem et legalem, ad grave nocumen- is 
tum tenentium ibidem etc. ; ideo dies daiue est e1 dictam yviam Dies datus 
aperire et communem facere prout ab antiquo vsitata fuit, sub” 
pena vj s. viij d. in casu si ete. 

Hlecti sunt in officium prepositi per manu- Hlectio 
captionem totius homagii et predictus ae 
Willelmus Parke feces Ht ad hoe 
prestiterunt sacramentum. 


Willelmus langley 
Willelmus Parke 
Willelmus Lake [ 


Edwardus Wasshyngton)|amoti sunt ab officio supervisatorum Electio 
Willelmus Pylton } parci ibidem pepe 
et loco f Thomas Fissher)electi et ad? 
eorum \Egidius Eyre Jhoc 


prestiterunt sacramentum etc. 


Adhue loguela inter Walterum Tilly querentem et Johannem roquela. 
Holme seniorem defendentem in placito transgressus, ete. 
Johannes Moraunt Tastator servisie ibidem venit et juratus Colbroke. 
presentat quod Johannes Seynton (11 d.) Thomas Trome (ii d.) 
Robertus Chapman (iid.) Walteres Tilly (iid.) et Wiullelmus 


Gardener (ii d.) tenent trauenturam et vendunt servisiam per 
il * 


miseri- 
cordie x4, 
Southend 
et West- 
more. 


Misericor- 
die xvi @. 


Horse- 
mere. 


misericor- 
die xiid. 


Affera- 
tores. 
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ciphos et discos et non per mensuram sigillatam, ideo ipsi in 
misericordia, prout patet super eorum capita, etc. 

Willelmus Sirley Tastator servisie ibidem venit et juratus 
presentat quod Willelmus Parke j (ii d.) Willelmus more ] (iid.) 
Willelmus Pilton (ii d.) Isabella Stebyne (iiij d.) Thomas Pury ij 
(iiij d.) et Johannes Leyton j (iid.) brasiaverunt et fregerunt 
assisam servisie, ideo ipsi in misericordia, prout patet super 
eorum capita etc. 

Egidius Thedom Tastator servisie ibidem venit et iuratus 
presentat quod Johannes Noreis iiij (viij d.) brasiavit et fregit 
assisam servisie, ideo ipse in misericordia prout patet super eius 
caput. Et quod Johannes Noreys (iid.) et Ricardus Pastrell (ii d.) 
nolunt vendere servisiam per mensuram sigillatam secundum 
proclamationem curie, ideo ipsi et uterque eorum in misericordia 
prout patet super eorum capita etc. 


Laurens Smyth 


: t 
Ricardus Canon \Tura rags 


probatur ! Summa huius Curie xxiiij s. vid. 
deficit de extrectis vid. 1. 
Expensa deputati Seneschalli ix d. 
Extra expensa deputati Seneschallilete. ix d. 


2. AN ACTE AGAYNST PULLYNG DOUN OF TOUNES (4 HENRY VII. 
c. 19), 1489. 


[Statutes of the Realm, Vol. II., p. 542.] 


The Kyng our sovereign Lord, havyng a singuler plesure above 
all thinges to avoide such enormitees and myschefes as be hurt- 
full and prejudiciall to the comen wele of this his londe and his 
subgettis of the same, remembreth that amonge all othre thinges 
great inconvenyences daily doth encreace by desolacion and 
pulling down and wilfull waste of houses and Townes within 
this his realme, and leyeng to pasture londes which custumeably 
have ben used in tilthe, wherby ydilnes grounde and begynnyng 
of all myschefes daily doo encreace, for where in somme Townes 


1Jqn another hand. 
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two hundred persones were occupied and lived by their laufull 
labours, nowe ben there occupied two or three herdemen and 
the residue fall in ydelnes, the husbondrie whiche is one of the 
grettest commodities of this‘ realme is gretly decaied, churches 
destroied, the service of God withdrawen, the bodies there buried 
not praied for, the patrone and Curates wronged, the defence of 
this land ageyn oure ennemyes outwarde febled and impaired; 
to the great displesure of God, to the subvercion of the polecy 
and gode rule of this lond, and remedy be not hastely therfor 
purveied : Wherfor the Kyng our Soveraign Lord by thassent 
and advise of the lordes spirituell and temporell and Comens in 
this present parliament assembled and by auctorite of the same, 
ordeyneth enacteth and establissheth that no persone, what 
estate degre or condicion that he be, that hath eny house or 
houses, that any tyme within iij yeres past hath ben or that 
nowe is or heraftir shalbe leten to ferme with xx acres of lond 
atte lest or more lyeng in tillage or husbondrie, that the owner 
or owners of every suche house or houses and lond be bounde to 
kepe susteigne and maynteyn houses and bildinges upon the 
seid ground and lond, convenient and necessarie for mayntenyng 
and upholding of the seid tillage and husbondrie; and if eny 
suche owner or owners of eny suche house or houses and lond 
take kepe and occupie any suche house or houses and lond in 
his or their owne handes, that the owner or owners by the seid 
auctorite be bounde in like wise to kepe and mayntene houses 
and bildings upon the seid ground and lond, convenient and 
necessarie for mayntenyng and upholding of the seid tillage and 
husbondrie; And it any man do contrarie to the premisses or 
any of theym, that than it shalbe laufull to the Kyng, if any 
suche londes or houses be holden of him ymediatly, or to the 
lordis of the fees if any suche londes be holden of theym ymmed- 
iatly, to receyve yerly half the value of thissues and profites of 
any suche lond, wherof the house or houses ben not so mayn- 
teyned and susteyned and the same halvendele of thissues and 
profites to have holde and kepe to his or their owne use, without 
anything therfor to be paied or yoven, to such tyme as the same 
house or houses be sufficiently bilded or repaired ayen, and that 
no maner of freehold be in the Kyng, ne in any suche lord or 


Anno Dni. 
1501 
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lordes, by the taking of eny such profites of or in any suche 
londe in no maner forme; but oonly the Kyng and the said lord 
or lordes have power to take receyve and have thissues and pro- 
fites as is aboveseid, and therfor the Kyng, or the seid lord or 
lordes, to have power to distreyne for the same issues and profites 
to be had and perceyved by theym in fourme aboveseid by the 
auctorite of this present Acte. 


3. TERRIER OF LANDS BELONGING TO BURFORD CHURCH, 1801. 


[Bodl. MSS., Arch. Oxon. b. 40, printed by R. H. Gretton, The Bur- 
ford Records, pp. 673-79.] 


Visus terrarum pertinentium Rectoriae et glebe ibidem xxiilt° 
mensis lunii anno Regis Henrici septimi xvi'® per informationem 
Roberti Maihowe Gulielmi Patten Iohn Calaber Richardi Davis 
et aliorum fide dignorum. Hst fylde. 

Rectoria de Burford. 

fyrste in a furlong besydes Angecrosse at Halerafte ende 
ii acres lyinge between the land of Jhon Howse on the west 
parte and the land called Kyllingsland on the est parte. 

Item ina furlonge abuttinge upon Bampeton waye iiii acres 
lyinge together betwene the lande of Richarde Bisshope on the 
west and the lande of the lorde in the tenure of Wylliam 
Shepperd of Synett in the este. 

Item in a furlonge that goeth over Bampeton waye iii acres 
wherof di. acre lyethe betwene the churche lands of Burforde on 
the est and the land called Heystonysland on the west and one 
lyethe betwene the land of Thomas Pole one bothe syde est and 
west and di. unius acre abuttethe upon the northe ende of the 
same Acar towarde the northe and lyethe betwene the lande of 
William Patten of Synete on the west and the lands of the 
churche of Burford on the est and di. an acre in the same fur- 
longe lyinge betwene the land called Heystonisland on the west 
parte and the lande of Wylliam Shepperd on the est & di. an 
acre abuttinge upon the northe ende of the same di. acre 
streteheth unto Henfurlonge and lyethe betwixt the land of 
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Thomas Pynnocke on the west and the lords land of Burford 
lyinge to his farme on the est. 

Item besydes the said furlonge ther lyethe i acre & di. whereof 
di. acre abuttethe upon coppyd crosse towarde the southe and 
upon Henfurlonge towarde the northe & lyethe betwene the 
lande of Wyllyam Patten of Sinet on the west and the churche 
lande on the est, another acre abuttethe upon the sayd coppyde 
crosse towards the northe & lyethe betwene the lande of Robert 
Osmunde on the west and the land of Richard Byshop on the est. 

Item in a furlonge called brodehedden furlonge ii acres & di, Brodhed- 
wherof lyethe di. acre abuttinge upon Hentudonse betwene the fonge.” 
land of Thomas Pynnocke on the west and the land of the 
churche of Burford on the est & ii acres betwene the land of Sir 
Jhon Neweman on the west & and the land of the pryor of 
Saint Jhon on the est. 

Item in a furlong called Esterhenfurlonge one acre which Bsterhen 
lyeth betwene Moysers land south & the land of William Patten “"'°"* 
north. 

Tiem in Westerhenfurlong di. an acre which lyeth betwene Westerhen 
the land of W™ fludyate north & the church land south. Bete, 

Item in a furlonge besyds ridgway iii acres and di. acre lying Ridgwaye 
betwene the land of Jhon Lammer on the northe & the churche "°"** 
land on the southe. Item i acre lyinge above the waye that 
ledeth from Burford to Whit hyll besyde the hedg called 
Shednills betwene the said hye waye north and Salmons slad 
southe. Item another acre by the said (sic) lying betwene the 
said land called Salmons land south & the land of William Patten 
of Synet northe. Item half an acre Besyde the Whit hyll be- 
twene the land of Jhon marriner southe & the land of Jhon 
Lammer northe. 

Item in moresty furlonge abuttinge upon Whit waye half an moresty 
acre betwene the land of William Patten the younger southe ‘™70né* 
and the pryor of St. John northe. 

Item in Hiot half an acre betwene Salmons land on the northe Hiot. 

& the churche land on the southe. Item in the west syde of 
Whit waye di. acre betwene the land of Jhon legger south and 
the land of William patten the younger north. 
Item in Uphedfurlonge i acre betwene the land of Robert ee 
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Jennens on the est & the land of William filudyate west. Item 
di. acre lying betwene the church land\on the est (s?c). 

Brodhea- Item in Brodhedden furlonge iiii acres wherof one acre 

fen Sut  lyethe betwene the land of Jhon Byllinge on the est & the land 
of W™ Patten on the west. Item ii acres lyinge betwene the 
land of William Shepperd west & the heystons land est. Item 
i acre lyeth betwene the land of Jhon fan west & the land of 
Richard Davy est. Item one acre betwene Heystons land on 
the west & the land of William ffludyate est. 


Offley Item in Offley furlong i acre inter terram nescitam. 
Sesntr Item in Sawnfyfe ffurlonge i acre betwene the land of William 


furlonge. Shepperd north and southe. 

Hedsondye Item in Hedsondye furlonge i di. acre called the head-half 

furlonge. acre betwene the churche lande on the southe. 

Sterwell. tem juxta Stertwell halfe one acre betwene Heystonisland on 
the west & the land called the Stert on the est. Item in a fur- 
longe abutting upon brodhedden furlong on the south di. an acre 
betwene the Churche land est and heystonysland west. Item 
in the same furlonge di. an acre that is to say di. an acre betwene 
the church land est & St. Jhon west. Item in the sayde furlong 
i acre betwene the land of W™ Patten est. 

Copeslade, item in Bampton waye furlong at copyslade di. an acre betwixt 
the land of the churche est & Jhon Marriner west. Item one 
acre betwene the land of Thomas Pynnocke Northe & Jhon 
Byshops land southe. Item in the southe syde of Bampton 
waye i acre betwene the land of Jhon Byllinge est & the land of 
Edmund Tame west. Item in the same furlonge di. an acre 
betwene the churche land est & the land of W™ Pattyn west. 
Item ibidem halfe an acre besyd Shilton way betwene the land 
of the churche est & the land of William ffludyate west. 

Bellam Item in a furlonge abuttinge upon Bellam Furlonge i acre 

Furloné°- betwene Heistonsland west and Salmons land est. 

Item di. an acre betwene the land of Richard Davy west and 
the churche land est. Item in the nether end of Bellam furlonge 
i acre betwene the land of William Patten est and Salmons 
land west. 

Whitston Item in Whitstone furlong ii acres of Hedlands betwene 

furlong. “ Heystonys land est. 
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Item in comfast furlong one acre betwene the land of Jhon Comfast 
newman north & the land of W™ Patten south. ee 
Item i acre goinge over Salmons pathe betwene the land of Salmons 
Richard Davy northe & Salmons land south. Item a fferdelland ?*"* 
abutting upon Salmons path. Item one ley and a half betwene 
the churche land north and Richard Davy southe. 

Item in Downe furlonge i acre betwene the land of W™ Patten Downe 
west & Jhon marriner est. Item one acre abuttinge upon the coca 
Downe acre way betwene the land of Thomas Pynnock south & 
the land of the pryorye of Saint Jhon north. Item one acre 
goynge over Salmons pathe betwene Jhon Marriner southe. 

Item one acre in Deane acre betwene the land of William Patten 
south and the land of Janyver northe. 


Summa acrarum in le est 
ffyld xlvij et di. fferlonges. 


4. CUSTOMS OF THE MANOR OF ALDEBURGH, temp. HEN. VIII. 


{[P.R.O, Treasury of Receipt, Miscellaneous Books, 163, ff. 111 to 
112d.] 


The Manor of Alderburgh 
- with the Custumez due ynto the same. 


ffirst the seid manor haith oonn lete by the yere which 
is holden the Munday atter the ffeist of the Circumcision 
of our Lord and haith also the Court de tribus septimanis 
in tres called the iij wekes Courte. 

Item euery Tenant paieth for a Cotage ground not jd 
buylded if it conteyn iiij** fote euery wey , 
Item euery Tenant paieth for halfe a Cotage which is We 
xl fote euery wey : 

Item for every Curtilage conteyning xl ffote or vnder _ ob. 
Item for the ffyne of euery Cotage buylded ij s. 

Item for the ffyne of euery Cotage ground vnbuylded xij d. 
Item euery Tenant that taketh eny Cotage ground to 
buylde vppon if he buylde not within iij yeires he forlayted 
the ground by hym takenn 
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Cotage wherein eny Tenant dwelleth and kepeth a flyre 
they owe to pay for the same a Russhe henne or elles 3] d. 
which is for the Russhez that thei gather vppon the lordes| 
common ther 


Item euery Tenant havyng a Cotage or parcell of | 


seuerall Rowmez in the same they to pay yerelie 1 


Item if ij Tenants doo dwell in oon howse havyng |) 
Russhe hennez or elles iiij d. for themme 


Item euery Copieholder havyng by Copie eny atrable) 
landes or pasture ground in the ffeld paieth yerelie for the 
same at termez accustumed the rentes of old tyme due at | 
the ffeist of Seynt Michell tharchanngell and Hister by ¢ 
even porcions and for all ffynez cessed vppon the Tenants | 
for land in the ffeld is at the will of the lord aswell at | 
thalienacions made as after the deth of eny Tenant J 


Item the Tenantes Copieholders shall doo no waist vppon 
the lordes Common ne otherwise vppon peyn of forfayture 
of their Tenor 


Item all the ffreholders shall dowbyll their Rent at 
euery deth and at euery alienacion made in the name off 
Releiff 

Item certein ffreholders and also Copieholders their be 
shall pay harriott after the deth of any Tenant } 


Item the Tenantes neither ffreholders ne Copieholders 
shall not Surcharge the lordes Common but to kepe | 
the rate of his Tenure: if he otherwise doo he shalbe 
amercyed j 
. 
J 


Item no mann shall encroche of the lordes landes yppon 
peyn of forfayture of his Tenure 


Item euery Bote goyng to the See onn ffyssheyng havyng 
liij men therein paieth yeirlie to the lord—yviij d. and vj men 
—xij d. and so after the Rate for euery man—ij d. which | 
by a late Composicion 


Item there is a seruice paied by certein Tenantes there 
called Onyell which is for the libertie of the Commonn 
that the Tenantes have in the said lordship 
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Item the lordez of Aldeburgh have the Moitie of all 
wrectes of the See beyng cast onn lande or found nere the 
Shore within the lymyttes of the same lordship and the 
ffynder thereof haith thother half. 


}. RETURNS TO COMMISSION OF 1517. 


[Leadam, The Domesday of Enclosures, Vol. I., pp. 217 seq.] 
(i) ESSEX. 


The Halfe-Hundred of Parua Winstre 
Within the parrech of litell Wydeborrowe. 


Item whe fynd that ther ys a firme of Sir Roberd Cotton 
Knyght late deseesed within the parrech aforsaid caled Copedhall 
the M[a]ner plase therof ys decaid and pulled doun by the said 
Sir Robert and non Inabytacyon wher Ther was wont to be kept on 
yt a good howseeld and ferm lond plowid and now lyeys no lond 
plowyd nor in howsold vse wher ther was wont to be kept in yt 
a fermer and his wyfe and xviij or xx! personys fownde on yt 
and now yt ys reterned to pasteur and graseng and the tenaunt 
and his wyfe kepyth and the fermer thereof ys won Wylliam 
hyll of Soffolk Marchant and yt hath leye to paster thys xvij 
yers. 

Within parrech of Salcote fyrly. 


Item whe fynd that ther ys a ferme of won John Newportes 
gentylman within the said parrech Caled the merehowse leten 
for x li. a yere and John Cawston gentylman fermer of the same 
wher ther was wont a good howsseeld to be kept on yt and a 
plowe wele ocupyd and yt ys now retorned to pasteur and 
grasyng and non Inabytacyon on yt and yt hath ley to pasteur 
this viij yers. 

The parreche of leyardemarny. 

Item whe fynd that ther ys a ferme of sir henry Mernys 
knyght and Caled the degrry wher ther was wont to be a plow 
_wele ocupid and now yt ys retorned to pasteur and grasyng 
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and no lond plouyd on yt and the fermer thereof ys now John 
donyng and yt hath ley to pasteur this xij yers. 


The parrech of peldon. 


Item whe fynd that ther ys a ferme with ac acars of erable 
lande therto belonging of won Esebell Scharpe gentylwoman 
Caled Newportes within the said parrech and the houses therof 
ys decayed and fallen down and non Inabytacyon on yt and yt 
hath been decayd this x yers and oon Gregory senyor ys fermer 
of the land and ocupieth it with his own hous and it was wont 
to have a houshold uppon it and vj or vi] persones uppon it. 


Within the parrech of longnoo. 


Item whe fynd that ther ys a tenement of won John abell 
Caled bleyndehall with xl acars of land therto belongnyng ys de- 
cayd and fallen down and non Inabytacion on yt this xv] yers 
and uppon that wher the housyntg was meyntend ther abode iiij 
or Vv persones vppon yt. 


The parrech of Vyngrengoo. 


Item whe fynd that ther ys won Thomas Crestemas of Col- 
chester Marchant hath Taken down and seferd to becayd yj 
tenementes in the hamelet of darson within the parrech aforsayd 
wher ther was wont onyst howssys to be kept on them and 1 or 
lx personys found and Inabyt ther and now the said Thomas 
Crestemas hath Inclossyd them and wher Ther was ij plowys 
wele ocupyd now yt ys retorned to pasteure and grasyng and 
but a man and his wyfe now kept on yt and yt hath be thus 
ocupyd this x yers. 


The parreche of Moche Wygborrow. 


Item whe fynd that ther was won sir henry Teye Knyght hathe 
Inclosyd and paled in won c acars of ground pasture and wode 
by estimacion within the said parreche in messyng and Wyb- 
barowe and viij acars thereof of yerabyll lond in Wygbarow 
within the parreche of messyng of. his owyn prope lond and yt 
hath be Inclossyd thus xiiij yers and now Master Thomas Teye 


squier ys the prope owener of the same and the tillage of this 
lond left, 
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The halfe hunderd of Claueryng. 
The parrech of berdyn. 


Item whe fynd that ther ys a tenement of won Rychard 
Songer servant to my lord the beschepe of London beyng within the 
said parrech with xl acars lond therto belowyng Caled Barkers 
ys decayd and fillen down and non Inabytacyon on yt this xviii 
yers and won Iennis parrys of stobyngpellam ys fermer of the 
same ; ther was wont to be abydyng a fermer and his wyfe and a 
seruaunt besides vj childer and now is no housheld thervppon 
because of decay of the house. 


The parreche of henham. 


Item whe fynd that ther ys a tenement and viij acars of 
eyrabyll land and pasteur of my lord abbottes of Tilty ys de- 
cayd and fallen down and non Inabytacyon on yt this xij yers. 


(ii) WARWICKSHIRE. 


{Leadam, The Domesday of Enclosures, Vol. II., pp. 394 seq.] 


INQUISICIO INDENTATA capta apud allesley in predicto Comi- 
tatu Warrewici vicesimo secundo die Septembris anno regni warr [ewi- 
Regis henrici Octaui nono, coram Iohanne Vesy decano Capelle °"*!- 
dicti domini Regis et Rogero Wygston nuper de leicestria Com- 
issionariis predicti domini Regis [terms of Commission and 
names of jurors]. Qui dicunt super sacramentum suum quod Ps Prior de 
[MS. illegible] Prior Monasterii de Malbourne nuper fuit seisitus Beicite 
in dominico suo vt de feodo in iure Monasterii predicti de Sex cr?) 
Mesuagiis duobus Cotagiis et Centum et quateruiginti acris terre xenon 
arabilis cum pertinenciis in Shyttyngton in Comitatu predicto, vt ety 
de parcella sui Manerii siue Prioratus de alcote celle predicti 
Monasterii de Malbourne; que quidem terra a tempore de quo 
non exstat memoria annuatim arrari et debitis temporibus vsu 
seminacionis granorum p[oni] solebat et fuit, et cum quolibet 
Mesuagio Mesuagiorum predictorum de terra illa per totum 
dictum tempus viginti et quatuor acre terre ad minus arrabilis 
et culture apte ocupari tradi et dimitti ad Firmam solebant et 
fuerunt; et predictus Prior sic inde seisitus, ante sextum diem 


Scrlibe] 
per Roodes 
r{espon- 
dere] Oct 
{aua.] 
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Marcii anno regni domini Regis nune sexto, tenementa illa 
cuidem Willelmo Cartwright ad firmam pro termino certorum 
annorum dimisit, per quod idem Willelmus in tenementa illa in- 
trauit et inde fuit possessionatus ; ipseque sic inde possessionatus 
et predicto Priore sic inde seisito existente, predictus Willelmus 
Cartwright predicto sexto die Marcii dicto anno sexto, assensu 
et consensu predicti Prioris et per agreamentum et Conuen- 
cionem inter ipsum Priorem et dictum Willelmum antea factam, 
predicta [Me]suagia [et] Cotagia ad terram proiicire et in de- 
casum cadere voluntarie permisit, ac predictas terras arribiles ab 
vsu Cultus granorum in pasturam pecorum conuertit et ea sic 
extunc semper hucusque ysus est et custodit. Et dicunt quod 
tenementa predicta valent per annum vitra reprisas sex libras 
duos solidos et quatuor denarios et tenentur de domino Rege vt 
de Comitatu suo Warrewici. Et dicunt quod predictus Prior 
adhuc in iure Monasterii sui predicti seisitus existit in predictis 
terris et tenementis in forma predicta, et quod racione permis- 
sorum sex aratra deponuntur et triginta et tres persone, que 
circa culturam earundem terrarum ocupabantur, abinde lamenta- 
biliter recesserunt et minuuntur et [Blank in MS.]. 

Et Juratores predicti dicunt quod predictus Prior nuper fuit 
seisitus in dominico suo vt de feodo in iure Monasterii predicti 
de quadraginta et duabus acris terre arrabilis cum pertinenciis 
et Cultui apte a{d a]nuum valorem quadraginta solidorum in 
Shittyngton predicta in Comitatu predicto, et sic inde seisitus, 
tercio die Octobris anno regni Regis henrici Regis anglie Septimi 
octauo terras illas a priore inde vsu Cultus et iconomie in pas- 
turam ouium et aliorum animalium conuertit, et illis sic hucusque 
vsus est; et terre ille tenentur de domino Rege, et duo persone 
vt alias de consimilibus dicitur abinde recesserunt et minuuntur. 

Ht dicunt quod idem Prior nuper fuit seisitus in dominico suo 
vt de feodo in iure Monasterii predicti de triginta acris terre 
arrabilis et Cultui apte et valent per annum vltra reprisas quad- 
raginta solidos in Shyttyngton in Comitatu predicto, et sic inde 
seisitus octauo die Octobris anno regni predicti nuper Regis 
decimo octauo terras illas a priore inde vsu cultus et iconomie 
in pasturam ouium et aliorum animalium conuertit, et illis sic 
hucusque yvsus est et tenet, ob quod sex persone minuuntur et 
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ab eorum occupacione in ocium aduertuntur; et terre ille tenentur 
de domino Rege. 

Ht dicunt quod idem Prior nuper fuit seisitus in dominico suo 
vt de feodo in iure Monasterii predicti de decem acris terre 
arrabilis vocate le Brache et Cultui vsitate et apte ad anuum 
valorem xxv] s. viij d. in Shyttyngton in Comitatu predicto, et 
sic inde seisitus quinto die Octobris anno regni predicti nuper 
Regis quinto terras predictas ab vsu Culture et seminacionis 
granorum in pasturam animalium conuertit, et illas sic modo 
tenet, et duodecim persone ab eorum occupacione detrahuntur et 
in ocium ducuntur; et tenentur de domino Rege. 

Ht dicunt viterius quod Ricardus Varneham nuper {uit seisitus 
in dominico suo vt de feodo de vno Mesuagio et decem acris 
terre arrabilis et Culture apte in Shyttyngton in Comitatu pre- 
dicto, que quidem decem acre terre cum predicto Mesuagio pro 
seminacione granorum et arrura in eisdem terris habendis tradi 
et occupari solebant, et predictus Ricardus, sic de tenementis 
illis vt prefertur seisitus existens, secundo die Octobris anno 
regni predicti nuper Regis duodecimo predictum Mesuagium 
voluntarie permisit ad terram cadere et predictas terras ad pas- 
turam Ouium et aliorum animalium conuertit, et illas sic adhuc 
tenet, quam ob causam sex persone ibidem nuper manentes et 
laborantes abinde penitus in suam desolacionem recesserunt; et 
tenementa illa valent per annum decem solidos. Ht tenentur 
de [Blank in MS.}. 

Et dicunt quod Thomas nuper Marchio Darsett nuper fuit Dorstett) 
seisitus in dominico suo vt de feodo de decem Mesuagiis tres- 
centis acris terre arrabilis et vsualiter arrate et seminacioni 
posite granorum in Wedyngton in Comitatu predicto, et cum 
quolibet Mesuagio Mesuagiorum predictorum viginti et sex acre 
terre de terris illis ad firmam tradi locari et occupari in cultura 
et iconomia a tempore cuius contrarii memoria hominum non 
existit solebant et fuerunt, et sic seisitus sexto die Octobris anno 
regni predicti nuper Regis septimo tenementa predicta sepibus 
inclusit, et illis sic in separalitate inclusis predicta Mesuagia 
voluntarie devastari et in ruinam existere permisit, ita quod 
Mesuagia illa [totaliter deuastata] existunt, et terras illas ad pas- 
turam ouium et aliorum animalium conuertit ; per quod [illegible] 
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aratra deponuntur et sexaginta persone a mansionibus et occu- 
pacionibus suis ibidem recesserunt et in ocium perducti sunt. 
Et dicunt quod Thomas nunc Marchio Dorsett modo seisitus 
existit de tenementis predictis. Et quod valent per annum 
viginti sex libras. Et tenentur de [Blank im MS.}. 

Et iidem Iuratores dicunt quod Iacobus at holt armiger fuit 
seisitus in dominico suo vt de feodo de [quinquaginta acris terre 
arrabilis] cum pertinenciis in Manceter in Comitatu predicto, et 
sic inde seisitus septimo die Octobris anno regni predicti nuper 
Regis vicesimo primo terras illas a priore inde vsu Culture et 
iconomie ad pasturam Ouium et animalium conuertit, et illis sic 
hucusque vsus est et tenet, per quod vnum aratrum deponitur et 
tres persone minuuntur et ociosi existunt; et terre ille tenentur 
[Blank in MS.]. 

Et dicunt quod Ricardus Cave fuit seisitus in dominico suo 
vt de feodo de quinquaginta [acris] terre arrabilis Cultui vsitate 
et apte ad annum valorem triginta et trium solidorum et quatuor 
denariorum in Manceter predicta in Comitatu predicto, et sic 
inde seisitus quarto die Nouembris anno regni predicti nuper 
R[egis] vicesimo primo terras illas a Cultura et iconomia ad 
pasturam ovium et aliorum animalium conuertit, et terris illis 
sic in pastura ad presens vtitur, per quod vnum aratrum de- 
ponitur et sex persone que if{bidem] occupari solebant ea occa- 
sione ab occupacionibus suis ibidem recesserunt et ociosi ex- 
istunt; et terre ille tenentur de [Blank in MS.]. 


6. PETITION FOR DELAY IN PUTTING DOWN ENCLOSURE, 1522 (?) 


[Leadam, The Domesday of Enclosures, Vol. II., App. V., 
pp. 487 seq. ] 


In most humble wyse, shewith unto your grace John Spencer 
of Wormeleighton in the Countie of Warr[ewick] besechith your 
grace in the wey of charyte, that he put not his lond all in 
tyllage in so short a space as your grace hath geuyn Iniunc- 
cion which ys by Candylmas next and also to putt downe his 
heggis and dyches by the same day whiche he cannot do in so 
short space to folow the Iniunccion but to his undoing, for he 
shall dystroy all his cattell that ys going on the same grounde 
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for lack of mete, for yf be shuld sell the cattell now in the ded 
tyme of wyntyr, he shuld lose and sell yt for half the money that 
yt ys worthe, for he hathe no maner of fatt cattell now lefte hym 
at this tyme but his brede. And to put downe his hegges that 
be now redy growen whiche be nowe xx yeris olde whiche be 
now growyn full of almaner of wood, to great proffute and 
oone of the grettest commodyte in that cuntrey, above corne 
or grasse. And also to the greate proffute of the tenauntes that 
shall Inhabyte within the seyd lordship for ther ys very lytill 
wood growing within xiiij myle of the same. And for that wood 
ys oone of the grettest commodytees in those partes, the seyd 
John Spencer dyd sett and doble dyched and doble hegged and 
set yt with wood as well betwyxt the dychis as also in the hegges 
to his great cost and charge, whiche yf now shuld be throwen 
downe, shuld not be only a greate losse to the seyd John 
Spencer,.but also to. the cuntrey and also to the tenauntes that 
shall Inhabyte the same, for ther ys noon other entyrcomoners 
within the seyd lordship, but only the Lord and tenauntes of the 
same, and yf the hegges were throwen down, yt shuld cause 
moche yaryance betwixt the tenauntes of the same Lordship and 
townys adioynyng thereunto whiche haue no right of comon there. 
Therfore the seyd John Spencer besechith your grace that the 
hegges may stond unto suche tyme as your grace may have due 
profe whedyr yt be toa more commodyte and common weale for 
the Cuntrey there that the said hegges to stond or to be throwen 
downe, and also to haue a Resonable tyme to put the lond in 
tyllage that ys the oone half betwixt this and Estur, and to make 
the oone half of the howsyng betwixt this and Michelmas, and 
the other half of the lond to be put in tyllage by Estyr come 
twelve monythis, and the other half of the howsys to be made by 
Michelmas come twelvemonyth. And to all as afforseyd the 
seyd John Spencer ys content to folow and perfourme as your 
grace shall appoynt hym, trusting that your grace will consydre 
hym aboue all other in somyche as he neuyr Inclosyd yt, and 
bought yt of a high price as William Cowper Inprowed yt, 
And also hathe byn at great coste with the Churche whiche he 
found greatly in decay, And also byldyd him a manour place where 
was noon before but a sory thached hows to his great cost and 
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charge wherein he now dwellith with lytyll lak of Ix persons, 
And that the lond be not all put in tyllage, but some to be re- 
serued for serten cattell for the mayntenaunce of his hows. 
And he shall dayly pray for the preseruacion of your noble grace. 


7. SIR RICHARD GRESHAM TO CROMWELL, ASKING FOR LANDS OF 
FOUNTAINS ABBEY, 1038. 


[Yorkshire Monasteries: Suppression Papers. Yorkshire 
Arch. ‘Soc. Ree. Ser., Vol. XLVIIL, p. 63. ] 


22 Oct., 1538. Myn homble dewty to yor goode lordeshype, 
maye yt please you to be aduertyssed that where I have movyd 
the kynges magiste to purches of his grace certen laundes be 
longyn to the howsse of Fowntens to the vallewe of thre hundred 
and fyvty poundes by yere aftyr the rate of xxi yeres purches, 
the som of the mony amownting unto 7000 li, wher of to be 
dessallyd 1000 li whiche I delyuered by the comawndment of the 
lorde cardenale to the Ducke of Bokyngham on his goynge to 
Guynes, and the seyd cardenale receyvyd of the sayde Ducke ij 
obligacons where I staunde boundyn he & Sir Thomas Wood- 
howsse with other to the kynges usse for payment of the sayd 
1000 li; and the same obligacons wher de (sic) delyuered by the 
seyd cardinale to Master Mekelowe beynge thresaurer of the 
kynges chamber, onely to izintent that I shoulld be recompenced 
to the some of 1000 li in customes, whiche yet 1am not as yor 
lordsheppes do knowe, and for the reste of the mony for the 
sayde laundes whiche ys 6000 li I wylle paye in hande 3000 li 
and the other 3000 li . . . to paye yerlly 500 li tyll yt be payed; 
beschynge yor goode lordeshipe to be soo goode lorde unto me 
that I may knowe the kynges gracious pleassor that yf I shold 
have the sayde laundes that I maye prepare the! mony to be 
in a rydenes. And thus ower lorde preserue yor goode lorde 
shyppe with helthe. Att London the xxij daye of Octobr. 


Your owne at your lordesheppes commawndment, 


Rye. Gresham. 
To my lorde Prevy Seale. 
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8. ENCLOSURES, EVICTIONS AND OTHER OPPRESSIONS BY GRANTER 
OF ESTATES OF DISSOLVED MONASTERY OF SYON, temp. 
HEN. VIII. 


[P.R.O. Star Chamber Proceedings, Henry VIII., Vol. VI., No. 181.] 
To the Kynge his most excellent highnes. 


In moste Humble and Lamentable wyse shewith and com- 
playnith onto youre Highnes your poore subdiates and daylye 
beodemen John Bune, Thomas Halle, John Yonge, Thomas 
Yonge, Robert Benett, John Attffelld, and other your graces poore 
Subdyates dwellinge in Westangmeeringe percell of the manor of 
Eglesden in your Countye of Sussex: That whearas your said 
poore Subdiates, thier Auncetoures and all they whoos estate 
they haue, beyinge tenauntes by copye of Courte rolle after the 
custome of the said manor, haue contynved and dwelled within 
the precincte of the said Lordeshipp tyme owte of nynde in rest 
peace and quyetnes and Injoyed thier said tenementes quietly 
accordinge and after the Custome of the said manor, vntill nowe 
of Late that oon John Palmer of Westangmering aforsaid Hs- 
quier purchased and hadd the said manor of your Magestie by 
exchaunge, Whoo by the colour therof hath wrongfully vexed 
onquyeted and disturbyd your said poore Subdyates beyng 
copyehould tenauntes of the said manor, as is aforesaid, con- 
trary to all equyte and the custome of the said Manor as hierafter 
ensuyth. That is to saie first the said John Palmer beynge a 
man of great power, Immediatly after his first entre in to the 
premisses by and thorowe his extorte powre toke from your said 
poore Subdiates thier pastures houlden by copie as is aforesaid 
and enclosed thiem, and the same pastures together with other 
landes hath lately Imperked convertinge the same to his owne 
proper vse and commodite. And allso within shorte space after 
the said John Palmer by and through lyke powre toke tfrom your 
said poore Subdiates all thier Commons and made of thiem 
ffysshepondes converting the same to his proper vse as is a fore- 
said. And further the said John Palmer beinge not thier with 
all contented of his ffurther crueltie malicious entent and covetous 
mynde hath wrongfullye taken from your said poore subdiateg 
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ther mansion howses, groundes, landes, tenementes and Orchardes 
perforce ayenst ther willes; and them hath spoyled, distroyed 
and pulled downe some of the howses of your said poore sub- 
diates and the tymbre therof hath geven awaye, some of the 
howses hath burned and dryven some of :your said poore sub- 
diates owt of the said lordeshipp by force and violence. And 
the said Palmer by compulsion hath caused some of your said 
poore subdiates to take other landes beyng noone of his owne in 
other placez ffurther of at his pleasur, beyng worse landes and 
not lyke in goodnes nor numbre of acres nor the title therof 
cleare, and to some of your said poore Subdyates he hath ap- 
poynted noo Landes at all nor other Recompense, to ther 
Impoverisshement and vtter vndoyng. And to suche of your 
said Subdiates as woulde not agree onto the willfull mynde and 
extorcion of the said John Palmer, he the same John with his 
seruauntes and other evell disposed parsons to the number of 
vii or moore, havinge swordes, staves, and other wepons of de- 
fence, in and after most riottouse and forcible maner besett thier 
howses abowte and thretened thiem to Imprison, wheare vpon 
your said poore Subdiates parceyvinge his myschevous entent for 
the saluegard of thier lyves shutt vpp thier doores ageynst hym 
and dyrst not for ffeare and peryll of death come forthe. And 
then he the said John Palmer his seruauntes and adherentes 
with force Ryottuoslye broke vpp the doores of the howses of 
your said poore Subdiates vpon thiem, myndynge yff the ex- 
clamacion and Lamentable owtcrie of thier wieffes and children 
with the wounderinge of the markett men that passed bye hadd 
not been to have Imprisoned beatten mayned yee and murdered 
your said poore Subdiates, off whome Sume by tne occasion of 
his said cruell demeanure and dealynge with the takynge from 
thiem of thier coopies lost the vse of reason fora tyme. And 
then oon Margarett the wieffe of on Robert Benett and other 
being in extreme ffeare pytuosly demaunded of the said John 
Palmer Sayeing: Jesu Sir in the name of godd what meane 
you thus exstremely to handell vs poore people? Wher vnto 
the said John Palmer aunswhered the said Margarett in the 
presence of the said Robert Benett and other sayeing thies 
wordes: Doo ye not knowe that the Kinges grace hath putt 


AGRICULTURE AND RURAL SOCIETY 21 


downe all the howses of mounkes, ffryers and Nunnes? thier for 
nowe is the tyme come that we gentilmen will pull downe the 
howses of suche poore knaves as ye be. And furthermoore the 
said John Palmer hath geven warnyng Vnto all the tenauntes in 
oon whoole streete of the said Lordshipp beynge nyegh vnto the 
seae syde shortly to avoyde the possession of thier Landes and tene- 
mentes, thier whear in tymes past dyuers and many able persons 
hath inhabited able to do your grace goode service and to resyste 
your graces Hnnymyes in tyme of neede, and nowe by the occasion 
beforesaid is lyke to be desolate and oninhabited, whiche thynge 
is a greate weakenynge to your graces costez off the seae ther, 
And is to the vtterondoynge and Impoverisshement of your said 
poore Subdiates, thier wieffes and chilldren ffor euer, onles your 
most gracious benygnyte clemencie ffavor and pitye be onto 
thiem shortlye in this behalff extended and shewed. And, further- 
more, your said poore Subdiates for ffeare and daunger of thier 
lyves by reason of the said John Palmer his seruauntes and ad- 
herentes dare not retorne hoome into thier Countrie withowte 
your most gracious spedie Remedye therin hadd, ffor the said 
John Palmer and his seruauntes hath fowghte with and beaten 
man, wooman and chylde dwellyng within the said Lordshipp 
that would or durst speake ageynst hys said Iniuryes, wronges 
and extorcions doone by hym as is abovesaid. In consideracion 
wherof, and for as myche as the said John Palmer is a man of 
greate Substaunce and power and hooly addicte inclyned and 
geven to crueltie and mischeffes, And your said poore Subdiates 
verye poore men and of smalle habilite and in greate ffeare of . 
ther lyves besydes the Losse off ther poore Substaunce, maye yt 
thierfor please your most excellent magestie the premissez ten- 
derly considered to graunte your most gracyous letters of Sub- 
pena to the said John Palmer to be directed Inioynyng hym by 
vertue therof personally to appeare _Immediatly vpon the Receyt 
and syght of your said gracious letters before your graces most 
honorable Councell In the Starre Chambre to make aunswere 
onto this bill and further to abide suche order as your said honor- 
able Councell for the Redres hierof shall set and take. And 
_ your said poore Subdyates shall as thei ar theronto neuertheles 
most bounde contynually praye for the most honorable Estate 
of your highnes Longe to indure. 
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The aunswere of John Palmer esquyer to the byll of com- 
pleynt of Johannes Bune Thomas Yong Thomas Hall 
John Yong Robert Bennet and John Atfyld. 


[The se]yd John Palmer saythe that the sayd byll of com- 
pleynt ys ontrewe oncerten and insuffycent in the lawe to be 
aunsweryd vnto, and conteyneth in yt moche voyde superfluus 
malycyous and sclaunderous matter, and that the matters there- 
in conteyned ar only surmysed ffeyned and falcely Imagyned 
by the sayd Complaynauntes and by suche synyster mayn- 
tenaunce as they have to thentent thereby only to put the 
seyd deffendaunt to wrongfull vexacion costes and expences, and 
that the matters therein conteyned be also determynable at the 
comon lawe and not in thys honorable court to the whyche he 
prayeth to be remytted. Nevertheles, the aduauntage of the 
[insufficiency] of the seyd byll to hym alweye sauyd, yf the 
seyd deffendaunt be compellyd by thys honorable court to make 
fvrther aunswer to the sayd insuffycyent byll, then the sayd 
deffendaunt for the declaracion of the trouthe and for ffurther 
aunswer sayth that vnto all ryotes rowtes coming wyth force 
assawtes forcyble entres and to all other misdemeners surmytted 
to be don by the sayd deffendaunt ageynst the peace of our 
soveraygn lord the kyng the sayd deffendaunt sayth that he ys 
thereof and of every part thereof in anywyse not gylty, and to 
the resydew of the maters conteyned in the said byll of com- 
pleynt the sayd deffendaunt sayth that the late abbes of the 
suppressyd and dyssoluyd monastery or abbey of Syon in the 
county of Myddlesex was seased in her demeane as of ffee as in 
the ryght of theseyd monastery or abbey of Syon of and in the 
maner of Eclesden namyd [in] the sayed byll of compleynt, and of 
and in one wast ground conteynyng by estymacion forty acres 
or more lying in Westangmeryng in the seyd County of Sussex 
whyche ys parcel of the sayd maner of Eclesden. And the sayd 
deffendaunt ffurther sayth that he ys seased in hys demeane as 
of ffee of and in the manor of Westangmeryng in Westangmer- 
yng aforesayd and of and in two yard and half a hyde of londe in 
Westangmering aforeseyd and that he and all they whose estate 
the seyd deffendaunt hath in and to the seyd Maner of Westang- 
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mering and in and to the seyd two yard and halfe a hyde of lond 
tyme owt of mynd have had Comon for all maner of bestes 
commonable within the seyd wast ground as appertenaunt to 
the seyd maner of Westangmeryng aforeseyd, and that also all 
other customary tenauntes and copyholders of the seyd maner of 
Helesden whych held any londes or tenementes in Westang- 
mering aforeseyd by copy of Court roll of the seyd maner of 
Helesden have vsed tyme owt of mynd to have to and for euery 
yard lond beyng Copyhold xx acres for the yard lond, and yff 
any suche Copyholders dyd lacke any part of the seyd nomber of 
xx acres to hys yard lond that then he shuld have so many acres 
of the wast ground as he shuld lacke of yt to make vpp hys 
nomber of xx acres for hys yard lond. And the seyd deffendant 
also sayth that he was also seased by copy of Court roll of and 
in dyuers londes and tenementes callyd lybdelles warnes Church- 
eares Derams Bargrames and Cuttynges in Westangmeryng 
aforeseyd and of and in dyuers other londes and .tenementes 
beyng also customary londes and sett lying and beyng in 
Westangmeryng aforeseyd which ar also holden by copy of 
Court roll of the seyd maner of Hclesden accordyng to the cus- 
tome of the seyd manor, ffor the whyche londes and tenementes 
beyng copyhold as ys aforeseyd the seyd deffendaunt and all 
other copyholders of the same tyme owt of mynd have had and 
ought in lyke maner to have suche nomber of acres in the seyd 
wast ground as they did lacke for euery of theyr yard londes 
beyng copy hold lond in maner and forme as ys aforeseyd, and 
ouer and besydes thatt to have comon within the seyd wast 
ground by reason of theyr seyd copyholdes, by force whereof 
theseyd deffendaunt dyd vse take and perceyve hys comon for 
hys cattell comonable in and ypon the seyd wast ground as well 
for hys copyhold londes in Westangmering aforeseyd as for hys 
fre londes whych he had in Westangmeryng aforeseyd as lawfull 
was for hym todo. And the seyd deffendaunt also sayth that 
abowt x or xii yeres past for dyuers causes it was condyscendyd 
and agreed by the holl mutuall assentes and agrementes of the 
seyd compleynauntes and of the seyd deffendaunt and of other 
the copyholders of the seyd maner of Hclesden, for that that the 
seyd deffendaunt was seased in ffee of and in the seyd manor of 
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Westangmeryng and of and in the sayd two yardes and half hyde 
in Westangmeryng and of and in dyuers copyhold londes in 
Westangmeryng aforeseyd holden of the seyd maner of Hclesden 
in maner and forme aforeseyd and that by reason thereof ought 
to have a great nomber of catell for hys comon in theseyd wast 
ground, that the seyd deffendaunt shuld have in seueralte to 
hym and to hys heyres a porcion of the seyd wast ground to 
hym assygned in recompence for hys comon whych he ought 
to have in and to the same, and that all other copyholders 
of the seyd maner of Hclesden for theyr iondes lying in West- 
angmeryng aforeseyd shuld have in lyke maner the resydue 
of the seyd wast ground in seueralte from the seyd deffen- 
daunt and to vse the same as theyr comon by them selfes. 
Whereupon for and towardes the accomplysshyng of the seyd 
agrement one order devysyon and partycion was made of the 
seyd wast by the wholl and mutuall assent concent and agre- 
ment of the seyd compleynauntes and other the customary 
tenauntes and copyholders of the seyd manor of Eclesden and 
the seyd deffendaunt, and that vpon the seyd devysyon and 
partycon one part of the seyd wast ground was allotted and 
appoynted in seueraltye to the seyd deffendaunt and to hys 
_ heyres in recompence of hys sayd comon. And the resydue of 
the seyd wast ground was allottyd and appoyntyd in seueralte 
to the seyd copyholders and customary tenauntes of the seyd 
maner of Heclesden. And to thentent that the seyd deffendaunt 
shuld not vsurpe nor do no wrong with hys catell in those partes 
and porcons of the seyd wast whyche was appoynted to the 
other customary tenauntes by raison of the seyd agrement and 
that lykewyse that the seyd copyholders and customary tenauntes 
shuld do no wrong with theyr catell to the seyd deffendaunt in 
the parte of the seyd wast to hym assygned in forme aforeseyd 
the seyd deffendaunt to hys great costes and charges dyd in- 
close accordyng to the seyd agrement that the parte and porcion 
of the seyd wast vnto hym assygned in seueralte in forme afore- 
seyd, the whyche parte to thys deffendaunt so assygned of the 
seyd wast conteyned abowt fower acres and more, and vpon the 
seyd fower acres or som parte thereof and other hys proper 
grounde theseyd deffendaunt dyd make pondes Stewes and feyre 
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waters to hys great costes and charges and to the relefe of and 
for the catell of the seyd compleynauntes and of other the ten- 
auntes inhabytauntes within the towne of Estangmeryng and 
Westangmeryng and of other parysshes thereynto adioyning. 
And theseyd deffendaunt also sayth that after theseyd agrement 
the seyd maner of Hclesden with all and syngler thappurten- 
aunces cam into the handes and possessyon of the kynges 
maiestye by the dyssolucion of the howse of Syon, by reason 
whereof our seyd soueraygn Lord the Kynge was seased in ffee 
of and in theseyd maner of Eclesden, and our seyd soueraygn 
lord so being thereof seased by hys letters patentes for dyuers 
consyderacions hys higghnes mouyng gave and granted vnto 
the seyd deffendaunt and to hys heyres amonges other thynges 
theseyd maner of Hclesdon with thappurtenaunces as by suffy- 
cyent conveyaunce in the lawe redy to be shewed to thys honor- 
able court more at large doth and may appere, by force whereof 
theseyd deffendaunt entryd into the seyd maner of Hclesden 
with thappurtenaunces and thereof ys seassed in hys demeane 
as of ffee. And he so beyng thereof seased, abowt one yere last 
past and after theseyd graunt made by our seyd soueraygn lord 
of theseyd maner of Hclesden to theseyd deffendaunt in forme 
aforeseyd, It was also further fully condyscendyd and agreed 
betweene theseyd deffendaunt and theseyd compleynauntes and 
other the copyholders of theseyd maner of Hclesden that theseyd 
deffendaunt shuld have suche cotages and certen severall 
parcelles of lond whereof they wer seased at the wyll of the lord 
of theseyd maner of Hclesden accordyng to the custome of the- 
seyd maner of Eclesden whych wer lying ther in one fyld ther 
callyd the West fyld within the paryshe of Westangmeryng, and 
that in recompence and satysfacion whereof theseyd customary 
tenauntes shuld have other londes and tenementes in Hstang- 
meryng and Westangmeryng aforeseyd and more nye vnto the 
see syde for the better defence of those partes, whyche londes 
and tenementes was afterward assigned and appoynted to the- 
seyd compleynauntes and to the other customary tenauntes of 
theseyd maner of Eclesden by theseyd defendaunt, to the whyche 
assignement theseyd compleynauntes and the customary ten- 
auntes of theseyd maner of Hclesden wer agreable and dyd 
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condycend to the same and by reason thereof entryd into the 
seyd londes so to them assigned by the seyd deffendaunt accord- 
yng to the seyd latter agrement, and in lyke maner the seyd 
deffendaunt by force of the seyd latter agrement and accordyng 
to the meanyng of the same entryd into dyuers of theyr severall 
pecys of lond lying in theseyd Westfyld and was and ys thereof 
lawfully seased, and theseyd compleynauntes and the other cus- 
tomary tenauntes of the seyd maner of Hclesden at all tymes 
sythens the seyd latter agrement made have without let of the- 
seyd deffendaunt manured and occupyed and yet do occupye 
sowe and manure theseyd londes so assigned and appoynted 
voto them by theseyd latter agrement had and made betwene 
them and the seyd deffendaunt for and in recompence of theyr 
sayd cotages and other the seuerall pecys of lond. And theseyd 
deffendaunt further sayth that contrary to the seyd latter agre- 
ment that all the seyd compleynauntes and other the custo- 
mary tenauntes except the seyd [Bennet] one of theseyd Com- 
pleynauntes do now at this present day occupye and dwell in 
theseyd cotages of theseyd deffendaunt so to hem gyven by 
them in exchaunge for other londes by hym to them gyven in 
forme aforeseyd, and ar not as yet amoved from the possessyon 
thereof but styll do occupye theseyd cotages together with suche 
londes as theseyd deffendaunt assigned vnto them in recompence 
of the same cotages. Moreover the seyd deffendaunt saythe 
that theseyd Robert Benet now one of the seyd Compleynauntes 
held by estimacion a yard and halffe of lond in Westangmeryng 
aforeseyd holden of the seyd maner of Eclesden by copy of Court 
roll at the wyll of the lord of the seyd maner, and for that he 
pretendyd to Jacke of hys yard and halfe of lond certen nomber 
of acres he vsurpyd vsed and occupyed a porcion of theseyd 
wast grounde to make vp the nomber of hys yard and halfe of 
lond, the whyche yard lond and halfe by the custome of the- 
seyd maner shuld conteyne in ytselfe but thirty acres. Where- 
upon theseyd deffendaunt in the presence of theseyd Robert 
Bennet and the other compleynauntes and all other customary 
tenauntes of theseyd maner of Hclesden dwellyng in Westang- 
meryng aforeseyd dyd vewe and mesure theseyd yard lond and 
halfe of theseyd Robert Bennet, and by the mesuryng and 
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examynacon thereof yt was found and proued that the seyd 
Robert Bennet had more acres of lond to hys yard lond and 
halfe then he ought to have so that he ought to have no part 
nor porcon of theseyd wast grounde to make vp and furnysshe 
hys nomber of theseyd yard lond and halfe, by force whereof 
theseyd deffendaunt beyng lord of theseyd maner of Eclesden 
as ys aforeseyd entryd into theseyd part and porcion of the wast 
lying in a place ther callyd the breche the whyche theseyd 
Robert Bennet vsurped and pretendyd to have as ys aforeseyd, 
after whiche entre so made by the seyd deffendaunt theseyd 
Robert Bennet gave graunted and surrendered to theseyd de- 
ffendaunt and to hys heyres all his copyhold lond whyche he 
held of the seyd maner of Eclesden except one pece of medowe 
and one other pece of theseyd wast and in recompence of the 
seyd surrender theseyd deffendaunt gave to the seyd Robert 
Bennet xxvi s. vili d. and other londes and tenementes in Estang- 
meryng aforeseyd beyng of as great value as the premysses 
surrendered by theseyd Robert Bennet dyd amount vnto, into 
the whyche londes and tenementes so gyven to theseyd Robert 
Bennet in recomperve of theseyd surrender theseyd Robert 
Bennet entryd into the same and ys nowe thereof seased and 
the same doth manure and occupye without lett or interrupcion 
of thys deffendaunt, By reason whereof theseyd Robert Bennet 
ne any other of theseyd Compleynauntes have no cause to com- 
pleyne. Wythout that that theseyd deffendaunt hath wrong- 
fully of hys extort power taken from theseyd compleynauntes 
theyr pastures holden by copy of Court Roll holden of theseyd 
maner of Eclesden and incolosyd and imparked them, or hath 
vniaufully converted them to his owne proper vse and com- 
modyte, or hath wrongfully taken from theseyd Compleynauntes 
theyr Comons and made of them fysshe pondes and vnlawfully 
converted to hys owne proper vse, or that that theseyd deffen- 
daunt hath wrongfully taken from the seyd Compleynauntes 
theyr mansyon howses groundes londes tenementes and 
orchardes by force or ageynst theyr wylles and them hath 
spoyled or ploked downe any of theyr howses and hath gyven 
away theyr tymber or burned any of the howses, or by any 
force and vyolence hath dryven owt any of theseyd Compleyn- 
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auntes owt of theseyd lordshipp of Hclesden in maner and 
forme as in theseyd byli of compleynt ys ontruly and falsely 
allegyd and surmysed, and without that that theseyd deffendaunt 
hath cawsed any of theseyd compleynauntes by compulcion to 
take other londes beyng non of hys owne in further places from 
them beyng worce londes and of no clere tytle, or to that som 
of the seyd Compleynauntes theseyd deffendaunt hath appoynted 
no londes to them in recompence of suche londes as theseyd 
deffendaunt hath taken from them by force of theseyd agrement, 
Or that that the seyd deffendaunt in any ryotous and forcyble 
maner besett the howses of theseyd Compleynauntes abowte 
and threatnyd them to impryson, Or that theseyd Compleyn- 
auntes for the safegard of theyr lyves dyd shyttup theyr doores 
and durst not for feare and perell of dethe come out of the same 
in maner and forme as in theseyd byll of Compleynte ys sclaun- 
drously and falcely allegyd, And without that that theseyd de- 
ffendaunt ryotously brake open the dores of the howses of the- 
seyd Compleynauntes myndyng and intendyng yf thexclamacion 
and lamentable outerye of theyr wyves chyldren with the won- 
deryng of the market men that passed by had not byn to have 
Imprysoned beatten maymed and murthered theseyd Compleyn- 
auntes, Or that by occasion of any cruell demeanour and ivill 
dealyng with theseyd Compleynauntes or by force of any wrong- 
full takyng of any of the copyes or howses from theseyd Com- 
pleynauntes that they or any of them lost the vse of reason for 
a tyme, Or that theseyd deffendaunt sayed vnto Margaret Bennet 
wyff to theseyd Robert Benet : do ye not knowe that the kynges 
grace hath put downe all the houses of monkes ffriares and 
Nunnes? therefore now ys the tyme come that we gentylmen 
wyll pull downe the houses of suche pore knaves as ye be, in 
maner and forme as in the seyd byll of Compleynt is ontruly 
sclaunderously and malycyously allegyd, And without that that 
theseyd deffendaunt hathe wrongfully gyven warnyng to all the 
tenauntes in one holl Streete of theseyd lordship beyng next to 
the See syde to avoyde the possessyon of theyr londes and 
tenementes ther wherein in tymes past dyuers and many persons 
hath inhabyted to resyst [blank] in tymes of nede, Or that that 
theseyd deffendaunt hath gyven warnyng to any other tenauntes 
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to avoyde from theyr howses but to suche as he hath he dyd 
and hath appoynted and provyded other fermes and howses as 
ys aboueseyd, Or that that theseyd Compleynauntes for feare 
and daunger of theyr lyves by reason of theseyd deffendaunt hys 
seruauntes and adherentes dare not returne home into theyr 
contrey, Or that theseyd deffendaunt and hys seruauntes have 
foweten and beaten man woman and chyld dwelling within the 
seyd lordshipp that wold or durst speake ageynst theseyd de- 
ffendaunt or hys actes and procedynges in maner and forme as 
in theseyd Byll of Compleynt is ontruly sclaunderously and 
malycyously allegyd, And without that that any other thynges 
elles materyell or travysabyll and not here answered confessed 
travysyd or avoydyd is trewe: all whiche matters the seyd 
deffendaunt is redy to avarre as this honorable court will awarde 
and prayth to be dysmyssed with his resonable costes and 
charges susteyned in that behalff. 


9. ENCLOSURE OF COMMONS AND OPPRESSION OF COPYHOLDERS, 
temp. HEN. VIII. 


[P.R.O. Star Chamber Proceedings, Henry VIII., Vol. XIII., No. 83.] 


[Endorsed].—Inhabitants of Draycote and Stoke Gifford v. 
Rodney. 


To the King our souueraigne lord and to the lordes of 
his moost honorable and discrete counsaill. 


Please it your highnes to vnderstand of the Wrongis oppres- 
sions extorcions and iniuries doon and committed by sur John 
Rodney Knyght vnto your power and faithful Subiectis Inhabit- 
antes within the Townes and villages of Draycot and Stoke 
Gifford within your Countie of Somerset whose names resteth 
yn a sedule to this bill annexed, Wherof some are tenauntis to 
the Lady Lisley your Warde, some tenauntis to the Lord of 
Seint Johns, and some tennauntis to the same Sir John: ffirst 
that Where the seid inhabitauntes and their Auncestres and all 
_ those Whos astate thei haue in their holdes and tenures within 
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the seid Townes and villages, by reason of their holds and 
tenures in the same Townes and villages have vsed tyme out of 
mynde to have comen of pasture for their bestis in a more 
within your seid Countie, called Stoke more, wiche more the 
seid Sur John hath nowe of late enclosed in to his park of Stoke 
and taken as his seuerall contrarie to right Justice and good 
conscience, by reason wherof your said subiectis must leue their 
tenures and holdes whiche is to their vtter vndoing. Also the 
seid Sur John hath nowe of late enclosed as his seuerall cc acres 
and more of a certain grounde within your seid Countie called 
Myndepe, parcell of your forrest ther, contrarie to all right and 
good conscience, Where as your seid subiectis and all other in- 
habitauntes within the seid Townes and villages have vsed tyme 
out of mynde to have Comen in the seid grounde soo enclosed 
for their beestes, by reason of whiche enclosure your seid subiectis 
are vtterly vndon. Also the seid Sur John hath stopped the 
comen Wey Whiche your seid subiectis and all other personnes 
inhabitauntes within the seid Townes and villages by reason of 
their tenours there haue vsed to haue to their seid comen. Also 
the seid Sur John wrongfully without colour or title of right but 
oonly of his extorte power and might contrarie to all lawes and 
good conscience hath taken from oone John Jenyns one of your 
seid subiectis and from Mawde Jenyns and Jane Broke widowes 
two tenementis and a parcell of their grounde to the same 
tenauntis belongyng, and also pulled downe their seid tenementis 
or houses and hathe enclosed the same into his seid parke, and 
yet the seid Sur John compelleth theim to paie the hoole rent 
for the premisses contrarie to all right and good conscience. 
Also the seid Sur John at sundrye and diuers tymes at his 
Courtis holden within the seid manours of Stoke Gifford and 
Draicote compelleth suche of your seid subiectis as be his 
tenauntis to shewe him their Writtingis that thei haue of their 
seid holdes, and when he hath theym in his handes some of the 
same writtingis he raseth and deliuereth the same so rased to 
his seid tenauntis ayenn, by colour wherof he daily troubleth 
and manesseth thaim to put theym from their seid holdes 
and tenours contrarie to all right and good conscience. Also 
where as oone John Webbe oone of your seid subiectis paied 
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vnio the seid Sur John twenty markis for a fyne and to the seid 
Sur John is wiffe xl s. vpponn twentie yeres past for a tenament 
wherof the seid Sur John promised to make astate by his dede 
sufficient in the lawe unto the seid John Webbe and his wiff 
for terme of their lives, whiche dede and astate the seid Sur 
John denieth to make, albeit that that the seid John Webbe and 
his seid wiffe have often tymes required him that to doo. Also 
where as oone William Kechynn nowe deceassed paid in his 
liffe vnto the seid Sur John eight pounde for a fyne for a tene- 
ment and certain lande to the same belonging in Draicote afor- 
seid to thuse and behofe of John Kechin oone of your seid 
subiectis and Isabell his wiffe terme of their liues, the same sur 
John of his extorte power and might hath taken from the seid 
John Kechyn the best parte of the seid londe to the seid tena- 
ment belongyng, And the seid sur John not oonly entreteth the 
seid John Webbe and John in this maner but also many and 
diuers of your seid subiectis his tenauntis contrarie to all right 
and good conscience. Also the seid sur John daily compelleth 
your seid subiectis to leve their owne besynes and to plowe his 
lande with their oxenn and ploweis and also to carie his wodde 
tymbre and stone to his owne house Without geving vnto thaim 
any mete drink or wages for the same, And if thei sey him naye 
he manesseth and threteneth thaim to hange bete and mayhem 
theim contrarie to your lawes and to their greate ympoueryssing 
and vtter undoyng. Also the seid sur John daily occupieth and 
laboureth their horses and mares as his owne without their leve 
or licence, And when the same horses and mares canne noo 
more labour he sendeth the same horses and mares home to your 
seid subiectis, whiche afterwardis for the moost parte the same 
horses and mares dieth or else they be never able to doo any 
more seruice. Also the seid sur John hauyng Red dere within 
his seid park willfully suffreth the same dere to lye daily and 
nyghtly vpon the Corne and grasse of your seid subiectis, and 
your seid subiectis for fere of their lyves dare not ons dryve 
theim awaie, And if thei put anny litle houndes vpon thaim to 
dryve theim awaie the seid sur John and his seruauntis killeth 
the same houndes, soo that your seid subiectis canne kepe noo 
maner of dogges nor houndes within their houses to dryue a 
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waie any bestes out of their Corne. And if remedie be not 
hadde the rather in the premisses your seid subiectis must of 
fyne force leve their holdes and tenours and goo a begging for 
their lyving, for thei are not able nor of power nor yet dare not 
sue for their remedie in the premisses and continue in your seid 
Countie for fere of their lyves, and soo without remedie oonles your 
gracious highnes [helpe] be vnto theim shewed in the premisses. 
And also where as oone Sur Richarde Carter Clerk parsonne of 
Stoke aforeseid, oone of your seid subiectis, was seased of certain 
lande and alsoito haue Comen in the foreseid more and in the 
right of his seid churche, Whiche Comen and lande the seid Sur 
Jobn hath kepte from the seid Sur Richard thes many yeres by 
reasonn wherof the seid parsonnage is decayed yerly aboue the 
Where as the seid parsonne is not able nor of power to sue for 
his remedie in the premisses atte Comen lawe and soo without 
remedie, onlesse your moost gracious helpe be had in the 
premisses. Please it therefore your seid highnes of your moost 
habundaunt grace and pety the premisses to considre, and to call 
the seid sur John afore your seid highnes and your moost 
honorable Counsaill at your palaise of Westmynster at a certain 
daie and vponn a certain payne by your seid highnes to be 
limitted their to aunswere vnto the premisses, and to ordere 
suche directionn and punyshment in the same so that your seid 
subiectis may be recompensed of their seid Iniuries and Wrongis 
to thaim committed by the seid sur John, Whiche amounteth 
aboue the somme of cccce markis. And that the seid sur John 
may fynde ynto your highnes good and sufficient suerties of his 
good abering and also to kepe you[r] pease ayenst your seid 
subiectis and all other, soo that the same your subiectis maye 
hereafter lyve quyetly and peasably in your seid Countie vnder 
your highnes according to your lawes. And onn that that it 
wolde please your seid highnes to directe your Commission to 
endifferent personnes to enquire of the extorcions and oppres- 
sions doone and committed by the seid sur John to many and 
diuers of your power subiectis within your seid Countie, whiche 
your said subiectis estemeth to be aboue the somme of one M li. 
And your seid subiectis shall daily pray to god for the preserua- 
cion of your moost Royall estate longe to endure. 
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The aunswere of Sur John Rodney Knyght to the bill of 
articles of complaint put ayenst him by Richard William 
John Webbe and diuers other personnes of the Townes 
of Stoke and Dreycot in the Countie of Somerset. 


The seid sur John seith that the seid bill of articules is in- 
sufficient and vncertain to be aunswered ynto and the mater in 
the same conteigned is determinable att common lawe, wherto 
he praieth to be remitted with his reasonable costis and 
damages for his wrongfull vexacion by him susteyned in that 
behalfe. Neuertheles for the declaracion of trought concernyng 
the premisses and the demeanure of the seid sur John in the 
same he seieth ffurst, as vnto the furst and secunde articules, 
the seid sur John seieth that before the tyme of the enclosure 
supposed in the said articules he was and yet is fully seased of 
the maner of Stoke in the seid articules specified in his demeasne 
as of fee, wherof diuers of the seid complaynauntis be tenauntis 
to the seid sur John for terme of liffe by copie of Courte Rolle 
after custume of the same manor, and some be tenauntis for 
terme of liffe by dede, and somme occupieth by sufferans and 
at pleasure and will of the seid Sur John without hauyng any 
copie or dede, and somme of the seid compleynauntis be noo 
tenauntis ne occupiers of any lande in the seid lordshippis of Stoke 
or Dreycot, soo that the seid persons whiche be noo tenauntis 
make their complaint of pure malice without any grounde or 
cause. And as the foreseid personnes whiche be tenauntis for 
terme of liffe by dede copye or by sufferans of the seid sur John, 
the seid sur John seieth that theiought not ne may by the comen 
lawe prescribe to haue common ayenst the seid sur John owener 
of the seid manor wherof thei be tenauntis, and if thei might as 
thei may not yet the seid sur John seith that it is laufull for him 
that is their lord and owener of the seid manor and landes where 
thei pretende to haue comon to enprowe him self in his owne 
grounde leving to his seid teneauntis sufficient comen there, and 
the seid sur John seith that he enclosed a certain other grounde 
parcell of his seid manor called the Allars as it was laufull for 
him to doo whiche is noo parcell of the seid lande called Stoke 
more, whiche inclosure the seid complaynauntis with diuers 
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other riotouse personnes to the noumbre of vij** personnes and 
aboue rioutosly with force breake of their malicious myndes, 
pullid upp the pale of the seid sur Johns there set for the en- 
closure, and hit thenne and their dide brenne the same, without 
that that the seid sur John hath enclosed the seid more called 
Stoke more as by the seid articules of complaint is surmised. 
And he ferther seieth that the seid sur John Rodney suffereth 
his seid tenauntis to vse comon in his seid more as he hath doone 
in tymes past at his will and pleasure withouten any right, in 
whiche lande called Stoke more is more pasture thenne his seid 
tenauntis bene able to occupie, without that that the seid 
tenauntis or inhabitauntes of Dreycote ought to haue anny 
comen in the same more called Stoke more, or that any tenauntes 
of the lady Lesley or any tenauntes of the lord of seint Johns haue 
or of right ought to haue comen in the seid more called Stoke 
more in maner and fourme as by the same articules is surmised. 
And where it is supposed that the seid sur John shulde haue 
enclosed cc acres of landes of Mendepe wherin the seid com- 
playnauntis claymeth common, the seid sur John seieth that he 
entendith to inclose abought xl acres and to leue more pasture 
in wast grounde ther vnclosed thenne all his tenauntis ben able 
to occupie, And made a litell wall their begynnyng the same 
enclosure, without that he hath yet fully enclosed any parcell of 
grounde their or that he entendid to enclose ther two hundreth 
acreas of Wast grounde as by the seid bill is surmised. And as 
to the iij d. articule wherin is conteigned that the seid sur John 
shulde stopp a comen Wei to the seid more called Stoke more, 
thereto the seid sur John seieth that he and his auncestres hath 
suffered the seid tenauntis to haue ways to the seid more, 
wherof the oone wey was thorough the vtter Courte of the seid 
sur John and by cause it was a nusaunce he did Stopp it as it 
was laufull for him to doo aad suffereth theym to occupie the 
other wey as esye for thaim as the other was, soo that thei be 
not greued therby but their complaint only grounded vpon 
malys. As to the iiijt" articule wherin is conteigned the taking 
awey of an house of John Jenens and Maude Jenyns the seid 
sur John seith that the seid Maude is seassed of two tenamentis 
in Stoke wherunto is perteinyng certain acres of landes for 
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terme of liff the remaindre to the seid John Jenens for terme of 
his litte and thei bounden to susteyne repaire and maynteigne 
the seid tenamentes, and she dwelled vpon the oone and occupied 
not the other but suffered it to be vacant and toke therof noo 
proficte by reason wherof it fell in dekey, and to ease the seid 
Maude of the reparacion therof it was agreed betwene the seid 
sur John John Jenens and Maude vponn the suet of the seid 
John Jenyns and Maude that the seid sur John shulde take 
downe the seid house and inclose the Cyte therof into his 
orchard, And ferther seieth that the seid Maude at this daie 
and alwais hath and yet dooth kepe and occupie all the grounde 
and lande belongyng to bothe tenamentis and soo that she hath 
rather profeite thenne hurte. Also where it is conteigned in 
the same articule that the seidisur John shulde imparke and [sic] 
house or tenement of Johane Brokis and take the same awaie, 
the seid sur John therto seieth that he is not gilty of the im- 
parking therof and as to the taking awey of the seid house the 
seid sur John seieth that the seid Johan dwelleth in Drecote and 
holdeth the same*tenament whiche lieth in Stoke of the seid sur 
John by copie of Courte, Rolle, where the custume is that noo 
tenaunt shal make noo vnder tenaunt without licence of the 
lord vpon payne of forfaiture, And she did let the seid holde in 
Stoke to an other mann without licence contrarie to the seid 
custume, by reasonn whereof the seid sur John did sease a litell 
vacant house parcell of the seid tenament, as lawfull it was for 
him to doo, and yet suffereth the seid Johan to occupie the 
residue of the same tenament with thappurtenances whiche he 
might laufully sease into his handes if he wolde. Also as to the 
fieth articule wherin is conteigned that the seid sur John shulde 
race the dedes of his tenauntis, the seid sur John seith that he 
neuer raased any dede of any of his tenauntis, And forasmoche 
as that articule is very slanderous and vncertain, the seid sur 
John praieth that the seid complaynauntis may be compelled to 
expresse the names of suche personnes whose dedes by their 
surmise shulde be so raased, and he shall make more presise 
aunswere therunto. Also as to the sixte articule wherin is con- 
teimned that the seid sur John did take a fyne of John Webbe 
and refuse to seale his dedes, the seid sur John seieth he had a 
3 * 
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certain fyne of him for his tenament long tyme past but howe 
muche he hadde he is not perfitly nowe remembrid, and whether 
the seid sur John is wiff hadde anny money of the seide Webbe 
the seid sur John knowith not, but he seieth that allwaie sith 
the seid fyne taken by the seid sur John the seyd sur John hath 
suffered the seid John Webbe to occupie his seid tenament with- 
out anny interupcion, and at diuers Courtis hathe caused pro- 
clamacion to be made that all those whiche hadde paied their 
fynes for their tenamentis shulde make their dedes according to 
their couenauntis and the custume of the Courtis and thei 
shuld be sealed, soo the seid sur John hath beene redie to seale 
his dede according to his couenauntis, till nowe of late that the 
seid John Webbe with other riotus personnes agayne the kingis 
pease and contrarie to the custume of the manor rioutously as- 
sembled thaim selff and put the seid Sur John in great geopardie, 
as by a bill put in to this Courte by the seid Sur John ageyne 
the seid John Webbe and other more at large it dothe appere. 
And if it be thought by your good lordshipps that the seide John 
Webb shulde haue estate made notwithstanding his mysde- 
meanre the seid sur John is redie to doo therin as it shalbe 
thowght by this Courte. And as for the seuenth articule wherin 
is conteigned that the seid sur John shulde take a fyne of 
William Kechynn for a tenament to the use of Johon Kechyn 
and Isabell his wiffe, the seid sur John seith that for the seid 
summe in the seid articule expressed he bargayned and solde 
the seid tenament to the seid William for terme of his lyffe, ac- 
cording to the whiche bargayne he occupied the seid tenament 
for terme of his liffe without interupcion of the seid sur John, 
without that he made any bargayne with the seid William for 
the seid John and Isabell as it is surmised by the seid articule. 
As to the eight articule wherin is conteigned that the seid sur 
John shulde compell his tenauntis to plowe his lande and to doo 
other besynes for him, the seid sur John seith that at certain 
tymes. long passed his seid tenauntis of their good mynde and 
free will to his knowlege haue holpenn him with their plowes 
and he hath in like maner holpen theym with his plowes at their 
busynes after the olde custume, and ferther seith that at suche 
tymes as his tenauntis did helpp him thei hadde mete and drink 


AGRICULTURE AND RURAL SOCIETY 37 


_ conuenient, And as far as euer he cowde knowe thei were well 
contented therwith, without that that the seid sur John hath 
compelled thaim to plowe his lande or to doo any bysynes for 
him by manasse or otherwise, or that he occupied any plowing 
this seuen yeres passed as by the seid bill is surmised. And to 
the nynneth articule wherin is conteigned that the same sur 
John shulde occupie the horses and mares of his tenauntis, he 
seith he never occupied any of the horses or mares of his seid 
tenauntis without their good will as far as he remembrith, and 
ferther he seith that if he occupied any of their horses or mares 
whiche miscaried in his seruice he hath recompensed the partie 
therfore, and praieth that the names of the personnes greved and 
their wrongis may be in especialte remembrid and he shall make 
therto directe aunswere. As to the teneth articule, Wherby it is 
surmised that the seid sur John shulde distroye the corne of his 
tenauntis with his redde dere and to kill their doggis, the seyd 
sir John seyth that sumtyme the seid red dere haue brokyn out 
of his parke and to his knowlege have donne littill hurte in the 
corne of his tenauntis; howe be it the seide sur John hath 
oftentymes seid to his seid tenauntis that thei shulde present or 
persue at any Courte of his what hurte his seid dere haue doon 
to his seid tenauntis and he haue been alwayes redye to make 
thaim reasonable amendes, And as to the doggis he seith that 
he hath commaunded his tenauntis to clogge their dogges for the 
distroying of his dere and Waren and thei wold not it doo, 
Wherfore at certaine tymes whene the doggis of his tenauntis 
hath troubled his dere or warenne it may chaunce well that 
summe of his seruauntes hath by chaunce of somme stroke 
kylled somme of their dogges. As to the xj articule Wherin is 
conteigned that the seid sur John shulde with holde lande from 
the parsone, he seith that he before this tyme hath occupied 
oone acre of lande of the seid parsons by his agrement and truly 
hath paied the parsons farmer the rent therfore, without that that 
he kepith or euer kepte any lande uf the seid parsonnes contrarie 
to his will. And as to his comen he knoweth not that the seid 
parsonne shulde haue any moo bestis in the comen saving only a 
bull, howe be it the seid sur John sufferith alwais the parsonne 
to put in to the Comenn suche beastis as he wolde. And as to 
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the dekeye of the parsonnage the seid sur John seith that it is 
not dekeyed, but that many menn wolbe contented to geue for the 
ferme therof as muche as any mann in tymes past gaue ther- 
fore. 


To the King our souueraigne lord. In moost humble wise 
shewith vnto your highnes your faithfull subiect and seruaunte 
John Rodney Knyght, that oone John Webbe of Stoke Rodeney 
otherwise called Stoke Gifford within your Countie of Somerset 
husbondman, John Hardwiche of the same towne and Countie 
husbondman, Richard Chike of the same towne and Countie 
husbondman, William Giffuys of the same towne and Countie 
husbondman, John Genes of the same towne and Countie 
husbondman, John Dultyng of the same towne and Countie 
husbondman, and William Cade of the same towne and Countie 
husbondman, with other riotouse and evill disposed personnes 

-disturbers of your peasce to the noumber of sevyn score in all 
in maner of a newe insurrection assembled, not dreding god 
your grace nor your lawes, of their malicious mynde the thirde 
daie of Aprill yn the seuenthe yere of your moost noble reigne 
at Stoke Rodeney aforeseid with force and armes that is to seye 
with battis and staves and other wepons a pale of the same Sur 
John stonding abought the West parte of a Wodde of the same 
Sur Johns called the Alders dedde breke downe, a greate parte of 
the same pale of their vengeable and dispitefull mynde whiche 
thei bere agayne the seid sur John dedde ther and thenne 
brenne. And soo it is gracious lord that when the seid sur John 
was enfourmed of the seid vnlaufull assemble and riott and other 
mysdemeanure contrarie to your lawes he, entendinge vnder good 
and peasable manner to pasifie thaim, came to thaim with twoo 
seruuauntis with him and ynder faier manner intreate[{d] thaim to 
sease of brennyng of the seid pale, whiche notwithstanding thei 
wolde not but gaue to the seid sur John many dispitfull wordes, 
and the seid John Webbe with a pike furke stroke two tymes at 
the seid sur John entending to haue slayne him, howe be it the 
seid Richard Chike one of the seid malefactours bare the last 
stroke seying : let not vs slee him for he is our maister, Wher- 
upon the same sur John perceuyng their murderouse mynde de- 
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parted and left thaim brennyng the seid pale. Which Riott and 
vaolaufull assemble insurrectionn and other mysdemeanures 
aboueseid shalbe a great boldnes and pernycious and evill 
example to other personnes of your Realme to do in like maner 
and a gréate boldenes to euerye mannes tenauntis to make 
insurrections ayenst their lordes and sett thaim at nought nor 
regarding your grace nor your lawes, Wherby the powre of the 
Realme may be enfebled and out of good order and many greate 
inconueniences maye growe if due punysshment therupon be not 
hadde, In consideracion Wherof it may please your grace that 
for asmuche as a greate parte of the seid offendres are present 
in this Courte that thei maybe compelled to make aunswer to 
the premisses and to abide suche direccion theruponn whiche shall 
stande with equitie right your lawes and good conscience. And 
the seid sur John shall praye to god for the preseruacion of your 
moost Royall estate. 


10. INSTRUCTIONS TO THE ENCLOSURE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED 
JUNE, 1548, AND HALE’S CHARGE TO THE JURIES IMPAN- 
ELLED TO PRESENT ENCLOSURES. 


[Strype, Ecclesiastical Memorials, Vol. Il., Pt. IL., 
pp. 359-60. ] 


First, Ye shal enquire what towns, villages, and hamlets 
have been decayed and laid down by inclosures into pastures, 
within the shire contained in your instructions, sith the fourth 
year of the reign of K, Henry VII. 

Item, What lands were then in tillage at the time of the said 
inclosure, and what then in pasture. 

Item, How many plows, by reason of the said enclosure, be 
laid down. 

Item, How many meases, cottages, and dwelling houses be 
fallen in decay, and the inhabitants of the same departed from 
their habitation there, by reason of the same inclosure : and how 
much land belonged unto the said tenants. 

Item, By whom the said inclosures were made, and how long 
agone; and if they were made within the same time; and of 
what yearly rent and profit they be. 
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Item, Who hath now the state of inheritance, and the profits 
of the same inclosure ; and of whom the lands be holden. 

Item, How many new parks be now made sith the said time. 

Item, What arable land, at the time of the making the said 
parks, were imparked within the same. 

Item, How many ploughs, houses, and inhabitations be de- 
cayed by imparking of the said ground. 

Item, How many parks within the said shire be enlarged sith 
the said time ; and how much of the sam ground was then arable 
and put in tillage. 

Item, How many ploughs, houses, and inhabitations be de- 
cayed by reason of the said imparking. 

Item, If any person hath or doth keep above the number of 
two thousand sheep, besides lambs of one years age ; and whether 
he hath kept the same upon his own lands, or upon his farm 
lands, or upon both, or otherwise by covyn or fraud, and how 
long he hath kept them. 

Item, How many sheep ye think have been necessary for the 
only expences of such persons household for one year. 

Item, If any person hath letten any lands to farm, or by copy 
of court-rol, reserving the sheep pasture of the same to himself, 
or if any person hath taken from his tenants their commons, 
wherby they be not able to breed and keep their cattel, and 
maintain their husbandry, as they were in time past. 

Item, lf any person hath had or occupied above the number 
of two houses or tenements of husbandry lying in one town, 
village, hamlet, or tithing, and how,long he hath occupied the 
same. 

Item, Whether such person hath taken the same in farm, for 
the erm of life, years at wil, by indenture or copy of court-rol 
or otherwise, sith the feast of the Nativity of our Lord God 
mall{esi}mo quingentesimo tricesimo quinto, and where such person 
dwelleth. 

Item, If every person, body politic or corporate, that hath, by 
gift, grant, lease, or demise, the scite or precinct and demeasnes, 
of any monastery, priory, or religious house, dissolved by vertue 
of the act of Parliament made in the 27th year of the reign of 
the King that dead is, do keep an honest continual house and 
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houshold in the same scite or precinct, and do occupy yearly 
as much of the same demeasnes, in ploughing and tillage of 
husbandry, as was commonly used to be kept by the governours, 
abbots, or priors of the same houses, monasteries, or priories, or 
by their farmour or farmours occupying the same, within the 
time of twenty years next before the making of the said statute. 

Item, That you, our said commissioners, for your better in- 
structions, take with you the copies of al such offices as were 
found concerning the premisses in the ninth and tenth years of 
the reign of our most noble father K. Henry VIII. 

These be our instructions, and the articles of your charge 
generally ; howbeit we think it very good to open it more speci- 
ally. For as there be many good men that take great pains to 
study to devise good laws for the commonwealth; so be there a 
great many, that do with as great pains and study, labour to 
defeat them, and as the common saying is, to find gapps and 
starting holes. But first, to declare unto you what is meant by 
this word inclosures. It is not taken where a man doth enclose 
and hedge in his own proper ground, where no man hath 
commons. For such inclosure is very beneficial to the common- 
wealth ; it is a cause of great encrease of wood: but it is meant 
therby, when any man hath taken away and enclosed any other 
mens commons, or hath pulled down houses of husbandry, and 
converted the lands from tillage to pasture. This is the meaning 
of this word, and so we pray you to remember it. 

To defeat these statuts, as we be informed, some have not 
pulled down their houses, but maintain them—howbeit no 
person dwelleth therin, or if there be, it is but a shepheard or a 
milkmaid—and convert the lands from tillage to pasture: and 
some about one hundred acres of ground, or more or less, make 
a furrow, and sow that, and the rest they till not, but pasture 
with their sheep. And some take the lands from their houses, 
and occupy them in husbandry, but let the houses out to beggars 
and old poor people. Some, to colour the multitude of their 
sheep, father them on their children, kinsfolks, and servants. 
All which be but only crafts and subtilties to defraud the laws ; 
such ag no good man will use, but rather abhor. For every 
good man wil direct his study to observe the laws, rather than 
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break them, and say to himself thus: I know the makers of 
these laws meant good to the commonwealth. Men be but men, 
they cannot se al things; they be no gods, they cannot make 
things perfect. Therefore, I wil rather do that they meant, 
altho’ without danger of the law I might do otherwise, and I 
will withal my heart do good to my country, albeit it be against 
my private profit, rather than hurt it. And therfore if there be 
any such that use these tricks, albeit they be not comprehended 
in the letter of the law, I pray you let us know him, and present 
you his name. 

Thus have we declared unto you the causes of our coming 
and your assemble here: which is only to enquire of such 
things as we have been charged with. If ye wil do your office 
therein as becometh good men, that is to say, without partiality 
or favour, accuse and present those that be to be accused and 
presented for offending of these statuts ; and in these enormities, 
we doubt not but ye shal do God as great and as acceptable 
sacrifice as may be. For hereby shal his glory and the fruit of 
his word, which is charity and love to our neighbours, be pub- 
lished and set forth to the world. Ye shal do the King the 
greatest service that can be devised. For hereby his people and 
subjects (in the multitude of whom his honour and safty con- 
sisteth) shal bs ancreased; and ye shal shew your selves good 
members of the body and the commonwealth of the realm, that 
covet and desire as much the wealth and commodity of your 
Christen brethren and neighbours, as ye do your own. 

Besides, it is not unlike but that these great fines for lands 
and emprovement of rents shal abate, and al things wax cheap ; 
xx and xxx eggs for a peny, and the rest after the rate as 
hath been in times past; and the poor craftsman may live, 
and set their wares at reasonable prices; and noblemen and 
gentlemen that have not emprowed nor enhaunced their rents, 
nor were sheep-masters, nor grasiers, but lived like noblemen 
and gentlemen, shal be the better able to keep good hospitality 
among you, and keep servants about them, as they have done in 
time past. And that, sith ye shal thus serve God, the King, and 
the commonwealth, ye wil put away al fear of any person, land 
lord, master, or other. For God, the King, and the common- 
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wealth, if ye serve them truly and faithfully, as they be able to 
defend you against the Devil, the world, and private profit; so 
may you be sure they wil suffer no person to do you injury. 
And considering the manifold benefits that may come by truly 
executing therof, we also require and advertise you, that for no 
favour ye go about to excuse or leave unpresented those that ye 
know to have offended: you shal do your selves much hurt by 
running into wilful perjury ; and, indeed, nothing profit them 
whom ye intend to gratify. For we ourselves, if need shal re- 
quire, wil take the pains to view everything particularly. 

And, therfore, for Gods sake, good people, do as becometh 
honest men, declare the truth, and nothing but the truth. And 
on th’other side, we require you on Gods behalf, command you 
in the King’s name, and exhort you as your friends, that ye wil 
not abuse this the great goodnes of God, the Kings Majesty, and 
his high Council herein offered ; that is to say, that ye make not 
this godly thing an instrument of malice, to be revenged on any 
man to whom ye bear displesure: for things grounded on malice, 
God wil never suffer to prosper. Besides, we charge you and 
command you al, that be present on the Kings behalf, and that 
ye likewise charge al your neighbours that be absent, that ye nor 
none of them go about to take upon you to be executors of the 
statuts ; to cut up mens hedges, and to put down their enclosures, 
or by any ways to hurt them. For this is not your office to do. 
Ye shal highly offend God, break the Kings laws, and be an oc- 
casion that that good that might, and is like to follow, shal not 
take place, nor come to that good end that is desired. But 
let it appear to the world that ye desire a charitable and quiet 
reformation by the order only of the law, whereunto we ought and 
be bound to be obedient. Be ye not breakers of the law, while 
ye go about to have vices reformed by the law. Accuse and 
present you justly those that be offenders of these statuts. 
For this is only our duty to wil you and yours to do, and let 
the law work his effect, power, and office afterward. 

And by this means we trust in God, that as it hath pleased 
him to put into the Kings and his Councils heads to begin this 
matter, so wil he give them grace to finish and accomplish the 
same; and to do greater things to his glory, the Kings honor 
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and safty, and the universal benefit of us al. And unles we 
wil shew ourselves unkind, we cannot but honor God and give 
him thanks, that it hath pleased him to send us such a King, 
such a Protector, and such a Council, that only be bent and en- 
clined to do the people good. Doubtles, good people, where 
the people love and honour God, favour and embrace his word, 
and live accordingly, to them doth God send good and gracious 
rulers. And on th’other side, where they favour not nor love 
his word, to them he sendeth unpitiful and hard rulers, such as 
only shal seek their own plesures, benefits, and commodities, 
not passing on their poor subjects. And therfore, good people, 
let us love, favour, and embrace Gods word, which thing only 
is the cause that this godly act is set forward: it is the general 
comfort of al Christian men, and specially of the poor: it for- 
biddeth the rich to oppress the poor, and willeth and com- 
mandeth him to be merciful to him: it declareth us to be 
members of one body, and biddeth us to love together like 
brother and brother: it teacheth the magistrates their offices 
towards their inferiors, and commandeth al people to be obedient 
to their superiors: it sheweth how God rewardeth weldoers both 
here and with everlasting felicity, and punisheth malefactors 
both in this world and with eternal damnation. 

And, therefore, good people, let us not only love and embrace 
Gods word, but also al such as be the furtherers, preachers, and 
teachers hereof. Thus I make an end, and God save the King. 


11. PRESENTMENTS BEFORE THE COMMISSION OF 1548. 
[Cooper, Annals of Cambridge, Vol. II., pp. 38-40.] 
Complayntes at the Insurrection. 


In primis, we fynde that ther be iiii Awmessehowses decayed 
in Jesus Lane whych owght to be upholden and maynteyned 
by Mr. Thomas Hutton. 

Item, we fynde that the Master and Fellows of Jesus College 
have let ther ferme hollye with all commodities together, and the 
fermor thereof hathe letten the lande to certeyne persons and 
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severed the dwellynge howse and the shepegate from the lande, 
so that the howse and shepegate be in divers men handes, and 
lykewyse the closes be letten from the howse and the hole for 
xli x8 by yere. 

Item, we fynde that a pece of noysum grounde is taken in 
owte of the common and enclosed with a muddle wall at the 
ende of Jesus Lane, for the whyche the incorporation of the 
towne is recompensed, but not the hole inhabytauntes of the 
towne whiche fynde themselves injured. 

Item, we fynde that Andrew Lambes close is crofte lande and 
ought to lye open with the fylde at lamas as common. 

Item, we fynde that a close that of late was taken in bye 
baylyff Smythe owte of the common owght to be layde open and 
to be common again, as heretofore it hathe beene accustomed, 
the yerely rent is xxvié viiit. 

Item, we find that Mr. Braken had of the prior and convente 
of Barnwell a portyon of grounde that before was layd open 
with the fylde at lamas, and was common arable land, upon the 
whiche he hath buylded certeyne howses and shoppes. 

Item, we fynde that Mr. Hynde unlawfully dothe bringe into 
Cambridge felde a flock of shepe to the number of vi or vii Ct, 
to the undoinge of the fermors and great hyndraunce of all the 
inhabitauntes of Cambrydge. 

Item, we fynde the said Mr. Hynde. after the corne be inned 
and harvest don, bryngeth in his catall in great nombre and 
eateth uppe the common to like hyndraunce. 

Item, we fynde that ther is an howse of husbandrye with 
xxx acres of lande therunto belonginge, nowe in the tenure of 
William Spyrink, dekayed and not inhabited, nor hath not bene 
these ii yeres, for then it was burned, the yerely rent is iiiili. 

Item, we fynde that Mr. Braken hathe dymyssed a lane called 
fysshores lane, and inclosed the samme whyche of late lay open 
and was common. 


Item, we fynde that Mr. Muryell hathe plowed uppe certayne 
bawlks and carte wayes in the feelde, 

Item, we fynde Mr. Bykardyck hath plowed uppe the more 
part of a bawlke behind the black freers of vii foote brode, 
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betwyxt Jesus College grownde and Myhell howse grownde, and 
he hath dyched it at both endes. 

Item, we fynde that he hath eared upp a lyke bawlk in lyk 
manner, lying betwixt the Kynges hall grownde and Myhell 
howse grownde. 

Item, we fynde also that the said Mr. Bykardyck hath taken 
in and inclosed a portyon of the common hyghewayes at both 
endes of the sayde bawlke. 

Item, we fynde there is another bawlke enclosed at both endes 
and plowed uppe, that leadeth from the forenamed bawlke, 
dyrectlye crossing the hyghewaye unto Barnwell cawsey and 
Jesus Grene. 


Item, we fynde that one pece of common is inclosed now in 
the handes of Mr. Mores, which hath been accustomed to lye 
common at Mydsomer. 

Item, we fynde one berne now in the tenure of William 
J-radlye buylded on St. Thomas lease, which was accustomed and 
owght to lye common at lamas. 

Item, we fynde that a ferme howse called cotton hall, now in 
the tenure of Mr. Fanne, is dekayed and fell downe abowt xx 
yeres agon, not inhabyted and hath iiii** acres of lande longinge 
thereunto, and is letton for v!i bye yere. 

Item, we fynde that beyonde Styrbrydge chappell, Dytton 
men have pulled downe a brydge, stopped the water, drowned 
the commons, and so enter upon Cambridge common. 

Item, we fynde that Mistress Lacys of Barnwell hathe severed 
the lande and the shepe gate of her ferms, and that bayley Genings 
and John Bernes have done the lyke in ther fermes. 

Item, we fynde that Mr. Kymbalde hath walled and dyched 
upon the hyghwaye in Barnwell, wherbye the sayd waye is 
much straytened. 

Mem. of a common balk throwe a pasture ground adjoyning 
next to Rutlands howse in little St. Marys nowe inhabited bi 
R. Tomlynson, which balke shulde be a weye to go to Thomas 
leyes and so forth on balkes to Jesus Grene, &¢., which pasture 
is now purchased bi the town, &c. 
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12. THE AFTERMATH OF KET’S RISING, 1550-53. 


[Norwich Municipal Archives. Depositions taken before the Mayor 
and Aldermen of Norwich, 1549-67, ff. 1-125, passim. ] 


Made the XXI* daye of September in the thredde yere of 
the rayne of our sovereign lorde King Edwarde the syxte. 
Edmunde Warden and Thomas Dorye Churchewardens of the Robert 
parishe of St. Gregory demanded certen ornaments out of thands ane 
of Robert Burnam being our pariche clerke for dyvers considera- 
tions, and ded advyce him to turne his harte and become a newe 
man. And he sayed he had offended no man But that he was 
hable toanswere. Then sayed I unto him That I harde a gentyl- 
man saye when he was in pryson that he was not affrayed of his 
lief of no man but of the seide Burnam. Thenne answered the 
seide Burnam and sayed: There are to many gentylman in 
Englande by Fyve hundred. Thenne saied I agayne, if thowe 
spekiste suche a worde agayne thowe shalte go to pryson. 

The seide Robert Burnam hathe spoken theis worde sythens in 
the precence of certen of thaldermen: Mr Mayour, ye do me 
wrong to kepe me here without any cause ; whereunto Mr Mayor 
answered and sayed, noo Burnam, I kepe the not here, and he 
sayed, yes, ye skrybes and pharisies, ye seke innocente bloude, 

But if I cannot have justice here I shall have it of better men, 
and I aske no favour at your handes. 

Made the last day of September anno R.R. Edwardi VIt#i. eS 
tercio. Mary [?] Chapman, the wief of Alexander Chapman, 
went to the house of William Mutton, he being sicke, there 
{[s]he founde with him doctor King, and he ded aske him howe 
he ded, and he sayed, sickelye, and the same Doctor King de- 
sired him to be of a good chere, exhorting him to be a newe man, 
and to be sorry for thoffences that he had done ; whereunto the 
seide Mutton answered and sayed that he had don nothyng that 
he wolde repent him of. Then sayed the wief of Mr Chapman 
unto him, Mutton, you must be sorry for one thing that ye have 
doon, he demanded what that was; whiche [s]he declared unto 
him was for breking downe of the Pentess in Norwiche. And 
he sayed he never repented him for that thing, for there was 
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muche dysceyte; and he sayed it was no dysceyte for he never 
boughte ware of any man; But he myghte have had the same 
into the strete to loke uppon it. And further [s]he sayed it 
shalbe a greate hinderaunce to you, for men woll not nowe sette 
you in their worke ; where unto he seide he wolde never work 
more, For the lorde have inoughe for us all... . 

The sayeng of one Ralphe Claxton to Thomas Wolman, wit- 
nes Henry Musored [?] Mens. November. 

Firste he sayed that he ded well in keping in Ketts campe 
and so he wolde saye, and thenne I asked him what he ded 
thinke by Kette; and he sayed, nothing but well that he knewe, 
and after that he sayed that he trusted to see a newe daye for 
suche men as I was. 

Thexamynation of Robert Syphat of Norwiche, sworne and 
examyned before Thomas Codes, Mayor of the Cittie of Norwiche, 
and others the xvii day of January anno R.R. Ed. sexti tercio. 

The same Roberte sayeth that as on Munday last paste at nyne 
of the cloke at nyghte, at John Chandlers house there, John 
Oldman and James Cowell with other sayed unto Candelers 
wief, let him in who so ever he be, we care not for them; and 
afore that they sayed, that they wolde have no more lieng camp 
but a ronnyng camp. 


The examynacion of John Redhedde before Thomas Codde 
Mayor of the cittie of Norwiche, and others the xiith day 
Februarye anno R.R. Ed. sexti quarto. 

John Redhead of Norwiche, of the parisshe of St. Marten, 
worsted wever, sayeth and confesseth: that uppon a market 
daye not a monthe passed, whether it was Wednesdaye or 
Saterdaye he certenly knoweth not, being in the market uppon 
his busynes to bye his victualle, walking there he saw twoo 
or three persons men of the contrithe stonding together hav- 
ing conversation betwixte themselves. He harde the une of 
them speke to thother loking uppon Norwiche castell towarde 
Kette thies wordes, viz: Oh Kette god have mercye uppon thy 
sowle, and I trust in God that the Kings Maiestie and his 
Counsall shalbe enformed ones betwixte this and Mydsomer even, 
That of their owne gentylnes thowe shalbe taken downe by the 
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grace of god and buryed, and not hanged upp for wynter store, 
and sette a quyetnes in the realme, and that the ragged staffe 
shalbe taken downe also of their owne gentylnes from the gentyl- 
mens gates in this cittie, and to have no more Kings Armes 
but one within this cittie under Christe but King Hdwarde the 
syxte, god save his grace; Whiche persones he saytthe he 
never knewe them, nor cannot name them. 

Witness examyned of and upon certen wordes spoken by Civitas. 
William White broughte before Mr Robert Rug, Mayor of SIS ay 
Norwich, Thomas Cawdy, Recorder, John Corbet, Esquyer, 
Augusten Stywarde, Thomas Dodde, and other Aldermen and 
Justices etc, XIII. Junii anno R.R. Ed. VIti Quarto. 

Robert Ederych of Wroxham, of thage of xxiiiiti yere, sworn 
and examyned saith and deposeth by vertu of his othe: That 
one John Whyte, of St. Augustens parishe in Norwiche, wollen 
wever, being at Wroxham the weeke before Pentecoste last past 
in his owne worke in this deponents loom, whiche he doth hyere . 
by the weeke there, had brought some certen thromes, and at 
his comyng home sayed to this examynate that he coulde tell 
him tydings, and this deponent saith he demande[d] what that 
was; and the sedde John White spake and declared to him 
thies wordes: That by the Mass we shall have as hoote a 
somere as ever was, and also sayed that this somere shuld be as 
evell and busy as the last somer was. And this deponent then 
requyred the seide John to attende to his worke and meddell 
with no suche mattier, and the seide John White answered and 
sayed That he was out of worke and coulde not worke, nor by 
the masse he wolde not worke for he knew well it shulde be 
trewe, For he have harde bookes speke thereof, and if it prove 
not so, he wold be hanged for it ; at the which tyme was present 
the wief of thies examynate and Thomas Godfrey. And further 
he saith that the seide John White is a very slanderous creature 
and further cannot depose. 

Thomas Godfrey of Wroxham, of thage of xx yere, sworne 
and examyned saith and deposeth uppon his othe: that the de- 
posicion of Robert Ederech before deposed and taken is trewe in 
all things and further cannot saye. 

XXVIti, Junii anno B.R. Ed. VIti, IIIT coram magistro Roberto 

VoL. I. 4 
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Rug, Maiore Civitatis Norwici, Thoma Cawdy armigero Recor- 
datore, Augustino Stywarde, Willielmo Rogers, Aldermannis, et 
aliis Justiciaris, etc. 

John Crystmas of Antingham in the county of Norfolk, 
worsted wever of thage of xxxviti yeres, sworne and examyned 
saith and deposith upon his othe : That uppon Witson Wednesday 
last past one William White of Norwich being at Antingham in 
the house of this examynate spake then and there to this de- 
ponent thies wordes, That uppon Witson Tuysday came suche 
Tydings to Norwiche that my lorde of Warwicks arms were 
no faste sette upp, But they were as faste pulled down, and 
that my lorde of Warrewick had no thanke for his labour and 
comyng hither (meaning of the Kings Counsaile against the 
rebelles). This deponent warned him to take heede what he 
spake, and the same White sayed by the masse he durst be 
bolde to speke it, and after this he departed and further cannot 
saye. 

Primo Julii anno R.R. Ed. VI4. iiite coram Magistro 
Roberto Rug, Maiore civitatis Norwici, Augustino Stywarde et 
aliis justiciariis ete. 

Robert Branthout, servante with John Petybon, of xvii yeres 
of age, sworne and examyned saith and deposeth: That he and 
Charles Worlington, servante with John Warde shomaker, upon 
Sonday at nighte last past was a[s] semeth after evenson was doon 
mette togethere in St. Peters churcheyerde, at whiche tyme the 
said Worlington sayed to this deponent that he was studying 
howe he mighte gette awaye from his Maister, and this examyn- 
ate demanded what the cause was, and the seide Worlington 
sayed that he wolde tary tylle the Gentylmen of the countrits 
were come and then he wolde lodge his Maister, meaning in 
pryson, faste as sone as his Maister coulde lodge him. And this 
they deposed and further cannot saye. 

Charles Worlington of Norwiche, servante with John Warde 
shomaker, of thage of xvilite" yeres, sworn and examyned 
saith and deposeth by vertue of his othe: That uppon Sunday 
at nighte last past was a fortenighte The seide John Warde 
imediately after he sawe the watchemen in St. Peters warde 
going by his bord in the strete wente into his house, and 
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this examynate with him, and then wente upp into his chamber 
to gethere towardes their beddes, and at their being in the 
chamber The saide John Warde sayed thes wordes: That the 
gentylmen Watche nowe very faste, and they have not so muche 
nede to watche nowe but to watche all the dayes of their liefs as 
well as nowe, For they have not had so good a skorge of late 
amonge them, But it is not unlike they shall have as great a 
plage as they had before, and excepte god be mercyfull unto 
them they shall have suche a plage as they had not had before ; 
althoughe it be not this yere the tyme woll come it shall so fall. 
And this deponent thought it his dewty hering thies wordes to 
open the same to the gentylmen and made no answere thereunto 
at that tyme, so they wente bothe then immediately to bedde, for 
that this deponent and his Maister ded use to lye togethere. 
And sythens that tyme the seide Warde sayed to this examynate 
that he being his apprentyce ought to kepe his counsayle, though 
he were as strong a theif as any is in Englande, and further he 
cannot saye. 

Secundo Julii anno RR. Hd. VI. iiiite coram Magistro 
Roberto Rug, Maiore eic, Augustino Stywarde, Thoma Edde, et 
aliis justiciariis. 

William Stedde of Norwiche, Inholder, of thage of xl yeres, 
sworn and examyned saith and deposeth uppon his othe: That 
uppon [blank] last past he was at Saxlingham at a maryage and 
there was one William Cowper of St. Margarett parisshe in ooncerning 
Norwiche, Cowper, and dyvers others; and as they satte at their 7Uiam 
dyner there amonges other wordes in communyeacion the seide 
William Cowpere sayede, That as shepe or lambes are a praye 
to the woulfs or lyon so are the poore men to the Riche men or 
gentylmen ; and more over the sayed William Cowper sayed that 
there are more marchants nowe at this present tymme then 
there were wonte to be by a hundred thousande in caryeng and 
conveyning of vytell and suche other things. At the whiche 
tyme there was presente Thomas Norgate, Robert Hermond, 
John Howse, bocher, and many others, and further this deponent 


cannot say. 


Thexamynation and deposicons of certeyn witnesses sworn 
4 * 


Somerde, 


52 TUDOR ECONOMIC DOCUMENTS 


and examyned taken before Richarde Davy, Mayor of Norwich, 
Richarde Cateby thelder, and Thomas Aldens, nono Maji a° 
R.R. Ed. vi sixto. 

Johane Swane, late servante with:William Molle of Norwich, 
of the age of xxvi yeres, sworn and examyned saith and deposith 
uppon her othe: That she was this day in the mornyng about 
eighte of the clok at the house of John Barthford in St. Johns 
uppon the Hill at the syne of the crosse kyes, at which tyme one 
Thurston and John Somer were drynking to gether there, and 
they twayn had comunycation togethere of the kings proclama- 
tions and godly acts that were komen down, and so talked 
further of closes and dykes putting down, where uppon the 
seide John Somerd sayed theis wordes: That if the towen close 
were not put down within thies iiije dayes he wold be one of the 
viiij that would put it downe, dykes and all, him self; and this 
examynate desiring him that he wold not have no suche talke 
rehersed here for we had of suche matters late ynough, and so 
she departed from them, and they talked styll at the borde to- 
gethere, and then this examynate declaring thes wordes to 
Molles wyef and was then charged by her she shuld not kepe it 
secrete but open it to some other, at whiche tyme Goose, ser- 
vante to Mr. Catleyn, was presente, and further she cannot 
depose. 


[Deposition to the same effect of Cecylie Barthforde wife of John 
Barthford, taylor. | 


John Thurston of Norwich, cooke, of thage of lx yeres, sworn 
and examyned saith and deposeth by vertu of his othe: That 
he had ben forth with his cowe to the town close this mornyng 
and as he came homewards he mette with John Somerds in the 
lane a lytell from the cros Keyes, and the seid Somerd desired 
this examyned to drynke with him a pot with drynke ai the crosse 
keyes, and so he wente in with him; and by and by came in a 
nother young man, what he was he know not; and as this ex- 
amynate and the seid Somerd satte down drynking to gethere 
The seid Somerd sayed that the Kyngs grace had sent down his 
acts that all closes that are coppiehold and frehold shuld down, 
and other closes that are there, Within this iii or iiij dayes, and 
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if they do not cast them down them selves I warrante it there 
wolbe a nowe that wold casté them down a hundred or twoo, 
and he wold be one himself, and this examynate sayed: thow 
arte a foole What shuldest thow have any suche communicacon ? 
Kepe thy tong. And after this there were nomoore wordes in 
communycacon betwixte them but this examynate roose and 
wente his waye from thens home, and lefte Somerd there styll, 
and further he saith not. 

John Somerd of Norwich, blaksmyth, examyned saith and con- 
fesseth : That he was at Barfords house this mornyng about viii 
of the clok, and his uncle John Thurston was with him, And 
being there drynking to gethere he saith That he told his uncle 
that James Russell told him the last wyke at his shopp wyndowe 
that there was sette upp at Mr. Brown gate at Beccles ii peir of 
Gallows, and that he was in a company at James Taylours and 
ons told him that there was a fellowe had put down a gate and a 
pece of a dyke, whether it was aboughte Beccles or not he can- 
not tell, nor he doth not knowe his name nor where he dwellith 
that told it to him now, And the said Thurston made lyte there- 
of and they tarryed noo tyme there but imedyately departed 
from thens, and further saith not. 


13. ARBITRATION AWARD ON DISPUTE CONCERNING LABOUR 
SERVICES, SEPT., 1556. 


[P.R.O. Duchy of Lancs. Decrees and Orders, Vol. X., f. 306d. ] 


Item that the xxviitt Daie of September in the Third 
and fourthe yeres of the reignes of our sovereigne lord and 
ladie the kinge and quenes magestes That nowe be, We 
Sir Edmunde Windham Sir Christofer Heydon Knightes 
William Cordell esquier solicitor generall to the kinge and 
quenes magestes and John Plumsted esquier, as well by 
authoritie of the kinge and quenes moost honorable Com- 
mission to vs directed as also by the consente of peter Rede 
gentleman fermer of the demeaues of the maner of gymming- 
ham and the saide Tenauntes, haue made and decreed 
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certeine orders for the quietnes of bothe the said parties to 
be observed and kepte As hereafter is more at large sett 
forthe and declared. 

First, it is ordered by the said Commissioners That the said 
Tenauntes of the Townes of gymmingham, Trunche, Monesley, 
Sowthreppes, Trymingham, paston and Northreppes, which doe 
holde certeine copieholde landes of the maner of Gymmingham 
charged yerelie by reason of theire tenure with certeine workes 
and seruices, shall yerelie [doJe all suche seruices and workes 
to the said fermer of the demeane landes of the said maner of 
Gymmingham as well with plowes and harrowes nowe knowen 
and hereafter to be knowen, And all other workes that ben 
mencioned in A certeine boke here ynto annexed, And the said 
workes and seruices to be done in suche demeane landes of the 
said maner that have ben tilled and eared at any time within lx 
yeres nexte before the making of this order. 

Item, it is ordered That all the said workes and seruices shalbe 
well and sufficientlie done at all times hereafter with good and 
able personns, And with good sufficiente necessarie thinges con- 
venient tor the doinge of the saide workes and seruices. 

And that all the wickeners within the said maner for the time 
being shall at all times hereafter vpon commaundemente to them 
given by the heywarde for the time being or his sufficient deputie, 
or in his or theire absence owte of the soken by the fermer of 
the said demeanes of the said maner duringe his lease, cause soe 
many workes to be done to the said fermer vpon the said demeane 
by sufficiente and able personns at every suche tyme as the said 
ffermer or his assignes shall requyre. 

Item, that the said heywarde and wickners nor eny of them 
withoute the request of the fermer shall not warne nor cause 
eny Tenaunte of the said maner with whome the said fermer 
shall agree or excepte for the doing eny of the said seruices 
or workes to be warned or charged for the doing of eny the 
workes and seruices aforesaid contrarye to the mynde of the said 
fermer, 

Item, that it shalbe lawfull to euery Tenaunte to agree and 
compound with the said fermer for theire workes and seruices, 
eny customes or other thinges had or made or hereafter to be 
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done had or made by the Tenauntes to the contrarie notwith- 
standinge. 

Item, it is further ordered That if the said wickners shall 
warne eny the saide Tenauntes which shall not be excepted by 
the said fermer order to doe eny of the said workes or seruices, 
And if then vpon suche warninges the saide workes shall not be 
done, That then the said Tenauntes and euery of them that shall 
so be warned and beinge none of them so excepted by the fermer 
shall compounde and agree with the said fermer for not doinge 
the saide workes and seruices not by him or them done. 

Item, that the wickners ‘shall yerelie accounte with the said 
fermer for all workes warned to be done and not done, And 
for the same workes to satisfie the same fermer accordinge to the 
rate As the said tenauntes and fermer shall compounde and agree 
for the not doinge of the workes, and for all such workes as are 
not done by eny of the tenauntes that ought to doe them and be 
not warned by the wickners or heywarde nor compounded with 
by the farmer, then accordinge to the custome of the said maner, 
viz. for euery daie worke—1 d. 

Item, it is ordered That euery Tenaunte having A plowe and 
charged by his tenure with workes vpon notice and warninge 
geven to him by the said wickners shall yerelie either in his 
owne person or by good and able men plowe and harrowe the 
said demeane landes according to the auncient custome of the 
said maner. 

Item, it is ordered That the wickners at the commaundement 
of the said heywarde or his deputie for the time being, or at the 
commaundement of the said fermer in the absence of the said 
heywarde or his deputie owte of the said soken, in euery of the 
said Townes seuerallie shall assigne and warn the Tenauntes for 
the doing of there seuerall workes as is aforesaid, And that the 
heywarde or his deputie for the time being shall surveye the said 
services and workes to be well dewlye diligentlie and trewlie 
done. 

And also the said wickners shall colecte and answere the 
charge of the said workes and geruices which shalbe vndone to 
the said fermer, and all the said wickners and the said heywarde 
shall yerelie make A iust and trewe reckninge and accompte 
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with the said fermer of all the said worke and seruices done and 
yndone to the said fermer, And shall gather and collecte all suche 
somme avd sommes of moneye as shalbe from hensforthe 
dewe to the said fermer as well for the said workes and seruices 
warned in to be done and yndone, As for the said workes and. 
seruices agreed and compounded for betwene eny the saide 
tenauntes and fermer, And also all such somes of money dewe 
to the said fermer for the said workes and seruices not warned 
in nor don, And therof and euery parte therof shall trewlie and 
iustlie answer the said fermer yerelie. 

Item, that the Tenauntes of Hulver shall paie yerelie for there 
workes which be xvii daies and a half to the said wickners to 
thuse of the said peter Rede nowe fermer duringe the tyme of 
his Interest of and vnto the farme thre shillinges and foure 

ence. 

: Item, that the Tenauntes of the said Towne of Sistronde shall 
paie yerelie for there daies workes to the said peter Rede during 
his terme and Interest for mowinge of the gresse of the said 
peter within the said maner And for carreing of fortie lodes of 
cumpas and for two daies worke And A half of wedinge And for 
nyne daies worke in harvest withoute meate And for four daies 
worke with meate sixe shillinges and eight pence in full 
recompence of the said seruices seuerallie sett forthe As before 
is declared duringe his said terme. 

Also it is agreed That if any ambyguite or doubte shall happen 
to rise in any matter or cause afore mentioned That the same 
doubte shalbe discussed and ordered by the kinge and quenes 
Attorneye of the duchie of lancaster And by the kinge and quenes 
generall Solicitor or one of them for the tyme being. 

William Cordell, John Caryll, Edmunde Windham, Knight, 
Christofer Heydon, Knight. 


14. SURVEY OF EWERNE, 1553. 


[The Topographer and Genealogist, Vol. I., pp. 47-54.] 


The veiwe and survey of the mannor of Yeverne in the 
Countie of D[orcett] . . . made the fourth daye of Septembre, 
in the first yeare of the reign, etc. as folowethe : 
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The description of the Mannor. 


The mannor of Y. alias J. is situate in the countie of D. 
thre myles from B. four myles from C. etc. four markett towns, 
and within too myles of th’edge of Blackmoore, in a countrie 
verye commodyous and plentyfull of woode, water, corne, pasture, 
and meadowe; the circuite wherof is not in compasse above 
thre myles, and hath bene heartofore in common feildes, 
not inclosed untill the yeare of our Lorde God a Mccccexlviiij, 
as certeyne of th’ auncyent tenaunts reporte. The customarye 
tennaunts were so smale and so lyttle londe longinge to them 
that the tenaunts were not able to paye the lordes rent, but the 
one halfe of them departed the towne, and yelded up ther 
coppies into the lordes handes; the resydewe made request unto 
the lorde (as they declared) that they myght use his londe in 
suche sorte as he might be satysfied his rent, and they his 
tenaunts able therbye to amende ther lyvinge and mayntayne 
hospitalitie ; wherwith the lord was contented, not hindering his 
inherytaunce. And then were ther syx of the tenaunts chosen 
and sworne to extende and tread oute all the landes within the 
mannor, and to sorte and allott howe muche londes every 
tenement of the more holde shoulde have assigned to yt, and 
howe muche londe shoulde remayne to every tenement of 
the lesse tenure, and to the fermors and cotagers in lyke sorte ; 
whiche at that tyme by ther othe they dyd, appoynting everye 
man his londe together, to th’entent he might enclose the 
same, and also unyted dyvers of the more tenure, and also of 
the lesse, to some man two and to some thre, as hearafter in 
th’enrolment of ther copies shall appere, and every tenaunte 
inclosed his owne londes, so as the more parte of t’hole mannor 
was inclosed, and every tenaunt and fermor occupyed his 
grounde severall to hymself, whiche hath contynued to this daye. 


The Tenure and Service of the Mannor. 
The sayde mannor is holden, etc. 


The Tenure of the customarye Tenauntes. 


All the customarye tenaunts of the said mannor held ther 
londes by copie of courte roll to them and to one or two of ther 
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children whiche they will name and appoynt, not excedeinge 
thre lyves; and suyt to the Lordes Court from thre weaks to 
thre weaks, yf his pleasure be so t’appoynt the same, and 
payment of suche ther severall rents, and doinge suche other 
customes as hearafter shalbe declared. 


The Declaration of the more and lesse Tenures. 


And to th’entent youe maye the better understonde what is 
ment by the more tenure and the lesse tenure, youe shall 
perceyve that, when the mannor was deyyded and parted as 
before, ther was alloted to every tenement of the moore tenure 
xij acres of grounde, for the whiche the rent was assessed to 
the lorde viij s.; and to every tenement of the lesse tenure was 
allotted viij acres of grounde, for the whiche the rent was 
assessed to the lorde vjs. vijd.; the certentie of whiche 
londe and rent, althoughe they do not appere in ther copies, 
I have thought good to make manyfest and playne in this 
survey, aS hearafter in th’enrollment shall appeare. 


The Bourde Londe, what it is. 


Ther are also certeyne londes whiche tenaunts holde by the 
name of Borde londes, whiche also are not expressed in ther 
copies, but devyded amongst them, as in the survey more at 
lardge shalbe declared, and conteyned in the whole xvijtene 
acres; and as one of the auncyent tenaunts declared upon the 
reporte of his auncestour, who (as he sayeth) was one of the 
syx sworne men elected for the partycon of the mannor. And 
after the devicion and allotment was made, theis xvij acres 
remayned unparted and undevided, and the lordes officers 
granted them to dyvers of the tenaunts paying for every acre 
xd. by year, profitts wherof dyd bear charges at the courte ; 
which londes have alwaies synce, and yet do, contynue to 
tenauntes that holde the same as in nature of ther customarye 
londes; and, albeyt they are not expressed in ther copies, I 
have recyted them specyallye with ther severall rents, as hear- 
after more at lardge shall appere. 
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The Rent called Goose Sylver. 


Ther is also a rent payed only at Myhelmas, whiche is called 
Goose Sylver, and the same is payed by the tenaunts of the 
great tenements, that is to saye, every tenaunt holdinge one 
tenemente of the more tenure shall paye to the lorde yerlye 
at the feast aforesaid ij d. ; yf he holde two tenements he shall 
paye iiijd.; and if he have moo tenements then after the same 
rate. And for this rent the said tenaunts shall keape ther geese 
and ducks in the lordes ryver and in the lordes wast. And 
bycause the tenaunts of the lesse tenure and the cotagers paye 
no suche rente by custome, they are prohybyted and payned that 
they shall not keap any suche kinde of fowle to defyle the lordes 
ryver and wast grounde; but, if they keape any, yt must be in 
ther severall yardes. 


The Common of Yeverne and the use therof. 


Also within the same mannor is a Common for wast grounde 
lying open and not inclosed in the north-west parte cf the 
uttermoost borders of the lordshipp tewardes Farryndon, called 
Yeverne Common; and conteyneth four-skore acres, wherin all 
the tenaunts except the cotagers have common for ther keyn 
and horses from the feast of Phillipp and Jacob unto the feast 
of the Nativitye of our Lord God, and for ther sheape from the 
feast of the Nativitye of our Lord God unto the myddle of 
Marche, as hereafter shalbe declared. 

Every tenaunt holdinge one, two, or thre tenements of the 
great tenure shall keape upon the same common for every 
tenement fyve kyne, two horses, and xxxv" sheepe by the tenure 
of ther londes, without any thinge payinge to the lorde for the 
same. 

Every tenaunt holdinge two or thre tenements of the lesse 
tenure shall keap upon the said common for every tenement 
two kyne, one horse, and xiij sheape, wythout any thinge 
paying for the same. 

The Pryor of Saint John’s Jerusalem in Englond, as in the 
right of his fre tenement, shall keap by custome upon the same 
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common two kyne and xxij shepe, without any thinge paying 
for the same: 

The person of Yeverne, as in the right of his glebe, hath 
alwaies been accustomed to keape eight beasts and one bull 
upon the said common, without any thinge paying for the 
same, 

No tenaunt or other person, or inhabitant, shall graunt a 
lyen, or demyse his said common to any forener, but to suche 
as inhabyte within the lordshipp of Y. by order of the courte, 
as in the courte rolls of the same appereth. .. . 

The cotagers also, nor any other person (the tenaunts and 
freholders aforenamed excepted) have at any tyme within the 
remembraunce of any man lyving used or claymed any common 
or entercommon within the same common, otherwise than 
before declared. . . . 


15. SURVEY OF MUDFORD AND HINTON, 1554. 


(The Topographer and Genealogist, Vol. I., pp. 145-49. ] 


The Viewe and Survey of the Mannor of Mudforde and 
Hinton, in the countie of Somersett, made and taken at a 
courte ther holden the sixt daye of M. in the first yere, ete. 
as appereth :— 


The prescription of the Manor. 


The mannor of Mudford is scituate in the countie of Somersett, 
thre myles from Y [eovil] towardes the northe, and some partee 
of th’est, ina countrye very commodyous and plentyfull of woode, 
water, medowe londe, errable, and pasture; and is devyded 
into too severall hamlets, that is to saye, Mudforde and Hynton. 
And every of the said hamletts or villagies have thre common 
feildes, wherin the tenaunts of the same have ther londes lyinge 
intermedled, as in all other common feildes. And the saide 
villagies are devyded by a fayer ryver currant thorough the whole 
manor, wherupon stondeth the Lordes myll. And albeyt that 
Mudforde is the hede parishe and manor, and Hynton a membre 
of the parishe and mannor of Mudford aforesaide, yet the 
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common of pasture of the feilds of the same severall hamletts in 
tyme of Shack or otherwise dothe belonge onlye to the tenaunts 
of the same village, and none of the hamletts doe intercomen with 
the other, but every hamlett hath their fildes devyded to them- 
selves as if the same were severall mannors and severall parishes. 
All the custumarye tenaunts of whiche hamletts holde ther londes 
for terme of two or thre lyves, as hereafter more at lardge shall 
appeare. 

The saide manor is not intier of ytselfe; for one John Lyte 
esquire hath the thirde fote of the hamlett of Mudforde (that is to- 
saye) in the vyllage in the rents and feildes, commons, pastures, 
demesne londes, and all other commodyties within the hamlett 
of Mudforde, but not in Hynton, the proffitts of the courts 
excepted, the fynes, amercyaments, and all other casuall profetes 
wherof the Lorde hath alwaies taken whollie to hymselfe. 
This is a great dyscomodytie to the Lorde, dysquyetnes to the 
tenaunts, and occasion of muche varyance and inconveniences. 
The tenaunts therfore this present year entend to make dyvysion 
of the mannor, to enclose their common feildes, and also to assigne 
to master Lyte and his tenaunts his thirde parte in every field 
by yt selfe, and to extynguishe his right of common in the rest. 
And then to assigne and lott unto every of them selves as much 
londe as perteyneth to their severall tenements in one or two 
places, to th’ entent that every of them maye inclose ther londes 
severallie to them selves. This is done to avoyde the unquyetnes 
betwene the Lorde and his tenaunts of the one parte, and Mr. 
Lyte and his tenaunts for surcharging the fieldes by weye of enter- 
common, and destroying of corne and gresse by dryfte of cattle 
over the common feildes, and suche other; but especyallie 
bycause the soyle of the hamelett of Mudford is not so good and 
apte to bear corne as the feildes of Hynton are, nor the londes 
so fyneable, albeyt the feildes of bothe the saide hamletts are 
adjoyning together, and devyded but by a ryver. The reason is 
unknowen, for the soyle is frutefull and bereth plentye of strawe, 
the eare of the corne fayre to the sight, but ther is seldome thre 
or four good kernells in an eare, which is partelye an undoyng 
to the poore tenaunts, and a hinderance to the lorde in his 
fynes, for when the feildes are inclosed every man will use a 
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further trayvale and dylygence with his londe to converte yt to 
the best use and purpose, whiche before they coulde not, for no 
man was master of his owne, but to use the same as plesed his 
neighbour. . 

The lorde of Mudford sometyme inhabyted within the manor, 
whose mansion house was in the hamlett of Hynton, nere unto 
the myll, inclosed with a mote. The scite wherof within the 
said mote conteyneth fyve roodes of grounde. The house, as yt 
shoulde seme by the foundations, was in those dayes of great 
recepte and much statelynes. A great parte of the buyldings 
were defaced and solde wythin the remembraunce of some of the 
tenaunts yet lyving, and longe before that tyme the demeanes of 
the said mannor were deyyded amongest the tenaunts of the said 
manor at dyvers tymes (as the reporte is) before whiche graunt 
the tenauntries were so smale and so lyttle londe belonging to 
them that no tenaunt was able to keape hospytalytie, to provide 
for his wife and chyldren, and to paye the lordes rente, untyll 
aboute the yeare of our Lord God M1.cccc.xl, as yt shoulde seme 
by reporte, the lorde departed his habytation, and caused his 
officers to graunt out parte of his londes to his tenaunts at will of 
the lorde in augmentation of ther lyvinge, and reserved the scite 
of his house and dyvers pastures, londes arrable, and meadowes 
in his possession, whiche sythence that tyme hath bene graunted 
to the tenaunts in suche lyke forme as hearafter shall appear ; 
and bycause the same shall not growe oute off memorye, but that 
yf the lorde shoulde hereafter dyspose hymselfe to buylde and 
inhabyte ther again, or reduce his demeanes into one intier 
ferme, the same maye be knowen from his customarye londes, I 
thought good to revive them on this Survey. .. . 

The medowes called Muddyham, lyinge in Mudforde, and 
Hynton medowe lying in Hynton, were the lordes severall 
medowes, whiche nowe are devyded amongest the tenaunts of 
bothe the villagies by th’acre, and every tenaunt that holdeth in 
eyther of the saide meadowes twoo acres after the haye is caryed 
shall common in the same untyll Candlemas with thre beasts; he 
that hath one acre shall common with one beast and an halfe, that 
is to Saye, one yere with two beasts, and the seconde yere with 
one, and if he hath moo acres after the same rate. . . . 
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Ther are no commons nor wastes within the said mannor, but 
onlie the common feildes that are in tylage; and every tenant 
by custome holdinge one, two, or thre tenements, shall kepe in 
the common feildes for every tenement twentie shepe. And the 
two tenaunts, viz. 'J. B. and R.S. who have the scite and the 
moost part of the deamenes of Hinton shall keape every of them 
fourskore shepe. And if any mann have the moytie of a 
tenemente he shall keape but tenn shepe, and if he have but 
the thirde or fourth parte he shall keape accordinglie. 

The Cotagers have no common eyther in the hieghwaies or 
common feildes nor other lybertyes, but onlie ther houses 
and suche londes as hereafter in this survey is partycularlie 
declared. . . . 


16. SURVEY OF BURCOMBE, 1567. 


[Survey of the lands of William, First Earl of Pembroke, ed. C. R. 
Straton (Roxburghe Ciub, 1909), Vol. I., pp. 40 seq. } 


Inquisicio ibidem capta die Mercurii xxvj die 

Februarii Anno Regni Hlizabeth dei gratia 

Anglie Francie et Hibernie Regine fidei de- 

fensoris etc. Nono coram Carolo Vaughan et 
Manerium Roberto Grove Generosis Commissionariis 
de Brudecombe predictis, tam per Inspeccionem Indenturarum 

copiarum et aliorum Scriptorum quam per 

examinacionem Tenencium subsequentium 

Titulatorum et Juratorum qui dicunt et pre- 

sentant ut sequitur 

Videlicet 
De Liberis 


Christophorus Willoughebye Armiger et Willelmus Dyrdo 
generosus tenent libere in feodo unum messuagium et unam 
virgatam terre et unum molendinum Reddendo per annum 
xiij s. iiij d. ad duos anni terminos, viz. ad festum Sancti Thome 
Martyris et ad festum Invencionis Sancte Crucis per equalibus 
porcionibus (sic) Et debent sectare hundredum de la Belhouse 
et Wardam maritagium et Relevium quando acciderint et Debent 
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etiam molere bladum ad precariam Domini quietum de tolneto. 
Et habebunt cum domino liberam communiam ad duos affros, 
quatuor averia et ilij** iiij capita bidencium quiete de her- 
bagio prout patet in vetere custumali facto Anno Regni Regis 
Edwardi filii Regis Edwardi octavo Et pertinent dicte virgate 
terre et molendino de terra arrabili in Woodfeld due acre 
dimidia, in Estfeld viij acre dimidia, in Westfeld viij acre, unum 
horreum, unum ham continens duas acras et in Westmede 
dimidia acra, unum clausum in occidentali parte dicti horrei 
continens duas acras et in parte orientali dicti horrei due parcelle 
pasture continentes dimidiam acram, et reddunt xiij s. iiij d. 


Summa liberorum xiij s. iiij d. 
De Tenentibus Convencionariis 


Willelmus Nixon tenet per Indenturam datam xxviij® Julii 
Anno Regni Edwardi vj‘i vjt® totum scitum Manerii de Bur- 
combe cum omnibus dominicalibus terris, pratis, pascuis 
communibus et pasturis, operibus custumariis et domibus 
columbarum cum omnibus suis pertinentiis eidem scitui manerii 
jacentibus sive ab antiquo pertinentibus in tam amplis modo et 
forma sicut Osmundus Hall vel aliquis alius firmarius easdem 
scitum et firmam nuper tenuit vel occupavit, Et etiam Mansion- 
alem domum unum tenementum cum omnibus domibus eidem 
jacentibus nuper in tenura Willelmi Hubert et unum hortum 
unum clausum pasture jacens inter dictam domum mansionalem 
et Rivulum de Nadder, Exceptis et omnino reservatis domino 
et heredibus suis omnibus mearemiis, et boscis, et subboscis, 
wardis, maritagiis, releviis, escaetis, groundeswannes, piscacioni- 
bus aquarum, aucupio, sectis curie et perquisitis, Habendum et 
Tenendum dictum scitum manerii et omnia et singula predimissa 
cum suis pertinentiis (Exceptis preexceptis) prefato Willelmo a 
festo Sancti Michaelis Archangeli proximo post datam dicte 
Indenture usque ad finem et terminum lx annorum si ipse tam- 
diu vixerit Reddendo inde annuatim durante termino predicto 
XXvij s. ad duos anni terminos et etiam xvj quarteria frumenti 
xX quarteria Ordei xj quarteria avenarum xij bonos capones xij 
bonas aucas vij® columbellas vocatas Pigeons cum diversis aliis 
clausulis et convencionibus in dicta Indentura specificatis ut per 
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eandem ad largum verbatim patet in Registro Et pertinent 
dicte firme et ceteris premissis de terra arrabili in Estfeld 
cx acre, in Westfeld cxxv acre, in Woodfeld Ixv acre, et de 
prato in Westmeade cum tenentibus xj acre, et de Estmeade 
cum tenentibus ix acre, in Oxenham una acra dimidia, cum 
uno ham prati in boreali parte scitus firme continente iij 
quarteria acre, et unum clausum pasture vocatum Dodemeade 
continens per estimacionem vj acras, et unum clausum in quo 
horreum et domus columbarum (uterque eorum petris tegulis 
coopert[us]) scituantur, continens per estimacionem unam 
acram, unum curtilagium in quo domus firme scituatur con- 
tinens per estimacionem j quarterium acre, et custodire potest in 
campis et supra lez Downes xxx affros et averia et cccc bidentes, 


et reddit ut supra XXVij s. 


Frumentum, xvi qr. 


Ar. 300 Ordeum xx qr. 
pr. 30] 88.5.0 Avenas xj qr. 
ov. 400 (in a later hand) Capones x1j 
av. 30 Aucas xij 
Columbellas vij¢ 
43.17.4 


Summa firme per annum 

cum precio granorum et aliorum xiiij lz. xix s. et vij° columbelle 
Prec. xvj. qr. frum. vj lt. vii) s. 
Prec. xx qr. ordei cv] s. vilj d. 
Prec. xj qr. avenarum xxix s. iiij d. 


xij caponibus 1lij s. 

Unde Xi] aucis ii) s. 
de |In pecunia XXVij S. 

In columbellis vij° 


De Custumariis Tenentibus 


Johannes Sperke tenet per copiam datam viij? Novembris 
Anno Regni Regis Henrici viij% xxxij? sub fine ii) li. unum 
messuagium et semivirgatam terre cum suis pertinentiis unde 
curtilagium continet dimidiam acram et de terra arrabili in 


Vou. I. b) 
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Woodfeld dues acras dimidiam in Estfeld vj acras, in Westfeld 
v acras dimidiam in Westmeade dimidiam acram prati et habet 
communiam pro tribus averiis et xxx bidentibus et heriettabit 
optimum animal et reddit Vv] 8. viij d. ob. 
Willelmus Hubert et Johanna filia sua tenent per copiam 
datam xxj° Junii Anno Elizabethe Regine nostre Primo, sub fine 
C s. unum messuagium et unam semivirgatam terre cum suis 
pertinentiis prius Willelmi Hort unde curtilagium continet 
unam rodam et de terra arrabili in Woodfeld iij acras, in Est- 
feld v acras dimidiam, in Westfeld v acras et in Westmeade 
dimidiam acram prati, et habent communiam pro tribus averiis 
et xxx bidentibus et heriettabunt optimum animal et reddunt 
Vj s. viij d. ob. 
Willelmus Antram tenet per copiam datam x™c Maii Annis 
Philippi et Marie nuper Regis et Regine quarto et quinto sub 
fine lxvj s. vii] d. unum messuagium et unam semivirgatam terre 
cum pertinentiis prius Willelmi Dyer, unde curtilagium continet 
dimidiam acram, et de terra arrabili in Woodfeld duas acras, in 
Kstfeld vj acras, in Westfeld v acras dimidiam et in Westmeade 
dimidiam acram prati, communiam ad tria averia et xxx bidentes 
et heriettabit optimum animal et reddit Vj Ss. viij d. ob. 
Elizeus Antram et Robertus filius tenent per copiam datam 
xxvij™° Marcii Anno Regni Elizabethe Regine nostre Octavo sub 
fine vi li. xii] s. ili] d. unum messuagium et duas semivirgatas 
terre cum suis pertinentiis unde duo parva clausa pasture con- 
tinent unam acram et de terra arrabili in Woodfeld vij acras, 
in Estfeld x acras dimidiam, in Westfeld x acras dimidiam, in 
Westmeade unam acram prati et habet communiam ad vj averia 
et lx bidentes et heriettabunt duo optima animalia pro duobus 
heriettis et reddunt cum iiij d. pro una virgata terre jacente in 
Woodfeld et jd. ob. pro una Ilond juxta pratum suum 
Xlij s. x d. ob. 
Willelmus Wolwey tenet per copiam datam x™° Maii Annis 
Philippi et Marie Regis et Regine quarto et quinto sub fine 
lil] 47. unum messuagium et unam semivirgatam terre unde curti- 
lagium continet dimidiam acram et de terra arrabili in Wood- 
teld tres acras, in Estfeld v acras dimidiam, in Westfeld iiij 
acras dimidiam, et in Westmeade dimidiam acram prati, et habet 
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communiam ad tria averia et xxx bidentes et heriettabit optimum 
animal et reddit per annum vij s. vj d. 
Johannes Chalke tenet per copiam datam xxviije Aprilis Anno 
Regni Regis Edwardi viti quarto sub fine iiij ld. unum mes- 
suagium et duas semivirgatas terre cum pertinentiis unde 
curtilagium centinet dimidiam acram et de terra arrabili in 
Woodfield v acras dimidiam j quarterium, in Estfeld xij acras 
dimidiam quarterium, in Westfeld xj acras et habet communiam 
ad vj averia et 1x bidentes et habet de prato in Westmede unam 
acram et unum plott pasture juxta domum firme et heriettabit 
pro duobus heriettis duo meliora animalia et reddit per annum 
xiij s. vd. 
Johannes Stookes tenet per copiam datam xxij® Marcii Anno 
Regni Regis Edwardi vj'i quarto sub fine xx s. unum messuagium 
et unam semivirgatam terre cum suis pertinentiis unde curti- 
lagium continet unam rodam terre et de terra arrabili in Woodfeld 
duas acras, in Hstfeld v acras et unum quarterium, in Westfeld 
v acras et in Westmeade dimidiam acram prati et habet com- 
muniam ad tria averia et xxx bidentes et heriettabit optimum 
animal et reddit per annum Vj 8. viij d. ob. 
Johannes Chalke Junior et Walterus Grene tenent per copiam 
datam xxj Junii Anno Elizabethe Regine nostre Primo sub fine 
xiij /t. vj s. viij d. unum messuagium et duas semivirgatas terre 
cum suis pertinentiis unde curtilagium continet dimidiam 
acram et de terra arrabili in Woodfeld vj acras, in Westfeld x 
acras dimidiam et in Estfeld x acras et in Westmede unam 
acram prati, et habet communiam ad vj averia et lx bidentes et 
heriettabunt duo animalia optima pro duobus heriettis et reddit 
per annum X1lj s. vd. 
Willelmus London tenet per copiam datam xxj° Junii Anno 
Elizabethe Regine Primo sub fine xix, unum messuagium et 
duas semivirgatas terre cum pertinentiis unde curtilagium et 
pastura continent unam rodam et de terra arrabili in Woodfeld 
quatuor acras dimidiam in Hstfeld xj acras, in Westfeld xj 
acras et in Westmeade unam acram prati et habet communiam 
ad vj averia et Ix bidentes et reddit xiij s. vd. et etiam tenet tres 
acras arrabiles unde in Westfeld unam acram et in Estfeld duas 
acras sub redditu xxijd. et unum ham prati vocatum an Ilond 
5 * 
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juxta finem prati sui et reddit ijd. et heriettabit duo optima 
animalia pro duobis heriottis et reddunt perannum = xvs. vd. 
Ricardus Hubert tenet per copiam datam xxiij® Februarii 
Anno Regni Regis Henrici viij¥! xxxvjt° sub fine xl s. unum mes- 
suagium et unam semivirgatam terre cum suis pertinentiis unde 
curtilagium continet unam rodam terre, et de terra arrabili in 
Woodfeld duas acras, in Estfeld v acras quarterium, in West- 
feld v acras dimidiam et in Westmeade dimidiam acram prati 
et habet communiam ad tria averia et xxx bidentes et heriet- 
tabit optimum animal et reddit per annum vj 8. viij d. ob. 
Elizeus Hubert, Stephanus frater ejus, et Editha filia dicti 
Elizei tenent per copiam datam xxvj Marcii Anno Hlizabethe 
Regine nostre, etc. Quinto sub fine xxvj lz. xiij s. iiijd. unum 
messuagium et duas semivirgatas terre cum pertinentiis unde 
curtilagium continet unam acram, et de terra arrabili in Wood- 
feld vj acras dimidiam, in Estfeld ix acras dimidiam, in West- 
feld x acras dimidiam, et in Westmeade unam acram prati, 
communiam ad vj averia et lx bidentes, et heriettabunt duo 
optima animalia pro duobus heriettis et reddunt per anum 
xij s. vd. 
Thomas London et Alicia filia sua tenent per copiam datam 
xmo Maii Annis Philippi et Marie Regis et Regine quarto et 
quinto sub fine iiij 2. unum messuagium et quatuor semivirgatas 
terre cum pertinentiis unde curtilagium et clausum vocatum 
Harts Haye continent unam acram et de terra arrabili in Wood- 
feld xij acras dimidiam, in Hstfeld xxj acras, in Westfeld xxv) 
acras et in Westmeade tres acras prati et habent communiam 
ad xij averia et cxx bidentes et heriettabunt quatuor optima 
animalia, pro quatuor heriettis et reddunt xxvij s. vijd. ob., et 
tenent duas acras arrabiles in Westfeld sub redditu xvjd. et 
unam Ilond juxta finem prati sui sub redditu ij d. et sic in toto 
Xx1x s, ] d. ob. 
Ricardus Hubert tenet per copiam datam xxiij® Aprilis Anno 
Regni Regis Edwardi vit primo, sub fine liijs. iiij d., unum 
messuagium et unam semivirgatam terre cum pertinentiis, unde 
curtilagium continet dimidiam acram, et de terra arrabili in 
Woodfeld unam acram dimidiam, in Estfeld vj acras dimidiam, 
in Westfeld vj) acras dimidiam, et in Westmeade dimidiam 
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acram prati, communiam ad tria averia et xxx bidentes, et 
herietiabit optimum animal, et reddit per annum 
V] 8. viij d. ob. 
Robertus Eliott et Elizeus frater ejus tenent per copiam 
datam xv'® Marcii Anno Regni Elizabethe Regine vjte sub fine 
xlij 1a. vj s. vii] d. duo messuagia et duas semivirgatas terre cum 
suis pertinentiis unde duo curtilagia continent dimidiam acram, 
et de terra arrabili in Woodfeld xj acras dimidiam, in Estfeld x 
acras, in Westfeld xj acras dimidiam, in Westmede unam acram 
prati, et habent communiam ad vj averia et Ix bidentes, et 
heriettabunt duo meliora animalia et reddunt xiijs. vd. et 
etiam tenent unum ham prati jacentem in boreali parte mes- 
suagii sui continentem unam acram, sub redditu 3j s., in toto 
xv s. vd. 
Ricardus Hubert Junior et Willelmus filius Willelmi Hubert 
tenent per copiam datam xv'e Marcii Anno Elizabethe Regine 
Sexto sub fine xij Ji. unum messuagium et duas semivirgatas 
terre cum pertinentiis unde curtilagium continet unam rodam 
terre et de terra arrabili in Woodfeld vij acras, in Estfeld x 
acras dimidiam, in Westfeld x acras, et in Westmede unam 
acram, et unum plott pasture continentem unam rodam, et 
habent communiam ad yj averia et lx bidentes et heriettabunt 
duo optima animalia, et reddunt xiijs. vd. et pro una parcella 
terre vocata Margrove jacente in Woodfeld continente xx acras 
arrabiles iij s. iiij d., sic in toto XV] S. ix d. 
Willelmus Hubert et Johanna Filia sua tenent per copiam 
datam xxj™° Junii Anno Elizabethe Regine Primo, sub fine 
viij Jc. vj s. viij d., unum messuagium et duas semivirgatas terre 
cum pertinentiis, unde curtilagium continet dimidiam acram, et 
de terra arrabili in Woodfeld v acras dimidiam, in Hstfeld ix 
acras, in Westfeld xj acras, in Westmeade unam acram prati, et 
unum plott pasture continentem dimidiam acram, communiam 
ad yj averia et lx bidentes et heriettabunt duo optima animalia 
et reddunt xiij s. vd., et pro duabus acris arrabilibus in West- 
feld xvj d. et duobus Tlondes juxta pratum suum in Westmede 


ili] d., in toto XV 5. J da. 
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27 Semivirgates 


Summa Custumariorum MP GP red Se, 

T : ix li. xiij s. viij d- 
enencium per annum 

Summa Totalis) xxv li. vs. viij d. 

hujus Manerii et vij¢ Columbe 


( Liberis Tenentibus Xiij s. itij d. 

mde Firm. Terr. xiiij li, xix s. 

de | Custumariis Tenentibus ix lt, xilj s. vii} d. 
\Columbellis vij° 


Est ibidem unus Mariscus vocatus lez Marshe jacens inclusus 
qui pertinet Tenentibus pro cattalis suis toto anno et continet 
per estimacionem X1j acras 

Est ibidem prope dictum mariscum certe Cleves que pertinent 
Tenentibus ut predictus mariscus et continent per estimacionem 

x acras 

Sunt etiam ibidem certi montanei montes vocati lez Downes 
incipientes apud Eistcombe et sic ascendentes ad viam vocatam 
Wylton Way et deinde ad Lyons Barowe et ab inde usque Ottes 
Barowe et sic ad Pissing Bushe et a Pissing Bushe usque ad 
fossatum inter Compton et montes predictos et sic descendentes 
ad Burcombes Ivers et ab Burcombes Ivers ad tres acras pertin- 
entes Rectori de Berford et sic per campos de Burcombe per 
fines dicti montis ad locum ubi inceperunt et pars inde obser- 
vatur aliquo tempore pro lez Rotherdowne et residuum pro 


ovibus et continent in toto per estimacionem | cc acras 
Est Ibidem una Copicia vocata Burcombe Ivers plantata cum 
subboscis et continet per estimacionem XxX acras 


Memorandum quod quilibet tenens semivirgate terre arrabit 
et herciabit dimidiam acram ad semen quadragesime et quilibet 
tenens virgate terre arrabit et herciabit unam acram integram 
ad dictum semen capiens de firmario jentaculum suum vocatum 
a breakefast Hit quilibet Tenens semivirgate terre inveniet unum 
hominem ad firmarium in Autumpno ad metendum bladum per 
unum diem vel dabit iijd. pro dicto homine Et quilibet Tenens 
virgate terre nveniet unum hominem et unam mulierem in 
Autumpno per unum diem ad metendum bladum vel solvebit 
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firmario vijd. si placuerit firmario Et predicti Custumarii 
Tenentes falcabunt septem acras prati in Westmede pro firmario 
capientes jentaculum suum ex firmario et etiam facient fenum 
dicti prati in lez Pookes, capientes panem et caseum de firmario 
tempore facturi dicti prati Et predicti tenentes lavabunt et 
tondebunt cc oves de grege firmarii singulis annis Et ulterius 
faleabunt quatuor acras dimidiam prati in Junmeade et fenum 
inde levabunt et intassabunt, et percipient in communi pro pane 
et cervisia xx] d. ob. 

Notandum est quod Tenentes Manerii de Burdecombe tenent 
terras et tenementa sua ibidem per tales consuetudines que ad 


largum scripte et memorate sunt in Manerio Domini de Suth 
Newton. 


17. THE MANUMISSION OF A SERF, 1576. 


[Duchy of Lancaster Misc. Bk., 102. Printed by Hoare, The 
History of an East Anglian Soke, p. 299.] 


Whereas the Quene’s most excellent Maiestie by her grace’s 
letteres pattents under her Seale of her Duchie of Lancaster, 
bearing date the twenty first day June in the xvijth yere of 
her Maiesties Regne, hath named and appointed me Henry Lee 
Knyght her Maiesties Comissioner to enquire of all her Maiesties 
bondmen and bondwomen with their children and sequeles, with 
their goods, cattells, landes, tenements and hereditaments, within 
this Realm of England and Wales whereunto her Maiestie maye 
in any wise be intitled as in the right of ner said Duchie, And that 
[? hath] further graunted by the said letteres patents to me the 
said Sir Henry Lee full power and aucthority to accepte receive 
and admitte to be mannumyssed and enfranchysed such hundred 
of her bondmen and bondwomen in blood with All or any 
their children and sequeles as be bondemen in grosse or re- 
gardaunte to any her Manors, landes, tenements, possessions 
or hereditaments parcells of her said Duchie ; Whereuppon, 
for my certificate and warrant to the said right honorable her 
Maiesties Chancellor of her said Duchie, Bee yt knowne to the 
same by theise presentes that I the said Sir Henry Lee have 
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by inquirye caused to be founde owte theis bonde in blood 
whose names hereafter followe (that is to saye) Margaret Cawston, 
wife of Jerome Cawston of Southreppes in the Countye of Norffolk 
Yeoman, daughter of a certain William Powle, late of Southreppes, 
deceased, bondman of the blood regardaunte to the mannor of 
Gymyngham, which are founde to be bonde of bloode regardaunte 
to the Quenes highnes mannor of Gymyngham in the said 
Countye of Norffolk parcell of the possessions of her Majesties 
said Duchie of Lancaster, of which nomber the said Sir Henry 
Lee have accepted received and admitted the aforesaid Margaret 
Cawston aS one bondewomen of the said nomber, with her 
posterity and sequels, to be mannumitted enfranchised and 
made free by the authority aforesaid, and In witnes whereot 
Dated the twenty eighth daye of November in the xviijth yere of 
the Reigne of our Sovereygne Elizabeth by the grace of God 
Quene of Ingland. 


18. LETTER FROM ALDERMAN BOX TO BURGHLEY, PROPOSING 
COMPULSORY DIVISION AND SOWING OF WASTES, c. 1576. 


[Lansdowne MS. 121, f. 173 r.] 


To the honorable Sir William Cycell, Knight of the 
most honorable order of the garter, Lorde Burghley, and 
Lorde highe threasorer of Englande. 


Most Humblie shewethe vnto your Honorable Lordeshippe 
your daylie orator William Box Citizen and Alderman of london, 
And as for so mutche, my good Lorde, as I hear that your 
good Lordshippe is willinge to doe good to the common welthe 
of this realme, and god withe the quene hathe plased you in 
aucthoritie to doe the same, Yet calling to remembraunce that 
your Lordshippe is daylie troubled with manye waightie causes, 
I was in doubte, and very lothe to trouble your Lordshippe in 
this case. But for so mutche as it is nowe nedefull and necessarye 
to seeke for help and wher willinge helpe is to be hade, I am 
therfore so boulde (knowinge that corne and all other victuall 
is scante and at great prise, and feared to be worse yf remedye 
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be not hade) to informe your Lordshippe, as I vnderstande, 
what is the cause therof, and what is the remedye. The cause 
is for want of plowes ; The remedye is for to maintaine plowes, 
ffor plowes is the breeder and increasser of corne and all 
other victuall (onely fishe exceptid) and plowes are nowe scante 
for lacke of grounde to plowe and sowe corne one. Yf we sowe 
no corne, we shall reape none. We cannot geather corne one 
bryers, nor bushes, Nor yf we sowe lyttell we reape but lyttell. 
Therfore I am so boulde to put your Lordshippe in remembraunce 
of a good worke necessarye to be donne to maintaine the plowe, 
good and profitable to all men, Lordes, tennauntes, farmers, 
and labourers, and not hurtfull nor vnprofytable to any man. 
And therfore, as your Lordshippe hath leasure I doe desyer 
your Honour to peruse this my symple writinge, and to consider 
the matter and my meaninge, thoughe it be not so plaine as 
shoulde be for your Lordshippe’s perfecte and readye vnder- 
standinge. ‘Therfore yf anye doubte be, I shalbe readye at 
your Lordshippe’s pleasure, and leasure, to declare it more by 
speache at large, not by heare saye, but of myne owne know- 
ledge. First I: knowe that ther is with in this realme mutche 
good frutefull ground lyinge wast: and lost for lacke of gouer- 
ment, ouer growne with bushes, brambles, and bryers, lynge, 
heathe, fursses, and sutche other bytter weedes that no grasse, 
Woode, or any other good. thinge dothe: increase or growe, 
Breedinge snakes, adders, todes, eftes, and sutche other venimus 
vermyn, hurtfull and noysome to man and beaste. And so by 
mans negligence and Idelnes, that grounde, that god hathe 
indewed vs withe to laboure and get our lyuinge one, is but loste 
and come to naught, for lacke of good order and gouerment, ffor 
yf the saide wasted groundes were grubbed, plowed, and sowed, 
[they] woulde be very frewtfull for corne or grasse, and woulde 
maintaine manye plowes, increase mutche corne and other 
victuall, and laboure for the Idell persone. For it is to be vuder- 
standed, wher sutche waste groundes be, are fewe plowes, lyttell 
co ne, and scante of other victualle, many Idell persons for 
lacke of worke, lyuinge in summer by the milke of his cowe, 
and in wynter lyke to starue for meate, or dye for coulde, 
hauinge many children that lyue by beginge, whiche is to be 
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lamentid, wher god hathe lefte suffitient ground to bringe 
corne, victuall, and laboure for the labourers, yf those groundes 
were well governed and turned from waste Doinge no good, 
to be plowed for corne to doe all men good. For I thincke it 
more charitie, to prouide worke for the Idell to laboure one, 
then a lawe to punishe hym that woulde laboure, and knowithe 
not wher to haue worke to laboure on; And a better worke to 
labour one then this ther cannot be, to turne the bytter curssid 
weedes, that dothe no good, to bringe sweet corne, that is 
blessed of god to doe all men good. ‘Ther is a sayinge, and 
I thincke it trewe, that thes wastes that nowe be came firste 
by decaye or lacke of people, so that corne and other victuall 
grewe to be so good cheape, that they dyd suffer their plowes to 
decaye and their grounde lye waste [rather] then to plowe their 
grounde and sell their sorne and other victuall, so cheape as it 
was then. And so by follye of Idell people dothe continewe waste. 
But nowe the tyme is alterid, and is otherwise to be considerid. 
For the people are increassid and grounde for plowes dothe 
wante, Corne and all other victuall is scante, many straingers 
sufferid heare, which makethe corne and victuall deare. People 
woulde laboure yf they knew wher one, The husbande man 
woulde be glade to haue grounde to set his plowe to worke yf 
he knew wher. Therfore [it is] necessarye and nedefull to applie 
those wastes to the plowe whitche in shorte tyme woulde be 
very profitable to the doers and honours therof and the common 
weale of this countrye. For I assure your Lordshippe and I 
speake it of my owne knowledge, that tenn akers of sutche 
waste grounde beinge groubed, Clensed, plowed, and sowed 
with corne, that the corne onely that will increase of that 
grounde, woulde be more worthe to the howners in a yeare, 
then a hunderd akers lyinge waste as it nowe dothe. And 
further when the corne is carted, and caried from the fielde 
home to their howses, ther is more good grase lefte in the feelde 
one the meers and stubbell wher the corne grewe, and of more 
profyte for the cattell in that tenn akers, then in a hunderd 
lyinge waste as it nowe is, besydes the corne for man to lyue 
by and grasse tofeede their cattell. There is corne also scatterid 
and shede in the feeld from the cartes on the wayes, and aboute 
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their howses, which dothe feede, nourrishe, and brede their 
hogges, geese, cockes, hennes, Duckes, Chyckins, and other 
poultry which increasethe egges, mylke, butter, Cheese, and 
other victuall for the countery to lyue by and also strawe to feede 
and fodder their oxen, kyene, and other cattell, in the hungrye 
tyme of coulde winter when ther is nothinge to be hade of the 
barren wast heathe. And also I thincke ther is no plowe so 
symple, but dothe rayes once in a yeare oxe or cowe, or bothe, 
for the butcher, besydes caulfe, mutton, lame, bacon and other. 
Now heare is to be perseauid, what b'essyde commodotie and 
profyte comethe of the plowe. God blesse and prosper the plowe, 
ffor wher many plowes be, corne and all other victuall is plentie, 
And wher plowes doe wante, Corne and all other victuall is 
scant, and besydes the waste, it is supposed that the fourthe 
parte of the grounde, that sum tyme was eyreable in this realme 
to maintain the plowe, to breede corne to feede man, ys now 
in pasture, onely for to feede sheepe, wherof ther is great store, 
yet mutton and woole the dearrer and corne with other victuall 
the scanter, Therfore necessarye to prouide grounde to maintaine 
the plowe or else corne and other victuall wilbe scante enoughe. 
And for so mutche as before this tyme kinges and other noble 
men of this realme hath founde faulte with the great nomber 
of pasturs, which hathe byn the Decaye and putinge downe 
of many plowes, wherby corne and other victuall waxethe 
scant, and made lawes to redresse and amend the same, which 
dyd not take effecte, but are rather increassid and nothinge 
amendid, therfore I thought it not good to trouble nor moue 
your Lordshippe therwithe but onely for order, and your goode 
helpe, That those waste groundes, that lye owt of forrest or 
chase wher no Deare, Rede or fallowe are, maye be plowed, 
and sowed with corne, wherof is now neede: So that I trust 
in shorte tyme being well vsid, with that grounde, which is 
nowe plowed, will breede and bringe corne, eufficient to serue 
this realme and spare for other with owt helpe or ayde of the 
pasturs, nor neede to seeke for corne to forren and strainge 
countryes, ffor when the corne is bought in forren or strainge 
countryes, yt maye be, by restraint or other casuaaltie, that 
we shall lacke, before we haue yt, or beinge longe shipped, 
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to take heate and be mustie as it hathe byne of late, Very 
perilous for the plage and other diseasses. Wheifore the corne 
is well bought that is hade at home, Which I thincke cannot 
be withowt moe plowes. Nor ther can be no more plowes, 
maintayned withowt more grounde, and no better to be hade 
then of sutche wastes as aforesaide. Let us therfore praye 
to the almightie god, for helpe, that in thes our gracious quenes 
tyme, she maye withe your good Lordshippes helpe take sum 
good order that those waste groundes as aforesaide maye be 
put to ye plowe, Which the people in most places, wher sutche 
wastes be, are readye and willinge to further and doe the same, 
So that it maye be donne in order for lossinge of their estate 
or right in the same wastes, ffor the Cyrcute and boundes wher 
sutche wastes are be well knowen to the lordes and tenauntes 
of the same, Therfore easylie to be orderid and deuided. For the 
lordes of euery manner is honoure [owner] of the grounde and 
soyle, But the herbage and all other profyte of sutche wastes be 
dewe to the tennauntes lyinge Jointly in common, and beinge 
seperated and deuided to euery mane a portion of the same, Then 
beinge so deuided is at the lordes pleasure. Wherfore the Joynte 
tennauntes, hauinge the herbage and other profytes, yf ther 
be anye, they are lothe to lose or forgoe that which is the right 
and dewe to them of custome. And therfore your Lordshippes 
oratour desyrethe sum good order, Lawe or decree to be hade or 
made betwixt the lordes and the tennauntes for their assuraunce, 
that euery lorde of any manner, wher sutche wastes are, withe 
fowre or syxe of the grauist tennauntes appoynted and chosen 
by the tennauntes of the same manner, vpon a payne by a daye 
assigned to hym and them, to appoynte and deuide the waste 
of the same manner orderly, to euery tennaunt of the same 
manner a portion of the same waste groundes accordinge to 
the rent he now payethe, And the same so appoynted deuided 
and set owt, to remayne and continewe to the tenement for the 
Same tennaunt, and the same tenaunt to haue and occupie 
the same tenement withe the waste grounde so appoynted, and all 
the appurtenaunces to the same tenenment belonginge, duringe 
the state he hathe in the same tenement. witheowt any more 
rent payinge for the same but onely his laboure and coste to 
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grube, clense, and sow the same withe in two yeares followinge, 
or ellse he to losse the portion of the wastes to hym allotted, 
And that it shalbe lawfull, for the lorde of anye sutche manner 
for defaulte therof Then to let the same to any other, that 
will sowe the same. And further that it maye be prouided, 
that it shall not be lawfull, for any tenaunte of any manner 
so deuided to kepe or suffer to be kepte any of their beastes 
or cattell to goe in any other lordes waste, by culler of that 
manner so separated but onely in the same manner, Nor lawfull 
for any other froward Idell persone to hinder or trouble any 
other persone, in the laboringe grubinge settinge or sowinge 
of any sutche wastes, for hym sett owt appoynted and deuided. 
So shall euery man make the most and best of his grounde, 
for his own profyte, and the welthe of his country, And doe 
no wronge to any man, But shall reape the frewt of his owne 
laboure. This I praye god kepe and blesse your honour to 
turther this goode Worke. 


19. BORDER TENURE, 1577. 


[Durham Halmote Rolls, ed. J. Booth (Surtees - Society), 
Vol. I., pp. xxxvii-xl.] 


The order sett downe by the Right Honorable the Lordes 
of the Queenes Majesties Privie Counsell, and by the Lord 
President and. others of Her Majesties Counsell in the Northe 
Parts, between the Deane and Chapiter of Durham, and theire 
Tenaunts, the 17th day of August, 19th year of our Sovereign 
Lady Elizabeth, by the Grace of God of England, France, and 
Ireland, Queen, Defender of the faith, A.D. 1577. 

Whereas heretofore great contentions have ‘arisen betwene the 
Deane and Chapiter of Duresme on th’ one partie, and sundrie 
of theire tenants in the countrie palatyne of Duresme on th’ 
other partie, clameinge to hold theire fermeholdes by tenant- 
right, as well before the Right Honorable the Lordes and others 
of the Queenes Majesties Privie Counsell, and before the Lorde 
President and Counsell in the North Partes, as also at the 
common lawes of this realme; for the endinge of which troubles 
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and for a quietnes hereafter to be had, and for the continu- 
ance and maintainance of the service of the inhabitants of that 
countrie due to the Queenes Majestie, her heires, and successors, 
It is nowe ordered and decreed, by the Right Honorable Privie 
Councell, as by certaine articles hereafter ensuethe. 

1. Whereas in theire former suites and troubles, the said 
tenantes claimed to hold theire fermeholdes by tenant-right, and 
that the Deane and Chapiter alledged them to be onelie theire 
tennaunts at will, because some of them had taken no lease 
by a longe tyme, and yet it appeareth by an auncient booke and 
register of the leases made by the predecessors of the saide 
Deane and Chapiter, shewed to the Lord president and councell 
in the north parts, that thé land in contention belongeinge to 
that house had manie tymes bene letten for yeres by lease: and 
also by a triall at the common lawe by which it should seme the 
saide lands and tenements shoulde not be holden by tenaunt 
right— 

Therefore it is ordered and decreed, that all the same tenaunts 
at will, and tennants clameinge by tenaunt right, shal relinquishe 
and give over for them, theire heires and assignes for ever, all 
theire titles, rightes, and claimes of tennant-right in the premisses 
and everie part thereof. 

2. And forasmuch as upon debaitinge of the matter, it ap- 
peared and could not be denyed by the said Deane and Chapiter, 
but that the said tenants be bounde by the custome of that 
countreye, and the orders of the borders of Englande annenst 
Scotlande, to serve her majestie, her heires, And successors, at 
everie tyme when they be commanded in warrelike manner upon 
the fronteres, or elsewhere in Scotlande, by the space of fyftene 
daies without waiges, which they should not be able to doe, if 
they should be overcharged with great fynes, or of raising of 
rents—therefore, and for other godlike, charitable and lawful 
considerations, it is further ordered and decreed, 

That everie of the saide tenaunts. shall from henceforthe have 
and enjoye theire severall fermeholdes with th’ appurtenances 
accordinge to the intent of theise said articles and draught of 
ane indentures or lease hereafter sett down and expressed, and 
accordinglie shall take leases of the saide Deane and Chapiter, 
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and shall paie theire rents at the daies and tymes accustomed, 
and that everie tennant shall paie, doe, and make all other rents, 
services, and reparations, and customes, as the tenaunts of everie 
suche tenement or fermeholde hath heretofore done, paied, or 
made, for the said fermeholde, or of right ought to have done, 
paied, or made. 

3. And it is further ordered, that th’ eldest sonne of every 
tenaunt, if he sue for the same within one yeare next after the 
deathe of his father, and for defalt of such sonne, the sonne and 
heire of th’ eldest sonne, and for defalt of the son and heir of 
th’ eldest son, the brother of th’ eldest sonne, if he be livinge, or 
els his sonne; and for defalt thereof, the brother of the last 
tenant, if he be then livinge, or els his sonne sueing for the same 
as before, shall be admitted tenant of the saide tenement and 
fermeholde that the father or other last tennaunt had at the tyme 
of his deathe, dureing his life, paieinge onelie thre yeres fyne at 
the most, to the saide Deane and Chapiter and theire successors, 
and paieinge, doeinge, and makeinge yerelie, the rents, services, 
reparations, and customes, due for the said tenement and ferme- 
holde; and this order to be observed for ever. And if the 
tenant fortune to have no sonne nor sonne’s sonne, nor brother, 
nor brother’s sonne, as is aforesaide, that then it shall be in the 
election of the saide Deane and Chapiter for the tyme beinge to 
choise theire tenant, and to lett him the same for his lyffe, in 
forme aforesaide. The true meaninge of this article is, that if 
the sonne, brother, or other be within age at the tyme of the 
deathe of the tennaunt, then if he, by his gardeyne, tutor, or 
friende, make sute for the saide tenement, he shall be thereunto 
admitted tennant. 

4. Notwithstanding the saide former order, it is ordered that 
if any of the saide tenaunts be maried, and his wife lyvinge after 
his deathe, then shall she have and enjoye the fermeholde her 
husband died possessed of dureing her wydoweheed, without 
paieing anye fyne, paieing and doeing the rents, reparations, and 
customes due for that fermeholde; and, if she marie, then her 
husbande to paie two yeres fyne, and he and she to have and 
enjoye the said fermeholde dureinge the wife’s liffe, she, and also 
her husband yerelie paieing and doeing the rents, reparations, 
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and customes due for that fermehold, and that then after her 
deathe, the sonne of her former husbande, that was tenaunt of 
the said fermeholde, and for default of suche sonne, such other 
persons as are before named, according to the true meaninge 
of the limitation before mention’d in the third article, shall be 
admitted tenant for his life, if he sue for the same according to 
theise orders. ‘ 

5. And further it is ordered, that no forfeiture of anie of the 
saide tenements so to be letten for terme of liffe, as is above- 
saide, shall be: taken, but onlie for treason, rebellion, wilful 
murder, or felonie committed by such tennaunt, whereof he shall 
be lawfullie attainted or outlawed by the lawes of this realme ; 
and the same so forfeited to be letten in forme aforesaide. 

§. And it is also ordered and declared that these articles 
abovesaid are ment and to be intended onelie for suche tenaunts 
and tenements as be accompted tenaunts at will, and tenements 
occupied, or clamed to be holden or occupied, by the custome of 
tenent right, and not to such tenements as heretofore are or have 
been occupied and clamed by lease for terme of yeres or for 
terme of liffe or liffes, within the space of thirtie yeres paste. 

7. And it is further agreed and ordered, that all these present 
articles and orders, together with the draught of the saide 
indenture, shal be entred and remayne as of recorde, as well in 
the booke of orders of the privie councell, as also the booke of 
orders and decrees of the said lord president and councell of the 
northe parts, and alsoe in the chancerie court of Duresme, to 
th’ intent the same may remayne and be manifest to suche of 
the tenaunts as shall have cause or nede to sue for the same. 

8. And it is further ordered and agreed, that for the more full 
ratifieing and comfirming of these articles and orders, to abide 
and contynue for ever, and that the saide Deane and Chapiter 
hath assented to the same, in tegtimonie and approbation thereof, 
the saide Deane and Chapiter, shall unto this order, articles, and 
draught of the saide indenture sett theire commonseale. Yeoven 
at York, the daie and yere above written. 
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20, PERMISSION TO ENCLOSE AND DIVIDE A common, 1587. 


[P.R.O. Duchy of Lancaster, Warrants and Commissions to Survey, 
Bdle. 12.] 


Elizabeth by the grace of God Quene of England ffrance and 
Ireland deffendor of the ffaith etc. To our Trustie and wel 
beloved Sir Richard Sherburne, Knight, Stewarde of our Mannor 
of Sladburne parcell of our Duchie of Lancaster in our countie 
of Yorke, Rauff Ashton the younger Esquier, our particuler 
Receyvoure of our said Manner, Thomas Talbott and Brian 
parker Ksquiers and to every of them gretinge. Whereas humble 
Peticon hathe bene made unto our Chauncellor and Councell of 
our Duchie of Lancaster in our Duchie chamber at our Palais 
of Westminster aswell one the parte and behalfe of Edward 
Waddington Robert Parker John Swinglehurst Thomas Chap- 
man Thomas Ellis and Robert Wood as one the parte and be- 
halfe of other our ffreholders and Copieholders of our Towne 
of Grindleton within our Manor of Sladburne, parcell of our said 
Duche of Lancaster in our said Countie of Yorke, shewing by the 
same to this effect: Whereas the said Towne of Grindleton is 
of Late greatly increased in Buildings and dwellingehouses 
and thereby much more populated than heretofore it hathe bene, 
by reason whereof the Auncient groundes used and imploied to 
pasture meadowe and Tillage are in no sort able or sufficient to 
mainteine our said ffreholders and copieholders whereby muche 
povertie dothe dalie encrease emongst them and is more and 
more lyke to doe yf some good provision be not hadd and fore- 
seen in tyme, And whereas also there is a waste grounde or 
common called Smalden at Grindleton More belonging to our 
said Towne for which no yerely Rent profitt or Commodity dothe 
growe or rise to us But is and alwaies have bene feed and de- 
pastured in Common by our said ffreeholders and Copieholders, 
which said waste ground or common wolde not onlie mak some 
increase of yerely revenue to us our heires and successors But 
also be a farr greater relife to our ffreeholders and Copieholders 
and especially to the poorer sort if some reasonable parte and 
porcons of the best and moste frutfull parte of the said common 
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might by our ffavor be Inclosed and fenced In and in some 
reasonable manner apportioned and devided amongest our ffree- 
holders and copieholders and converted to suche uses as the 
residue of the auncient severall groundes are nowe imploied, for 
the which they wold moste thanckfully Aunswere yerely unto 
us our heires and successors suche yerely rents fines customes 
and services as they nowe doe for their auncient copieholde or 
customarie landes, that is to saie foure pence for every acre 
after the measure of viij yardes to the pole, And further most 
humbly desiringe by the same peticon that A Comission might 
be directed to suche:of our officers and men of best credit there- 
aboute as mignt not only vewe and tread out the said porcions 
of the said Commons metest to be inclosed as aforesaid but also 
to our highe Stewarde of our said Manor to graunt the same by 
copie of court Rolle unto every of our said Copieholders and 
ffreeholders and their heires after such reasonable rate and pro- 
porcion and under suche yerely rentes fines customes duties 
and services as they hold their Auncient Customarie landes 
within our said manor, allowing to the poore Cotagers and their 
heires xx"! acres after the mesure aforesaid, and in respect of 
their charges and aseurance of the same shall for the furst xxj 
yeres yeld no rent for the same, and after the said xxj yere then 
to yeld for every acre iiij d. as by the said peticon remayning of 
record in our said Duchie chamber at our Pallais of Westminster 
more at large it dothe and maye appeare. Wee therefore, con- 
sidering the premisses and tenderinge the said humble peticon 
of our said ffreholders and copieholders and mynding the due 
accomplishment of the same and the causes and consideracons 
aforsaid as specially moving, will and requier youe iiij, iij, or ij 
of youe at the least whereof youe the said Sir Richard Sherburne 
to be one, at a tyme convenient by youe to be lymyted and ap- 
pointed to repaire yourselves to our said Towne of Grindleton 
parcell of our said Duchie of Lancaster in our said County of 
Yorke, then and there calling before youe by vertue hereof aswell 
Edward Waddington and Robert Wood as other the said person 
or persons nominated in the said peticon, and then and there to 
vewe and survey our said Commons or waste groundes called 
Smalden at Grindleton more belonginge to our said Towne of 
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Grindleton what parte or porcons thereof are moste metest to 
be severed and inclosed; and the same so by you vewed and sur- 
veyed wee will and requier youe iiij, iij, or ij of youe at the least 
whereof youe the said Sir Ric. Shirburne to be one to cause the 


cording to the said peticon. And the same so finished in forme 
aforesaid wee will and require youe Sir Ric. Shirburne being 
Steward of our said Mannor of Sladburne at some courte or 
courtes by youe to be appointed to be holden within our said 
Manor of Sladburne within xl daies next after suche treadinge 
out and setting forth of the said wast groundes aforesaid, ye do 
admitt every suche person and persons as shalbe rated and 
porcioned to any parte of our said waste ground tenant or 
tenants their To hold to them and their heires accordinge to the 
custome of our said Manor of Sladburne, reservynge to us our 
heires and successors suche rentes fines customes and services 
as are specified in the said peticion. And theis our Lettres of 
Comission beinge inrolled within the court of our said Mannor 
of Sladburne shall be aswell unto youe iiij, iij, or ij of youe 
whereof youe the said Sir Richard Shirburne to be one aswell for 
the treadinge out and settinge forth ratinge and opporconynge 
of the said waste groundes, as unto youe the said Sir Richard 
Shirburne our saide Steward of the said Mannor of Sladburne 
for the grauntinge the same in manner and forme aforesaid, a 
sufficient warrant and dischardge in that behalfe against us our 
heires and successors. And if any of our said copieholders or 
ffreholders do willfully refuse this our graunt that then youe iiij, 
iij, or ij of youe whereof youe the said Sir Ric. Shirburne to be one 
do certifie our said Chauncellor and Councell of our said Duchie 
thereof and of the Causes and reasons whie they so do. And of 
your factes doinges and proceedinges herein wee will and requier 
youe iiij, iij, or ij of youe at the least whereof youe the said Sir 
Richard Shirburne to be one by your writinge enclosed under 
your handes and seales with theis our lettres to certefy our said 


Chaunceller and Councell of our said Duchie in our Duchie 
6 * 
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Chamber at our said Palais of Westminster in Octavis Trinitie 
next cominge Not ffailing hereof etcetera. Yeaven etcetera the 
xxth day of ffebruary in the xxixth yere of our Reigne. 


Jo. Brograve. 


91. AN ACTE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF HUSBANDRIE & TILLAGE. 
(39 exiz., c. 2), 1597-98. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. IV., p. 893.] 


Whereas the Strengthe and florishinge Estate of this King- 
dome hath bene allwayes. and is greately upheld and advaunced 
by the maintenaunce of the Ploughe & Tillage, beinge the Occa- 
cion of the increase and multiplyinge of People both for service 
in the Warres and in tymes of Peace, beinge allso a principall 
meane that People are sett on worke, and thereby withdrawen 
from Ydlenesse, Drunkenesse, unlawfull Games and all other 
lewde Practises and Condicions of Life; And whereas by the 
same meanes of Tyllage and Husbandrye, the greater parte of 
the Subjectes are preserved from extreame povertie in a com- 
petente Estate of maintenance and meanes to live, and the 
Wealthe of the Realme is kepte dispersed and distributed in 
manie handes, where yt is more ready to answere all necessary 
Chardges for the service of the Realme; And whereas allso the 
saide Husbandrie and Tillage is a cause that the Realme doth 
more stande upon it selfe, withowt dependinge upon forraine 
Cuntries either for bringinge in of Corne in tyme of scarsetye, 
or for vente and utterance of our owne Commodities beinge in 
over greate Abundance; And whereas from the xxvij yeare of 
Kinge Henry the Highte of famous memory, untill the five & 
thirtiethe yeare of Her Majesties moste happy Reigne, there was 
allwayes in force some Lawe whiche did ordeyne a conversion 
and continuance of a certayne quantitie and proporcion of Lande 
in Tillage not to be altered; and that in the laste Parliamente 
held in the said five and thirtiethe yeare of her Majesties 
Reigne, partlie by reason of the greate plentie & cheapnes of 
Graine at that tyme within this Realme, and partely by reason 
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of the imperfection and obscuritie of the Lawe made in that 
case, the same was discontinued ; since whiche time there have 
growen manie more depopulacions, by turning Tillage into 
Pasture, then at anie time for the like number of years hereto- 
fore: Be yt enacted . . . That wheras anie Landes or Growndes 
at anie tyme since the seavententh of November in the firste 
yere of her Majesties Reigne have bene converted to Shepe 
Pastures or to the fattynge or grasinge of Cattell, the same 
Landes havinge bene tillable landes Feildes or Growndes such 
as have bene used in Tillage or for Tillage by the space of Twelve 
Yeares togither at the leaste nexte before suche conversion, ac- 
cording to the nature of the Soyle and course of Husbandrie 
used in that parte of the Country, all such Landes and Growndes 
as aforesaide shall before the firste day of May which shalbe 
in the yeare of our Lord God One thowsand five hundred nynety 
nyne, be restored to Tillage, or layde for Tillage in suche sorte 
as the whole Grownde accordinge to the nature of that Soule 
and course of Husbandrie used in that parte of the Countrie be 
within three yeares at the leaste turned to Tillage by the Occu- 
piers and Possessours thereof, and go shall be contynued for ever. 

II. And be yt further enacted by the aucthoritie aforesaide, That 
all Lands & Growndes which now are used in Tillage or for 
Tillage, having bene tillable Landes, Feildes or Growndes, such 
as nexte before the firste day of this presente Parliamente have 
bene by the space of Twelve Yeares togither at the leaste used 
in Tillage or for Tillage, accordinge to the nature of the Soyle 
& course of Husbandrie used in that parte of the Countrie, shall 
not be converted to any Shepe Pasture or to the grazinge or 
fattinge of Cattell by the Occupiers or Possessors thereof, but 
shall, accordinge to the nature of that Soyle and course of Hus- 
bandry used in that parte of the Countrie continue to be used 
in Tillage or for Tillage for Corne or Graine, and not for 
Woade.... 

VIII. And be yt enacted by the aucthority aforesaid, That 
if anie Person or Body Politique or Corporate shall offende 
againste the premisses, every suche Person or Body Polytique 
or Corporate so offendinge shall loose and forfeyte for every Acre 
not restored or not contynued as aforesaide, the somme of Twenty 
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shillinges for every yeare that he or they so offende ; and that 
the saide Penaltyes or Forfeitures shalbe devided in three equall 
partes, whereof one thirde parte to be to the Queenes Majestie 
her Heires and Successors to her and there owne use, [and] one 
other thirde parte to the Queenes Majestie her Heires and 
Successors for Releife of the Poore in the Parishe where the 
Offence shall be committed . . . and the other thirde parte to 
such person as will sue for the same in anie Court of Recorde 
at Westminster. .. . 

XIV. Provided allso, That this Acte shall not extende 
to any Countyes within this Realme of Englande, but such 
onely as shall be hereafter specifyed ; that is to say, the Counties 
of Northampton Leycester Warwicke Buckinham Bedford 
Oxforde Berkshire the Isle of Wighte Glocester Woorcester 
Nottingham Hampshire Wiltshire Somerset Dorsett Derby 
Rutland Lincoln Hereford Cambridge Huntingdone Yorke Pem- 
broke in South Wales and the Bushopricke of Durham, and 
Northumberlande, and the Counties of all Cities and Corpora- 
cions lyinge situate and beinge within the Counties aforesaide, or 
confyninge to the same, and the Aynsty of the County of the 
City of Yorke. . 


22. LETTER TO BURGHLEY FROM A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT ON 
THE DEPOPULATION BILL OF 1597. 


[Lansdowne MS. 83, f. 195 r.]} 


Right honorable my good Lord: VWnderstandinge there is 
some question for the framinge of a newe byll for the 
matter of depopulacon, And that yt maie rest in your 
Lordships worde to better yt in some partes, wherin I 
helde yt weake, As also to satisfie your Lordship of my 
entended speach, I haue made bolde to sett downe in breif 
Articles what I meante to haue spooken at the passinge of 
the byll. And so I humblie crave pardon and leave to be 
further troublesome. 

tor the | Where everie howse is to be alotted twentie akers within twoo 
pise®- myles of the Towne; I dislyke the Lymitacon of the place, 
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fearinge the poore man shalbe cast into the most barren and 
frutlesse Soyle, And that so remote, as altogether vnnecessarie 
for the present necessities of the husbandmans trade. 

Secondlie, in that there is by this lawe noe lymitacion of no Comon 
Common or meadowe, without which noe ploughe can be mayn- nea 
tayned. 

Thirdlie, all be yt the alowance be thus scante as before, yet noe lymi- 
is there noe lymitacion sett downe eyther for ffyne or Rente. 300%," 
But the poore that owe to be restorred, are in both leafte to the =" 
will and harde Conscience of him that hath destroyed the 
Towne, or of him that hath vneonsionablye purchassed the 
Towne so destroyed. 

Fourthlie, where this lawe promyseth releif in some Cases a present 
within sixe yeres, and in other, god knowes when; yt were to (Onmeu 
be wyshed that vutill this restitucion maie be perfected, some S**¥¢: 
Contribucion might be weeklie rayssed out of these decayed 
and enclossed partes for the present releif of the poore, who 
beinge dryven out of their owne habitacions are enforced into 
the greate Townes, where beinge verie burthensome, they shutt 
vpp theire dores against them, sufferinge them to die in the 
streetes and highe wayes for wante of soccour. The rather for 
that the lawe hath Confynned them to be maynteyned in the 
place wherein they were borne and breed. 

Fyftlie, since this byll doth not preiudice any mans estate, noo pur- 
but only restoreth the trewe vsinge of such howses and grounds chete aeg 
as haue ben vniawfullie taken awaye from the ploughe and the {tls to. 
poore man, I see noe reason whi any purchasse, leas, or Prete eh uee 
enfantes tytle, should hinder the trewe, lawfull and present vse poore man. 
therof. 

Lastlie; because the execucion of the lawe is the leif therof, enquirye to 
and all men without expresse lymitacion are vnwillinge to pene 
presse thexecucion of penall Statutes, I thinke yt requisete St pen, 
The Justices of Assysse were particulerlie enioyned by the lawe ee of 
yt self to Command a trewe enquirey and Certyficate to be 
made by a verdict of the better sorte. And the Clarke of the 
peace or some other publyke officer to keepe a booke of the 
defaultes aud restitutions, and to certifie the same Twice in the 


yere vppon oth into the Chauncerye that the Lord Keeper maie 
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take trewe knowledge and Certifie her Maiestie and your Lord- 
ships of the Councell what is donne therin. 
Your lorships most humblye Anthony Cope. 


93. NoTES ON 39 ELIz., cc. 1 anpD 2. 


[Hist. MSS. Com., MSS. of the Marquis of Salisbury at Hatfield 
House, Part XIV. (Addenda), p. 27.] 


[1597, Nov.] 

Observations on the Act, 39 Eliz., cc. 1 and 2. 

Objections and answers or advantages upon them. 

If some do object strictness and impossibility, and others that 
the law is too easy and will not work the effect we seek, ad- 
vantage may be taken that it showeth the good temper of the 
law, and it will ill beseem the gravity of the House if that 
which perhaps if it were violently penned would get passage, 
by the heat and animosity of one side, being moderately penned, 
and not according to humor but reason, shall find the fewer 
friends. That the laws for building which are in force, and those 
for tillage which were in force till the last parliament, did no 
great good. To this it may be said the laws were too many 
and too strictly penned to be kept. But besides that the incon- 
venience is now come ad statum, and many a patient will not 
keep good order while he hath the grudging of an ague, that 
will be ruled after he hath had a sharp fit. That it will subject 
the country to promoters and be turned to gain. This objection 
is like that which the Rhetoricians call vitiosum exordium, a 
preface for any speech, for they may say so of all laws. 
Besides if I be not deceived her Majesty of late years hath 
granted no commissions for penal laws and naturally likes them 
as little as concealments or monopolies. If in any particular 
cases of mischief or doubt the position whereto we must resort 
is this: In omni magno remedio subest aliquid iniqui quod ad- 
versus singulos utilitate communi compensatur. And thus there 
was never yet law made but every reader of Inn a’ Court 
would presently after find 500 doubts upon it. That both laws 
look back: First, they look back to pardon many offences 
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_ passed before lo of her Majesty; next they punish not but 
give a time and scope to reform the inconvenience by binding 
or reconverting them, before they incur punishment. Lastly, 
all the former laws in this case have looked back for longer 
time. Besides in things that are mala in se and not mala 
prohibita it is never to be accounted a looking back, by cause 
they were ever offenses though there were no positive law to 
punish them. The balancing of the misery of the people and 
the decay of the realm’s strength with some trifling abridgement 
to gentlemen hath ro proportion. 


General reasons of state for both bills, both that of build- 
ings and that of tillage. 

The great decay of people. The ingrossing wealth into few 
hands. Setting people to work in husbandry, whereby idleness, 
drunkenness, and vice are avoided. Swarms of poor loose and 
wandering people bred by these decays, miserable to them- 
selves, dangerous to the state. Subjecting the realm to the 
discretion of foreign states either to help us with corn in time 
of dearth or to hinder us by embargos on our cloths, if we 
stand too much upon that commodity. Danger of famine. 
Some remedy expected in the country. The policy of former 
laws for seventy years past has provided precedent though 
with some penalties unfit to be putin execution. The necessity 
either by a new law or by the ancient laws of the crown to 
punish misdemeanours against the Commonwealth. The ex- 
ceptions of all late pardons of these offences showing how 
odious they have ever been deemed, 

[Endorsed] Tillage and Building. 


94. PRESENTMENT OF OFFENDERS AGAINST 39 ELIz., C. 2, 
1608. 


[Quarter Sessions Records of the North Riding of Yorkshire, 
ed. J. C. Atkinson, Vol. I, p. 122.] 


Helmesley 12 July 1608. 
Jeffrey Milborne, Constable of Kyrkleatham, presenteth 
Raphe Rockby of Marske, Esq. in the Constablery of Kirk- 
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leatham, for converting and laying downe of 60 acres of arrable 
land into pasture, viz. in a close called Wycar close xx acres 
or thereaboutes, in Milflat close about xx acres, and in the 
Uperston and West Yates about xx acres, contrary &c. 

Will Marwood of Busby, Gentleman, for decaying of xxx acres 
of arrable land or thereaboutes, and converting of xxxte acres 
of arrable land or thereaboutes, the same from tillage unto 
pasture or meadowe, and tilled nothing in the same parish in 
lue thereof contrary &c.; which said acres is lying in the fieldes 
of Carleton called the Sike Close. [super sacramentum Joh. 
Fishwick, Const. de Carleton.] 

Fr. Hall of Worsail, thelder, for that he hath converted 
or layd to pasture all the tyllage belonging to twoe oxganges 
of land at Worsall; Rob. Metcalf of the same for the like 
decaye of tillage belonging to five oxganges and [not] plowing 
any such quantitie or qualitie in lieu thereof &c. 


SECTION II.—TOWNS AND GRAFTS. 
1. THE GILD OF THE YORK CARPENTERS, 14892. 


{York Memorandum Book, ed. M. Sellers (Surtees Soc.), 
Vol. IL., pp. 277-83. } 


In the honour of God and for the weile of this full honourabill 
cite of York, and of the carpenters inhabit in the same, at the 
speciall instaunce and praier of James Whynsell, Michell Clerk, 
John Haukysby, John Hyrst, Robert Ostyrby, Richard Bysshop, 
Christofur Mure, Thomas Denton, William Johnson, John Bell, 
Ricardus Tod, John Burgh, Thomas Freman, John Bradley, 
William Stanowse, the elder, William Stanowse, yonger, Thomas 
Hall, William Dykson, John Silwyrtop, Thomas Hunt, John 
Sande, Robert Williamson, William Portjoye, John Meidley and 
Richard Wylys, carpenters of this full nobill cite, ar ordenyd 
the xxij day of Novembyr in the xxijti yere of the reing of king 
Edward the iv (1482), in the secund tym of the mairalte of the 
ryght honorabill Richard York, mair of the said cite, by the 
autorite of the holl counsell of the said full honourable cite, for 
ewyr to be kept thez ordinaunces filluyg. 

Furst, for asmoch as here afore thar hath beyn of oid tym a 
broderhode had and usyd emong the occupacion and craft above 
said, the wich of long continuance have usid, and as yit yerly 
usis to fynd of thar propir costes a lyght of diwyrs torchis in the 
fest of Corpus Christi day, or of the morn aftir, in the honour and 
worship of God and all saintes, and to go in prossession with 
the same torchis with the blessid sacrament from the abbey 
foundyd of the Holy Trenite in Mykylgate in the said cite on to 
the cathedrall chyrch of Saint Petir in the same cite; and also 
have done and usyd diwyrs odir right full good and honourabill 
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deidis, as her aftir it shall more playnly apeir. It is ordenyd and 
establyshid be the said mair, aldermen and all the holl counsell 
of the said full nobill cite, be the consent and assent of all tham 
of the said occupacion in the said cite, that the said fraternite 
and bredirhode shalbe here aftir for ewyr kept and continend, as 
it has beyn in tymis passid, and that every brodir thar of shall 
pay yerly for the sustentacion thar of vi d., that is to say, at every 
halff yer iijd., providyng allway that every man of the said 
- occupacion within the said cite shalnot be compellid ne boundyn 
to be of the said fraternite ne brodirhod, ne noyn to be thar of 
bot soch as will of thar free will. 

Also, it is ordenyd and stablishid be the auctorite abovesaid 
for ewyr to be kept by consent and assent of the said bredir, that 
all the said bredir of the said fraternite shalbe togiddir ij tymys 
in the yere, that is to say, the furst tym the Sunday next aftir 
Saint Elyn day, and the secund tyme the Sunday next afore or 
next aftir the fest of all Halows, at adyr of the wich days 
ichone of the said bredir shall pay j d. to the behove of the said 
bredirhode, and also the said bredirhode shall cause, at adyr of 
the said days, a trentall of messis to be said and done in the 
Freir Austens of this cite, in the worship of God and of all 
Sayntes, for the saulles of all the bredir and systyrs passid her 
afore of the said fraternite and brodirhode, and that every brodir, 
that than is absent and not thar, shall pay a pound of wax to 
the behove of the said fraternite, and vj d. to the behove of the 
chambir of thys full nobill cite, withowt he have a resonabill 
excuse. . 

Also, it is ordyend that thar shalbe iiij kepers of the said 
fraternite, the wich shall make thar reknyng every yer odyr of 
Saint Petir day or of Saint Mathie day in wyntyr, apon the payn 
of forfatour what keper fayls so to doo, withowt he have a 
resonabill excuse, iij s. ilij d. to the behove of the chambyr of 
thys cite and of the said fraternite, betwyx tham evynly to be 
devydyd. 

Also, it is ordeynd that yf ony of the said fraternite dy, the 
said bredirhode shall gyfe for a trentall of messis to be dooyn 
for hys sawll in the said Freir Austens, vs. 

Also, it is ordeynd, that if ony of the said bredir dy or ony of 
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thar wiffes, that the said torchys shalbe born with tham to thar 
beryall, withowt ony thyng gyffyng thar for, bot onely of devocion; 
and when ony of the said bredir is deid, tha that has the torchys 
in kepyng shall warn all thar bredir, when that ony is so deid, 
to cum to the beriall of thar brodir apon the payn of forfatour of 
ilij d., to be forfaite be the kepers tharin defective, to the behove 
of the comunalte of thys cite and of the said fraternite, betwyx 
tham evynly to be devydid, and the said kepers of torchys shall 
gar beer the said torchis to the beriall of the deth person, and 
bryng tham home agane of the bredir cost, and not of the cost of 
the deid person, yf he be beryd within the fraunchez of thys cite. 

Also, it is ordenyd that if ony of the said bredir dy, that what 
broder of hys, that is not at hys beriall, shall pay halff a pound 
of wax to the behove of the said lyght, and the valeu of halff a 
pound of wax to the behove of the communalte of this cite, bot 
yf he have a resonabill excuse, that is to say that he was not 
warnyd or odyr resonabill cause have. 

Also, it is ordenyd that yf ony of the said fraternite fall to 
povert, so that tha may not wyrk, or happyn to be blynd, or to 
leis thar gudes by unhapp of the world, then the forsaid bredyr- 
hode to gyffe tham iiij d. every weke, as long as tha liff, by way 
of almusse, so that he that is so fortunyd have trewly fullfillid 
the ordinauncez above wryttyn. 

Also, it is ordenyd that what brodir shall so be admittyd to 
take almous, shalbe sworn a pon a buke that he shall trewly lyffe 
apon hys allmous and hys awn gude, without wast or gyffyng 
away of tham, and what so ewyr he levys at hys dying that 
longys to hym selff, hys dettes payd and hys beriall resonably 
done, shall remayn to the said fraternite as thar own propre 
gudes. 

Also it is ordenyd that yf ony of the said bredir have nede 
to a warkman at ony tym, and a nodir of hys bredir is owt of 
wark and has no wark to doo, that the said brodir, that has neid 
of a warkman, shall rather take in to wark hys brodir of the 
said fraternite then ony odyr that is not brodyr, yf he will wyrk 
as he may deserif, apon the payn of forfatour of xxd., to be 
payd by hym that doos the contrary, the sum xx d. to be devydid 
as is above said. 
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Also, it is ordenyd that thar shalbe every yer a brodir chosyn 
and assigned of the said fraternite, to whom every brodir that 
is‘out of wark shall make knawlege that he is owt of wark, so 
that he that wold have a warkman may have knawlege of hym 
that is owt of wark. 

Also, it is ordenyd, that as oft as the said kepers or ony of 
the said kepers willes the bredir of the same for the wele of thys 
cite and of the said fraternite to cum to gyddyr, to gyfe thar 
advisez and counsell in soch thynges as tha shalbe demandid of, 
and ony brodir faill and cum nott without a resonabill cause of 
excuse, he shall leys xl d. as oft tymys as he so offendes, in the 
furm above said to be devydid and paid. 

Also, it is ordenyd that it shalbe lefull to ony of the offisours 
that is to say, ony of the serjantz of the mair for the tym beyng 
be the commaundment of the mair, with the said kepers or 
sersourz or ony one of tham, as wele to distreyn for the dewte 
dewe to the said bredirhode, as wele for the said subsedy of vi d. 
yerly, 2s for all odir thynges dewe to the said fraternite, as for 
the dewty dewe to the comunalte of thys cite, be the gudes 
and catell of tham that so aws the said dewte; and yf tha be 
lett of thar distres, or rescous thar of be to tham made, he that 
tham so lettes or rescous to tham so makys shall forfait vj s. 
viij d., in the form abovesaid to be devydyd and paid. 

Also, it is ordenyd that yf ony be boundyn prentyse in the 
said occupacion or eny to the same belonging within thys cite, 
that the maister that so taykes hym prentes shall pay within the 
furst halff yer that the said prentis is so boundyn prentys vj s. 
viij d. in the furm abovesaid to be devydyd. 

Also, it is ordenyd yf a yongman, that is not cunyng in wark 
of the said occupacion, cum in to thys cite to lern the said 
occupacion bettyr, yf he be hyryd in the said occupacion for 
mete, drynk, and xxs. be yere or above, than hys maister, that 
so hyrys hym, within a quarter of a yer than next aftir shall pay 
xx d., in the furm above said to be devydid; and yf he hyr hym 
ondyr the some of xx s., the said maister, that so hyrys hym, 
shall pay xl d., in the furm above said to be devyded and paid. 
Also the said maister shall not thake more a pon hym of whos 
werk, he that is not cunyng wyrkes, then he that is not cunyng 
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in that occupacion can deseryff, a pon the payn of xld., in the 
furm abovesaid to be devydid and paid. 

Also, it is ordenyd that none of the said occupacion shall sett 
ony of wark within the said cite owr xiiij days, except that he 
be boundyn servant for the holl yere or boundyn apprentys, 
apon the payn of xld., in the furm aforsaid to be devydid and 
paid. 

Also, it is ordenyd that yf ony that has beyn prentys in the 
said occupacion within thys cite, will at the end of hys prentis- 
hode sett upp and wyrk as a maister in the said occupacion 
within thys cite, he shall pay for hys upsett xx d., in the furm 
abovesaid to be paid and devydid; and yf he take apon hym to 
wyrk as a maister within thys cite, and .was newyr prentys thar 
in, he shall pay for hys upsett vjs. viijd., in lyk form to be 
paid and devydyd. 

Also, it is ordenyd that all wryghtys, sawers, carvers, jyoners, 
and cartwryghtes, and all odyr that occupiis as maistyrs, or 
that her aftir shall occupy as maisterz in ony of the said mystyrs, 
craftes, or occupacions within thys said cite and every of tham, 
shalbe equale and lyke of charge every yere from hens forward 
to the charge and cost of bryngyng furth and playng of the 
pagent of the wryghtes of Corpus Christi day, and of the charge 
of the fyndyng of the said lyght the morn aftir Corpus Christi 
day, so that no maister of the said occupacions ne craftes pay 
to the said chargis of the said play or to the said lyght more 
one than a nodyr. 

Also, it is ordenyd that yf ony maister of the said occupacions 
of wryghtes, sawers, carvers, yonours or cartwryghtes hyr ony 
yorney man servant, or take aprentys to wyrk within thys cite, 
that the maister that so hym hyrys or settes hym on wark 
shall pay to the sustentacion of the said pagent and lyght 
every yere ilij d. for every person that he so settes on wark or 
hyrys. 

Also, it is ordenyd that yf ony of the said fraternite or ony of 
the said occupacions and craftes of wryghtes and other above 
rehersed be rebill to hys sersour, or lee a nodyr of hys bredir or 
ony of the same occupacions in males, or call hym fals, or stryk 
hym, or profir hym ony stroke, at eny assemble for the wele of 
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the said craftes, he thar in defective shall forfate vj s. viij d., in 
the maner and furm abovesaid to be devydid and paid. 

Also, it is ordenyd by the actorite abovesaid that yf ony of the 
said fraternite, or eny of the said craftes, discowyr or disclose 
the counsell or ony thyng that the said bredir or ony of the said 
occupacions or eny of tham says at the day or days of thar 
assemblys, that tha meit for the weill of thys cite and of the said 
occupacions, that he or tha that so disclosys the said counsell 
shall forfate as oft tymys as tha ar thar in foundyn defective 
x1 d., in the furm abovesaid to be devyded and paid. 

Also, it is ordenyd that yf ony wyrk ony wark within this cite, 
libertes and precinctes of the same, ony thyng pertenyng to the 
said occupacion of wryghtes, that is unsufficiently, unabill, and 
unwarkmanly wroght, that the sersours of the said occupacion 
at the desyr of the awner of the same wark shall serch it, and 
yf it be foundyn unsufficiently wroght be the syght of the said 
sersowrs, he or tha that heryn be foundyn defective shall as 
oft tyms as tha be foundyn defective forfate vj s. viij d., in the 
form abovesaid to be payd and devydyd ; and our this, he that 
is so defective shall make sufficient amendes to the pairte tharby 
grevyd or hurt. 

Also, it is ordenyd that yf the sersours of the said occupacion 
fynd a defaute in the said occupacion and present it not to the 
mair and the chamberlayns for the tym beyng, that the sersour 
shall for hys consillment as oft tyms as he thar in is foundyn 
defective forfate to the wele of the communalte of thys cite xl d. 


[Added in 1510 by the Mayor and Council.] 


It was agreed by all the sade presence that, consyderyng a 
bill of supplicacion which was putt in to the sade councell by 
the craft of wrightes of this cite of and for certeyn poyntes, 
which was expedyent to be had unto the sade ordinance, which 
premysses consydered, it was fully determyned that this addicion 
folowyng shuld be kept for evermore. 

Furst, that yf eny straunge carpenter com to this cite and 
occupy the sade craft with eny man in the sade cite, what so 
ever he be, by the space of a weyk, that then he to pay iiij d. 
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and so as many as ther his to pay iiijd. a pece. And yff they 
wirk by the space of a monthe that then thay to pay ij s. a pece, 
and so to wirk the hole yere yff it be of on mans wark; and yff 
he or thay remove fro on mans wark toa nother, to pay other 
ij s., [in] maner and forme above sade, to chalmer and craft by 
evyn porcions; and so as ofte as they chaunge to pay in lyke 
maner ij s. 


2. COMPLAINT OF THE SHOEMAKERS OF NORWICH AGAINST THEIR 
JOURNEYMEN, 1490. 


[Records of the City:of Norwich, ed. Hudson and Tingey (1910), 
Vol. IL., p. 104.] 


Assembly on the Feast of St. Matthew 6 H. vii [21 Sept. 1490]. 

It is agreed that the bill of the Shomakers craft shall be 
enacted according to the effect of that bill. And whosoever of 
the said craft shall act to the contrary, he shall forfeit six 
shillings and eight pence, and they shall be diuided in this form, 
viz. one part to the Community and the other part to the craft. 
Which same bill, word for word, follows. 

To our right honourable Mastres, the Meire and his Brethern 
Alderman, and to our good mastres and weelwillers of the 
Common Cownsell of the Cite, Sheweth to your grete discrecions 
the poor Artificers and craftymen of Shomakers of the seid cite, 
that wher dyuers jornymen and seruaunts of the seid crafte 
gretly disposed to riot and idelnes, whereby may succede grete 
pouerte, so that dyuers dayes wekely whan them luste to leve 
ther bodyly labour till a grete parte of the weke be almost so 
expended and wasted, ayenst the avauntage and profight werely 
of them self and of ther Mastres also. And also contrary to the 
lawe [of] god and good guydyng temporall, they labour qwikly 
toward the Sondaye and festyuall dayes on the Saterdayes and 
vigils ffro iiij of the clock at after none to the depnes and derknes 
of the nyght foloweng. And not onely that synfull disposicion 
but moche warse so offendyng in the morownynggs of such 
festes, and omyttyng the heryng of ther dyuyne seruyce; 
Wherfor prayeth the seid artificers hertyly, that the rather for 

VoL. I, 7 
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goddys cause and also that vertuous and true labour myght help 
to the sustentacion of the seid crafte, that by your generall 
assent may be ordeyned and enacted for a laudable custume, 
that none such seruaunt or jornyman from hensforth presume to 
occupye nor werke after the seid howre in vigeles and Saterdayes 
aforeseid, upon peyne by your discrecions to be sette for punysh- 
ment alsweel of the seid artificers for ther fauoryng and sup- 
portyng, as for the seid jornymen so werkyng and offendyng. 


3. PETITION TO CONFIRM A GILD OF LONDON LABOURERS 
(INCORPORATED 9 HEN. VII.). 


[P.R.O. State Papers, Domestic,! Elizabeth, Vol. CXCV. No. 105.] 


To the Righte honorable the Lordes and others of hir Maiesties 
‘most honorable prevye councelle. 

Humblye beseechinge sheweth unto your honors your poor 
and dayly Orators Johne Jerman, Johne Chaundeler, Thomas 
Hyves and Johne Nevylle, for and in the name of the whole 
companye of Laborers of the Cytye of London, that whereas the 
most famous Kinge of memorye, Kynge Henrye the Seaventh 
graunted to the Laborers of the Cytye of London aforesayde his 
highenes letters patentes therby incorporatinge them by the name 
of the Brotherhoode and socyete of laborers of London, which 
synce hath byn (by the most renounned prince Kynge [Henrye] the 
eyght) not onely confirmed but also in some respectes inlardged 
as by recordes thereof more playnely appeereth, by meanes 
whereof the sayde socyetye and companye were well and laud- 
ablye governed, yet neverthelesse synce the deathes of the sayde 
Kynges, throughe the neclygence of suche as shoulde have sued 
forthe other confirmacions of the sayde corporacion, it is in 
respect dyssolved and lyeth open at lardge without suche 
comendable goverment as is meete and convenyent for suche a 
companye, beinge in number manye and for the moste parte 
verye disorderly and rude parsones, to the hinderance of many 
honest poore men that lyve onely by theyr labor yf your honors 


1 Henceforward referred to under the initials S.P.D. 


TOWNS AND CRAFTS 99 


favorable ayde be not herein extended, Maye it therefore please 
your honors, the premysses tenderly consydered, of your accus- 
tomed goodnes and favorable affectyone you have alwayes 
fostered towardes the mayntenaunce of all good and cyvyle 
goverment to stande favorable furtherers to the sute of these 
your poore Orators to the Queenes most excellent maiestie for 
the confirmacion of the sayde former grauntes, So shall you not 
onelye doe a most charytable deede but also bynde these your 
Honors poore Orators and hundreds more of the sayde companye 
to rest in contynualle prayers for your honors most prosperous 
preservacion longe to endure. 
[Endorsed.| The humble petycion of John Jerman and others 
the laborers of London. 
Desyre their lordeships to be meanes to her Maiestie to 
confirme their incorporation graunted by K. H. the 7, and 
confirmed by K. H. the 8. 


4, AMALGAMATION OF THE LEATHER WORKING CRAFTS OF LONDON 
WITH THE LEATHERSELLERS COMPANY, 1479-1517. 


[Guildhall, Letter Books L, f. 145; M, f. 59; N, ff. 59-59v.] 


(1) Petition of the Whitawyers before the Court of Aldermen for 
Amalgamation with the Leathersellers (1479). 


. .. To the Right honourable lord the Mair and his right 
wirshipful Bretheren the Aldremen of the Citee of London mekely 
besechen your goode lordship and maistershippes the goode 
ffolkes of the Craft of Whitawyers of the said Citee, That where 
afore this there haue been a sufficiaunt nombre of the said Craft 
aswell in clothyng of a lyverey as withoute to bere all charges 
after their hanoor for the wirship of the said Citee, It is so nowe 
that there is of the same Craft so fewe persones in nombre that 
they have no choise to make any wardeyns to Rule the same 
Craft nor to do any thyng that might be to the wirship of the Citee 
aforesaid; wherefore pleas it your said goode Lordship and 
maistershippes for the consideracion aboue saide, ffor asmoche as 
your said besechers dayly medil and deale with the Craft of 

Vf * 
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lethersellers of the said citee and the said craft of lethersellers 
with the said Craft of whitawyers,to ordeyn and establissh that 
your saide besechers may be from hensfurth of the ffeolaship 
of the said Craft of lethersellers, and all those persones that nowe 
be of the said Craft of witawyers chaunge their Copies into the 
said Craft of lethersellers, and also that the said Craft of lether- 
sellers hereafter haue the serche and correccion of all maner 
lether whitawyed accordyng to the Ordenaunces thereof made, 
and that all ordenaunces before tyme made for the Craft of 
whitawyers be from hensfurth under the Rule and correccion of 
the wardeyns of the said Craft of lethersellers for the tyme being, 
and that hereafter no persone be bounde apprentice nor ad- 
mitted into the said Craft of whitawyers, but onely into the said 
Craft of lethersellers, And your said besechers shall daily pray 
for your prosperitees, duryng their lyves. 


(2) Petition of the Leathersellers before the same Court for the 
Amalgamation of the Glovers-Pursers into their Company 
(1502) . 


In the name of Godde and of oure blessed lady Seint mary 
the vyrgyn, his glorious & blessed moder, amen. 

For Asmuche as among Alle thynges most plesaunt to Godde 
in.this transitory worlde after due loue had unto hym, is the love 
Amyte and Gode Accord to be hadde amonges alle Christien 
people and in especial] amonges theym that be daily Associate 
togiders, that like as theyr continuell conversacion by reason of 
their dealyng must daily be hadde and accustumed, so may they 
be knytte togyders in true amyte cheritably and kindely dealyng, 
of the whiche not only groweth such pleasure to Godde but also 
the common weall and prosperite of all theym that in suche wise 
deale, so alweys that theyr said delyng be put and set under a 
due order gode and ordinate Rule; and for asmuche as through 
the gode and vertous mediacion of the Right honourable Sir 
John Shaa knyght, now mayre of this noble Citee of London 
and of my maisters his brethern thaldermen of the same It is 
entended and full purposed by the Grace of god for a parfite 
Union to be hadde and joynyng togiders of ij severall bodys or 
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ffeaulisships into one hole corporat body or ffeaulisship, that is 
to wytte of the ffeaulisship of Glouerspursers of this Citee in to 
the ffelisship of the lethersellers of the same Cittee, and so con- 
tynue from hensforth for euermore as one hole body and ffeaulis- 
ship corporat under the name of the lethersellers. . 


(3) Petition of the Pouchmakers before the same Court con- 
cerning their Amalgamation with the Lethersellers (1517). 


To the right honorable my lorde the mayer of this noble Citie 
of London and his brethern the aldremen of the same. 

Moost humbly besechyn your good lordship and maistershippis 
your suppliant the generalite and ffelishipe of powchemakers 
ffremen of this Citie and enfraunchised in the seid Craft, that 
Where yt hath pleased you by auctoritie of this honorable court 
for a good consideracion to annex knyt and make in unicion the 
seid your besechers in to the Craft and mistere of lethersellers & 
hereafter to abide & Contynewe in one felishipe and one name, 
one assembly and one bodye, as all comprehended by the name 
of lethersellers: that yt may therfor please you in clere accom- 
plishment of the seid your decree afore made, to accept admitte 
and alowe all synguler the good ordnaunces and Rules which 
apperteyn to the seid Craft of powchemakers and haue before 
tyme Ratified and confermed by your noble predecessours as ferme 
& stable to remayn with ther unicion and translacion of name, as 
they haue be used heretofore, withoute any adnullyng of the seid 
good Rules and ordenaunces; and ferthermore that they may 
frely be translated or transmuted in the seid name of lether- 
sellers without any exaccion of ffyne to be made, asked and levyed 
in this behalf, like as other pore ffelishippis in suche maner 
transmuted have done. And they shall ever be bound to pray 
for your good prosperities long to endure to goddys pleasure, 


5. ACT ORDERING GILD REGULATIONS TO BE APPROVED BY JUSTICES © 
(19 HENRY VII. c. 7, RE-ENACTING 15 HENRY VI. c. 6), 1504. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. II., p. 652.] 


I... Be it therfor ordeyned establisshed & enacted by the 
Kyng our Soveraigne Lorde . . . that no Maisters Wardens & 
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felishippes of Craftes or mysters, nor eny of them, nor eny 
rulers of guyldes or fraternities, take uppon them to make eny 
actes or ordinaunces, ne to execute eny actes or ordinaunces be 
them here afore made, in disheritaunce or diminucion of the pre- 
rogatyffe of the King, nor of other, nor ageynste the comen 
profite of the people, but yf the same actes or ordinaunces be 
examyned & approved by the Chaunceller Tresorer of Englonde 
& cheffe Justices of ether Benche, or thre of them; or before 
bothe the Justices of Assises in ther cyrcuyte or progresse in 
that Shyre wher suche actes or ordinaunces be made, uppon 
the peyne of forfeytoure of xl. lz. for every tyme that they doo 
the contrarie. .. . 


6. COMPLAINT OF MEMBERS OF THE LONDON FOUNDERS CRAFT, 
ALLEGING UNREASONABLE ORDINANCES BY THE WARDENS, 
1507. 


[Select Cases in the Court of Star Chamber, ed. Leadam (Selden 
Soc., 1903), pp. 262-69. } 


Butlond and Others v. Austen and Others. 


A. To the kyng our soueraigne lord. 


1507. In the moost humble and lamentable wyse besechen 
and shewen vnto your moost habundaunt grace your humble 
subgettes and true liegemen the Felishipp of thecrafte of Founders 
of your Citee of London, that where an acte was made amongest 
other in your noble parliament holden at Westminster the xixth 
yere of your moost noble Reigne, that no Wardeyns nor masters 
of any Crafte Fraternitie or Guylde Corporate or not Corporate 
shall. make any statutes or actes withyn them self or Execute 
any Statutes or actes before made, that be in derogacion of your 
heighnes or hurt of your Comons without the same Actes or 
statutes be before examined and allowed by the Chaunceller of 
England, or by your two Justices, or by your Justice of peace of 
that your countee where suche Acte or statute shalbe made or 
executed, vpon payne to forfaite to your heighnes at euery tyme 
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xl i., and where oone Randolf Austyne Founder subtilly entend- 
yng his owne singuler lucre and the vtter vndoyng of your seid 
suppliauntes, of his own auctorite and power made an acte 
amongest your said suppliauntes that they or any of them should 
not sell any candell styk chafyng disshe or other wares to any 
man not beyng of the seid crafte vnder such prices as he named, 
vpon payne to forfaite such sommes of money as he assigned 
by his seid acte at euery tyme doyng the contrarie, and that acte 
so made the same Randolf seid ynto your seid suppliauntes that 
rather than any of them shuld breke the same his acte, that they 
shulde bryng their wares vnto hym and that he wold geve them 
redy money for their wares after the fourme folowyng, that is to 
say, that where his acte was xijd. he would geve viijd. and 
where he set hit at viijd. he wold geve vd., and so your seid 
subgettes for fere of brekyng of the seid Randolfs acte brought 
moche ware vnto the seid Randolf and sold hit to hym after his 
owne price and many tymes better chepe than he before graunted 
to pay, wherthurgh the same Randolf takyng no regarde to his 
seid owne Acte but such wares as he had of your seid suppli- 
auntes for xvj d. he sold for 1j s. and xxij d., and that he had for 
xd. and sumtyme for ixd., sold hit for xvjd. and sumtyme at 
xilijd., at his owne pleasure puttyng his owne acte clerely 
apart, and therby gate great goodes and brought many of 
your seid suppliauntes into so great pouertee and myserie, that 
they haue neither candelstyk nor metall to make a candelstyke 
of, to their vtter vndoyng, where yf they myght haue sold their 
owne wares at their owne libertee as they haue doone in tyme 
paste, without punysshement of the seid Randolfs Acte, they 
myght haue sold for xxij d. to other men that they sold to the 
seid Randolf for xvjd., and sum that they sold vuto hym for 
xd. and sumtyme for ixd., might haue sold hit for xiiij d., and 
so myght haue had their competent levyng, and now by meane 
of his seid acte be vtterly vndoone, and where afterwardes the 
seid Randolf Austyn and Robert Setcole and Hdmonde Byrde 
late Wardeyns of the seid Felishipp contrarie to your seid Acte 
executed the seid Acte made by the seid Randolf in the seid 
Felishipp and took of oone Thomas Basset of the same Felishipp 
iij s. iiij d. for a Fyne, for that that the seid Thomas Basset sold 
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certeyn candelstykkes vnder the price that the seid Randolf had 
made in his seid Acte, And that the seid Thomas Basset then 
gave therof informacion to the Barons of your Escheker, the 
which your Barons therupon made processe chargid accordyng 
to. your seid Acte ayenst the seid Randolf, Robert Setcole and 
Edmond Byrde, and was pleted to an issue and tried and past 
with your grace at a nisi prius at Seint martyns the Graunde in 
your Citee of london, and the seid Randolf, Robert Setcole and 
Edmonde were there casteivnto your heighnese in xl Ji., ouer and 
above the costes, and for payment therof and for such costes as 
the seid Randolf, Robert Setcole and Edmond have spent in your 
lawes by reason of the premisses, haue without assent or 
knowlege of your seid suppliauntz embeseled sold and spent all 
suche money juels and goodes as belonged to the seid hooll 
Felishipp, the whiche they in tyme passed had of the gift of other 
well disposed persones, to their comon wele towardes their 
charges that amongest their Felishipp should be levyed and 
paide to your heighnes for their part withyn your seid Citee, 
and otherwise to the charges and honour of your same Citee, 
And theryn your seid suppliauntes be without remedie to their 
great vndoyng for euer, For now ther woll no persons take vpon 
them to be rulers of them in seyng the good rules and orders 
amongest them obserued and kept, without your moost habund- 
aunt grace to them the souner be shewed in this behalf, That hit 
woll therfore please your heighnesse the premisses tenderly to 
considre, and therupon of your moost habundant grace to com- 
maunde the seid Randolf, Robert Setcole and-Edmond to come 
before your heighnes or before the lordes of your moost honorable 
Councell there to aunswere to the premisses, and such direccion 
theryn than to be sett as your seid suppliantz mowe be recom- 
pensed and restored of their seid money juels and goodes, and 
also now be set in such wey as they may haue honest men of 
their Felishipp assigned and chosen, to se the good ordre and 
rules of their Felishipp obserued and kept as they haue doone in 
tyme past. And this at reuerence of god and in wey of charitie, 
and your seid suppliauntes shall specially pray to God for the 
preseruacion of your moost roiall persone and excellent astate. 
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Plegii de prosequendo Johannes Roo de london yoman & 
Willelmus Doo de eadem yoman. 
John Rympyngden. 


[Indorsed.] xiiij die nouembris. 
Founders. Randolf Austyn sworn saith that to [blank] 
Scilicet coram domine Rege et Consilio suo in 
Crastino Ascensionis Domini proxime futuro. 


B. Thanswer of Randolf Austen Robert Setcole and 
Edmond Byrde to the Byll put ayenst them by John 
Butlond Thomas Bassett William knyght Thomas Sweting 
humfrey Walker John parker Richarde Fynche and 
Thomas perkynson in the name of the felyshipp of the 
craft of Founders in London. 


The said Randolf Austen Robert Setcole and Edmond Byrde 
sayn that the said Bill is vncertein and insufficient to be 
answered vnto, and yntruly faynd of greate malys withoute cause 
or grounde reasonable by the said persones plaintyfes withoute 
thassent of the said felyshipp, for the vexacion and trouble of the 
said Austen Setcole and Byrde, and the matter in the said bill 
conteyned ys determinable att the common law and not in this 
courte, And they for any thing therin comprised owen not by 
the lawe to make answer and for the insuffyence therof they 
prayen that the said Bill may abate. Neuertheles thaduantage 
of the premisses to them sauid, for declaracion of trouth in the 
premisses they sayen that ther was communycacion amonges 
the said hole felyshipp commonyd in the tyme that the said 
Austen Edmond Byrd and oon Thomas halyfax wer wardens 
whiche yet ben wardens, that forasmoche as dyuers persones 
vsyd to make sale of diuers wares apperteyning to the said 
mystere or craft ferre better chepe than the charge therof cost 
and stood them ynne for the making and stuf of the same, to the 
impouerishement of the same sellers and to the hurte and 
preiudice of all the hole felyshipp: Wherfore yt was comonyd 
emonges them in what wise and price they myghte sell their wares 
so that they myghte haue a conuenient lyuyng therby, and yt was 
thoughte emonges them that a chafing callid a mydyll dysshe 


106 TUDOR ECONOMIC DOCUMENTS 


could not well be sold vndre the price of xilijd. and a candil- 
stik callid a small lampe vnder the price of viij d. and a candyl- 
styk called a greate lampe vndre xij d. yf they shuld lyve therby ; 
and vpoun this communycacion the said felyshipp departid ; 
after whiche communicacion by the crafty meanys of the said 
Thomas Bassett and for couetous and lucre ayenst all good con- 
sciens and charyte put an informacion in the kinges Eschequier 
ayenst the said Randolf, Edmond Byrde and Robert Setcole, 
calling them wardens of the said felyshipp of foundres, where of 
trouthe the said Setcole was none of the wardyns nor yet ys not, 
supposing that they and othre of the said felyshipp shuld make 
an acte contrary to the statute of the last Acte of parliament 
made, that none felishipp shuld make ordenaunces vpon pain of 
xl li. the one half therof to the king and the other half to the 
suter, that none of the said felyshipp, shuld sell a grete lampe 
vndre xij d. and a small lampe vndre viij d. and a chafing dyshe 
vndre xiiij d. vypon pain who so euer dyd the contrary to forfeit 
iij s. ij d. to the said felyshipp, and that as oftyn as any suche 
case shuld happen; vpon which informacion by the sinistre 
meanys and labour of dyuers persones they were condempyd in 
the somme of xl lz. whiche ys content and paid, whiche was by 
thassent and agrement of the most honest and substanciall per- 
sones of the said felishipp aswell of them that haue ben wardens 
as of othre, that ys to sey of the goodes and jewelles of the said 
felyshipp xx ld, and the othre xx li. of their owne goodes, bysyde 
their costes in suyte which amountyd to xii. and aboue. 
Wythowte that that the said Randolf Austen ‘subtylly intending 
his owne singuler weale and lucre and the vtter vndoyng of the 
said felyshipp of his own auctorytie made any suche Acte 
emonge them as by the said Bill of complaint is surmytted; and 
withoute that that the said Randolf said vnto the said John 
Butlonde and othre of the said felyhipp that rather than any of 
them shuld breke the same his acte, that they shuld bring their 
wares ynto hym and that he wold gyve them redy monye for the 
same wares after the fourme and prises surmyttid in the said 
bill of complaint; Or that the said Butlonde and othre of the said 
felyshipp, for feare of breaking of any suche. act, broughte any 
suche ware to the said Randolf and sold yt hym aftir his owne 
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price or better chepe than he byfore grauntyd to pay; Or that the 
same Randolf sold any suche wares for ij s. as he boughte for 
xvj d., or that he boughte any suche wares for x d. and solde yt 
for xvj a. and therby gate greate goodys and broughte many of 
the said felyshipp in grete pouertie and mysery, in maner and 
fourme as ys surmyttid in the said bill of complaint, Butt that 
the same Randolf vppon good sufficient suertie wilbe glad to de- 
lyuer the same wares ayen to them for the monye that he paid 
for them. And withoute that that they myght haue sold the said 
good at any suche price as ys specyfyed in the said bill of com- 
plaint and so have had their competent lyuyng, but only for any 
suche acte made by the said Randolf. And withoute that that the 
said Randolf Austyn, Robert Setcole and Edmonde Byrde con- 
trary to the said act of parliament executid any suche act made 
by the said Randolf in the said felyshipp, or took of the said 
Thomas Bassett the said iij s. iiij d. for a fyne, for that the said 
Thomas Bassett sold certen candilstykes vndre the said prices 
supposid to be in the said acte made by the said Randolf, in 
maner and fourme as by the said bill of complaint ys surmyttid. 
And withoute that that the said Randolf, Robert Setcole and 
Edmond Byrde for suche costes as they had spent in the lawe in 
defens of the said suyte in thescheker, withoute thassent and 
knowlage of the said felyshipp embeselyd sold and spent all 
suche monye jewelles and goodys as bylongyd to the said hole 
felyshipp, in maner and fourme as ys surmyttid by the said bill 
of complaint. And without that that there be no persones to take 
vppon them to be rulers of the said felyshipp for the good rules 
and ordenaunces to be restorid and kept among the same fely- 
shipp, in maner and fourme as yn the said bill of complaynt ys 
surmyttid. ALL whiche matters the said Randolf, Robert 
Setcole and Edmond Bryde ben redy to proue as this court will 
awarde, wherfor they prayen that they may be dysmyssed from 
hens with their reasonable costes for their wrongfull vexacion in 
this behalf. 


[Indorsed.| The Founderes materr. 
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7. TH# COVENTRY CAPPERS AND THEIR JOURNEYMEN, 1520. 


{Coventry Leet Book, ed. M. D. Harris (E.E.T.S., 1907-9), 
; pp. 672-73. ] 

... Also It is Ordenyde that no man thyk nor presse noo 
Journeymens Cappes Exceipt they be old Cappes [or 6s. 8d. 
fine each time, half to the common box and half to the craft]. 
And that no man put forthe nother spynnyng nor knyttyng vnto 
none of them that vsithe to spyn or knyttythe any Journeymens 
Cappes tell they be brought before the Maisteres of the Craft 
and agre before thaym and to vse it no more, vpon the payn 
who-so dothe the Contrary to pay vj s. viij d. half to the comyn 
box and half to the Craft. And that no man sett his Journey- 
man vpon no notherman’s work aftur he know he mak Cappis 
of his owne tell he haue paid his fyne, vppon the payn to lose 
at euery dyffaut so prouyd xs. half to the Comyn box and half 
to the Craft. And that no man tak no new spynner nor knytters 
yf they haue wrought to any of the craft before, but that they 
bryng hym a token from hym'that they wrought withall before 
To know that she haue well and Trewly vsid her self or noo in 
good work and puttyng in her stuf, and who so dothe the 
Contrary to lose at euery diffaute xx d. without any grace, etc. 

. . . Also That noo Maister nor Journeyman by no Manour of 
yern or Colloryde woll, vpon the payn of xx s., half to the comyn 
box and half to the Craft. And that no Journeyman worke no 
Cappis in ther own howsys, but Exceipt yt shalbe lefull to the 
said Journeymen to ffreshe and scower old Bonettes in ther own 
howsys [or 12d. fine each time, half to the mayor and half to 
the craft]. 

Also That euery Journeyman of the said Craft from Michel- 
mas to Haster cum to ther worke at syx of the Cloke in the 
mornyng and worke yntyll vij of the Clok at nyght, and from 
Kster to Michelmas to cum at v of the Clok and work tell vij at 
nyght. And that noo Journeyman go from his Maister exceipt 
he gyf his Maister xiiij days warnyng, upon the payn of yjs. 
viijd. And that no Journeyman be set on worke without 
license of the Maister of the Craft, and he to se wheder he be a 
workman or nott etc. 
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Also That noo person of the Craft teche noo poyntes of the 
Craft to noo person save to hys prentiz and hys wyf [or 100s. 
fine, half to the mayor and half to the craft]. 


8. THE CITY OF CHESTER PROTECTS THE CAPPERS AGAINST THE 
COMPETITION OF OAPS IMPORTED BY THE MERCERS, 1525. 


[R. H. Morris, Chester in the Plantagenet and Tudor Reigns, 
p. 435.] 


It is ordred by the forsaide maire and his brether that for 
asmoch as the mercers of this [Citie of Chester] ...... have 
used to bye and sell by retayle all maner of [caps] as well 
London ware as of the makyng of other Townes [and places] in 
this Realme of Englounde, whiche is thought to be prejudiciall 
{and moche hurtfull] to the companye and feliship of the mys- 
terie and feliship of Cappers [in the] same citie And by reason 
therof the same Companye and Craftismen of Cappers of the 
said citie be in grete dekaye, and for Reformacyon therof at the 
humbly peticion of the said Cappers and felishippe: It is ordret 
by Ed[ward] Myddelton, maire of the same Citie [that] from 
hensforthe non of the said feliship or Crafte of Mercers of the 
said citie shall nether bye nor sell eny Cappes to be bought or 
sold for or after the value and rate only of xiis. the dosen or 
under. And if eny person of the seid mercers do to the con- 
trarye that then thouse that so shall do for every tyme so 
offendyng shall forfette fourty shillyngs, the oon halfe therof to 
be payd to the Stuards of the seid Cappers for the tyme beyng, 
and the other halfe therof to the Tresorers of the seid citie. 
Providet always that it shall be leifull to eny of the said mercers 
to utter and sell all suche bonetts as they nowe have bought 
under xiis. the dosen, so that they nor non of theym from hens- 
forthe do bye, ne sell eny cappes under the seid prise, but only 
suche as they nowe have. And further it is ordret by the seid 
Maire and Counsell that non other personne of what degree or 
misterie so ever he be other then eny of the seide ffeliship of 
Mercers and Cappers shall sell any cappes of what value so ever 
they shall be within the seid citie other then suche as they nowe 
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have opon like payne and someof money to be forfette and payd 
in lyke maner and forme as is above rehersed. 


9. DISPUTE BETWEEN THE LIVERY AND COMMONALTY OF THE 
GOLDSMITHS’ COMPANY, 1529. 


[W. Herbert, The Twelve Great Livery Companies of London (1836), 
Vol. IL, pp. 145-46, footnote. ] 


To the Right Honourable the lord Mayre of this cytie of 
London and Masters the Aldermen of the same. 

Shewyth and compleynyth unto your good lordship and 
mastershippes the wardens, assistens, and all the lyuerey of 
Goldsmythis of this citie with all the discrete and chief 
persons of the same company, That wher[as] the xix day of 
April in the xxth yere of the reign of Kinge Henry the viiith our 
soueraygn lord the king that now ys, accordyng to an ordynaunce 
allowyd and approvyd by the right reuerent fader in God lord 
William, then and yet archbysshop of Canterbury, and then 
Chauncelor of England; the Duke of Norfolke, then Tresorer 
of England ; the ij Chieff Justices of the Kyngs Benche and 
Comyn Banke, according to an Acte of Parliament of King 
Henry the vijt (whose sowle God pardon), holden at West- 
minster the xxth day of Januarie the xix*® yere of his reigne— 
which ordynance ys this. 

Be it ordeignyd that such persons of the said Felischip as 
shalbe wardens of the craft of Goldsmythis for the yere en- 
suying shalbe chosen yerely a monyth before the fest of Seint 
Dunston, and accordyng to an auncynt custume usid in the 
Goldsmyths’ Hall tyme owte of mynde, the wardens and com- 
minaltie of the craft or mystere of Goldsmythis the said xix day 
of Aprill last past, at the comyn hall, callyd the Goldsmyths’ Hall, 
went to the eleccon of iiij wardens that shold be for the yere 
ensuying. Whervpon the wardens now beyng, delyueryd a bill 
of certeyn namys to be chewsers of the said wardens to the 
yong men owt of the liuerey ; To the entent they shold name ij 
to be chewsers according to the old custume. Which bill of 
namys was delyueryd to oon John Cranks; which Cranks, 
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Robt. Cowper and Richard-Asplyn with divers other demandyd 
what they shold do with this bill? It was answered,—That they 
shold go to geders and folow the old custume. Then the said 
Cowper unreuerently demandyd of them what auctorite they had 
to chewse wardens after this maner? It was aunswyd ageyn, 
‘ This [was] the old custume vsed in this Felyship.’ The said 
iij persons said, that they wold se ther auctoryte, or els they 
shold chewse none after that maner. Yet the wardens shold be 
chosyn. So they went away, and said that they had as grete auc- 
toryte as the best man in the cumpany in that behalf. Where- 
upon the wardens and lyuerey percevyng a grete number of 
yong men oute of the lyuerey to be confederate with them in 
ther froward and perverse! oppynyon, and intendyd asmoch as 
in them was, to brake ther good and auncyent custume in 
chewsyng of the said wardens; invoyding of grett inconvynence 
and insurrexion that myght have ensuyed upon ther evil de- 
meanours and sayings, departid owt of their comyn hall and 
went into the parlour, and there sent for the said iij personys 
aforenamyd to speke with them aparte and to perswade them to 
good coonformyte and order. Which denyd to come yn without 
all ther adherents myght also come yn with them, or els that 
the wardens sholde promyse them that they sholde come safe, 
and go safe without imprisonment. Which so was promysed to 
them. And therupon they came yn. 

And then was demandyd of them wether they wold be con- 
formable to the auncyent custume? Which to observe and 
folow they denyed, and then they were commandyd to avoyde ; 
and they said they wold not, but they wold chewse wardens or 
they wont, whoseuer said nay. Whereupon the wardens with 
the liuerey went into the hall ageyn, and commandyd the said 
iij persons to go oute into the yard, and all other that 
wold take ther parte to go with them; and such as wold not 
take ther parte to abyde styll; to th’ entent to have a quyet 
eleccion and so they dyd. And dyuerse and the most honest 
persons of them, all perceyd ther error and refourmyd them 
self and abode stile. And then oon of the officers of the house 
was commaundyd to shette the hall dore. And when they 
perceuyd that dyuers persons abode styll in the hall and the 
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officer was shettyng of the hall dore, they with grete vyolence 
and force bare opyn the said dore upon hym and came yn ageyn 
and dyd as moche as in them was, to let the said elecicon. 
Wherupon another byll was delyuered to them that abode in 
the hall, which went into the parlour to name ij to be chewsers 
of the said wardens for the yere ensuying. Then the said ij 
persons with the cumpany wold have folowyd them into the 
parlour to have letted and disterbid them that wer there to have 
namyd any chewsers. Notwithstondyng they namyd twayne. 
Wherupon the wardens went to ther eleccion after the auncyent 
opynly redde to them all. Whereupon they were commandyd 
to departe. And the said Cowper said with unfyttyng words 
and presumptuous countynaunce, that he had as much auctoryte 
yn this howse as the best man that were ther. And said ‘this 
howse ys myn. Wherfore for the grete dysobedyence and 
mysdemeanour, and yn avoydyng of gretter ynconvenyence, the 
wardens and severall of the liuerey sent for certeyn of my lorde 
the mayer’s offycers. And by the comaundment of the said 
wardens and men of the liuerey, the said Cowper, Crankys, and 
Asplyn were commandyd toward, and ther leyd my lord mayors 
commandment upon them as reason and righte requyred, for yf 
it had not bene paceyfyed by good and discrete exhortacions and 
persuasions of the hedds of the said mystere ther grete yncon- 
venyence had folowyd to the most perilous example that had 
ben seyne, and in maner to the subuercyon of all the good 
auncyent and laudable custumys and rulys in-this cyte. 

It may therfore please your good lordship and mastershippes 
to call the said Robert Cowper, Cranks, and Richard Asplyn 
before your lordship and mastershippes into your counsell 
chamber within the said citie, and ther to aunswer to the pre- 
myssys. And further to be ordered in the same as by youre 
lordship and mastershippis shalbe thought mete and convenyent. 
And your oratours shall dayly pray to God that you in honour 
may longe endure. 
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vw 
10, BOND OF APPRENTICESHIP TO A BAKER, FEB. 23, 1531. 


[ Records of the Borough of Leicester, ed. M. Bateson, Vol. IIT., 
p. 29.] 


_This indenture made the xxiiiith day of Februare, in the raene 
of our Soverand lorde Kyng Henry the VIIIth the xxiith, 
wyttvnes that John Harbarde late of Truuystun, dosse bynd 
hym selfe prentes to Wylliam Tebbe then beyng Maere of Leicester 
to the bakares krafte for the terme of vii yaere and the viiith 
yaere gorneman ; also the said Wylliam dosse bynde him be this 
indenture to gyff to the seid Jhon for the terme of vii yaere 
euery yaere viii d. and the viiit® yaere euery weke vj d. and to be 
dobull araede bothe for the hallyday and the warke daye att hys 
cumyng furthe, and to be kepyd as a prentes schud be, that is 
to saye maete and drynk, hosse and shoys, lyllyn, wollyn, and 
hys krafte to be toghtt him and nothyng to be hyd frome hym 
therof: also the seid John dosse bynd hymselfe be thys inden- 
ture to be trw seruand for thoes yaeres and that he schall nott 
stelle none of is Masters gudes, nott be vid. in the yaere, and 
that he schall nott wse no gamyng, nor he schall nott make no 
promys of wedloke exsep is Master gyff hym leffe, nor he schall 
nott bye or sell exsep ytt be for is masters profytt, and he schall 
kyepe is masters consyll in all maner of thynges that is lefull. 
In wyttines here of Wylliam Tebbe, Thomas Kattelyn baelle, 
John Westes, Thomas Bette, Justes of the paesse, Thomas 
Howytt, Wylliam Fowollar, Klarke with other mo. 


11, 4N ACT AGAINST THE EXCESSIVE FEES OF GILDS (22 HENRY 
vu. c, 4),! 1531. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. III., p. 321.] 
[At the praier of the Comons in this present Parliament as- 


sembled, resityng] that where it was establisshed and enacted in 


1Gompare 23 Henry VIII. c, 5, An act against oaths exacted by gilds 
(Stats. of the Realm, Vol. III., p. 654). 
VOL. I. 8 


114 TUDOR ECONOMIC DOCUMENTS 


the xixth yere of our late Sovereign Lord Kyng Henry the VII 
that no Maister Wardens and Fellowship of craftes or any of 
them nor any rulers of Guyldes or Fraternyties take upon them 
to make any Actes or Ordinaunces, ne to execute any Actes or 
Ordynaunces by them here afore made or here after to be made 
in disinheritaunce or demynicion of the prorogatyve of the Kyng 
nor of other, nor agaynst the comon profitte of the people, but 
if the same Actes or Ordinaunces be examyned or approved by 
the Chauncellour Treasorer of England or Chief Justice of either 
Benche or iij of them or before the Justices of Assise in their 
circuite or progresse in the Shire, where suche Actes or Orden- 
aunces be made, upon payne of forfeyture of xl lz. for every 
tyme that they doo the contrarie as more playnly in the said 
Acte dothe appere; sithe whiche tyme dyvers Wardens and 
Felowshippes have made Actes and Ordenaunces that every 
prentice shall paye at his firste entre in their comon halle to 
the Wardens of the same fellowshipp, some of them xls. some 
XXX S$. some xx S. some Xiij s. ili] d. some vj s. vilj d. some ij s. 
iiij d, after their owne senester myndes and pleasure contrarie 
the menyng of the Acte aforesayd and to the great hurte of the 
Kynges true Subjectes puttynge their Childe to be prentyse; 
[It is therefore nowe] ordeyned establisshed and enacted by the 
Kynge our Sovereign Lorde . . . that no Mayster Wardens or 
Fellowshippes of Craftes or Maisters or any of them, nor any 
rulers of fraternyties take from hensforth of any aprentise or of 
any other person or persones for the entre of any prentise into 
their said fellowship above the some of ijs. vjd. nor for his 
entre when his yeres and terme is expired and ended above iij s. 
ili] d. apon payne of forfeiture of xl li. for every tyme that they 
doo to the contrarie, the one halfe to the Kynge oure Sovereigne 
Lorde the other halfe to the partie that therefore shall sue by 
action of Dett, Informacion or otherwise, and that in the action 
aforesaid no Proteccion or Essoyne shalbe alowed. 
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12. MUNICIPAL REGULATION OF HOURS AND WAGES BY THE 
COMMON COUNCIL OF LONDON, 1538. 


[Guildhall Journal, Vol. XIV., ff. 100-100b. ] 


Commune Consilium tentum die jovis xxix° die Augusti 
anno regni Regis Henrici viij xxx° Coram Ricardo Gres- 
ham milite maiore Civitatis Londoniarum Rogero Chol- 
meley milite Recordatore eiusdem Civitatis. 


For certayn reasonable & necessary consideracions it ys enactyd 
establysshed & ordeyned at thys present commen Counsell by 
the aucthoritye of the same, that from hensfurth Almaner of 
Carpenters masons joyners tylers plasterers Briklayers gar- 
deners laborers & all other hand crafty men whiche shall fortune 
to worke by the day with any person or persones withyn the 
libertyes of thys Citye, shall from the feast of the Natyvytie of 
our lady untyll the feast of thannunciacion of oure blessyd lady 
contynually begynne hys dayes woorke at the howre of vj of the 
clok yn the mornyng & so to contynue untyll ix of the clok 
then next ensuyng. And than to goo to hys brekefast & to 
tary therat but onely one quarter of an howre, & than immedy- 
atly to resorte ageyn unto hys sayd worke & there to contynue 
untyll the howre of xij of the clok, & then to goo to hys dynner 
& to resorte ageyn unto hys worke by the howre of one of the 
clok at after noone at the farthest, & there to contynue untyll the 
houre of iiij of the clok at after noone, and than to have libertye 
to goo to hys drynkeyng by the space of one quarter of an houre 
onely, and than immedyatly to resorte ageyn to hys seyd woorke 
& there to contynue untyll the howre of.vj of cloke at nyght, & 
to have none other houres or vacant tyme yn the hole day other 
than as ys aforesayd, And to take no more for hys dayes woorke 
from the sayd feast of the Natyvytye of our lady untyll the feast 
of thannunciacion of our blessyd lady yerely but onely vij d. by 
the day. 

Item yt ys further enactyd by auctorytie aforesayd that every 
of the sayd Craftsmen and others whyche shall fortune to 


woorke by the day, shall from hensfurth, from the feast of the 
8 * 
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Annunciacion of oure blessyd lady untyll the feast of the Naty- 
vytie of oure lady, contynually begynne hys dayes worke at the 
howre of v of the clok.yn the mornynge & so to contynue untyll 
viij of the clok then next ensuyng, & then to goo to hys brekefast 
& to tary therat but onely one quarter of an houre. And than 
immedyatly to resort ageyn to hys seyd woorke & there to con- 
tynue untyll the houre of xij of the clok, & then to goo to hys 
dynner & to resort ageyn unto hys worke at the howre of one 
of the clok in the after noone at the farthest, & there to contynue 
untyll the houre of vij of the clok at after noone, and yn the 
meanetyme to have no more than a quarter of an howre for hys 
drynkyng tyme. And to have none other houres or vacant 
tyme yn the hoole day than as ys aforesayd, & to take no more 
for hys hole dayes woorke from the sayd feast.of thannunciacion 
of oure blessyd lady untyll the feast of the Nativytie of oure 
blessyd lady saynt mary the vyrgyn, but onely viij d. by the day 
& no more. 

And bycawse that the sayd artyficers must of necessytie 
occupye brykks tyles lyme lome gravell & sande, and the same 
ys not so good & well made as hath bene accustomed nor kepyng 
measure as of olde tyme hathe bene used. It ys nowe enactyd 
by the aucthorytie aforesayd that tyles brykkes lyme gravell & 
sand shalbe as well made & kepe the measure as hathe bene 
accustomed at any tyme withyn theys fowerty yeres nowe last 
past, upon payne of forfaiture for every suche defaut iij s. iiij d. 
to be payed by the owner of the same, whiche shalbe recovered by 
accion of dett byll playnt or Informacion yn any of the kynges 
courts withyn thys Cytye, in whiche accions & suytes or any of 
theym the defendant shall not be receyvyd to wage or doo hys 
lawe nor any proteccion to be allowed yn the same. 

Item yt ys enactyd by aucthorytye aforesayd that none of the 
sayd crafts men or others aforesayd shall take any other wages 
by day or otherwyse for any of theyre apprentices duryng the 
first ij yeres of apprenticehod of theyre sayd apprentice, but 
onely as laborers do & have usually takyn, & not to take as a 
Crafts man or Journeyman, and that after any apprentyce of 
any suche Crafts man afore remembred hath served ij yeres of 
hys apprenticehod, that than the maister of suche apprentice to 
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take onely suche wages for such apprentices as shalbe admytted 
& appoynted by the Chamberlayn of London for the tyme beyng 
And by the Wardeyns of the said occupacion as they shall thynke 
convenyent by theyre dyscrecions, And that yf any freeman of 
the sayd citye breke any poynt or article conteyned yn thys 
present ordynaunce & refuse to obey the same, That than he so 
offendyng shall lose hys freedom. Provyded alwayes that gar- 
dyners and laborers shall yn all thynges observe & kepe the 
ordynaunce aforesayd yn all degrees except onely that they nor 
any of theym shall take any more for hys dayes woorke than 
fyve pence stirlyngs & not above. 


13. ACT CONFISCATING THE RELIGIOUS PROPERTY OF GILDS 
(1 eEpw. vi. c. 14), 1547. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. IV., p. 26.] 


VI... . And it is allso ordeyned and enacted by the auc- 
thoritie of this present parlament, that our Soveraigne Lorde 
the King shall, from the saide feaste of Haster nexte comminge, 
have perceive and enjoye all and singuler suche sommes of moneye 
profittes commodities and emolumentes which, by vertewe of 
anny manner of assurance conveyaunce composicion will devise 
or otherwise heretofore, have byn given assigned lymited or 
appointed to have contynuance for ever, which in anny one Yere 
within five Yeres nexte before the begynninge of this present 
parlament have byn payed bestowed or employed by anny 
manner of corporacions, guyldes fraternities companies or felow- 
shippes or misteryes or craftes or anny of them, being in 
Englande Wales and other the Kinges dominions, or by the 
Maisters Wardens Gouvernours or other Officers or Ministers . . . 
of them or anny of them, towarde or abowte the fynding maynten- 
aunce or sustentacion of anny preist or preistes, of anny Anni- 
versary or. Obyte, lampe light or lightes or other lyke thing as is 
aforesaide, to our saide Soveraigne Lorde the King his heires and 
successours for ever; to be payed yerelye as a Rent charge at the 
feastes of St. Michell tharchaungell and thanuncacion of our 
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Ladye by even porcions in the Kinges Courte of the Augmen- 


tacions and Revenues of his Crowne. . . . And that it shalbe 
lawfull to our saide Soveraigne Lorde the King his heires and 
successours for non payment of anny suche sommes .. . to 


distreyne in all the Mannours Landes and Tenementes of everye 
suche craftes corporacions guyldes fraternityes companyes or 
fellowshippes of misteryes or craftes or anny of them, by whome 
or by the Maisters, Wardens [etc.] . . . of the which anny suche 
sommes or somme of moneye profiti commoditie or emolument 
have or hath byn payed bestowed or employed; And thai all 
and everye of the saide sommes of moneye profittes commodities 
and emolumentes shall, from the feaste of Haster next com- 
minge, withowt any manner of Inquisicion or Office to be had or 
founde be judged and demed to be in the actuall and reall pos- 
session of our saide Soveraigne Lorde the King, in lyke manner 
and fourme to all intentes constructions and purposes as yf 
the same had byn particulerlye and speciallye mentyoned in 
this present Acte. 

VII. And furthermore be it ordeyned and enacted by 
thauctoritie aforesaide, that the Kinge our Soveraigne Lorde 
shall from the saide feaste of Haster next comminge have and 
enjoye to him his heires and successours for ever, all fraternityes 
brotherheddes and guyldes being within the Realme of Englande 
and Wales and other the Kinges Dominions, and all Mannors 
Landes Tenementes and other heredytamentes belonging to 
them or anny of them, other then suche corporacions guyldes 
fraternities companyes and felowshippes ‘of misteryes or 
craftes, and the Mannours Landes Tenementes and other 
heredytamentes perteyning to the saide corporacions guyldes 
fraternities companies and felowshippes of misteries or craftes 
above mentyoned, and shall by vertewe of this Acte be judged 
and demed in actuall and real possession of our saide Soveraigne 
Lorde the King, his heires and successours from the saide feaste 
of Haster next comminge for ever, withowt anny inquisicions or 
office therof to be had or founde. 

VIII. And also be it ordeyned and enacted ... That our 
saide Soveraigne Lorde the King . . . maye directe his and their 
Commission and Commissions . . . as it shall please him, and 
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that the same Commissioners . . . shall have full power and 
aucthoritie . . . aswell to survey all and singuler Laye corpora- 
cions guyldes fraternityes companyes and felowshippes of 
Misteries or Craftes incorporate and everye of them, ... and 
all the evydences composicions bookes of accomptes and other 
writinges of everye of them, to the Intent therby to knowe what 
moneye and other thinges was payed or bestowed to the fynding 
or maytenaunce of anny Preist or Preists Anniversarye or Obyte 
. . . by them or anny of them; as allso to enquyre . . . what 
Mannours Landes [etc.] . . . be geven lymited or appoynted to 
our saide Soveraigne Lorde the King by this Acte. . . . 


14. ACT TO REMEDY TSE DECAY OF CORPORATE TOWNS (1 AND 2 
PHILIP AND MARY, @. 7), 1554. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. IV., p. 244.] 


I. Where before this tyme the auncient Cities Boroughes 
Townes Corporate and Market Townes, within this Realme of 
Englande, have bene verie populous and cheifly inhabited with 
Marchantes Artificers and Handye craftesmen, during whiche 
tyme the Children in the said Cities Boroughes Townes Corpo- 
rate and Market Townes were cyvilie brought up and instructed ; 
And also the said Cities Boroughes and Townes Corporate kept 
in good Order and Obeisance, and thinhabiters of the same well 
set on woorck and kept from Idlenes; By reason wherof the 
said Cities Boroughes and Townes Corporate did then prosper in 
Riches and greate Wealthe, and were as then not onely able to 
serve and furnishe the Kinge and Quenes Majesties and other 
their noble Progenitours Kinges of this Realme, aswell withe 
greate nombers of good able persons, and well furnished mete 
for the Warres, as also then charged and yet chargeable withe 
greate Feefermes Quindemes Taxes and divers other Paimentes 
to the King and Quenes Majesties, whiche at this present they 
be not able to pay and beare but to their utter undoing, being 
fewe in nomber to pay and beare the same; But also the same 
Cities Boroughes and Townes Corporate are like to come verie 
shortly to utter destruccion ruine and decaye, by reason [wherof] 
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the Occupiours Lynnen Drapers Wollen Drapers Haberdashers 
and Grocers dwelling in the Contreis out of the said Cities 
Borowes Townes Corporate and Market Townes, doo not onely 
occupie the Acte and Misterie of the said Sciences in the places 
wher they dwell and inhabite, but also [come] unto the said 
Cities Borowghes Townes Corporate and Market Townes and 
ther [sell] their wares and [take] away the Relief of thinhabit- 
antes of the said Cities Borowes Townes Corporate and Market 
Townes, to the greate decaye and utter undoing of thinhabitantes 
of the same, yf spedye Reformacion therin be not hadd in tyme 
convenient: For Remedy wherof and for the better amendement 
of the said Cities Borowes Townes Corporate and Market Townes, 
and to thende the same Cyties Boroughes and Townes Corporate 
may bee the better able to paie the said Fee fermes and also to 
beare thother ordinarye charges within the same Cities Boroughes 
and Townes Corporate, and to furnishe the King and Quenes 
Majesties withe nombers of able persons like as they heretofore 
have doone in times past in tymes of Warre; Be it therfore 
enacted . . . That any person or persons whiche doo nowe 
inhabite and dwell, or hereafter shall inhabite or dwell, in the 
Contrey any where, or Countie within this Realme of Englande 
out of any the saide Cities Boroughes Townes Corporate or 
Market Townes, from and after the feast of St. Mighell Tharch- 
angell next comming, shall not sell or cause to be solde by Retaile, 
any Wollen Clothe Lynnen Clothe Haberdashe wares Grocery 
wares Mercerye wares, at or within any of the said Cyties 
Boroughes Townes Corporate or Market Townes, or within the 
Suburbes or Liberties of the said Cities Boroughes Townes 
Corporate [or] Market Townes within the said Realme of 
England (except it be in open Faires), upon paine to forfeite 
and lose for every tyme so offending the somme of yj s. viij d. 
and the whole Wares so sold .. . 

II. Provided alway that this Acte shall not in any wise 
extende nor be hurtfull to any person or persones that bring any 
of the said . . . wares to any of the said Cities [etc.] . . . to be 
solde or cause to be solde by Wholesale in grose and not by 
Retayle ; but they and every of them maye lawfully sell the 
same in as large and ample maner forme and condicion by 
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Wholesale, in grose and not by Retaile, as ... before the 
making of this Acte. .. . 

III. Provided alway that this present Acte shall not extende 
to any person or persons that now dwell or inhabite in the 
Countrey . . . but that they and every of them at any tyme 
hereafter, when they or any of them shalbee free of any the 
Guildes and Liberties of any the said Cities [ete]... that 
they and every of them so being free, shall and maye sell or cause 
to be solde any of the Wares aforesaid by Retayle, in as ample 
and large maner as they and everye of them might have 
doone . . . before the making of this Acte . . 

IV. Provided alwaies and be it enacted. ... That yt shall 
bee lawfull to all persones to sell or cause to be solde by Retaile 
or otherwise, all manner of Clothe Lynnen or Wollen of their 
owne making . . . as freely and frankly as they might have 
doone before the making of this Acte. . . 


15. ADMISSION TO THE FREEDOM OF CHESTER, 1557-88. 


[R. H. Morris, Chester in the Plantagenet and Tudor Reigns, 
pp. 389-90, 445-48. ] 


[1 Feb. 1557.] Morover yt ys agreid and orderid at the same 
assemble that no maner of person or persones shall from hens- 
forth be admyttyd into the fraunches of this citie unles he or 
thaye have servid as prentice within the same citie for the time 
of seaven yeres at leaste, and that from hensfourth any person 
or persones being free in this citie shall taycke any prentice or 
prentisses under the tearme of seaven yeares, and for the due 
proufe thereof every person that taykyth any prentice shall 
cause the same to be inrouled within sex moneythes after his 
fyrest entre into his prentiship, and if the master of any prentice 
decese and dye before the determinacon of his prentishipp then 
the said prentice to serve onto the full tearme of seaven years 
with the wyfe of his said master, or such other person as his 
master of the said science that he was bounde prentice unto. And 
that any forryner shall not hensfourth be admyttyed into the 
fraunchis of this citie but by consent of a hole assemble, and 
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every person being a forener so admyttyd to pay for his fredome 
the some of ten pounds sterlinge at the leste; unles yt may apere 
at such assemble the person so requiring to be fraunchesed be 
a vytler or other wyese profytable to the publycke welthe of this 
citie, and ther upon by consent of the same assemble to geve 
ageyn and rebayte of the said some of x Ji. such parcell of the 
same as shall be thought good by the agrement of the same 
assemble; and that every forrener so mayde free shall never 
the lesse agree with the syence which he entendyth to occupy 
withall. Never the less yt ys agreid and allso provided that 
certen glasires and joyners that have of longe tyme inhabytyd 
within this citie shall be admyttyd and taken into the fraunches 
of this citie paying as before tyme hath byne accoustomyd. 

[9 Nov., 1 Hliz.] It-was allso at the said assemble concluded 
and agreed by the said mayre aldermen sheriffs and comon 
counsell that from thensfourth all such as shalbe enfranchessed 
and made fre within the said citie, in place of a drynking which 
every such person so enfranchessed was accoustomyd to make 
unto the mayre and the brethern in the pentice, shall in con- 
sideracon thereof paye thre shillings iiid. towards the haven 
unto such person as then shalbe apoynted tresurrer of the same 
wourke at every tyme of such enfranchement, or for defaulte of 
such tresurers unto such persons as shall then be appoynted to 
tacke charge of the said wourke; and the same wourke ones 
of the comon tresory of the said cytye of Chester, and from 
thensfourth no such drynking to be used for the lycke pourpose 
as heretofore yt hathe bene accustomyd. 

(27 June, 1569.] It is at the same assemblie further ordered 
for the better mayntenaunce of the poore artificers and men of 
occupacion within this citie, that if any person hereafter be ad- 
mytted to the ffredom of this citie who hath not served as an 
apprentice by the space of seven yeres at the least or be the 
sonne of a freman, shall when he taketh his oth of fredom take 
one other corporall oth before the maier at the same tyme, that 
he shall not occupy nor use the trade or merchandize or the 
trade or occupacon of any arte or occupacon within this citie, 
except the maior aldermen and comen counsaile of the said citie 
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shall by order first admitt him therunto, and that alsoe he have 
the assent and good wills of the company of such trade or 
occupacon which he shall desier to use and exercise. 

[17 Eliz.] Richard Wells of Shrewsbury petitioned to have 
his ‘freedom out of hande, and, whereas the weavers doe worke 
for xviii d. a dosene, I will worke for xiid. a dosen as well as 
any is in Shrosbury, for I wolde not medle with no kinde of 
worke but this that is new begon in this cittie, which shalbe no 
hurte to the wevers occupacion if soe be that I might have the 
worke still. I did offer myself to the wevers, but they did not 
greatly esteame of me, therefore I am determyned not to teach 
a master my cunninge of that trade, but I had rather take some 
honest mans sonne prentisse, then I woulde teache them my 
cunninge.’ Granted upon condition that he shall worke, weve 
and dresse all other sorts and kinds of clothes made in Shros- 
bury and now devised and determyned to be made in this Cyty, 
as well and as goode chepe in all respects as the same such 
wollen clothes are or shalbe wrought and made in Shrosbury. 

[3 Nov., 23 Hliz.] At the same assembly it is moved whether 
John Nutter, draper, apprentice to David Lloid, draper, shalbe 
free of this citie, and what he shall give for his freedom because 
he hath not served as an apprentice. It is at this assembly 
fully concluded upon by the whole assembly that the said John 
Nutter shalbe franchessed and made free, agreeinge with the 
occupacon of drapers within the same citie and shall paye for 
the same tenne pounds, which was don accordingly upon reporte 
of the hed of the drapers that they were contented that he should 
be free and would accepte of him. 

[1 April, 28 Eliz.] And wheras the Compeny of Diers have 
exhibited there bill 6f greefe against Thomas Burgess dier, That 
he appointed by a former assembly to be free of this Citie and 
to agree with the said Compeny of Diers hath not nether will 
Agree therwith, and in respecte therof the same occupacon 
requeste this Citie to set doune what he the said Thomas 
Burgess shall give unto them, it is nowe therefore ordred that 
the said Thomas Burgess shall content and paie to the said 
-Compeny the some of vii. without delay, in respecte to be ad- 
mitted into the said Compeny of Diers, 
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[18 Aug., 29 Eliz.] John Alcocke, Bowier, is admitted in 
respecte of the greate want of a bowier within this citie, paying 
XXVi Ss. 

[18 Dec., 30 Eliz.] Richard Powell, Fletcher, in consideracon 
of the wante of a fletcher to serve this Citie to be enfranchised 
paying for his admitment and freedom liii s. iv d. 


16. A BAKERS’ STRIKE AT CHESTER, 1597. 


{R. H. Morris, Chester in the Plantagenet and Tudor Reigns, 
pp. 417-18. ] 


Memorandum that on Saturday the xiiiit daye of November 
A° 1557, John Webester, then maire of the Citie of Chester, 
did caule before hym in the pentice of the said citye Richard 
Danold and Edward Smith, then stewards of the occupacions 
of bayckers of the said citie, and conserning which tyme of the 
pryse of whete soulde in the markyt of the said citie the same 
daye, which was for xlvis. the quarter of Chester meesure the 
derist, and ther opon appoynted unto them for the assize the 
weke folowing to baycke the half penye whyte loufe vi ounces 
and haulefe, and so of all kynds of bred ratable after the same 
assise, which the said steward then refused and desierid ryspyt 
unto the Monday next folowing to speeke with ther hole 
occupacion. Upon which Mondaye the said stewards gave 
an answer unto the said mayre in the name of the hole 
occupacion that they would not consent to baycke after that 
assise but utterly refused the same, wherupon the tewesday 
next insuing, videlicet the xviitt of November, at an assemble 
in the comon haule of the said citie the said assise was ex- 
amenyd reasouned and debatyd, conserning the measure of 
the brason houpe of the saide citie with the measure and 
assise appoyntyd by the statute of this realm and allso with 
the mesure and assyese then used in London and the pryces 
of corne; accordinglye yt was therby the said mayre, aldermen, 
sheriffs and comon counsell of the same cytye fully agreid 
and concludyd that the same assise afore appoyntyd by the 
said mayre was laufull nessesary and suffyeyent for the Bayker 
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to lyve upon, and that from thensfourth the said bayckers 
should observe and kepe the said rite of assises accordinge 
to the pryces of corne as the markyt shall faule or ryse, upon 
the payne before tyme appoyntyd by the statutes of this realme. 

And then the same mayor eftsones sent for the said stewards 
and diverse other of ther company and occupacion and shewed 
them the mynde and hole determynacion of the hole counsell 
of this cite, and requiered them to baycke therafter according 
to ther dutye that ther should be no want of brede within this 
said citye, but the in no wyse would therto consent, by resone - 
wherof ther was grete wante of brede within this saide citie, 
wherupon the mayre by the advyse of his brethern aldermen 
shiriffs and other of the comon counsell the xxith daie of the 
saide November made open proclamacion as folowith: For as 
. much as the comon bayckers of this citie being manye tymes 
by the Mayre admonyshed and comandyd to baycke brede after 
the assise by hym raisonably geven according to his office, 
presentlie do refuse to backe brede for the sustenance of the 
inhabytants of the same citie and others therto resorting, be 
- reasone wherof the saide citizins be lycke to be at grete hynder- 
aunce for lacke of brede, for spedye remedye therin to be had 
Mr Mayre by virtue of his office and by thadvise of his worship- 
full bretherne the aldermen of the same citye, do requier all 
loving citizens to make necessary provicion for this presente 
tyme for suche brede as theye shall occupye, and that yt 
shalbe lawfull to all persones as well of the cytye as the countrye 
to baycke good and holsome brede for the sustenance of the 
said citizens after a resonable sorte, and to bringe the same 
from tyme to tyme into the markyt, wher they shall not have 
onely redye monye for ther brede with hartye thankes, but 
allso be discharged from all sute procurid by the comon bayckers 
of this citie or any other person or persones in ther names; and 
to thentent the premysses may be well accomplyshed Mr Mayre 
do the moste hartyly dysier all the said loving citiznes to be 
good and loving neighbors in doing and setting forward of the 
same as they tender the comon welthe and state presentlie of 
this citie. 
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17, PAYMENTS FOR ADMISSION TO VARIOUS CRAFTS LIMITED BY 
THE OXFORD TOWN counciL, Nov. 16, 1561. 


[Records of the City of Oxford (1509-83), ed. W. H. Turaer, 
p- 107.] 


Mé at a Counsell holden in the Counsell howse the xvj day 
of November, in the xxiijti yere of the reigne of Kinge Henry 
the viij'h, it is estatuted and enacted by the more parte of the 
Covnsell of the Towne, that noe occupation for crafts within 
the Towne of Oxford and the suburbys of the same shall take 
of any person that shall come to be brother of theyr crafts above 
the som of xx s.; and yf the same crafte or occupacion take any 
more than the same xx s., that than the same occupacion or crafte 
to forfeyte to the vsse of the Towne coffers xl s. 


18. AN ACTE FOR THE ADVOYDING OF DYVERS FORREYNE WARES 
MADE BY HANDYE CRAFTESMEN BEYONDE THE SEAS (5 
ELIZABETH, C. 7), 1563. 


(Stats. of the Realm, Vol. IV., Pt. L., pp. 428-29. ] 


Whereas heretofore the Artificers of this Realme of Englande, 
aswell within the Citie of London as within other Cities Townes 
and Burghes of the same Realme, that ys to wyt, Gyrdlers Cutlers 
Sadlers Gloovers Poyntmakers and suche lyke Handye craftesmen 
have bene in their said Faculties greatly wrought and gretely set 
on woorcke, aswell for the sustentacion of themselfes their 
Wyefes and Families as for a good Educacion of a greate part 
of Youthe of this Realme in good Arte and laudable Exercise ; 
besydes the manyfolde Benefites that by meanes or by reason of 
their Knowledges Inventions and continual] Traveile daylye and 
universally came to the whole Estate of the Common welthe of 
this said Realme; Yet notwithestanding, so now yt ys, that by 
reason of thabundance of forreyne Wares brought into this 
Realme from the partes of beyonde the seas, the said Artificers 
are not onely les occupied and therby utterly impoverished, the 
Youthe not trayned in the said Scyences and Exercises, and 
therby the sayd Faculties and thexquesite Knowledges therof 
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lyke in shorte Tyme within this Realme to decaye ; but also divers 
Cities and Townes within this Realme of Englande muche therby 
impayred, the whole Realme greatly endomaged, and other 
Countreys notablye enryched, and the People therof well set on 
Woorck to theyre Commodities and Lyvinges in the Artes and 
Sciences aforesayd, and to the greate discorage of the skilfull 
Woorckemen of this Realme, beyng in verye deede nothing 
inferiour to any Stranger in the Faculties aforesaid: For 
Reformacion wherof, Bee it enacted [etc.], That no person or 
persons whatsoever from or after the Feast of the Natyvite of 
St. John Baptyste nowe next ensuing, shall bring or cause to be 
brought into this Realme of Englande from the partes beyonde 
the Seas, any Gyrdles Harnes for Gyrdles Rapiers Daggers Knives 
Hiltes Pommeles Lockettes Chapes Dagger Blades Handels 
Scabberdes and Sheathes for Knives Saddels Horsharnes Styrops 
Bittes Gloves Pointes Leather Laces or Pynnes, beyng ready 
made or wrought in any Partes of beyond the Seas, to bee solde 
barterde or exchanged within this Realme of Englande or Wales 
[upon pain of forfeiture]. This Acte to continue and endure to 
thende of the next Parliament. 


19. THE CLERK OF THE MARKET AT NORWICH, 1564. 


[Records of the City of Norwich, ed. W. Hudson and J. T. Tingey, 
Vol. IL., pp. 181-82.] 


The enquest for the Clarke of the Markett [4 March, 6 Eliz.]— 
Fyrst they ffynde that the Cittie hathe neyther common beame, 
ballaunces nor waightes. 

Also they do ffynd that John Fayerclyff, miller, doth kepe 
pullery as hennys, duckes, pygges, and swyne contrary to ther 
charge. 

Item they ffynde that the comon bakers viz. John Pye [and 
eleven others] do bake ther brede under the syse [assize] and 
contray to ther charge. 

Also they do ffynde that the comon alebrewers viz. Hdwarde 
Pye, Wedow Geywoode, John Lawrewoode, Ralphe Stephanson 
and [blank] Glaven do brewe ther ale not holsome for mans body 
and that they haue no taster according to ther charge. 
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Also they do ffynde that the comon berebrewars viz. Thomas 
Narford [and eight others] brew beare not holsome for mannes 
body. 

Item they do ffynde that coummon inholders viz. Mr. Nor- 
gate, Mr. Hed, Aldermen, John Clarke [and thirty-five others] 
do sell ther bottelles of hay not contaynyng wayghte. 

Also they do ffynde that wynesellers viz. Mr. Norgate Mr. 
Hed, Aldermen [and seven others] do sell ther wyne contray to 
the Statute.t 

Also they do ffynde that bochars viz. Mr. Grene, Alderman, 
[and eighteen others] do kyll ther bulls unbayted and kene [cows] 
with calfe. 

Also they do ffynde that the fysshemongars viz. Mr. Warden 
Alderman [and eight others] do sell their ffysshe not well 
wateryd. 

Also they do ffynde that the typlers viz. Alys Broune, 
Margery Dinglow, Thomas Moyes [and twenty others] do sell 
ther ale and beare with pottes unsyzed and sealyd and also they 
donot sell a quart of the best ale or beare for a halfpenny (ob’). 

Also they do ffynde that the whight lether tawers viz. 
Vincent Tesmonde [and six others] do tewe calveskynnes. 


20. THE TOWN WAITS OF NORWICH AND CHESTER, 1576-90. 


[Records of the City of Norwich, ed. W. Hudson and J. T. Tingey, 


Vol. IL, pp. 186, 195, and R. H. Morris, pees in the Plantagenet 
and Tudor Reigns, p. 348.] 


[Norwich, Court on 4 Feb., 1576.] The hole company of 
the waytes of this cittie did come here into this courte and 
craved that they myght haue leve to playe commodies and 
upon interlutes and souch other places [plays] and tragedes 
which shall seme to them mete; which peticion by the whole 
concent of this courte is graunted to them so farre as they 
do not playe in the tyme of devine service and sermonnes. 

[Norwich, Court on 25 Jan., 1589.] This daye was redd 


15 Eliz. c. 5, s. xxv. 
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in court a letter sent to Mr Maiour and his brethren from Sir 
Frauncys Drake wherby he desyreth that the waytes of this 
citie may bee sent to hym to go the new intendid voyage,} 
wherunto the waytes beeyng here called doo all assent. Wher- 
upon it is agreed that they shall haue yj cloakes of stamell 
cloath made them redy before they go. And that a wagon 
shalbe provided to carry them and their instrumentes, and that 
they shall haue iiij 7. to buye them three new howboyes and 
one treble recordour and x li. to beare their chardgys. And 
that the citie shall hyer the wagon and paye for it. Also that 
the Chamberleyn shall paye Peter Spratt xs. for a saquebutt 
case, and the waytes to delyuer to the Chamberleyn before they 
go the cities cheanes. 

(Chester, 28 May, 1590.] Coram William Massy, maiore. 
At which day matter was in question betwene Ales Williams 
late wief of Thomas Williams, late one of the Waytsmen of the 
said citie upon thone part, and Christofer Burton and William 
Madock the other waitesmen of the said citie, for and concern- 
inge their instruments of musick, viz., the howboies, the Re- 
corders, the Cornets and Violens, whereof the said Ales 
claymeth a parte as to her said late husband in his lief tyme 
belonginge, which they deny to yeld unto: But are contented 
and soe are now agreed, and it is now fully ordered by assent 
that the said instruments shall from hensfforth for ever re- 
mayne continue and bee the owne proper goods of the said 
Waitesmen and of the survivors of them, and of William 
Williams late sonne of the said Thomas Williams, and of Henry 
Burton, sonne of the said Christofer, when they shall have 
served out their yeres and apprentices to the said exercise and 
to the survivour of them, and the survivour of every of them 
experienced or to be experienced in the citie, or els to remayne 
forever to the said citie At the Appoyntment and Admittance of 
the maior of the said citie for the tyme beinge. 


1The Portuguese voyage, 


VOL. I. 9 
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21. GREATER LONDON, 1590. 
[Acts of the Privy Council, Vol. XIX. (1590), pp. 278-80. ] 


A letter to the Master of the Rolles. Wheras yt pleased the 
Queen’s Majestie more than two yeres past to command 
proclamacion to be published for the restrayning and prohibiting 
of new building of howses and tenements for habitacion in and 
about the Citie of London, whereby as by the acces of multitudes 
of people to inhabit the same and the pestering of many families 
in one smale house or tenemente termed inmats and under- 
sitters, the Cittie hath ben over largelie increased to the decaie 
of other townes, buroughes and villages within the Realme, but 
also th’infeccion of the plague thereby the rather continued 
and augmented to the los of great nombers of people, the in- 
conveniencie whereof as of other like disorders hereby followed 
and like further to ensue (which at large were expressed in the 
said proclamacion) being then by her Majestie and us graciouslie 
and gravely considered, moved her to take ordre for the re- 
forming thereof and gave auctoritie to you aswel to forbid and 
inhibit al such buildinges as to punish the persons that after 
the publishing of the said proclamacion should attempt to build 
and erect houses and tenementes contrarie to her Majestie’s 
prohibicion therein contained. Howebeit her Majestie’s gracious 
intent and care had from (sic) the preventing of th’incon- 
veniencies and disorders aforesaid have taken so slendre effect 
as sithence the said proclamacion published the building of 
houses and tenementes about the Citie hath ben contin[uJed 
and greatlie increased, which her Majestie conceaveth to have 
growen especiallie by the necligence and remisnes of you to 
whom the charge and trust thereof hath bin comitted, whereat 
her Highnes and we do not a litle marvaile. Her pleasure 
and straight comaundment therefore is that with all diligence 
upon the receipt hereof you call unto you some of the Justices 
of Peace in the countie of Middlesex or any that is a Lord of 
any liberties, or steuards or bailives, and imparting unto them 
the tenour of theis our lettres, you proceed by waie of inquisition 
upon the oaths of good and sufficient persons, and to discover 
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and find out throw all partes of your jurisdiccion what houses, 
&e. have ben from the tyme of the prohibicion mencioned in 
the proclamacion untill this daie contrarie to the same builded 
and errected by any person or persons, and who hath bin the 
principal offendours therein, and thereof receiving their pre- 
‘sentementes by oath, to make a formal certificat thereof in 
writing to be sent to us with al expedicion, and to take good 
bonds of such as shalbe found to have so offended to appeare 
before us at Star Chamber to answer their offence according to 
the tenour of her Majestie’s proclamacion at such daie and tyme 
as shalbe signified unto you. And in case you shal find 
presentlie any such houses, tenementes &c. in building, or pro- 
visions made for that purpose, you shal by vertue hereof 
comand aswel the workemen as those that do set them a worke 
to forbeare to proceed any further in their works or buildings, 
and if any of them shall refuse therein to obey then shall you 
[blank] and certifie unto us their names and contempt, that 
punishement maie also be inflicted on them accordinglie. 
Another to the Lord Maiour. [Letter to the same effect 
follows.] 


22. AMALGAMATION OF CRAFTS AT KINGSTON-UPON-HULL, 1598. 


{[J. M. Lambert, Two Thousand Years of Gild Life (1891), 
pp. 264-68. ] 


A Composicion indented dated the last day of ffebruary in the 
one and forty yeare of the reigne of our soveraigne Lady Hliza- 
beth, by the grace of god Queene of Hnglande, ffraunce, and 
Yreland, defender of the faithe, Maide betweene the Maior & 
Burgesses of Kingston upon Hull on th’ one party, and George 
Harwodd, James Watson, James Carlill, Martin Moone, Edmond 
Bussell, goldsmithes, Henry Hubbert, Thomas Smith, th elder, 
John Billop, Peter Thorneton, Thomas Tailer, Roberte Morris, 
James Graunt, John Gibson, Thomas Wilkinson, Richard 
Wright, and Thomas Smithe younger, smithes, Thomas Scup- 
holme and George Marshall, pewtherers, John Clarcke, Thomas 


ffuller, John Baron, and Arthure Hawardd, plummers and 
(9 yh! 
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glasiers, John Gibson, Samuell Aplyne, Bartholomewe Aplyne, 
and George Todd, painters, Robert Gretom, Edward Gorrell, 
Roberte Hollis, and Dennis Haworth, cutlers, Henry Smithe, 
William Burne, and Christofer Thornetone, musicions, Thomas 
Barughe and Thomas Widdowes, stationers and bookbinders, 
and Christofer Hubbert and Thomas Alburne, baskitmakers of 
Kingston upon Hull aforesaid, on th’ other party, Witnessethe 
that the saide Maior and Burgesses for theim and their succes- 
sors (as moche as in theim is), upon the desire and suite of th’ 
said goldsmithes, smythes, pewthers, plummers,  glasiers, 
painters, cutlers, musicions, stationers, bookebinders and 
baskitmakers, and to the intente that the said artes, occupacions 
and misteries may better flourish within the towne of Kingston 
upon Hull aforesaide, Have geven and Graunted and doe hereby 
give and graunte theis ordenaunces, grauntes and clauses here- 
after ensuing and following: 

First, that all and everie the severall persons within the 
towne of Kingston upon Hull aforesaide, of the saide severall 
artes, occupacions, and mistries, being free Burgesses of the 
saide towne of Kingston upon Hull, shall from henceforthe be 
but one intire company, and not severall companies, and shalbe 
called the company of goldsmithes and smithes and others 
their brethren, which company shall from henceforth have 
emongst theim one warden and two searcheres, to be chosen 
yearly by most voyces emongst theimselves upon the monday 
next after St. Luke’s day, And that twoe shalbe of eleccion for 
warden, whereof th’ one shalbe chosen, & fower of eleccion for 
searchers, whereof twoe shalbe chosen. And the saide Maior & 
Burgesses doe elect, appoint, & nominat James Watson for first 
warden, & Thomas Smith th’ elder & Thomas Scupholme for 
first searcheres till the saide eleccionday. And that the warden 
and. searcheres hereafter to be elected shall yearly the morrow 
after the saide eleccion day be sworne upon the holy evangelist 
of god before the Maior or his lieutenaunt for the time being, 
for the true, just & upreight using, exercising of their places, 
rowmes, & offices for one whole yeare to soche effect, & if 
either warden or searcheres shall happen within their yeare to 
chaunge this life, or to refuse their place, being elected, then 
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‘otheres shalbe elected & chosen by most voyces emongst the 
saide company in the stede & place of soche warden & searchers 
within eight daies following to serve foith the rest of the year, 
& to be likewise sworne. And if any warden nowe appointed or 
hereafter to be elected shall refuse to execute the saide place, he 
shall forfaite for soche refusall xx s. And if any searcher now 
appointed or hereafter to be elected shall refuse to execute saide 
place, he shall forfaite for soche refusall x s. 

And also that the saide company of goldsmithes & smithes 
& other their bretheren, shall take bonde or bondes of the saide 
warden & searcheres & of any otheres from time to time for ever 
in the name of the Maior & Burgesses of Kingston upon Hull 
aforesaide, for the performance of any accompt, debt, dammage, 
demand, or other thing or matter whatsoever, which bonde or 
bondes shall notwithstanding be to the onely behoof & benefitt 
of the saide company & not to the behof or benefitt of the saide 
Maior & Burgesses. 

Moreover the said company of goldsmithes & smithes & 
others their brethren, shall not receive any person or persones 
whatsoever into their said company unles he be first a free 
Burges of the towne of Kingston upon Hull aforesaide. And 
that no goldsmithe, smithe of any sorte, pewtherer, plummer, 
glazier, painter, cutler, picture drawer, or armes painter not 
sufficiently authorised, stationer, bookebinder, nor basket maker 
not free Burges of this town of Kingston upon Hull & free of 
their company, shall kepe any shopp or work within this towne 
or liberties upon paine of everie weke, xs., & so after that raite 
for more or lesse time, neither shall sell or offer to be solde any 
goodes or waires within this towne or liberties belonging properly 
to the saide artes occupacions or mistries, but upon the tuisdaies 
& fridaies, markitt daies in open markitt, & also in the faire time 
in paine of seizing & forfaiting the same goodes & waires in 
whose handes soevr the same shalbe founde, nor that no in- 
habitant within this towne other then of the saide company, 
shall buy or exchange any goodes or waires, newe or olde, 
within this towne belonging properly to the saide artes, occupa- 
cions or mistries to th’ end to sell the same againe in paine of 
seizing & forfaiting the saide goodes & waires wheresoever the 
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same shalbe founde (faire & markitt daies in markitt time ex- 
cepted). Neither that any musicion not free burgess of this 
same towne & free of the saide company of goldsmithes & 
smithes & otheres, their bretheren, shal within this towne kepe 
any daunsing schoole, neither that any musicion not free of the 
said company & not dwelling within this towne, shall here play 
at all without the consent of the Maior for the time being, & of 
the warden of the said goldsmithes & smithes & otheres their 
bretheren, unless they be lycensed by the lawes and statutes of 
this realme. 

And that no inhabitant of this towne shall within this towne 
sett on worke any goldsmithe, smithe, pewtherer, plummer, 
glaisier, painter, picture drawer, or armes painter not sufficiently 
authorised, cutler, stationer, bookebinder or baskitmaker not 
free of the said company upon paine of everie defaulte, xs. 
Neither that any inhabitant of this towne shall within this 
town demise or let any place or rowme to any musicion or otheres 
wherein any daunsing school shalbe kept, neither shall learne 
to daunse or play within this town with any musicion not free 
of the said company upon paine of everie default by the space of 
one weke, v s. 

Furthermore the saide warden & searcheres for the time being, 
with the greater nomber more of the saide company of gold- 
smithes & smithes & otheres their bretheren, shall from time to 
time make any lawes, ordenaunces, & orderes for good rule, 
order & government to be had, kept & preserved emongst them- 
selves, which lawes, ordenaunces & orderes, shall bind the saide 
warden, searcheres, & the whole company of goldsmithes & 
smithes & otheres their bretheren, And to set down paines, 
penalties, & forfaitures for breach of soch lawes, orderes & 
ordenaunces, Provided alwaies the same lawes, orderes, & 
ordenaunces tend not to the hurt & harm of the common weale 
of this towne at the Judgment of the Maior for the time being, 
& the greater nomber of his bretheren the aldermen if the same 
come in question. 

And moreover that the said warden & searcheres or any of 
theim their or any of theim their deputy or deputies in sicknes 
or absenc may distreine the goodes or cattels of any offender or 
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offenderes in the premisses or any parcell thereof for the fynes, 
forfeitures, & paines above sett or to be sett according to the 
true meaning thereof. And if any persone or persones whatso- 
ever shall resist theim or any of theim, then the said warden 
& searcheres or any & everie of theim, their or any & everie 
of their deputy or deputies shalbe ayded by the officer or ofticers 
of the saide Maior, And all distresses by theim taken shalbe 
kept till satisfaccion be made for the offence with the chardges 
‘about taking of soche distresses, & the keping of the same 
& everie soche officer ayding theim shall have for his pains, 
iiij d. 

In consideracion of all which premisses the saide gold- 
smithes, smithes, pewtherers, plummers, glasiers, painters, 
cutlers, musicions, stationers, bookebinders, & baskit makers doe 
graunt that they will take no apprentice without the consent of 
Mr Maior for the time being & the greater nomber of the 
aldermen his Bretheren, but soche as ar borne or remaining 
within this towne, and that by their consent likewise if there be 
any soche sufficient to serve their turnes. And further that the 
one half of all the fynes and forfaitures above sett or to be sett 
which shall be levied & received, or the one half of so moche of 
the same as shalbe taken, & further x s. yearly for this composi- 
tion shall yearly be paied to the towne’s use at the towne’s auditt 
withoute drifte or deley. In witnes whereof unto th one parte 
of this composicion indented remaining in the custody of the 
saide goldsmithes, smithes, pewtherers, plummers, glaisiers, 
painters, cutlers, musicions, stationers, book-binders, & basket- 
makers, the saide Maior & Burgesses have affixed their Common 
Seale, & unto th’ other parte hereof remaining in custody of the 
saide Maior & Burgesses the saide goldsmithes [etc.] have seit 
their handes & seales the day & yeare first above written, 
And in the yeare of Our Lord according to the Computacion of 
England one thousand five hundred nenety and eight. 

[Here follow thirty signatures. ] 
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23. A CONTROVERSY BETWEEN THE PAINTERS AND PLASTERERS OF 
LONDON, 1601. 


[D’Ewes, Compleat Journal of the Votes, Speeches and Debates, 
both of the House of Lords and House of Commons throughout 
the whole Reign of Elizabeth (London, 1693), pp. 617, 680-81.] 


[House of Commons] On Saturday the 12% day of December 
[43 Bliz., 1601]... . An Act for redress of certain abuses 
used in Painting was read the third time. 

It was moved by Sir George Moore and some others, that the | 
Bill might be let slip, and the Cause refer’d to the Lord Mayor 
of London, because it concerned a Controversie between the 
Painters and plaisterers of London. 

To which Mr Davies Answered, That the last Parliament this 
Bill should have past this House, but it was refer'd as is now 
desired, and Bonds made by the Plaisterers for performance of 
the Orders to be set down by the Lord Mayor; yet all will do 
no good: Wherefore, Mr Speaker, I think it good to be put to 
the question. 

Sir Stephen Soame desired that my Lord Mayor might not 
be troubled with them, etc., but that it might be put to the 
question, and it seemed likely to go against the Painters. But 
Mr Heyward Townsend as it was putting the question stood 
up, and shewed, that in the statute of 25 Ed. 3 Cap. 3 Plaisterers 
were not then so called but Dawbers and Mudwall-Makers, who 
had for their Wages by the day three pence, and their Knave 
three half-pence (for so was his Labourer called) they so con- 
tinued till King Henry the Sevenths time, who brought into 
England with him out of France certain men that used Plaister 
of Paris about the Kings Sieling and Walls, whose Statute 
Labourers these Dawbers were. These Statute Labourers 
learned in short time the use of Plaister of Paris, and did it for 
the King, who increased to be many: then suing to the King 
for his Favour to Incorporate them, he did fulfil their desire, 
Incorporating them by the name of Gipsariwm, which was for 
Clay and Mud, alids Morter-Makers, An. 16 Hen. 7. Being no 
Freemen for all their Corporation, they obtained the Kings 
Letters in their favour to Sir William Remmington the Lord 
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Mayor of London and the Aldermen, to allow them Freemen, 
which was granted ; at what time came in four of them paying 
ten shillings a piece for their Freedoms: And in three years 
after that manner came in to the number of twenty, but they 
paid four pound a piece for their Freedom. They renewed their 
Patent in King Henry the Highths time, and called themselves 
Plaisterers alids Morter-Makers, for the use of Loam and Lyme. 
They made an humble Petition and Supplication after this to Sir 
John Munday, then Lord Mayor and to the Aldermen, to grant 
them Ordinances for the better Rule and Government of their 
Company, in these words, viz.: We the good Folks of Plaisterers 
in London of Plaister and Loam of the said City, for redress of 
certain abuses of Lath-Plaister and Loam wrought in the said 
Craft, etc., and had allowed unto them to search for their Com- 
pany for the use of Lath, Loam and Lyme. In all their Cor- 
porations at no time had they the word Colours, nor yet in their 
Ordinances. For all they were incorporated by the name of 
Plaisterers, yet in all King Henry the Hights time they were 
called Dawbers, as appears in the Accompts of the Chamber of 
London, paid to such and such Dawbers for so many days so 
much, and to their Labourers 80 much. The Plaisterers never 
laid any Colour upon any of the Kings Houses, nor in the 
Sheriffs of London, but this Year, They wore no Livery or 
Cloathing in the seventeenth of King Henry the Highth. They 
have been suffered to lay Alehouse Colours as red Lead and 
Oaker with such like and now intrude themselves to all Colours; 
Thus they take not only their own work but Painting also, and 
leave nothing to do for the Painter. Painters and Stainers were 
two several Companies in King Edward the Thirds time; one 
for Painting of Posts and all Timber-work, and the other for 
Staining and Painting of Cloth of great continuance. The two 
severall Companies were joined both into one by their own con- 
sents, and by the consents of the Lord Mayor and the Court of 
Aldermen of the City the nineteenth year of King Edward the 
Fourth. The Painters had Orders allowed them for the use of 
Oyl and Colours, especially named in King Henry the Fourths 
time, from the Lord Mayor and City. Painters cannot work 
without Colours, their only mixture being Oyl and Size, which 
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the Plaisterers do now usurp and intrude into. Painters have 
her Majesties Letters Patents dated the twenty fourth year of 
Elizabeth, forbidding any Artificer the use of Colours and Oyl 
or Size, after the manner of Painting, but only such as have 
been or shall be Apprentice, namely with a Painter, seven years 
at the least. And where the Plaisterers object, that the Painters 
do abridge other Companies of their Colours, that is most ap- 
parently untrue; for Goldsmiths do use Colours, but not after 
the manner-of Painting, and work without Oyl or size. Book 
Binders use Colours, but neither with Oyl or Size. So Cutlers 
use Varnishing and Gilding ; so Glaziers use Colours with nealing 
in the Oven; Bricklayers use Colours, but neither with Oyl or 
Size; And Joiners do use Varnish. Workmanship and Skill is 
the gift of God, and not one in ten proveth a Workman; yet it 
is requisite, that all such as have been brought up all the dayes 
of their Life in a Trade, and cannot attain to the Excellency of 
Skill that is required, should live by the baser part of their 
Science, when they cannot attain the better, which is working 
in Oyl and Size those Flats, Posts and Windows, etc. If 
Plaisterers may be suffered to Paint, Workmanship in Painting 
will decay; for no Workman will keep an Apprentice four or 
five years to practise and not able to get one penny, unless he 
might now get something towards his Meat and Drink in laying 
of Oyl Colours, as on Posts. And experience teacheth us now, 
that among the number of three hundred there are not twelve 
sufficient Workmen to be found in London. Yet one of these 
(such was his Poverty) was fain for his relief to Wife and Children 
to wear upon the Lord Mayors Day a Blue Gown and red Cap, 
and to carry a Torch (he being fifty years old). One man will 
lay and paint more Colours in a day than ten men can grind, 
which grinding of colours shall be the relief of two or three 
hundred poor men, that cannot attain Workmanship, and that is 
taken away by Plaisterers, and the poor men both Painters, 
their Wives and Children go a begging for want of work. 
Besides, Painting of Cloths is decayed, and not an hundred Yards 
of new Painted Cloth made in a Year here by reason of so much 
Painted Flanders pieces brought from thence; so as the Painters 
have nothing to live on, but laying of Oyl Colours on Posts, 
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Windows, etc. It is a curious Art and requireth a good Hye, 
and a stedfast Hand, which the infirmity of Age decayeth 
quickly, and then Painters beg. Plaisterers take money from 
the Highest Personages to the meanest Cottiagers, whose Walls 
must needs be made: Painters take money butof a few for their 
delight. Painters give to the Plaisterers six kind of Colours 
commonly used (as the Bill importeth), to be laid with Size and 
not with Oyl; and for every twenty shillings earned with Oyl 
Colours, there is ten pound earned with Size Colours, being 
every mans money. These Walls thus curiously painted in 
former Ages, the Arms so Artificially drawn, the Imagry so 
perfectly done, do witness our Forefathers care in cherishing 
this Art of Painting, etc. So I think the Bill very reasonable 
and fit to pass; And thereupon the Bill passed upon the question. 

[House of Lords] On Friday the 18t® day of December [43 
Eliz., 1601]. . . . Memorandum that whereas a Bill hath been 
presented to the High Court of Parliament by the Company of the 
Mystery or Trade of Painters, making thereby complaint against 
the Company of Plaisterers for and concerning certain wrongs 
pretended to be done to the said Painters by the Company of 
Plaisterers, in using some part of their Trade of Painting con- 
trary to the right of their Charter (as is pretended) and humbly 
seeking by the said Bill reformation of the said wrong; And 
whereas the said Bill passed not the Upper House of Parliament 
for just and good reasons moving the Lords of the Higher House 
to the contrary: Yet, nevertheless, the Lords of the Upper 
House have thought it meet and convenient that some course 
might be taken for reformation of any such wrong as may be 
found truly complained of and fit to be remedied, and for the 
setling of some good agreement and Order for the said Painters 
and Plaisterers, so as each sort of them might exercise their Trade 
conveniently without impeaching on the other: It is therefore 
Ordered by the Court of the Upper House of Parliament, that 
the said complaint and cause of the said Painters (which pro- 
ceeded not in Parliament) shall be referr’d to the Lord Mayor 
of London, and the Recorder of London, to be heard and ex- 
amined, adjudged and Ordered as in Justice and Equity shall be 
found meet; And that at the time or times of the hearing of the 
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said Cause, the Lord Chief Justice of England, the Lord Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, Mr Justice Gawdie, Mr Baron 
Clark and Mr Attorney General or any four, three, or two of 
them, shall assist and give their help for the making and estab- 
lishing of some good Order and Agreement. And that the said 
parties complainant, and also the Company of the Plaisterers 
shall observe and keep such Order as by the said Mayor, the Lord 
Chief Justice of England, the Lord Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas, Mr Justice Gawdie, Mr Baron Clark, Mr Attorney 
General, Mr Recorder of London, or any six, five, four, or three 
of them (whereof the Lord Mayor and the Lord Chief Justice of 
England or Lord Chief Justice of the Common-Pleas to be two) 
shall be set down and prescribed. 


SECTION IIJI—THE CORN TRADE AND THE FOOD 
SUPPLY. 


1. CENSUS OF INHABITANTS AND PROVISIONS TAKEN DURING A 
DEARTH IN COVENTRY, oct. 10, 1520. 


[Coventry Leet Book, ed. M. D. Harris (E.E.T.S., 1907-9), pp. 674-75.] 


Memorandum that the xt day of Octobre and in the yer of the 
Raigne of Kyng Henry the viij*® [blank] then Maister John Bonde 
beyng Maier of the Cite of Couentre, The price of all maner of 
Corne and graynes be-ganne to a-Ryse, wheruppon a veu was 
takon by the said Maier and his brethern what stores of all 
Maner of Corne, and what nombre of people was then whithin 
the said Cite, men, women and Childern, etc. 


Nomber of people The nomber of Greynes 
in euery warde. of all Maner of Cornes. 
summa : 


Erle-strete warde. 


vij C and vij persones In Rie, xxxvj stryke dim. 


In whete, xvij quarter ij stryk. 
[Smithford Street ward. . 
406 persons; malt and barley, 220 qrs.; rye, 15 qrs. 2 strike; 
wheat, 24 qrs.; ‘‘ottes,” 27 qrs.; ‘ pese, 74 qrs. 
Gosford Street ward. 
875 persons; malt, 456 qrs. ; ‘whet and rye,’ 16 qrs.; peas, 
iigr: 


{i Malte, iiij¢ liiij quarter, 


Much Park Street ward. 
719 persons; malt, 287 qrs; wheat, 144 qrs. 1 strike; peas, 


7 qrs. 
141 
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Bishop Street ward. 
1018 persons; malt, 334 qrs.; wheat and rye, 26 qrs.; peas, 
1 qr. 
Bayly Lane ward. : 
459 persons; wheat, 1 qr. 6 strike; malt, 150 qrs. 3 strike ; 
barley, 20 qrs.; rye, 19 qrs.; oats, 9 qrs. 2 strike; peas, 1 qr. 6 
strike. 
‘Brodyate warde.’ 
552 persons; wheat, 1 qr. 3 strike; malt, 100 qrs.; rye, 1 qr. 
54 strike; oats, 2 qrs. 
Cross-cheaping ward. 
884 persons; wheat, 1} qrs.; rye, 18 qrs.; malt, 180 qrs. 
Jordan Well ward. 
354 persons; malt, 100 (v score) qrs.; wheat, none (nullum) ; 
rye, 3 qrs. 
Spon Street ward. 
627 persons; malt, 198 qrs.; rye and wheat, 3 qrs. 7 strike.] 


(Summa totalys )In Malt, ij Ml iije v= 
Summa totalis ! and v quarter 
of the numbre | In Rye and) j¢° quarter 
of the people vj M! vj C and j. | “Mastlin j stryk, 


then beying 4 +In whet, xl vij quarter 

within the cyte, | In ottes, xxxix quarter, 

of men, women | ij stryk, 

and Childern. | lTn pese, Xvlij quarter, ij 
( } stryk 


Also a veu by hym takon what supstance of malt was then 
brewede within the Cyte wokly by the comyn brewers that brewed 
to sell and fyll furthe by the Sesters ; the nombre of the comyn 
brewers in all the Cyte ys : : lip seviiy2 

Item, they brewid wekly in malt vij** vj quarter, j bus. 

Memorandum that ther was brought into this said Cyte the 
ffryday before Crystmas day in the yer of the said John Bonde 
then beying mayer by his labour and his ffrendys to helpe to 
susteyne the Cyte with corne of all maner of greyne. 

Summa iiij** and xvij quarter and yj stryke. 
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Memorandum that ther was at that tyme xliij bakers within 
the Cyte, the wiche dyd bake wekly a-mongest all vjx* quarter of 
whet and xij besydes pese and Rye. 


2. CERTIFICATE OF COMMISSIONERS CONCERNING SEARCH FOR 
corn, 1527. 


[Select Cases in the Court of Star Chamber, ed. Leadam (Selden Soc., 
1911), Vol. IL, pp. 165-68. ] 


The certificat of Sir Antony Fitzherbert Knyght Phylypp 
Draycott esquire Edward lytylton esquyer and other the Kynges 
commissioners in the countie of Stafford as consernying the 
serche For cornez and other articlez expressed in the same 
commission. ° 

The seid commissioners accordying to the tenour of the same 
commission have serched and vewed all the Barnes garners 
Stakkes Reekes mowes and other suspecyous places in the same 
to have hydde corne, so that they can not fynde nor see that ther 
is corne sufficient in the same shyre to susteyne the peple ther 
inhabyted, except they may have their bargayns made with other 
personez in other shyrez to be kept with theym and also to have 
ayde and resort to other shyrez to Fetche corne thens with 
horsez as a fore tyme hath byn vsed. Wherfore the thynke 
necessary that other shirez sholde not be restreyned to sell their 
cornez to theym For their necessary sustynaunce and lyffyng. 

Also as concernyng beggars & vagaboundes, the said com- 
myssioners have serched and also caused to be serched Townes 
& villages by nyght dyuerse tymez & have Founde almost noon 
so that they be avoyded & goon Furth of the shire, but dyuerse 
they take for suspecyons of Felony which remayne in gaole 
ther, for that that the gaole delyuerans coulde not be made by 
cause ther was bot one justice off the quorum ther where the 
commission was that ther shuld be ij of the quorum. 

Also they have ordered the Townez & villagez how many ale 
housez shall be kept in on Towne & who shall kepe theym 
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accordyng to theseid commyssion, and syns the same commyssion 
proclamed the vulawfull gammez be leyde downe and not vsed. 
Also the seid commissioners can fynde non Ingrossours 
Forstallers or regratours of corne but that such as haue corne be 
willyng to bryng to the markett as yette. 
(Indorsed) Stafford, Sir Anthony Fitzherbart, knight, Philippe 
Draycott. 


3. PETITION AGAINST FORESTALLERS,! 1529. 


[Select Cases in the Court of Star Chamber, ed. Leadam (Selden 
Soc., 1911), Vol. IL, pp. 182-84.] 


Yaxley, Inhabitants of, v. Thomas Aylward & Christofer Branston. 


To the moost Reuerend Fader in god my lord legate 
Cardinall Archiebisshope of Yorke, primate & Chaunceller 
of Englond. 


In their moost humble wise shewen & complaynen vnto your 
noble grace your daily Oratours & bedemen the poore inhabit- 
auntes of the Towne of Yaxley in the Countie of Huntingdon. 
That where on Saynt Andrews day thapostle last past as one 
Thomas Aylward of the Towne of Lyn in the Countie of Norffolk 
merchaunt was than ladyng his keyle with pees to carry theym 
owte of that Countie vnto Lyn forsayd, At whiche tyme a 
poore man one of your Oratours askyd the sayd Aylward whyther 
he wold carry theym. Then he answered ‘haist thowe any thyng 
a doo therwith? For Iam not there to gyve the accompt’. Then 
sayd the poore man ‘You men of lyn dyd carry our pees into 
Scotland the last yere, an pyned vs For hungger here, For lake 
of sustynaunce, And if we wyst that ye wold carry thise pees 
into Scotland, as ye did oure pees the last yere, we wold stey 
theym vntill we knewe further of the kynges pleasour therin, 
For as we do thynk, that you doo agaynst the kynges commande- 
ment in that behalf.’ Therwith the sayd Thomas Ayleward was 
very aungry & Rebukyd your bedemen, Insomoche that he did 


‘Compare a petition against an engrosser (1534), op. cit., pp. 206-15. 
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cast his Glove in defyaunce and defyed all the best in the Towne 
& asmany as wold take there parte & also he sayde that he wold 
haue the pees, or he wold reyse an C of as good Fytynge men 
as the kynge hath any, And also, good & gracioux lord, apon 
newyeres day last past a poore man of the sayd Towne of Yaxley 
callyd Richard Shryve, As he was goyng betwene the Townes of 
Steleton & Yaxley mete with the sayd Aylward, the poore man 
then sayenge vnto hym, ‘ haue ye nott bought pees Inowgh yete ?’ 
the sayd Aylward that in A Fury, a lyted of his hors & drewe 
his swyrd & Buckeler & came to the poore man vyolently, And 
so he putt the poore man in Jepardy of his lyff yff he had nott 
shyftyd the better for hym self. And ouer this, gracioux lord, 
the sayd Thomas Aylward doith daily threten & manasse your 
Oratours that he woll not leve them worth a grote. And Further- 
more, gracioux lord, so it was that one John Lee Constable of 
Yaxley forsayd came with another poore man that had certayn 
lond tylled for peeson & desired one Christofer Branston, another 
ingroser & Forstaller of the markettes and Fellowe with the 
sayd Thomas Aylward, & desyred to by a quarter of pees to 
. sowe his land, and offeryd hym viij s. iiij d. for the quarter, Than 
the sayd Christofer saying ‘Weyne you that I am a Bailly for 
suche laddes and beggars?’ And so he wold lett theym to haue 
noon for ther money. And ouer this, gracioux lord, apon Fryday 
next after midlent Sonday last past, As the said Thomas Aylward 
satt at dener in Mr. Cony howse, The sayd Christofer Branston 
Joliuer Goldam, John Wodcok & as they commonyd vpon the 
sayd peeson, the sayd Thomas Aylward than sayde, that if he 
had had as good a cote apon hym that day as he had the day 
when he dyd cast his Glove, one shuld a dyed that day, As 
honest men can testifie the same. In tender consideracion of 
the premisses for so moche as the sayd Thomas Aylward & 
Christofer Branston doon make ther bost that they haue iche 
of them xl lx. & an C li. of lond to ley to pledge to spend vpon 
your poore Oratours, It may therefore please your noble grace 
of your habundant charitie not oonly to graunt youre poore 
Oratours the kinges most gracioux ayde and yours in the 
premisses, But also to commaunde the said Thomas Aylward 
& Christofer Branston personally to appere afore your grace 
VOL. I. 10 
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and other the lordes of the kynges most honourable Counsell 
at a day certayn, and vnder a certayn payne by your grace to 
be lymyted there to aunswere to the premysses, & Farther 
tabide all suche ordre therin As by your grace shalbe thought 
to stond with right & Justice & the Comon wele of youre poore 
Oratours & other the Kynges poore subgiettes. Thus at the 
Reuerence of Jhesu and in the way of Charitie. And all youre 
poore Oratours shall daily pray to almyghtty God for the 
prosperouse preseruacion of your noble grace longe to endure. 

(Indorsed in modern hand) Yaxley, Inhabitants of, v. Ailward 

& Al. 


4, A PROCLAMATION CONCERNING THE PRICE OF SUGAR, 2 May, 
1544. 


[Schanz, Englishe Handelspolitik gegen Ende des Mittelalters, Vol. 
IL, pp. 654-55.] 


Where in the parliament holden att Westminster the 28 daie 
of Aprill in the 318+ yeare of the most victorious raigne of the 
kings royall Maiestie and there continued unto the 28 daie 
of June in the said yeare one act for proclamacions to be made 
in this realme was ordeyned and established, that the kinges 
Highnes with the advise of his honorable counsell named and 
expressed in the same act or the most part of them mought 
sett forth att all times his Highnes proclamacion under such 
penalties and paines and of such sort as to his Maiestie and 
his said most honorable counsell or the most part of them 
should seeme necessarie and requisit, and that such proclama- 
cions should be obeyed observed and kept, as though they had 
bine made by act of parliament for the time in them limited, 
onles the kings Maiestie dispensed with them or anie of them 
under his great seale, as by the said act amonges other things 
therein conteyned more plainely is mencioned and expressed, 
the kinges most royall Maiestie is crediably informed, that, 
albeit a great plenty and quantity of sugar is lately come to 
his port of his city of London to be sold and also is remayning 
alredy in the handes of divers of the said citie to sell, yett 
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nevertheles by the greedy appetites and affeccions of such, 
as have the same sugar, and by crafty conspiracies betweene 
them and other for their singular avayle and lucre the price 
thereof is inhaunced farre exceeding that, which hath bine 
accustomed in times past; for where within fewe yeares yt 
hath bine at two pence three pence and foure pence the pound, 
yt is nowe brought to 9 pence and 10 pence the pound against 
all reason and equity and to the great detriment of his Highnes 
loveing and obedient subiectes haveing necessity to occupy the 
same for the maintenaunce of their hospitallities and famelies ; 
and also sundry persons, after they have bought such sugar 
att the first hand, doe newe cast againe the same in mouldes 
ees therewith other thinges perillous and unholsome for mans 
ody. 

His Maiestie therefore mynding the reformacion of the pre- 
misses and to impedite and lett such greedy appetites and 
affeccions, as daily increase to the hurt of his comon weale 
not only in this case, but in all kindes of victualles, hath ordeyned 
and devised this his Highnes proclamacion by authority of the 
said act by the advise of the most part of his counsell named 
in the same in manner and forme followeing, that is to saie: 
His Highnes straightly chargeth and comaundeth by this 
present proclamacion, that no person or persons being his 
naturall subiectes or strangers denizens after three daies next 
following the proclamacion and publicacion of theis presentes 
according to the act above shall sell the best sugar above the 
price of 7 pence the pound uppon paine to loose and forfeite 
for every pound of sugar sold contrarie to this present pro- 
clamacion three shillinges foure pence and for every half pound 
20 pence and so after the rate, and also to suffer imprisonment 
by the space of one moneth, the one moyety of which forfeiture 
to be to his Maiestie and the other moyety to such as will sue 
for the same by originall writte bill plainte or informacion 
in anie of the kinges courtes, in which accion or suite no wager 
of lawe shalbe admitted, nor anie essoyne or proteccion allowed. 
And his Maiestie hath further ordeyned by theis presentes by 
the advise aforesaid, that no person or persons shall att anie 


time after proclamacions hereof made as is aforesaid alter and 
: 10 * 
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newe cast againe anie sugar into loaves or masses to be sold 
upon peine to loose and forfeite all his goodes and cattels and 
also to suffer imprisonment att the kinges will, the two partes 
of which forfeiture to be to the kinges Majesties use and the 
thirde parte therof to be to such as will sue for the same, as 
is aforesaid, in which accion or suite no wager of lawe shalbe 
admitted nor anie essoyne or proteccion allowed; and his 
Maiestie signifieth to all and singuler persons, that his Highnes 
intent is not, that sugar should or ought alwaies continue att 
the ‘great price lymitted by this proclamacion, but that, as 
occasion shall serve, so his Maiestie will use and declare and 
defalke the prise of the same as shall stand with reason and 
equity and for the comon welth of his realme. 


5. ORDERS OF THE JUSTICES OF CORNWALL FOR THE REFORMA- 
TION OF THE UNREASONABLE PRICES OF VICTUALS IN 
MARKETS, 1550. 


[Strype, Ecclesiastical Memorials (1822), Vol. IL, Pt. IL., p. 477.] 
Cornwal. 


FIRST, That the said justices within their circuits and limits 
to them appointed, do treat with the best and most honest 
personages of any market-towns within their said limits; and to 
know of them the names of those which were wont to serve the 
markets, and such as now be hable to serve the same markets, 
of grain; which of butter and cheese; which of flesh; and 
whether they, or any of them, have withdrawn, or not. 

Item, After that taken and entred in a book, then to know of 
them what the names of those were that have sold the same at 
excessive prices, sithence the late commandment, 

Item, That every justice in their limits do send for the said 
sellers, and do take their answers, and the proofs of the said 
town-dwellers. And if it shal then appear they have offended, 
then to give them day under sureties to appear before them to 
receive their deserts. 


Item, If they accuse others that make sale of the same to them 
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at excessive prices, that then those be sent for, and put under 
like sureties. 

Item, The grain of every the parishes to be surveyed by the 
said justices, and likewise the [blank] of the same; to be likewise 
entred in a book, who occupieth the same, and with what stuff, 
and what prices the same have been sold; whether they were 
fat or lean ; and to whom. 

Item, That victuallers be appointed to serve in the said 
market-towns, such as dwel nigh or in the said towns, and be no 
graziers; and they to fetch cattel for the same markets with the 
said graziers, by the precept of the said justices, or any of them, 
directed to the constable of his parish there: and such constable 
is for their warrant to deliver the same to his said victualler, 
paying for the same at the Kings Majesties price. 

Item, Likewise that grain be appointed to serve the said 
markets by the said surveyors at reasonable prices, by them to 
be appointed, after the quantity by those persons there, as it 
shal appear it is by their survey. é 

Item, Likewise of butter and cheese, that they that were 
accustomed to serve the markets with butter and cheese, and 
other victuals, do serve the same, if they have wherewith, at the 
Kings price. 

Item, That the butcher, having beefs, muttons, and al other 
victuals at his graziers hands, at the Kings price, shal be 
compelled to sel the same to the Kings people according to that 
rate, by the orders of the mayors and chief officers of the market- 
town, at the commandment of the justices. 

Item, That if any ambiguity rise betwixt the butcher and the 
grazier in making the price, having regard to the largeness of the 
beast, that the same be appealed, and adjudged by the justice of 
peace next adjoyning. 

Item, That every victualler bring the hide of every the beasts 
that shal be killed weekly to the markets, and there make sale 
of them in open market, at such prices as the justices of peax 
shal appoint. 

Item, That henceforth no fisher make sale of any kind of fish 
upon the sea, nor elsewhere, but upon the strand; and that the 
game remain upon the strand during one whole hour, to be sold 
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to al comers of the country, at such prices as one of the said 
fishers and one of the landmen will appoint. And in case none 
of the country be there to buy the said fish, or any part thereof, 
by the space of one hour, that then the said fishers shal be at 
liberty to sel the same to any jowtar, or other, to their most 
advantage, as they and the buyers may agree. 

Item, When the fisher or jowtar bring any fish to the market, 
that then they sel the same at reasonable, prices, or els at such 
prices as the mayors and chief officers of the same town shal 
appoint. 


6. AN ACTE TO RESTRAYNE CARRIENG OF CORNE VICTUALS AND 
WOOD OVER THE SEA (1 & 2 PHILIP AND MARY, C. 5), 1500. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. IV., Pt. I., pp. 243-44. ] 


Wheras sundry good Estatutes and Lawes hathe bene made 
within this Realme in the time of the Quenes Highnes most 
noble Progenitoures, that none shoulde transporte carrye or 
conveye out of this Realme into any place in the parties beyonde 
the Seas, any Corne Butter Chese or other Victuall, (Except 
onely for the vitailing of the Towne of Caleis Hames and 
Guisnes and the Marches of the same), upon divers greate 
paynes and forfeitures in the same conteyned: That notwithe- 
standing, many and sundrye covetous and unsatiable persons 
seking their onely lucers and gaynes, hathe and dayly dothe 
carye and convey innumerable quantitie aswell of Corne Chese- 
Butter and other Victuall, as of Wood, out of this Realme into 
the parties beyonde the Seas ; By reason wherof, the sayd Corne 
Vyctuall and Wood arre growen unto a wonderfull dearthe and 
extreame pryses, to the greate detryment of the Common wealthe 
of this your Highnes Realmeand your faithefull subjectes of the 
same: For Remedie wherof, It may please your Highnes that it 
may be enacted and be it enacted by your Highnes [etc.], That 
no maner of person or persons after the xx daye of Januarye 
next comming, shall carye and transporte out of this Realme, by 
any Shippe, Craier or other Vessell whatsoever, into any place 
in the parties beyonde the Seas or into the Realme of Scotlande, 
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any Wheate Rie Barley or other Corne or Grayne growing 
within this Realme, or any Maulte made within the same, or 
any Bere Butter Chese Hearing or Wood, (Except onlye to and 
for the victualing and furniture of the Townes of Callys Hammes 
and Guisnes and to the Towne of Barwick and the Marches of 
the same), without sufficient and lawfull aucthoritie so to doo, 
upon the paines and penalties hereafter ensuing ; that ys to saye, 
thowner and owners of the sayd Shippes and other Vessells to 
forfaite the said Shippes Craiers and other Vessels, with all their 
apparelles to them and every of them belonging, wherin the said 
Corne Butter Chese Hearing Victuall or Wood shall be so 
transported and caried ; and the Owners and Owner of the said 
Corne Butter Chese Hearing and Woodd to forfeite the doble 
value of the same so caryed and conveied, and the Master and 
Mareners of the said Shippes Craiers and Vessels for evrey suche 
Offence to forfeite all their Gooddes, and to be imprisoned by 
the space of one whole yeare without Baile or Maynprise. 

[Like penalties on carrying corn &c in boats to be shipped for 
exportation. ] 

And be it enacted by thaucthoritee aforesaid, That yf any 
person or persons shall obteine of the King and Quenes 
Majesties, their heires or successoures, or any of them, any 
Lycence to cary and transporte any Corne Victuall or Wood 
into any parties beyonde the Seas, that if he or they to whom 
any suche Licence shalbe granted, or any other to whom such 
person or persons having suche licence shall give grante or sell 
his or their said Licence unto, shall cary and conveye or cause 
to be caried and conveyed any more Corne Victuall or Wood 
then shall be conteined in his or their said Licence, shall forfeite 
the treble value of the said Corne Victuall or Wood so caried 
and transported without sufficient aucthoritee, and shall suffer 
Imprisonement for one whole yeare in the common Gaole wher 
he shall bee apprehended, ther to remaine without Baile or 
Maineprise. 

[Persons licenced to export corn &c shall lade at one place 
only.] 

[Justices of the Peace may determine offences. ] 

Provided Alwaies and Be it enacted by thaucthorite aforesaid, 
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That at all time and times hereafter when the common price of 
Corne within this Realme is, that Wheate shall not excede the 
price of vj s. viij d. the Quarter, and Rye iiij s. the Quarter, and 
Barlye iijs. the Quarter, it shalbe lawfull to every person and 
persons to carye and transporte over the Sea to any Place 
beyonde the Seas at their pleasure, and of the said kindes of 
Corne, so that it be not to the King and Quenes Enemies. 

[Proviso for victualling ships. | 

[Proviso for the Admiralty jurisdiction.] 


7, AN ACTE TOWCHING BADGERS OF CORNE AND DROVERS OF 
CATTELL TO BFE LYCENSED (5 ELIZ. c. 12), 1563. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. [V., Pt. I., pp. 439-41.] 


Where in the Session of Parliament holden upon Prorogacion 
at Westminster the xxiij*® daye of January in the fifthe yere of 
the Reigneof our late Sovereigne Lorde Kynge Edwarde the Syxte, 
amonges other thinges it was enacted,! That whatsoever person 
or persons after the firste daye of Maye then ensuyng shoulde 
engrosse or get into his or their Handes by buieng contracting 
or promise taking, (other than by Demise Grant or Lease of 
Lande or Tythe), any Corne growing in the Fieldes or any other 
Corne or Grayne Butter Cheese Fishe or other dead Victualles 
whatsoever within the Realme of Englande, to thintent to sell 
the same agayne, shalbee accepted reputed and taken an unlau- — 
full Engrosser or Engrossers;; with a Proviso and Ordinance 
conteyned in the same Acte that yt shoulde be laufull to every 
person or persons beyng a Common Badger Lader Kydder or 
Carryer which shalbee licensed assigned and allowed theronto 
by three Justices of the Peace of the Countie where the said 
Badger Lader Kidder or Carrier shall dwell, which shall sell or 
delyver in open Faire or Markett or to any other Victualler or 
to any other person or persons for the Provisyon of his or their 
House or Houses all suche Corne Fyshe Butter or Cheese as 
any suche person or persons shall buye or cause to bee bought, 


15.& 6 Edward VI. c. 14 (Stats. of the Realm, Vol, IV., Pt, I., pp, 
148-50). 
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and that within one monethe next after he or they shall so buy 
any suche Corne Greyne Butter or Cheese so that the same 
shalbee bought without Forestalling, shall not bee in any wise 
demed adjudged or taken any Offence contrarye to the sayd 
Acte ; And where also yt ys provided and enacted by the same 
Acte of Parliament, That yt shalbee laufull to all and every 
person and persons, known for a Common Drover or Drovers, 
being licensed aucthorised and allowed in writyng by the Justices 
of the Peace, wherof one to bee of the Quorum, of the Countie or 
Counties wher the same Drovour or Drovers shalbee most 
abiding and dwelling, to buy Cattell in suche Shires or Counties 
wher Drovers have bene wonte in tymes past accustomably to 
buy Cattell at their free Libertie and Pleasure, and to sell the 
same agayn; And that yt shalbee laufull to every person or 
persons, which shalbee assigned and alowed by three Justices 
of the Peace of the Countie where he shall dwell, to buy (other- 
wise then by forestalling) Corne Grayne or Cattell, to be trans- 
ported or carried by Water from any Parte or Place within this 
Realme or Wales, unto any other Port or Place within the said 
Realme or Dominions; as in the said Acte amongst other 
Thinges dothe appeare: Since the making of which Acte suche 
a greate number of persons, seking onely to lyve easelye and to 
leave theyre honest Labour, have and doo dailye seeke to bee 
alowed and lycensed to the said Offices or Doings, being most 
unfitte and unmeete for those Purposes, and also verie hurtfull 
to the Common wealthe of this Realme, aswell by thinhansing 
the prices of Corne and Grayne and other the said Victualles as 
also by the diminishing of the nomber of good and necessarye 
Housbandmen, which said nomber of Drovers of Cattell and 
Badgers Laders Kidders and Carryers of Corne and Grayne are 
many ‘Times without good Orders and due Consideracion 
assigned. and allowed therunto, to the greate Prejudice of the 
Common wealthe: In Consideration whereof Bee it enacted 
[etc.], That no Drover of Cattell Badger Lader Kidder Carrier 
Buyer or Transporter of Corne or Grayne Butter or Cheese bee, 
_ from or after the Feast of Haster nexte after the first daye of 
this presente Parliament, licensed admitted assigned or alowed 
to those offices or doinges, or to any of them, but only in the 
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generall and open Quarter Sessions of the Peace to bee holden 
in the Shire where such person or persons so to be admitted 
[etc.] dothe or shall dwell, and hathe or shall have dwelled there 
by the Space of Three Yeres nexte before the Teste of his said 
Liycense; And that no person or persons after the first Daye 
of Maye next comming, bee admitted to the said offices or 
doinges, or to any of them, but suche onely as bee or have bene 
married Men, and shalbee at the tyme of suche Lycense to bee 
granted Housholders, and not Howshold Servauntes nor Re- 
teiners to anny person or persons, and of thage of therty yeres 
at the leaste; And that all Lycences being made and granted as 
ys abovesaid shall have continuance and bee good onely for one 
yere next after the date therof and for no more or longer tyme: 
Whiche said Lycenses and every of them shall beare date of the 
Day and Place where the said Sessions shalbee holden, and 
shalbee signed and sealed with the proper Handes and Seales 
of three of the said Justices of the Peace being presente at the 
‘same Sessions at the least, wherof one to be of the Quorum; 
upon payne that every person or persons that shall take any 
License contrary to this Ordinance, to lose and forfeit to our 
Sovereigne Ladye the Quene her Heires and Successoures five 
poundes Sterling; and that all Licences made and granted or 
hereafter to be made and granted otherwise then is before ex- 
pressed, shall from and after the said first day of Maye next 
comming bee voyde and of none Hffecte. 

And further bee yt enacted by thaucthoritee aforesayd, That 
the Justices of the Peace in the sayd Generall and Open Sessions 
shall or may by their discretions take Bonde and Suretie from 
tyme to time by Recognisance of suche as shalbee admitted or 
allowed hereafter a common Drover of Cattell [etc.] that they 
nor any of them shall by colour of‘ his or their Licence Forestall 
or Hngrosse or otherwyse practise or doo any Acte or Thinge 
contrary to the tenour and true meaning or in defrauding the 
said former Estatute or of any Matter or Thinge therin conteyned. 
[Licence and security to be registered with the Clerk of the Peace.] 

[Such dealers not to buy out of open fair or market unless 
under express licence.] 


(Justices of Peace in Sessions may determine offences. ] 
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[Corporations may licence their purveyors. ] 

[Proviso in favour of the inhabitants of Westmoreland, 
Cumberland, Lancashire, Cheshire and Yorkshire, who may do as 
they have heretofore lawfully done.] 


8. PRESENTMENTS OF AN UNLICENSED CORN BADGER, AN EN- 
GROSSER OF GRAIN, AND AN INNKEEPER CHARGING EXCESSIVE 
PRICES, 1573-88. 


[Middlesex Guildhall, General Sessions of the Peace Rolls, 182 (No. 1), 
183 (No. 15), 276 (No. 48). ] 


[1573.] Juratores pro domina Regina presentant quod 
Nicholus Gibbes de Harmondesworthe in comitatu Middlesex, 
husbandman, ultimo die Augusti anno regni Elizabethe dei 
gratia Anglie Francie et Hibernie Regine fidei defensoris [&c.] 
xx, et diuersis aliis diebus et vicibus antea et postea apud 
Harmondesworthe predictum, exercebat officium et auocationem 
emptoris et venditoris grani vocati badgers, loders, kydders or 
carriers of corne or graine, in contemptu dicte domine Regine et 
contra formam statuti inde editi et prouisi etc. 

[1574.] Juratores pro domina Regina presentant quod Willel- 
mus Smythe nuper de Acton in comitatu Middlesex predicto, 
labourer, octavo die Octobris anno regni domine Hlizabethe dei 
gratia Anglie [etc.] xv‘? apud Acton predictum, emebat de Ra- 
dulpho Cokerell Rectore de Acton predicto octo carectatas Tritici 
in garbis tunc existentes ad valentiam sexdecim librarum, 
septem carectatas siliginis in garbis tunc existentes ad valen- 
tiam quatuordecim librarum, et decem carectatas Avenarum in 
garbis tunc existentes ad valentiam decem librarum, ea in- 
tentione ad vendendam granam inde provenientem existentem 
ad yalentiam quadraginta librarum legalis monete Anglie, ac 
eandem granam tunc et ibidem ingrossabat contra formam 
statuti in huiusmodi casu editi et prouisi. 

[1588.] Juratores pro domina Regina presentant quod Willel- 
mus Goughe de Islington in Comitatu Middlesex Inholder 
septimo die Marcii anno regni Elizabethe dei gratia [etc.] et 
diuersis aliis diebus et vicibus antea et postea, in domo sua 
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mansionali apud Islington predictum communiter vendidit et 
utterauit vinum diuersis personis ignotis ultra precium per 
statutum inde editum et prouisum limitatum et appunctuatum, 
videlicet viginti gallones vini vocati Gascoyne wine, iuxta 
ratam iis. pro quolibet gallone et viginti gallones vini vocati 
sacke iuxta ratam iiis. iiijd. pro quolibet gallone, sine aliqua 
licencia vel warantia legittima, contra formam statuti inde editi 
et prouisi. 


9. INQUIRY OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL AND REPLY OF THE LORD 
MAYOR CONCERNING THE FOOD SUPPLY OF THE CITY OF 
LONDON, 23 mManRcH,: 1574. 


[N. S. B. Gras, Evolution of the English Corn Market (1915), 
pp. 450-54.] 


Articles to be answered by the Lord Maior of the cytie of 
london and his brethren. 


(1) First what grayne have you of the provision of the Citie or 
brought of all sorts and what quantitie of every sorte and 
in what garners and where is the same bestowed. 

(2) What quantitie will your Garneres kepe. 

(3) What Quantitie hath bene usually for the most parte kepte 
in your Garneres. 

(4) What provision of Corne have you made synce mychaellmas 
and from whence have you made the said provision and 
when do you expecte the Arryvall thereof at the Citie. 

(5) What severall prices have you paied for the said Corne 
particulerlie in every place and severally of every sorte and 
in what shyres within this realme and from whence out of 
this Realme is the same bought, 

(6) What quantitie of your provision is spent and what quantitie 
is to come. 

(7) What mediam have you made of the price of the severall 
sorte of the saide corne and what assise have you sett to the 
bakers and brewers in that behalf; howe doth the Assise 
that nowe is in the moneth of march vary from that which 
was in decembre or January, 
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(8) What Quantitie of breadcorne for bread and of malte for 
drink is weekly spent in the terme tymes and out of the 
terme tymes. 

(9) What nombre of Corn bakers and brewers are in the Citie and 
howe many of them have Any store of there owne. 

(10) To understand from suche as keepe comon ovens howe 
muche weekely is baked by pryvate persons of their own 
provisions. 

(11) That the maior do declare what entension they have here- 
after to amende this error in lack of provision of bread- 
corne. 

(12) That it be enquyred what quantitie of breadcorne and 
meale hath come to the citie synce michaellmas, howe 
muche by lande and howe moche by water, howe moche of 
the Cities provision and how moche by others. 


Thanswere of the L. Maior and his brethren unto tharticles 
delivered by your honors. 


(1) We say for Answere that in the bridgehouse there is nowe 
in wheate 1212 quarters, in Rye 231 quarters, in barley 
521 quarters, in otes 10 quarters, in malt 6 quarters, in 
toto—2034 quarters. 

In the white bakers hands in wheate and meale in there 
houses 2174 quarters. 

In the brown bakers hands in mestelyn 251 quarters. 

In the brewers hands in malt and drink corne 3519 quarters 
and :n wheate 148 quarters. 

(2) We say there is the bridge house which will kepe the Corne 
beinge dry and perfecte 6000 quarters and beinge not per- 
fectlye Inned skant 4000 quarters. Also bridwell aptely 
may kepe 2000 quarters in toto. 

(3) We say there hath bene kept comenlie in the garneres of 
bridghous of the Cities provision some yeres 1200 and some 

- yeres 1500 quarters, and at this whitsontide last past there 
was in provision there 1500 quarters, which was converted 
into meale to serve and furnyshe the markets. 

(4) We say we have made provision of all sorts of grayn synce 
michaelmas last 2903 quarters, as well the place where 
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the same was made and bought as the severall kinds of 
grayne by the masters of the bridghouse his booke reddy 
to be shewed at large dothe appere, of which some there 
is yet to come not received 869 quarters the Aryvall wherof 
we dailie expecte four, and above 500 quarters of wheat pro- 
vided and paied for in the countie of Sussex, and there 
remayneth the transportacon whereof we are denyed. 

More the whyte bakers have bought and provided synce 
michaelmas last 31861 quarters of wheate, whereof spent 
28600, now Remaynynge in the hands 2174, and more 
they have to receive which they have bargayned for 1087 
quarters. 

More the brown bakers have bought and provided synce 
michaelmas last of mastlyn 2637 quarters, whereof spent 
2262 quarters, remayninge in there garneres 251 quarters, 
more they have to receyve which they have bargayned for 
124 quarters. 

More the poor housholders have baked in their comon 
ovens synce mychaelmas last 7956 quarters. 

More synce mychaelmas last spent by the cooke and 
bought in the meale markets 416 quarter. 

More synce michaelmas last bought and provided by the 
brewers 62548 quarters of all sorts of grayne, whereof spent 
in brewinge synce michaelmas last in malt 52000 quarters, 
more in wheate to brewe stronge beare 5200 quarters, re- 
mayninge in there garneres of malt 3519 quarters, bargayned 
for to be received in malt 1681 quarters, wheate remayning 
in there garners to brewe the said stronge beare 148 
quarters. 

(5) We say the particular price of all sorts of grayne and where 
they were bought do at large appere in the bridgehouse 
book, in the white bakers booke, in the brown bakers booke, 
and in the brewers booke, noes bookes are redy to be 
shewed. 

The provision of the cookes of the most parte hath bene 
bought in the meale markets at uncerteyn price and also the 
provisions bakers in the comon ovens synce michaelmas 
last was bought in the meale markets at uncerten price out 
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of the Realme, the price beinge so high and the tyme so pres- 
synge we could not make provision. 

(6) We say that this is fully Answered in the 4 article. 

(7) We say that this shall fully appere in the bridghouse booke 
and in the bakers books, and the Assise given to the bakers 
was at Simon & Judes day last 14 oz.; the bakers not able 
so to live, upon there complaynte and upon dewe tryall made 
by us, we suffred them to bake at 14, 13 and 12 oz. the penny 
lofe, the price of the barrell of beare was and ys yet 4s., not 
raysinge the same because we thought good to Avoyde an 
evell custome; the Assize of bread in decembre then was 
and now is all one. 

(8) We say that there is spente in the terme tyme wekelie in 
breadcorne 2571 quarters and out of the terme 1409 quarters. 

Be it remembred that we thinke somewhat more ys spent 
baked in mens own private houses whereof we cannot set 
down any certenty. 

The brewers do spend wekely for there stronge bere 200 
quarters of whete and in malt 2000 quarters at the least. 

(9) We say that the nombre of white bakers within the Citie 
and liberties are 62 and the nombre of broun bakers are 36. 

And the nombre of Aile brewers are 58 and the nombre of 
beare brewers are 33 in toto. 

(10) We say that there is baked wekely in Comon ovens by 
private persons bought in the meale markets 306 quarters. 

(11) We say that the Citie hath bene cheiflie furnished with all 
kinds of grayne for provision of the same from the shires 
lyinge westward from the Citie and Aptlye conveied to the 
Citie as well by land as by the river of Tames as also from 
Kent Sussex Dorsetshire Hampshier Essex Suffolk and 
Norfolk, and not out of any forreyn parte but upon a sudden 
and mere extremytie ; and for the better furneshinge of the 
Citie hereafter, havinge your honors favor and licence to make 
provision in Convenient shiers within the realme, we have 
determyned to have contynually in the store houses and 
garners of this Citie 4000 quarters of wheat and Rye, beinge 
by 2 partes more then heretofore have been accustomed to 
furnishe and stay the meale markets within the Citie at 
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reasonable price, as we have done synce mydsommer last 
and so presently do contynewe. 

(12) We say we cannot set doune certenly what quantitie be of 
breadcorne and meale hath come to the Citie synce michael- 
mas last but suer we are theese parcels followinge have 
come to the Citie, viz. to the bridge house 2903 quarters, to 
the white bakers 26761 quarters, to the broun bakers and 
common ovens 10593 quarters, to the Cookes 416 quarters, 
to the Brewers in wheate consumed in brewinge of stronge 
drink 5200 quarters ; to the rest of this Article (because of 
comynge of corne to the Citie by land is uncerten) we 
cannot make any certen Answere unto. 

Corne bought and provided for the Cities necessitie at 
Danske reddy now to be shipped 8000 quarters, whereof 
is in wheate 6000 quarters and in Rye 2000 quarters, which 
will stand the Citie in all charges, the Wheate 26s. the 
quarter at the least, and the Rye 21s. the quarter at the 
least, which we trust in god will come in saftie. 


Whereas your honors latelie declared unto us the great mys- 
lykinge of the quenes majestys in the government of this Citie 
of london for the sellinge and utteringe of musty and unholsome 
breade within the said Citie, it is no litle greif unto us that her 
highnes or your honors should have any just cause’to take 
offence with us, trustinge that fault will not be found to be 
Comytted within the liberties of the Citie of london, we having 
purposely made diligent examynacon and searche cannot fynd any 
suche fault comytted within our liberties; we have not delivered 
any of our provision of corne out of the bridghouse unto the 
bakers this yere past. True it is we lately had a smale quantitie 
of wheate taken into the bridghouse, which had taken some 
heate abord in one of our shipps, beinge not uttered into the 
markets for breade corne, which we have done and do use to 
sell to the brewers, so that our bakers have not nor have had 
any wheate of us musty or unkindly, whereby any suche faults 
shuld happen. Humbly desyringe your honours to be meane 
for us unto the quenes Majeste to have good likinge of the 
government of the state of her highnes citie, and we dutiefuly 
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withall delygence will endevour ourselves to our uttermost of 
our powers to do our dueties for the mayntenence of good 
orders and punyshment of offence within this Citie, which 
we trust shalbe to her Majeste good lykinge and your honors 
good contentacon. 


10. LICENCE TO EXPORT GRAIN IN TIME OF PLENTY, 11 Oct., 
1579. 


[Acts of the Privy Council, Vol. XI. (1578-80), pp. 282-83.] 


A letter to the Commissioners for the Restrainte of Graine 
and Victualls within the countye of Devon signifieng unto them 
that the Queen’s Majestie, being informed of the greate plenty of 
grayne this yeare within that county of Devon, not only suffi- 
cient for the inhabitauntes but are able to spare a convenient 
quantitie for others, is well pleased that William Curtis, citizen 
of London, should be lycenced to transport three hundred 
quarters of wheate into Spaigne or Portingall, returning for the 
same so muche salt, whereof that country hathe some lacke at 
this presente ; they are therefore required to geve order that the 
said William Curtis, or the bringer hereof, may be served of the 
said proporcion of wheate as conveniently may be without en- 
hansing of the prices or troubling of the markettes, taking heed 
that under collour hereof no greater number be transported than 
is appointed, for which cause it is thought convenient that they 
should appointe some trustie person to have care from tyme to 
tyme to such as shall have like licences; and so having taken 
bandes that within foure monthes after the same wheate or any 
parte thereof shalbe transported he shall bring into the same 
county so much salte for the benefitte thereof, to thintent that 
paying the custome he may be suffered to transporte the said 
three hundred quarters accordingly. 


VOL. I. 11 
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11. PETITION FROM THE INHABITANTS OF NORFOLK AGAINST THE 
RESTRAINT ON THE EXPORTATION OF CORN, c. 1580-1603. 


[The Stiffkey Papers 1580-1620, ed. H. W. Saunders (Camden Soc., 
1915), pp. 131-33.] 


In most humble wise do shew unto your gracious Maiestie 
wee your obedient subjectes whose names be herunder written 
in the behalf of our contrey the county of Norffolk, That wheras 
the Shire is verie large and the whole being devided into partes 
more then three therof is esteemed to be imployed for tilledge, 
and the onely markett for their corne in the tyme of plentye 
hath ben the vent therof into foreign partes. And upon the 
transportacon there hath ben taken hertofore for lycense and 
custome of wheate [blank] the quarter and for barley and malt 
[blank]. And the favour of the officers then was suche 
as thei did passe for 100 qrs. 200 qrs. sometymes 300 qrs. 
There is at this present so great care and diligence used by the 
overseers of the Portes as the merchantes hath no allowaunce 
to passe more than he paieth for and the custome and lycense of 
every quarter of wheat transported is increased to [blank] and of 
every quarter of Barley and Malt [lank]. Wherby the charge 
is become so great as few or none do transport. And thus 
through the want of our markett, which is the vent, the prices of 
all corne be utterly overthrowen, And this hath contynued this 
yeare and more. And these inconveniences following do ap- 
parently arise. ; 

1. First a great nomber of fermours who have in thes late 
yeares hyrid landes both of noblemen, gentil, and others shalbe 
utterly undon seing thei shall not be able to paie ther rentes 
and defraie ther other charges yf the prices of corne be over- 
throwen. 

2. Secondly as the high prices of corne are knowen to have 
ben a great occasion of increase of tilledge, so the pluckinge 
downe of the price cannot but worke a decaye of tilledge. And 
herby manie mischiefes will ensue, for a multitude of your high- 
nes subjectes will therbie be unsett on worke and being idle will 
fall to comytt many eyil partes and offences against your 
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Lawes, for which many of them are like to be brought to their 
ende. 

3. Thirdly a great impoverishing of your Maiestes subjectes 
will herbie followe for corne is one of the principall comodityes 
within your Highnes Realme, by the vent whereof in tyme of 
plenty treasure is brought in and so dispersed amonst your sub- 
jectes, and it is well knowen that forreign commodityes parte 
wherof your subjectes must use, are sold at high prices. And if 
our owne commodityes shall therwith be kept at lowe prices your 
Highnes subjectes must therbie become poore, and so be unable 
to aunswer their subsidies, and to defraye other necessary 
charges, which are laid upon them for the defence of your 
Realme, for your highnes Subsidies will not be aunswered by the 
wealthes of particler persons, wherof there be manye like to be 
rich within your Realme, but the same must be gathered out of 
the wealthes of the ‘multitude. 

4, Forthly this want of vent of corne will worke a great 
hinderaunce to your Highnes navigacon in these northern 
partes especially, which frontereth upon the lowe contryes, 
bicause a nomber of shippes togither with their marryners be 
unsett on worke, so as the Skottes come and buy up many of 
our best shippes, and therbie growe stronge by sea, and your 
Realme the weaker. And this thei are able to do, seing thei 
have great trade, and (as themselves do affirme) do passe away 
wheat out of Scotland into forreign Realmes at xij s. the quarter 
for all maner custome and lycense. 

5, Fiftly your highnes Subjectes in this corner of your Realme 
are much grieved with this want of vent for their corne, yea so 
farre forth, as the payment of ten subsidies and taskes to be 
paid yearly one after another would not worke a more discon- 
tentment in them and it is our duties to make this knowen unto 
your highnes, that your gracious wisdome maie in tyme consider 
for the redresse of it. 

Her Maiestie by her prerogative may impose what shee and Objeccons 
her Counsell holdeth fitt, for the sufferaunce of anie commodity ~ 


1 The following was pinned to the above, 
alae 


Aunswer. 


Objeccon 2. 


Aunswer. 


Objeccon3. 


Aunswer 
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of her Realme to be passed out of the same, and it is not the 
dutie of subjectes to comptroll her therin, or to fynde fault with 
it. 

It is to be confessed, that her Maiestie de jure may do this: 
But it is also to be considered that the actions of this lief are 
not onely to be ruled de jwre, seing there is another lawe, which 
yealdeth this rule, quid licet, non expedit. And how expedient 
it is to have these things on and gon forward with, in regard 
either of honour to her Maiestie or benefytt to the Comon wealth 
ys to be considered upon. And it standeth with the dutie of 
subjectes either by peticon to her Maiestie or openly in Parlia- 
ment to declare their grievances herin. 

Her Maiesties purpose herbie is not to drawe this losse to her 
Subjectes, but hopeth in tyme to have it sen, That whatsoever is 
herin taken of her Subject, shalbe drawen from the Stranger, 
and herin shee followeth the example of other princes, who do 
the like, and in our owne experience, as of wyne and other com- 
modityes, wee, to whome the same is brought from beyonde the 
seas, do paie for it in the reckoning. 

What tyme will worke is uncertayne: But it is apparaunt in 
the meane tyme a nomber of persons will herby be undon, and 
how fitt it is without provision for their safetye, to enterprise 
and put forward this upon the former expectacon, may well be 
doubted of, seing good thinges are not to be brought to passe 
without good meanes and the meschiefes are so apparaunt, as 
the good which otherwise may ensue therof is more like to 
drawe a curse then a blessing. 

The necessity, which her Maiestie hath to maynteyne her 
charge both by sea and also in aiding forreign princes her 
neighbours, doth inforce her to use the same meanes which 
other princes do for the mayntenaunce of their warres, and seing 
thei are approved in the corse, whie shold her Maiestie be found 
fault with. 

Hereunto it may be said that according to this rule lege 
vivimus non exemplis, the accons of other princes is not a suffi- 
cient grownd to prove what ought to be don with us. Also this 
difference is betwen them and us. Ther governours do it for 
the upholding of their owne estate, wee for the aide and relieving 
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of other estates and not our owne. Further the compassion 
which wee ought to have of the distressed estates of others doth 
not tye us to'yeald them relief further then our owne ability 
doth reache unto, and if her Maiestie be not able to give that 
aide which is demaunded or looked for without the undoing of 
her owne Subjectes there is no bonde to tye her to the same and 
some other meanes of the same may be devised must be found 
out. And it is thé pleasure and good will of God to bringe 
good thinges to passe by good and lawfull meanes, neither ought 
anie person herbie to inferre that the aide which is geven to 
forreign States were repyned at seing it is a most honorable 
and just action and yet ought alwaies to be performed by 
just meanes. 

In consideracon of the former reasons wee humbly upon our 
knees beseech your Highnes favour that direccon maie be given 
for the abatement of the charge of lycense wherebie your Sub- 
jectes maie have a more free liberty to transport this their com- 
modity of corne And there cannot be performed a thinge more 
generally to their contentacon, Wherin your Maiestie shall 
greatly wynne the love of your people. And thei rest contynu- 
ally bounde to commende in their prayers to God the longe con- 
tynaunce of your Maiesty government over them. 


12. FORCED SALE OF A FOREIGN CARGO OF GRAIN IN TIME OF 
SCARCITY, 1597. 


[Acts of the Privy Council, Vol. XXVIII. (1597-98), p. 167.] 


[3 Dec. 1597.] A letter to Mr. Dr. Cxsar, Mr. Dr. Parkins, 
Alderman Halliday and Alderman Hampden: Whereas Martin 
Frederico, a merchant of Venice, hath procuration from the 
Signiory of Venice to followe a cause concerning certayne corne 
that was sold out of the St. Agatha Morisina, which shipp was 
the last yeare driven into Portesmouth, and in regard of the 
great scarsety at that tyme within the realme a good quantity 
thereof after appraysement was sold for the use of the in- 
habytantes of Portesmouth, Southampton and the contrey there- 
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aboute. Forasmuch as the said Frederico doth complayne that 
the corne was undervalued, sold at lowe prices and that there is 
a greate parte wanting and of other abuses in the Commys- 
sioners appointed to sell the same, theis shalbe to require you 
to call before you the said Martin Frederico and to see what 
excepcions he can take to the accomptes of Edward Maxey, 
John Caplen, Marke James and Jonas Quarles, and to heare 
what they can alledge and answere also in their behalf, and 
therupon to certefy us what fault upon due examynation of the 
cause you shall finde in their dealing and to the losse of the 
proprietaries, because her Majestie hathe care the Signiory 
should have all the satisfaction in theis causes which in equity 
ought to be afforded unto them. 


13. REGULATION OF THE YARMOUTH HERRING TRADE, 1597. 


[Acts of the Privy Council, Vol. XXVIII. (1597-98), 
pp. 130-31, 134-35, 138. ] 


[18 Nov. 1597.] A letter to the Bailyfes of Yarmouth and 
other officers of the porte. Whereas upon a request made unto 
us by the Lord Maior and Aldermen of the cytty of London that 
by reason the herring fishinge fell out this yere lesse plentifull 
then in other yeres they besought us to staie the transportacion 
of all manner of herringes untill wee might be advertized from 
you of the store this fishinge did yeeld, and sithence havinge 
receaved a certificate from you that the quantity allready taken 
was to the nomber of 1388 lasts, and sithence the certificate 
100 lasts was come in and more dailie ys taken and brought on 
land, wee acquainted the Maior with your certificate and the 
peticions bothe of the merchaunts that trade to Levant and into 
Fraunce with redd herringes, and thereuppon the Lord Maior 
with conference with them and the Wardens of the Fishemongers 
hath certified us that there maie well be spared the quantytie of 
388, whereof 250 lasts maie be allowed to the Levant merchauntes 
and the remaynder to be dysposed to the Frenche merchauntes 
trading to Rochell. These shalbe therefore to require you to 
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permytt Robert Cobb and Elys Kynerston to transporte 50 lasts of 
herringes to Rochell, and Humfrey Basse and Otwell Smithe 
88 lasts to Roane, beinge Frenche merchauntes. 

[20 Noy. 1597.] A letter to the Bailifes and other officers of 
the porte of Yarmouthe. . . . Forasmuch as you do certefy unto 
us that a greater quantity [of herrings] maie be spared, and theis 
three peticions have bene sithence delivered unto us by Thomas 
Barnes, Dominico Bernado and his consortes and William 
Kellett that have made provision of fyfty lastes a peece for eache 
of them and theire parteners in three other shippes, theis shalbe 
likewyse to require you to permitt them to transporte the 
quantity aforesaid of one hundreth and fyfty lastes according to 
their requestes, which wee send you herewithall, they and the 
rest bringing certyficate that they have entred bondes for the 
retorne of their shippes by suche a day as I, the Lord Admyrall, 
shall appoint. So fare you well. 

[22 Nov. 1597.] A letter to Nicholas Smithe, Customer of 
Yermouthe. Whereas wee are informed by you, the Customer 
of that porte, that those of Zealand and Hollond do ordinaryly 
transporte a good quantity of redd herringes from thence, for the 
which her Majesty hath custome where their ys none at all 
paid of the English marchants, and therefore you thincke one 
hundreth lasts over and besides the quantety for which you have 
order allredy maie conveniently be spared for the straingers to 
transporte, theis shalbe to require you to permitt the said 
straingers to transporte one hundreth last[s], payinge soche 
custome to her Majestie as they are accustomed to do. And so, 
etc. 


14, LICENCE TO A BADGER, 1607. 


[Quarter Sessions Records for the County of Somerset, ed. KE. H. 
Bates (1907), Vol. I., pp. 2-3.] 


At the General Sessions of the Peace holden at Ivelchester on 
the 14th of April, 5 James [1607]. Roger Chaplin of Streat, 
husbandman, is licensed and appointed by the Justices to be 
common lader, badger, kidder, buyer, carrier and transporter of 
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butter & cheese within the said county of Somerset, and the same 
so bought to carry & sell again in any open fair or market within 
the counties of Wilts, Hants & Devon, so that he use & occupy 
the same according to the tenor.& true meaning of the statute 
made & provided against regrators, forestallers & ingrossers, 
etc. This licence to continue for one whole year next after the 
date hereof, etc. 


SECTION IV.—THE TEXTILE INDUSTRIES. 


1. RULES ESTABLISHED FOR THE COMPANY OF WEAVERS, 
TUCKERS, AND SHEARMEN AT EXETER, 1490 (°) 


[City of Exeter Records (Guildhall), D. 1311.] 


To the right Worshipfull the mayre, Aldermen, bayles and 
comynaltie of the Citie and countie of Exeter. 

Mekely desyring and besechyng your good mast[er] shyppes, 
the ffelowshypp and company of the craftes of Wevers, tokers 
and Sheremen withyn the citie and countie of Exon [and] the 
libertie of the same, thatt as well for the comen weale of the 
Sayd citie and good clothe makyng withyn the sayd citie and 
countie of Exeter and libertie of the same, as also for good rule 
and governaunce to be had and kepte yn the sayd citie among 
the same ffelowshipp or company of Wevers, Tookers and 
Sheremen, that it wold please yowe gracyously to consider 
lysence and graunt and establyshe these articles and ordynances 
under written, from hensforthe to be obeyd, observed and kept 
by the sayd ffelowshypp and company of the sayd craftes withyn 
the sayd citie and countie, that is to say :— 

1. Firste that the sayd felowshypp or company of the sayd 
craftes of wevers, tokers and sheremen may have, occupy, use 
and enjoye yerely at there will and plesure a certain chapell 
within thesayd citie and countie of Exon, called the Chapell of 
the assumption of our blessyd lady, and that the sayd ffelowshypp 
and companye of thesayd craftes of wevers, tokers and sheremen 
may in the sayd chapell yerely one time of the yere name, electe 
and chose among themselves one master and too wardens of the 
sayd craftes, and that any suche master and too wardens, then 
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so elected and chosen, yerly uppon the same election in the 
Guyldhall yn open courte theyre before the mayre of the sayd 
citie for the tyme beyng to take and receave an othe that they 
and eny of them shall truely and justly occupy and exercise there 
sayd office accordyngly. 

2. And also that the sayd master and the too Wardens, to- 
gether with other of theyr sayd fellowshypp or company of the 
sayd craftes, may att all tyme and tymes as cases shall require 
and happen assemble theym selfes in thesayd chapell, and there 
to make such usefull ordynances and rules amongest theym 
selfes as they shall thynke moste meatest and convenyaunt for 
the better mayntenaunce, preservation and governaunce of the 
sayd craftes of wevyng, tokyng and sheryng ; so that suche or- 
dynaunces and rules be not prejudicyall hurtfull or against any 
of the liberties, customes and ffraunches of the sayd citie or any 
of the lawes of thys realme. 

3. And also that the master and wardens of thesayd craftes 
for the tyme beyng may yerely att the ffest of the assumption of 
our lady at theyre wyll and plesure hold, mayntayne and kepe 
in honeste maner theire feaste or dinner. 

4. And also that the master and wardens for the tyme beyng, 
for the worshypp of the sayd citie and the honesty of the sayd 
craftes, to have ;erely a newe livery of: one clothyng and of one 
suyte. 

5. Also that eny person beyng of the felowshypp or company 
of the sayd craftes, aswell howsholder as servaunt,-within the 
liberties and ffrauinches of the sayd citie, shalbe always and att 
all tyme and tymes obedyent and obey the sayd master and 
wardens for the tyme beyng, and also to be redy and to com to 
all summons and warnyns att any tyme to be had and made by 
the coommaundant of the sayd master and wardens of the sayd 
craftes for the tyme being, for any manner of causes or matters 
concernyng aswell for the redress, amendment and correction of 
all offenses, trespasses, contemts, negligenses or defautes had 
don or made by any of the sayd fellowshypp or company as for 
the good rule and gyding of the sayd craftes, upon payn to make 
fyne after the discretion of the sayd master and wardens for the 
tyme being; the moyte or halfendell of whiche fyne shalbe to 
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the use of the sayd citie and the other moyte or halfendell to be to 
the use of the sayd fellowshypp toward the mayntenunce of the 
sayd craftes. 

6. Also yf any person of the sayd felowshypp or companyes 
shalbe herafter elected or chosen to be master and wardens of 
the sayd craftes or occupations, and he or they so elected and 
chosen refuse to take upon hym or them to occupy and exercise 
thesayd office for that yere, that then he or they so refusyng or 
denying the exercising of thesayd offyces shall pay and forffayt 
Ellis. ili d., the one half there of to be to the use of the- 
sayd citie and the other moyte to be to the use of thesayd craftes. 

7. Also that no person nor persons, what so ever he or they be 
withyn the sayd citie and liberties of the same, being no citizen 
and ftree of the same craftes, shall hold, occupy and exercise nor 
use any of the said craftes, nor kepe any shoppe within the sayd 
citye for any profytt or advauntage therein to be had except that 
that they and every of theym be lycensed accepted and admitted 
by thesayd master and wardens of the sayd crafte. 

8. Also that no person or persons shall occupy nor use thesayd 
eraftes of weavyng, tokyng or shering withyn the sayd citie, un- 
les he or they have bene prentysed to the sayd craftes and occupa- 
tions, or to one of theym, withyn the sayd citie or els where, nor 
hold, occupy nor exercyse or use any of thesayd craftes nor like- 
wise kepe any shopp withyn the sayd citie for any person and 
advantage therein to be had, except that they and every of them 
be lykewise lisensed, accepted and admitted by thesayd master 
and Wardens, uppon payne to forfayt the some of xxs., the ore 
moyte therof to be to the use of thesayd citie and the other moyte 
to be to the use of thesayd craftes and ffelowshyppe. 

9. Also that no man dwellyng and inhabyting withyn the sayd 
citye and countie, being one of thesayd craftes and ffelowshypp 
and free of the sayd craftes, shall ffrom hensforthe be retayned 
or take any lyvery of any lord or gentilman, uppon payn to 
forfaytt vis. viii d. to be devyded as before is sayd. 

10. Also yf any person or persons of thesayd ffelowshypp or 
companye of thesayd crafte at any tyme herafter wylfully re- 
fuse or deney and will not obey the lawfull commaundements 
of thesayd master and wardens for the tyme beyng, nor will 
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suffer corrections and punishment for suche offences, defautes 
and misdemeners by theym or any of theym committed or don 
[which] by the sayd master and wardens shalbe thought mete 
and convenyant, that then, [on] complaynt thereof to be made 
unto the mayre of thesayd citie for the tyme being by thesayd 
‘master and Wardens of thesayd craftes, he or they so offending 
shalbe committed by thesayd mayre unto the Guyldhall of the- 
sayd citie, and there to remayne in prison untill he or they so 
offending and commytted to warde have made ffyne and agrey- 
ment withe thesayd master and Wardens of the sayd crafte, the 
one half of such ffyne to be to the use of thesayd citie and the 
other moyte to be to the use of thesayd felowshypp and companye 
of thesayd craftes. 

11. Also that every person keping a howse and being a brother 
of the said ffelowship or company of wevers, tokers and 
sheremen, and occupieng any of thesayd craftes of wevying, 
tokyng or shering within thesayd citie, pay or do to be payd 
yerely to the wardens of thesayd craftes for the tyme being 
viii d. for and in the name of their quarterage toward suche charges 
and costes yerely to be supported and maynetayned, conforming 
as well the worshypp of thesayd citie as the honestie, good rule 
and governaunse of the said crafte of Wevers, Tokers and shere- 
men; and that thesaid quarterage of viiid. sterling be levied 
and gethered among the brothers of thesaid crafte by the 
wardens for the tyme being or there deputies quarterly by evyn 
portions, and that eny suche brother shall at the quarter day 
[come] to thesayd Wardens, or to one of theyr deputies, except 
a lawfull excuse, and there pay truely his quarterage, uppon 
pain of xii d. as oft as he or they do contrary, to be devided as is 
above said. 

12. Also that the said master and wardens yerely, the 
morowe next after they have made their Dinner yf they make 
any, or els the morowe next after the election of a new master 
and two wardens of the sayd crafts, as before is sayd, shall 
geve and make unto the sayd new Master and Wardens and 
other of the Felowshypp, when the sayd master and Wardens 
shall call uppon theym a trwe accompt aswell of all suites, 
money and juelles which were delivered unto them at their en- 
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tring in to thoffice, as shall appere by writing, as also to geve 
and make accompt or a true reckenyng of all suche sumes of 
money and other things as they have increased by the tyme 
and space that they occupied the same office, upon paine of 
vis. viii d. the same to be devided as abovesaid. 

13. Also yf any person occupieng the said occupation or 
crattes of wevyng Tooking or Shering within the said Citie and 
the liberties of the same take, retayne, receave or kepe any per- 
son or persons to be apprentice, that then any suche apprentice 
before he be bounden or sett awarke in the said occupation 
shalbe presented by his master that so shall retayne him unto 
the sayd Master and Wardens of the sayd craftes and occupation 
for the tyme being, and there openly to be seen and examinned 
of and uppon his or their Birthes and clenes of their bodies 
and other certen points, for the worshipp of the sayd citie and 
honesty of the sayd craftes, upon payne of vis. viiid. for every 
such apprentice to contrary hereof taken, receaved or not pre- 
sentyd, the one half thereof to be applyed to the use of the sayd 
crafts. 

Qua quidem billa seu petitione lecta, et per predictos Majorem, 
Ballivos et Communitatem plenius intellecta, quia eisdem Majori, 
Ballivis et Communitatibus videtur quod Articuli in dicta Bulla 
sive supplicatione contentt et expressi sunt boni et honestt, udem 
Major, Ballivi et Communitas, Unanimo eorum assensu et voluntate, 
ordinaverunt et decreverunt quod Articult predictt hic morentur 
de Recordo modo et forma quibus petuntur futuris temporibus 
jirmiter observandi. 


2. PROTECTION OF BOROUGH MONOPOLY IN WORCESTERSHIRE 
(25 HEN. vu. c. 18), 1534. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. IIT., p. 459.] 


I. Shewyth unto the Kyng our Soveraigne Lorde and to 
the Lordes Spirituall and temporall and to the Commyns in 
this present parliament assembled, the Citezens Burgeses and 
inhabytantes of the Citie of Worcester and of the Townes of 
Evesham Droitwiche Kedermynster and Bromysgrave within 
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the Countie of Worcester : That where the seid Citie boroughes 
and townes have byn in times past well and substancially 
inhabyted occupyed maynteyned and upholden by reason of 
makyng of wollen clothes called longe clothes, short clothes 
and other clothes aswell whytes blewes and browne blues, and 
the pore people of the same citie borowes and townes and of the 
Countre adjoynyng to theym dayly sett aworke as in spynnying 
cardyng breakyng and sortyng of wolles, and the handy craftes 
there inhabytyng as weavers fullers sheremen and dyers have 
byn well sett a worke and had sufficient lyvyng by the same, 
untill nowe within fewe yeres passed that dyverse persones in- 
habityng and dwellyng in the hamelettes thropes and villages 
adjoynyng to the seid Citie borowes and townes within the seid 
Shire, for theire pryvate welthis singuler advauntages and com- 
modities nothyng regardyng the mayntenaunce and upholdyng 
of the seid Citie Boroughes and townes ne the comen welthe of 
the seid handy cra[f]tes inhabytyng and dwellyng within the seid 
Citie Boroughes and Townes, ne the poore people which had 
lyvyng by the same have not only engrossed and takyn into 
theire handes dyverse and sondre fermes and becomme fermers 
grasiers and husbandmen, but also doo exercise use and occupie 
the mysteries of clothe makyng wevyng fullyng and sheryng 
within theire seid howses, and doo make all maner of clothes as- 
well brode clothes whytys and playne Clothes within theire seid 
howses in the Countres abrode, to the greate decay, depopulacion 
and ruyne of the seid Citie townes and boroughes: For remedy 
wherof and for the amendement good advauncement of the seid 
Citie boroughes and townes, be it enacted by auctorytie of this 
present parliament, that after the last day of September which 
shalbe in the yere of our Lorde God a M!Dxxxyj'i no maner 
person ne persones, of what degree or condicions soo ever he or 
they be of, shall make or cause to be made within the seid Shire 
of Worcester any maner of Wollen clothes to be solde, except only 
suche persons or persone as after the seid last day of Septembre 
shalbe dwellyng and inhabytyng within the seid Citie of Wor- 
cester, the Boroughes and townes of Evesham Droytwyche 
Kyddermynster and Bromesgrove within the seid Countie of 
Worcester, or in any one of theyme: uppon payne of forfayture 
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for every suche brode clothe made after the saide day by any 
persone or persons contrary to the true meanyng of this 
acte xls. 

II. And ferther it is provyded by auctoritie aforseid that the 
Lordes or owners of the meses tenementis or cotages within the 
seid Citie, or any of the townes and boroughes aforeseid, shall 
at noo tyme here after dymytte sette or lette amy mese tene- 
mente or cotage sufficiently repayred within the seid Citie 
boroughes or townes before lymytted, to any person or persones 
that hereafter shall inhabyte in the seid Citie Boroughes or townes 
and exercysyng any of the seid mysteryes or craftes, at any 
higher rente imposicion or charge then was geven for the same 
at any tyme within xx4 yeres next before the makyng of this acte 
only excepte .. . [sic.]. 

III. Provyded alway that this acte be not hurtfull ne preju- 
diciall to any person or persons for makyng any Clothes for 
theire owne wearyng theire childern or servauntes weryng. 

IV. Also provyded that in the seide Citie and every towne and 
Borough aforeseid there shalbe due serche rade of every suche 
clothe before seid there made, and that they be meated bothe 
lenght and brede being wete frome the mylne and before they be 
sett upon the Rake and dryed, and that they shalbe sealed with 
the seale of the sercher of the same Citie Towne or Borough, 
whiche seale shall have a stamp conteynyng the true nombres for 
the length and brede of the same clothe being wette, in payne of 
forfaytyng for every cloth put to seale not havyng the seid 
seale of the sercher xxs. And the sealer to forfayte for every 
clothe by him serched and sealed contrary to the true meanyng 
of this acte vj s. viij d., the one halfe of the seid forfettes to be to 
the Kynge our Soveraigne Lorde and the other half to the partie 
that wyll sue for the same in any of the Kynges Courties by 
wrytt of dett byll playnt or informacion, in which accions or ac- 
cion the defendantes or defendaunt shall not wage theire lawe 
ne any essoyne or protection shalbe alowed. And the sercher 
shall have for the serchying and sealyng of every clothe j d. and 


not above. 
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3. A CAPITALIST CLOTHIER IN OXFORDSHIRE, 1538. 
[R. H. Gretton, The Burford Records, pp. 655-56.] 


4 March. Thomas Cade to Thomas Cromwell. 


Plecythe ytt your good lordshyp to be advertysed thatt T am 
Informyd by thys Berar thatt he hathe entryd communicacion 
wythe Master Rytche and oder Commyssionars to the kynges 
hyghnes and hathe made sewt to them to take to ferm certeyn 
landes mylles pasturs medows and waters wythe oder com- 
modities belonginge to the same, late in use off the kynges 
monastery off abyngdon now in the possession off the kynges 
sayd hyghnes, and for hys further spede in the premisses he 
Intendythe to make sewt to your lordshyp and hathe made me 
Desyr to be peticioner and sewter to your sayd gode lordchyp 
for hym and hathe gode trust thatt the rather att my pore 
contemplacioun you wylbe the better lord to hym and be the 
rather content to here hys resonabull sewtes. And soo, gode my . 
lord, I moste hartylye beseche yow, and soo beynge ye schalbe 
assured off my contynewell prayer duringe my schori lyff, and 
over thatt, my lord, ye schall have hym redy att all tymes aswell 
in hys own person as also wythe xx tall men att hys leadynge to 
serve the kynges hyghnes att yowre comaundement. My lord, ye 
schall nott fayll to approve hym a very substanciall and just 
man in hys dealings bothe in word and dede, and he settythe in 
occupacione dayly fyve c off the kynges subjetts of all sortys, and 
yff he myght have kardinge and spynnynge he wolde sett many 
moo in worke than he dothe ; for thys I know for trewthe, my lord, 
thatt yff ye be gode lord to hym he wy]ll sett the Inhabitants off 
the kyngs Town off Abyngton yff they woll wyrk, on occupacion, 
soo thatt they schall gayn more in few yeres commynge than 
they have done in xx yeres past. For thys I know, my lord, thatt 
wekely ned constreyneth hym to send to abyngdon hys kart 
lodyn wythe woll to be kardyd and spann, or els many tymes 
hys workmen schuld lak work, and lykewyes he sendythe to 
Strodwater. My lord, I know the man soo substanciall and just 
off hys word and dede thatt ytt gyvethe me Boldnes to wryte in 
hys favour, trustinge, my lord, thatt ye wyll be the better lord to 
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hym att thys my pore sewte, and in soo beynge he schall gyff 
yow xx'l lt. to by yow a sadell and hys servic wythe my dayly 
prayer as knowys best the holy trynite, who ever have yow, my 
lord, in hys blessyd tuicion wythe longe contynewans in Joyous 
Selyate, from Burford on the wold the iiii day off marche wythe 
rude hande of yower daylye orator. 
Thomas Cade. 


4. GRIEVANCES OF WEAVERS OF SUFFOLK AND ESSEX, 1539. 
[S.P., Hen. VIIL, Vol. CLL, f 128-31.] 


. . . my Lorde prevy Seale. 

. . . Complaynyng Shewith vnto your honorable Lordeshipp 
your poore Suppliaun[tes}] [MS. defective] . ... the weyvers of 
wollen Clothes inhabityng in and by all the hede to [MS. defec- 
tive] mooste vsed to be made within the Shyres of Sufffolk] and 
Essex, as Ipeswiche, Hadleighe, Lavenham [MS. defective] 
Barholt, Colchester, and Dedham with other townes therabowte, 
that where as it hath pleased the Kynges highnes tendering the 
publyke welth of this his Realme of Englande, to make certayne 
Actes and statuttes, wheroff one is concernyng the pure and 
true makyng off wollen clothes, in the which it is enactyd that 
the same clothes shall alwayes holde beare and kepe the full Rate 
and Syce bothe of the Length and bredth, wherby your said 
supplyauntes in every clothe alwayes susteynith the more coste, 
Labour, and busynes Dyvers wayes as your good Lordshipp full 
well can consyder, Albe it your said Supplyauntes the weyvers 
cannot attayne nor nothing be allowide for the same at their 
masters the Clothiers handes, By meanes wheroff the occupacion 
of weyving, which is the hede and mooste pure poynt of Clothing, 
is alredy gretly decayed, in so moche that no man in those 
parties will put their children to that occupacion, so that within 
fewe yeres these shires of Suffolk and Essex of weyvers ys lyke 
to be frustrate and voyde. Moreover, moste gracyous Lorde, by 
Reason that the Richmen the clothiers haue their Loomes and 
weyvers and also their fullers dailie workyng within their owne 

yOL. L 12 
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howses, All these your saide supplyauntes, beyng howsholders 
nowe lyuyng, having their wyffes and children, Are many tymes 
destitute of worke. And the lenger they lyue, the more they are 
lyke to growe in to extreme povertie; for the Richmen the 
Clothiers be concludede and Aggreed Amonge themselues to 
holde and pay one pryce for weyving of the saide Clothes, which 
pryce is so litle, that your saide supplyaunttes the weyvers can- 
not with their Labour gett wherwith to susteyne and maynteyne 
theire poore howsholdes, although they sholde worke incessantly 
nyght and day, holy day and worke day, yet your saide subiectes 
for avoyding off Idelnes Are of necessyte compellyd to take their 
worke at the Clothiers owne pryce. By meanes wheroff many 
of your saide Supplyaunttes, that hathe kepte good howsholdes, 
hathe exspendyd and wasted their substaunce, And are glade to 
become other mens servauntis, And many mo of them ys lyke so 
to doo oneles a Reformacion the soner be had in this behalff, off 
all which premysses your saide Supplyaunttes hathe made and 
presentyd a bill in to the parliament howse, But as yet they have 
litle comforte theroff. Pleasith it therfore your honorable lord- 
shipp, of your haboundaunte goodnes and charyte, to be so good 
lorde vnto your said Supplyaunttes as to extend your good 
worde and gracyous helpe towardes the fortherance of the for- 
saide bill presentyd into the parliament howse, so that yt may 
take effecte. And your saide supplyauntes shall Duryng their 
Lyves pray to god for the preservacion of your honorable estate 
long to contynewe. 


5. ESTIMATES OF EXPORTS OF WOOL AND CLOTH AND OF NUMBER 
OF SHEEP: PROPOSALS FOR A SUBSIDY, 6 ocT., 1547. 


[S.P.D., Ed. VL, Vol. IL, No. 13.] 


The profettes of Custome and subsidie of wolle, wolfelles, and 
Clothes, and the Aulnage therof, in the xxviijtt yere of the 
reigne of Kyng Edward the thirde. 

Shipped over the same yere in wolle 
Xxxilij™!pcox sackes which rated at xu s. bg exam li. 
sacke for custome and subsidie amounteth to 
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Shipped over the same yere in folles) 
CCCXLVviij™ ccccLj whiche was Rated at ij d. 
the fell amountithe to 

Shipped over the same yere in Clonee) 
MMlccccLxxxiij which Rated after xiiij d. }oxniiij li. 
the Clothe amountith to | 

The profittes of the ulnage the same yere CccxLiiij 24. iij s. vij d. 

Summa totalis Uxxij™ix¢xLvj li. iij s. vij d. 

Memorandum that here is no difference made Betwene the 
custome of the Straungers and Englyshmen but all Rated after 
one soorte, that ys after xus. the sacke. And so it maye be 
gathered that the profet of the Customes and subsidies wer 
greater. 

The profettes of custome and subsidie of wolle, wolle felles, and 
Clothes, and the aulnage thereof, the xxxviljtt yere of the Raigne 
of Kinge Henry theight. 

Shipped over the same yere in wolle by 
Englyshemenn, m!cxxxyj sackes, and whiche 
rated at xu s. the sacke custome and subsidie 
amounteth to 

Shipped over the same yere by straungers eee 
in ee iooxis es ey aa se aepoxay i i 3 
jij la. xv} s. viij d. the sacke amountith to | a os 

Shipped over the same yere in ds tel 


MMlixe J. 


pesto la. 


Oper acer et ens 
CCCLXiiij™!viij¢xxix, whiche rated at ij d. the ee cae ae 
fell amountithe to ; 

Shipped over the same yere in Clothes | 
CLXxij"xvij, rated after xiiijd. the Clothe ;x™ Lv] Jz. xiij s. ij d. 
amountith to J 

The profettes of the vlnage the same yere DCCLviij li, xiii s. 

Summa totalis xvij™vij°xniij° Ja. xv s. iiij d. 

And so it appareth that Kyng Edward the thirde had more 
yerely by his Customes then Kyng Henry theight had, by 
Ly“Iccij li. viij s. iij d. 

And besides the seid Kyng Edwarde had for two yeres a sub- 
sidie of the ixt® sheepe, the ixth fleese, & the ixth Lambe, and the 
ixth parte of all the goodes of Merchauntes and Denyzyns. 
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Remembraunces to my lorde protectours grace for the profe of 
this boke. 


A sacke of wolle conteyneth . : . xiij Todde. 
A Todde conteyneth . 6 . xxviij li. 


Allowed to every Todde xx sheere yes ‘] 
because it is thought that ther was not so 
many pasture sheepe in the tyme of hea) 
Edward the thirde as be nowe, but moste ee shops: 
were kept on the Comens. And after that 
rate for every sacke ther must be ac- 
compted. 

Accompted after that rate for aaeiaid KR EE ae 
pcecLx sacke 9037600 sheepe sheepe 

Allowed for every clothe iij Todde, and to 
every Todde xx sheepe, and so for every oreviijeisdexx 
clothe Lx sheepe, to make m!m!coccLxxxiij sheepe. 
clothes ther must be accompted 

It appereth also by the Wolfelles that 
wer shipped, wherof the bodies wer palpanen = 
or perisshed in the Realme, that ther wer sheepe. 
that yere also 

So that after this rate it maye be iustly 
and trulye saied that ther wer in the Realme | ixm™!coccoxxxy™! 
in the xxviij'® yere of the reigne of Kyng| xxxj sheepe. 
Edwarde the thirde 9535031 sheepe 

But allowe but xv sheepe to the todde and)_.: ra 

ts MMlviijOLxxxix™l 


xLV to a clothe, yet then must ther neades 
ix°xxxv sheepe, 


be that yere in the Realme 6889935 sheepe 
A rate of a subsidie to be graunted to the 
After the rate of xv aires the todde, abo eS 
CLXxxxv to the sacke, & xiv to a Clothe, | 
appereth by the wolle, wolfelles, & Clothe 
earried out of the Realme in the xxxviijth viijM™occovij™! 
yere of the reigne of Kyng Henry theight, viij°xix sheepe 
as appereth before, that ther maye be saied 
iustly that ther wer in the Realme the same 
yere 8407819 sheepe 
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Of the shepemaster for every of the seid) xxxv™xxxij li. xj s. 
8407819 sheepe one peny, it will amounte to viij d. 

Of the Clothier for every pounde of wolle 
that he buyeth or occupieth one halfpeny, 
after the rate of cnxxij™!xvij Clothes, and to 
every clothe accompted xiv sheepe, which 
is in all 7740765 sheepe, every shepe estemed 
to have two poundes of wolle, it will come 
to 

Of the Marchaunt for every brode a 


| scion li. 
| iij s. ix d. 


EXViijMvjoLxix ls. 
Base 


carried over the sea—iij s. iiij d. and so after 
the rate of cuxxij"xvij Clothes it will 
amounte to 
Of the marchaunt for every sacke of wolle 
to be caried out of the Realme over dt 
besides the olde custome and subsidie xu s., | 
which is after the rate of peny farthyng the ‘ 
pounde of wolle, it will amounte, after the | 
nomber of micxxxvj sackes caried out by | 
Englisshe men & cccoxix sackes caried out ; 
by Straungers, to 
Of the marchaunt for every fell caried over 
ij d., and so after that rate for cocLxiij™viij¢ 
xxix felles, it will amounte to 
Of the grasier for every fatte Oxe wea 
| 
| 


vyecx li. 


miu! Mixxxj li. ilij s. 


xd. 


er 


price xxxiij s. 1iij d.,—1ij s. liij d., and so after 
that rate for x™!. oxen—xvyj°Lxvj lt. xiij s. 
iiij d.; for every fatte beast solde, price xxx s. | 
thre shylynge & eight pence, and so for x™! | 
beastes xiij¢xxxiij 12. vj s. viijd.; for every ! vjMvjouxvj li. xiij s. 
fat beast solde, price xxiijs. ilijd., two iiij d. 
shylynge & foure pens, and so for x™! beastes 
micLxyj lt, xiij s. iiij d.; for every fatte Cowe | 
or other beast solde, price xx s.—ij s., and so | 
for x”! fatte kien & beastes m'li., which 
amounteth in all to J 
Of the Tanner for every dycker of ser 


conteynyng x hides and so for v™! dicker of ae i ts 


lether 
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Summa totalis cxij“venxxxxvj li. x s. ij d. 

An other Rate of a Subsidie to be graunted to the Kynges 
Maiestie. 

After the Rate of xx sheepe to the todde, ) 
ccLx to the sacke, & ux to a Clothe, it ap- ! 
pereth by the woll, wolfelles, & Clothe car- 
ied out of the Realme in the xxxviij'® yere } 
of the reigne of Kyng Henry the eight that 
ther was in the Realme the same yerej 
11089149 sheepe 

Of the shepemaster for every of the seid ses 
Sanaa sheepe one peny, it will amounte} a 

fe) 


XjM™ILXxx1x™l 
CXLIx sheepe 


Of the Clothier for every pounde of wolle 

that he buyeth or occupieth one peny, | 

which is lesse thenn the marchaunt of the j 

staple paieth (And it is no reason that the | uxiiij*lvCvj le. vij s. 
Kyng shulde lose his customes), And so vj d. 

after the rate of cuxxijM! & xvij clothes, 
and to every clothe allowed Lxxxx l., it will 
amounte to J 


[Five further entries concerning merchants exporting cloth, 
wool and fells, graziers and tanners, as in previous computation, 
totalling same amounts. | 

Summa totalis cLvj"!xxj li. xviij s. jd. 

In all this accompte no mention is made of-the shepe whose 
wolle was made into Clothe and Cappes spent that yere in the 
Realme, nor of skynnes tanned, white lether, or parchement. 
And therfore it maye be trulye saied, that ther wer more sheepe 
then is before rehersed. 

That pasture men, because ther cattell is bothe greater and 
carieth more wolle, to paie for every sheere sheepe thre half 
pens, and so for the mlyj li. vs., and for every m! Ewes, after 
two pens the pece, viij li. vj s. viij d. 

That an Imposicion be put on Tynne & Leade. 

It is to be considered that the Customes of the Staple was 
xL s. a sacke of wolle for the Englissheman wolle, then not beyng 
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past viij s. the todde, or scarce so moche, and a sacke at v li. 
vj s. vi]. d., wherby it appereth that they paied after the rate of 
iij s. } d. the todde, which is peny farthyng the pound and 
more. 

The straunger paied iij li. xvjs. viijd. for the custome & 
subsidie of a sacke, which is after the rate of vs. xd. ob. & 
more for the Todde, & after the rate of ijd. ob. the pounde, 
wherby it maye be gathered that the Straungers paied almost 
for custome of wolle thre partes of the just value therof. 

A thirde Rate of a subsidie to be graunted to the Kynges 
Maiestie. 


Accompted to be in the Realme in =} 4 


viij“!cececvij™viij¢ 
xix shepe wherof 


XXXviij'® yere of the reigne of Kyng Henry 
theight, as before is declared, after xv sheepe 
to the todde 

Thone halfe to be sheepe kept on the 
Commens, and for every of them to be paied 
yerely one peny, it will amounte for iii) 
thousand thousand cciij thousand ix® & ix 
shepe to J 

Thother halfe to be pasture sheepe, wher- 
of two thousand thousand one hundred andj_...,, Nee 
one thousand ix°uiiij to be wethers, and so | xilj oe ia. 
every of them to be paied yerely peny half- | 1] Si dobe dg, 
peny, it will amounte to J 

Thother two thousand thousand one hun- 
dred & one thousand ixcniiij shepe to be|xvij™!v°xvj li. vs. 
Ewes kept in pastures, and for every of them ix d. ob. 
yerely to be paied ij d., it will amounte to 

Of the Clothier, for every pounde of 
wolle that he buyeth, one halfpeny, after | xxxij™!coniij 12, 
the Rate of the Clothes before declared, it lij s. ix d. 
will amounte to 
Of the marchaunt, for every brode clothe 

jovi li. 


xvij“vcxvj li. vs. 
ix d. ob. 


caried over the sea, ijs., and so after the 
Rate of cixxij™!xvij Clothes, it wille amounte 
to 
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Of the marchaunt for every sacke of 
wolle to be caried out besides the olde cus-}vj™cx la. 
tomes x s,, so for M!v°Lv sacke 

Of the marchaunt for every felle caried 
over ijd., and so for cccuxiij™!viij°xxix 
felles 

Summa totalis cvj™!Dcoxxiiij 2. iiij s. v d. ob. qz. 

[Endorsed.] Customs for Wolles. 


uu mixxxj li. iiij s. 
x d. 


6, NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE CLOTHIERS AND THE MERCHANT 
ADVENTURERS, 1550. 


[Acts of the Privy Council, New Series, Vol. III., pp. 19-20.] 


At the Sterre Chambre, the xxviijtt of Aprile, 1550. 


e 


Conatee was made by certein clothiers that the Merchauntes 
Adventurers by agreement had set such a price upon their clothes 
that without the losse of xxs. in a peece they coulde not 
utter them, for the more perfict knowledge whereof all maner 
of clothiers that than were in London appered at the Sterre 
Chambre by commaundement, wheare the more part denied to 
be privie or of counsaill with the said complaincte, findeng 
great faulte with the moltitude of clothiers lately encreased in 
the realme, affirmeng that as longe as every man that wolde 
had libertie to be a clothier, as they have nowe, it was im- 
possible to have good clothe made in the rhealme, for he that 
is not bredde up in that facultie must trust his factours, and so 
is commonly deceaved; and nowe the good making is decaied, 
the clothes arr out of estimacion, by reason whereof the prices 
must also decaie ; wherefore it was concluded that some devise 
shulde be had for a lawe that none shulde meddle with clothe- 
making but such as had been prentices to thoccupacion. 

For the clothiers matter the Merchaunt Adventurers were 
called before the Counsaill, for whom the Maiour of London 
with certein of the chiefest of the Companie appeered, and to 
the complainct of the clothiers answered that they agreed not 
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togithers to hinder the clothiers prices, but the trowthe is that 
there lie at Andewarpe such a numbre of our clothes onsolde, 
that till they were uttered these here wolde not well be bought, 
which, togither with the naughtinesse of the making, hindered 
the prices, and besides that it was commonly not used to shippe 
any betweene Easter and Whitsontide. 

Further divers reasons were made by them tooching the decaie 
of our mooney by exchaunge, with other devises tooching the 
common wealthe, which they were commaunded to put in 
writeng. 


7. “AN ACTE TOUCHING WEAVERS” (2 & 3 PHILIP AND MARY, 
o. 11), 1555. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. IV., Pt. I., pp. 286-87. ] 


I. Forasmuche as the Weavers of this Realme have, aswell at 
this presente Parliament as at divers other tymes, complayned 
that the riehe and welthie Clothyers doo many ways oppres 
them, somme by setting up and keping in their houses divers 
Loomes, and kepyng and maynteyning them by Journeymen 
and persones unskilful, to the decaye of a greate nomber of 
Artificers which were brought up in the said Scyence of 
Weaving, their Families and Housholde, some by ingrossing of 
Loomes into theyr handes and possession, and letting them out 
at suche unreasonable Rentes as the poore Artificers are not 
hable to mayntayne themselfes, muche les their Wyefes Famulie 
and Children, some also by gyving muche les wages and hyer 
for the weaving and worckmanshipp of Clothe then in tymes 
past they did, wherby they are enforced utterly to forsake their 
Arte and Occupacion wherin they have been brought uppe: It 
is therfore, for Remedye of the Premisses, and for thadvoiding 
of a greate nomber of inconveniences which may growe (yf in 
tyme yt bee not forseen) Ordeyned established and enacted by 
aucthoritee of this presente Parliament, That no person using 
the feate or Misterie of Clothe makyng and dwellyng out of a 
Citie Burghe Market Towne or Corporate Towne, shall from 
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the Feast of St Mighell tharchaungell nowe next ensuing, kepe 
reteyne or have in his or their House or Possession any more 
or above one Wollen Loome at one tyme, nor shall by any 
meanes directly or indirectly receyve or take any maner Profit 
Gayne or Commodite by letting or setting any Loome, or any 
House wherin any Loome ys or shalbee used and occupied, 
which shalbee togethers by him set or let, upon payne of 
forfeiture for every week that any person shall do contrarye to 
the tenour and true meaning hereof xx s. 

II. And Bee it further ordeined and enacted by like aucthorite, 
That no wollen Weaver using or exercising the feate or Mistery 
of Weaving, and dwelling out of Citie Burghe Market Towne 
or Towne Corporate, shall after the said Feast have or kepe at 
any one time above the nomber of Twoo Wollen Loomes, or 
receyve any Profite Gayne or Commoditie, directly or indirectly 
as is aforesaid, by any more then Twoo Loomes at one tyme, 
upon payne to forfeite for every Week that any person shall 
offende or doo to the contrary xx s. 

ITI. [No weaver to have a tucking mill.] 

TV. [No tucker or fuller to have a loom.] 

VY. And yt ys further ordeyned and enacted by like aucthoritee, 
That no person whatsoever, which heretofore hathe not used or 
exercised the Feate Misterie or Arte of Clothe making, shall 
after the said Feast, make or weave or cause to bee made or 
woven any kynd of Brode White Wollen Clothes, but onely in 
a Citie Burghe Towne Corporate or Market Towne, or els in 
suche Place or Places where suche Clothes have been used to 
bee commonly made by the space of Tenne Yeres next before 
the making this Acte; upon payne of forfeiture for every Clothe 
otherwyse made Fyve Powndes. 

VI. Provided always and bee it further enacted by thaucthoritee 
aforesayd, That it shall not bee laufull to any person or persons 
beyng a Weaver, or that dothe or shall use Tharte or Misterie 
of a Weaver or Weaving, duelling out of a Citie Burghe Towne 
Corporate or Market Towne, to have in his and their service 
any more or above the nomber of Twoo Apprentises at one tyme; 
upon payne to forfeite for every tyme that he shall offende or 
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doo contrarye to this Branche or Article the somme of Tenne 
Powndes. 

VII. And further be yt enacted by thaucthoritee aforesaid, 
That yt shall not bee laufull to or for any person or persons to 
sett up the Arte or Misterie of Weaving, after the sayd Fest 
of St. Mighell, unles the same person or persons so setting 
up the same Arte or Misterie of Weaving, have bene apprentice 
to the same Arte or Misterie, or exercised the same by the 
space of vi] yeeres at the least; upon payne of Twentye 
Poundes to bee forfeited to the Kyng and Quenes Maiesties 
her Graces heyres or successoures. . . . 

VIII. [This Act not to apply to the counties of York, Cumber- 
land, Northumberland, or Westmoreland. ] 


8. “AN ACTE FOR THINHABITANTES OF HALYFAXE TOUCHING THE 
BYENG OF WOOLLES”’ (2 & 3 PHILIP AND MARY, C. 13), 1555. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. IV., Pt. I., p. 288.] 


Forasmuche as the Paryshe of Halyfaxe and other places 
theronto adjoyning, being planted in the grete Wastes and 
Moores where the fertilite of Grounde ys not apte to bring forthe 
any Corne nor good Grasse, but in rare places, and by exceading 
& greate Industrye of thinhabitauntes; and the same Inhabi- 
tauntes altogether doo lyve by Clothemaking, & the greate parte 
of them neither gettethe Corne nor [is] hable to kepe a Horse to 
carry Woolles, nor yet to bye muche Wooll at once, but hathe 
ever used onely to repayre to the Towne of Halyfaxe, & some 
other nigh theronto, & ther to buy upon the Woolldriver some 
a stone some twoo & some three or foure, according to al 
& vj myles of, upon their Headdes & Backes, and so to make & 
converte the same eyther into Yarne or Clothe, and to sell the 
same, & so to buy more Wooll of the Wooldryver ; By meanes 
of which industrye the barreyn Groundes in those partes be 
nowe muche inhabited & above fyve hundrethe Householdes 
there newly increased within theis fourtye yeares past, which 
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nowe are like to ‘bee undone & dryven to Beggery, by reason of 
the late Estatute made that takethe awaye the Wooldryver, so 
that they cannot nowe have theyr Wooll by suche small porcions 
as they were wont to have; And that also thei are not hable to 
kepe any Horses wherupon to ryde or sett theyr Woolles further 
from them in other places, unless summe Remedie maye bee 
provided: For Remedie wherof bee it enacted by the Kyng & 
Queenes Maiesties by the Lordes Spirituall & Temporall & 
Commons in this presente Parliament & by thaucthorite of the 
same, That from hensforthe yt shalbee laufull to any person or 
persons, inhabyting within the parishe of Halyfaxe, to buye any 
Wooll or Woolles at suche tymes as the Clothyers may bye the 
same, otherwise than by ingrosing & forstalling; so that the 
persons so byeng the same doo carye or cause to bee caryed the 
said Woolles so bought by them to the Towne of Halyfaxe, & there 
to sell the same to suche poore folkes of that & other parishes 
adjoynyng as shall worck the same in Clothe or Yarne (to theyr 
knowledge) and not to the rich & welthye [Clothier] nor to any 
other to sell agayne: And yf either the said Woolldryver shall 
sell his sayd Woolles at any other place forthe of the said Towne 
of Halyfaxe, or yf any suche shall bye theyr Woolles at Haly- 
faxe shall sell theyr Woolles that they bought agayne unwrought 
in Yarne or Clothe, that then every suche Offendour to lose & for- 
feite the dooble value of the Woolle so sold or uttered; Thone 
half therof to bee to the King & Quenes Majesties her: heires 
& successors Kings of this Realme, and thother moitie to him 
or them that will sue for the same in any of the Kyng & 
Quenes Maiesties Courtes of Recorde, or before the Justices of 
the Peace in their Sessions; who by vertue hereof in their 
open Sessions shall have aucthoritie‘upon informacion to heare 
& determyne the same, and to make proces agaynst thoffenders 
as in any other case to be determyned before them. 
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9. THE MANCHESTER VERSUS THE IRISH LINEN INDUSTRY, 1572. 


[S.P. Ireland, Vol. XXXV., No. 49.] 


The causes that maye move her Majestie to grante the 
lycence for transportinge of Iryshe yarne into Inglande.} 

Firste because it hathe ever been lawfull tyll of late that a 
restraint was made by an acte of Parliamente in Irelande at the 
petition of the merchauntes of the same cuntrye, pretendinge that 
the yarne shulde be made into lynnen cloth theire, which pretence 
takith no effecte for lacke of weavers and other artyficers in that 
realme. 

Also where upon the transportinge of the same yarne in tymes 
paste into the countries of Chester and Lancaster, the poor 
people of the same cuntries, especially aboute Manchester, were 
set on worke to the reliefe of iiij™ persons within that lordship 
only (as appered, by their supplicacion redy to be exhibited this 
laste Parliamente), the same poor people for lacke of worke are 
utterlye impoverished, living idely and redy to faule into 
miserable shiftes and extremityes. 

Also whereas theire grewe unto her Majestie a good revenue 
yerely by the custome of suche yarne in her highness portes of 
Chester and Lyerpoole, the same revenue is utterlie extinquished, 
whereof parte shulde be revived for so maynie packes as shulde 
be contained within the lycence required. Also it maye be 
provid that for lacke of lawfull vent the makinge of that yarne 
is nowe decainge in Ireland, the people beinge naturally gyven to 
idelnes wyll leve off to manure theire grounde for flax as hathe 
byne accustomed. And lastely the merchauntes theire do ordin- 
arily steale over the said yarne into forreine realmes at certayne 
havens and creekes in the Irishe cuntries, where her Majestie 
hath no offycers to demaunde her dueties. 


1 The government had issued a permit to Edward Moore in 1572 to export 
8000 bales of linen yarn, which had given rise to strong protests from the 
Lord Deputy and Council of Ireland and the Mayors of Dublin and 
Drogheda. Hyentually the grant was reduced to 2000 bales, but the policy 
of issuing such permits continued, in spite of the protests of the Irish linen 
weavers, (See Cal. of S.P. Irish, 1509-73, pp. 473-75, 482, 518.) 
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Therefore, for as muche as this acte in Irelande is but an 
innovation not takinge the effecte for which it was ment, the 
cuntries of Chessheire and Lancasheire impoveryshed and by this 
lycence to be relevied, her Majesties custome revived, the 
makinge of yarne in Irelande maynteined and the Irisshe 
marchauntes of their unlawfull stelth preventid, I hope your 
good Lord wyll the rather upon theis reasonable causes perswade 
that this lycence maye be grauntid extendinge onlie to 3000 
packes after vi** to the Cloth to be transported into Inglande 
within vth yeres next folowinge, with libertie to attache and take 
all yarne that shall come over to be solde not warranted. And 
besides her Majesties pity to be extended to her poore subiectes 
before named, I shall always be thanekfull to her Majestie for 
this reliefe [ete.]. 


10. NEGLECT OF THEIR DUTIES BY THE ALNAGERS, DEC. 1576. 


[Lansdowne MSS. 22, No. 36.] 


Objecons against Thaulnegeor Sealer Keper of seale within 
the Conties of Wiltes and Somerset and Gloucester redy to 
be proved. 

Note.—They be not experte in clothmaking (according to the 
statute). But contrary to the lawes doe let the seale Ferme unto 
clothiers, that have mylles in their owne hande. Whereby 
infynite abuses and deceipts in clothmaking are permytted. 

Note.—The Alnegers and sealers neglect thexecucon of their 
office, in that they do not make due search of eny cloth made to 
be measured both length and bredth, being wet from the mill and 
before they be set upon the rack to be dried, but suffer the 
clothiers having the seale to Ferme and in their owne custody to 
set to the seale before the clothes be measured accordinglie; and 
thereby great defects in clothmaking increaseth. 

Note.—The Alneger executeth not his office in that he causeth 
not eny clothier to set to his seale of lead unto eny of their 
clothes and kerseys, in which seale the true and just length of 
eny cloth and kersey shold be conteyned. But suffreth the 
Clothier to permitte the Alnegers seale without comptrolment or 
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survey (?) yf the cloth be ordered according to thintent of the 
lawes. Whereby such letting the seales to fferme deceipt in 
clothmaking aboundeth, and the Alneger forfeicteth his office. 

Therefore Pepter Blackborowe desireth (in recompence of all 
his charge tyme and travailo susteyned) to be Alneger and sealer 
in the saide thre Counties. Who being experte will not only 
execute thoffice duely, but allso pay £20 more yerelie rent for 
eny Countie then heretofore hath bene paide. 


11. COMPLAINTS OF SPECULATION IN woon, 1577. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CXIV., No. 32.] 


The opynion and aunswer of the Clothemen within the 
Countie of Gloucester touchinge the derthe and excessive 
pryses of wolles, as followthe :— 

Many persons, which procuer Licences to by and sell wolle, 
within the Realme, or to transporte the same beyonde the Seas, 
do under collor therof get into their handes great quantities of 
wolle, more then the rate in suche licens conteyned doe warrant, 
and soe doe sell the same agayne at excessive pryses to the 
clothe men in the Realme. 

Item theis persons which have. suche Licenses by pretence 
therof doe bargayne and sell parte of the benefite of their 
Licences, and doe also make deputies and factors, who doe deale 
for their owne private gayne, the which persons doe likewise by 
great store of wolle far above the Lymitacion in the Licences 
conteyned, and make sale therof againe. 

Item the Staplers and their deputies and factors doe ingrosse 
into their handes very great quantities of wolles, under the 
Collor to Shipe over the same beyonde the Seas, who in trothe, 
doe use to kepe the same in their handes, untill nere about the 
ende of the yere, and then doe sell the same agayne, Some in 
their owne howses, and some in the market Townes abrode, and 
some they sell, never beinge removed from the Shippe masters 
or growers howses. 


Item the Staplers, under collor and salle of their shot woll, 
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doe very many tymes sell and utter great quantities of wolles, 
but when they sell it, they doe sell it for the like or hier prisses, 
then the clothemen might by the best wool at the Growers’ 
hande, 

Item there are dyvers bagers and brokers of wolle, which loe 
bargaine with the growers or Shippe masters for great parcelles 
of wolle, longe before they doe feche it, and do but leye ernest 
for it, condisioninge to have the same woll to be delyvered them 
at dyvers tymes of the yere as they thinke they may best sell 
it in the market wekely, soe that the market is commonly sarvid 
by suche licencers, Staplers, and their surmysed factors, and 
deputies, and by suche bagers and brokers, and very little by 
the Growers and Shippe masters. And there be Staplers that 
have bought wolles here in our marketes, and have sold it in 
the same market agayne, soe that the grete and most parte of 
Clothemen, whose stokes are but smale, are not able to bye any 
great quantities of wolle aforehande, and being preventid by 
those men before rehersed cannot have their wolles at all tymes 
at the Growers’ handes as they were yowsid to have, but foreyd 
nowe to buye their wolles at the handes of those men, to their 
utter decay and the impoverishment of many poore people, 
which have their onely lyvinge by the clothemen, and cannot 
find meanes otherwise to be relyved. For about the 30 yere of 
our noble Kinge of famous memory Henry the 8, ther was many 
monasteryes in this Realme and great numbers of people were 
relyved and kept Idull in theis places, and nowe, thankes be to 
gode for yt, there is soe many people or more.at this tyme, and 
relief in theis places is litle or none, for if there were appoynted 
men for tryall of the truthe, it should appere that there is 
bylded in this countie above fyve hundred cottages, for the poore 
to inhabit in, more then was within this 30 yeares, which for 
the most parte are onely relyved by the clothemen, them & 
their famylies. 


[Hndorsed.] The Certificat & opinion of the Clothiers of 
Gloucester shyre towchynge the dearth of woolles. 
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12. ALLEGATIONS AS TO THE SMUGGLING OF woo., c. 1582. 
[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CLVIL., No. 3.] 


To the Ryght honnorabell Sir Francys Walgyngham [sic] 
Knyght, prynsypall secretary to the quenes hyghnes and one of 
hyr maiesties most honnorabell priveye Cownssell. 

A dysscours shewynge that by sondry devyssys and secret 
practysses great quanttes of woll hath bene & manye tymes 
ar conveyd from owtt of thys Reallm to Beyond the seasse 
with owt lyssens or payment of the Costom du unto hyr 
maiestie for the saeme. 

1..Imprimis, of Laet years thear was one Thomas Clarke, a 
clothyere that dwellt at Mallden, whoe thear abowt in essexe 
near the seae and navygabell Ryvers, for Pettere Lull and hys 
brother Mathewe Lull and Pettere Serys and othere marchant 
strangers, and with thear monys, bowght great quanttes of 
wolles, and in barkes, hoysse, and small bottes ussally shypt 
the saeme by collere to make Cloth thearof at Mallden, and in 
that Ryvere at apoynted tymes and plassys asswell into othere 
apoynted shypes hoysse and vessells toke in the saeme, as allso 
sondry other fyne wolles that he bowght and browght to 
Mallden, som derectly by cart owt of northamptonschyere and 
Cottsall and a great part from thens to London, and from thens 
shypt the saeme by cokcat to Mallden, and thear somtymes all 
leyd over land in a Waerhowsse by the watter syde, and the 
saeme with much moere in short tyme after secretly shypt and 
conyeyd from thens to beyond the seasse, and sertefycate gyven 
from the costom howsse at Mallden that the saeme was thear 
dysschargyd. 

2. Item, the sayd Clarke sondry tymes from Londen shypt 
greate quanttes of wolles, yea by holl shyppes Ladynges, in 
englissh hoysse and crayers, and befoere them wear sent oute 
flemysshe hoysse, which by the waye Resayvyd all the sayd 
wolle and carryed the saeme from thens to beyond the seasse, 
and somtymes the sayd wolls was carryede derectly beyond the 
seasse by sotch englyssh hoysse or barkes as toke in the saem 
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at London and sertefycates gyven that all was delyveryd at 
Malldene. 

3. Item, the sayd Clarke, and sondry others in the naeme of 
John Anoke, hath from London openly shypyt holle shypes 
ladynges of wolles by cokket to Mallden, Sandwyth, Collchester, 
Myllton, and Feversham in Englysshe hoysse and barkes, with 
myssnaminge them and the masters and marryners, And put- 
tynge in unknowne sorttes havynge gaye gownes and apparell, 
gyvynge them sellves contrary naemes and dwellynge plassys, 
and so the saeme carryed to Beyond the seasse with owt lysens 
or costom, and yf they weare met withall or serchyd by the 
waye or at the seae they weare bownd to thear pretensyd port 
and yf the mattere afterwardes cam in questyon, ther was neyther 
any setch marchant nor any setch shype nor any setch master 
or marryners to be fownd. 

4. Item, many a tymes some clothyere or baymakere, or some 
unknowne persons naemynge them sellves clothyers or bay- 
makers, and to dwell at or near Ypswytch or othere port townes 
in other countes, do buy wolls in sondrye plasys in the Cowntie 
of Hssex and ells wheare in england & collerably pretend to 
shype and carry the saeme to Colchester or othere port townes 
or vyllages uppon navygabell Ryvers, most tymes with slender 
or no Bond or sorttes, or uppon unknowne Bond or mysnamyd 
sorrttes, and so eyther delyveryth the saeme by the waye unto 
some other vessell, or in the saeme bothom carryeth the sayd 
wolles to beyond the seasse withowt lyssens or payment of 
costom, and yf the saeme be esspyd then vntrewe sertefycates 
ys procurred that the saeme was delyveryd in som plass within 
that port or som other port, and the lyke practysses ar ussed in 
many ports of thys Reallm. 

5. Item, from Plymowth, Falmowth, Foye & many other 
portes & crekes in Cornwalle aswell the wolles of the saeme 
Contre, which nowe ar verye good and moch bettere and plenty- 
fullere then in tymes past when yt boere the naeme of Cornyssh 
heare, then beynge so herye & cores by the wylldnes of the 
Contre and evell chessynge & myssorderynge and tymynge thear 
sepe [? sheep] and land, as allsso great quanttes of very good and 
of the best and fynest of other contre wolles that ar Daylye by — 
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Coket browght in to Cornwall owt of other Contres, have bene 
and many tymes ar from thens carryed into Frans & Etaly in 
the naeme of Cornysh heare, which, as ys sayd, may be lawfully 
transportyd to Beyond the seasse vppon payment of the lyttyll 
ussall Custom and a small part thear offe enteryd or costomyde. 

6. Item, by moere then one yeres travell in Cornwalle abowt 
xij years past I have sene much very good woll aswell of the 
Contre growth as allso fyne wolle.browght thythere owt of other 
contres shypyd and carryed from thens in the name of Cornyssh 
heare, and so entryd in the Costom howsses, and Cokket gyven 
for the saeme. 

The naemes of some sotch persons yet lyvynge as ar greatly 
suspected to have ben and yet ar, by the practysses affore- 
sayd and sotch lyke, the instrumentes for buyinge and con- 
veyinge of wolles owt of thys Reallm, aswell for themselves 
as allso and esspecyallye for strangers. 

7. Item, one Firnes, laet a marchant and dwelt in Londen, 
acquaynted with many marchantes strangers, and went from 
London and kept an in and a tavern in Mallden, and thythr 
from Londen Resortyd and yet Resortyth many marchantes 
strangers, and of laet the sayd Furnes left of inkeppynge and 
nowe by a servante Keppyth a taverne and Dwellyth in a great 
howsse in the towne, and by waye of marchandyssys sendes into 
Frans, and from thens hath much wynes and therwyth servyth 
the sayd towne and a great part of Hssex, and hath at the sayd 
toun set upe the makynge of Baysse and makyth fewe but, as ys 
sayd, for a coilere to Convey woll owt of thys Reallm by sotch 
practysses as the foresayd Clarke dyd; and for proffe of the 
lyklyode thearof he hath or laetly had to hys servant one Baemms, 
who was the cheffe man and instrewment that the sayd Clarke 
Imployed to buy great quanttes of wolles for sondry strangers, 
and specyally and naemly for one Pettere Lull, then of Londen 
nowe of Andwerpe, and for Mathewe Lull and Pettar Serys, 
nowe dwellynge on Threshe wharf neare Byllyngsgaett, and for 
sondry other marchantes strangers, and yt ys evydent and well 
Knowne that the sayd Furnes hath bowght and yearely buyeth 
in Essex much moere wolls then he makyth into baysse, besydes 
the great quantetes of skyn woll that he buyth in Sowthwarke 
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and fyne wolls in Northhampton and Lyngcolneshyere and 
sendes the saeme to Londen, and so from thens by coket by the 
foresayd and sotch lyke practysses pretendes to send the sayd 
wolles to Mallden, but, as ys sayd and supposed, he conveyth 
the saeme to beyond the seasse. 

8. Item, one Harryson a chessmongere nowe dwellynge in 
the Lowere end of Bradstreet, of Longe tyme hath yearly 
Bowght and yet yearly buyeth great quantetes of wolls, buttere, 
and chesse in Essex and ells wheare, and hath shypped and yet 
ys suppossed yearly to shype the saeme owt of the waters of 
Burnham, Mallden, Colne, St. Esse, Hanford, and Horwell and 
other plassys in Essex withowt lyssens or Cusstom, and all that 
he doth ys for the forsayd Mathewe Lull and Petter Serys and 
other strangers. 

9. Item, one Symond Desterke, a strangere and a longe Con- 
tynewere in Londen, and full of sondry practeses and devyssys, 
beynge very poletyke, wysse, and sottyll wytted and ys the 
cheffe instrument, cownsellere, factor, and gyvere of derecsyons 
for conveyans of wolles and other thynge owt of thys Reallme 
with owt lysens or Costome, that the marchantes strangers, 
flemynges, etallyans, spanyers, frenshmen and others Resydent 
in Londen have, which sayd Symond Desterke comenly Rydyth 
to Mylton, Faversam, Sandwyth, Ry, Chechester, Lewys, Mall- 
den, Colchester and other plassys over the cost in Essex, 
Sussex & Kent, and in every of thosse plassys for a coullere hath 
occupyyd and traffyct and gretly accquayntyd with the offycers 
of every the Costom howsses, and in every of thosse plasys hath 
persons, both Englyssh and strangers, for hys purposse for the 
buyynge and Conveyynge awaye of wolles & othere thynge for 
sotch marchantes strangers as wyll not be sene or knowne to 
be deallers thear in them sellves, as naemly Mathewe Lull, 
Pettere Serys, John Dynggell, John Delafallyae, Andryas Dele 
and many others of the wellthyest marchantes strangers in 
Londen, and specyally by collere of the transportynge of Wolles 
asswell from Londen as from other portes, crekes and plassys 
to sotch port townes vyllages and plassys navygabell as at or 
neare the which clothmakers and baye makers dwellyth, as to 
Mytton, Faversham, Sandwytch, Dovere, Ry, Lewys and Che- 
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chester in Kent and Sussex, and to Mallden, Colchester, Manen- 
tre, Ypswytch, Wodbrydge and Yermouth in Essex, Suffolke 
and Norfolke ette. 

10. Item, abowt 8 years past thear was one Perk or Perkyns 
and one Maynere, one of them beynge a clothyere, who with 
others bowght a lyssens that was grantyd by hyre hyghnes to 
one of hyr maiesties sarvantes for the transportynge of .C. sakes 
of wolles, and shorttly after at one tyme was sent downe from 
Londen to Mallden in one of thear naemes or in the name of 
some other clothyere by cokket a great Englysshe hoye Laden 
full of woll, and with owt Landynge any parte thearof the saeme 
was transportted to beyond the seasse and sertefycates geven 
that the hoell was delyvered at Mallden, wheras in dede thear 
was none of yt leyd on Land, and but v or vj smaell peccates 
thearof in the Custom howsse or on the sayd lyssens enteryd, 
thear beynge x tymes as much in the sayd hoye which was 
transported as affoersayd with owt lyssens or payment of 
Costom. 

11. Item, shortly after the sayd Maynere or others with con- 
trary naemes dyd from Londen in a gret flemysh hoye upon the 
saeme lyssens enter and Laede abowt 7 or 8 small peccates of 
woll and payd Costom and had Cokket for the saem, and pre- 
sently at the saeme instant was fore strangers an englyshe hoye 
Laden full of woll by coket for to goe to Mallden, Myllton, 
Faversam or Sandwyth, which sayd Englyssh hoye by the waye 
dysschargyd hyre sayd Ladynge of woll in to the sayd flemyssh 
hoye, who carryed the saeme to beyond the seasse with owt 
lyssens or payment of costom, and sertefycate procured that the 
sayd englyssh hoysse Ladynge of Wolles was delyveryd at one 
of the sayd portes. 

12. Item, yt hath bene Reportted and ys suppossed that some 
sotch strangers as nowe ussally shypyth wolles by lyssens and 
payinge custom for so much as they entere, do by the foersayd 
and sotch lyke practeses convey and carry awaye thre tymes ass 
much as ys entryd or Custom payd for to hyr Maiestie ettc. 

13. Item, I have herd that by the practeses afforesayd thear 
hath bene and many tymes ys by sondry persons much fyne 
wolles bowght abowt Lemster and Cottsall and from thens 
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brawght to London and for strangers delyveryd abord Argosey- 
esses and other shypes at Goere End and ells wheare, that hath 
with owt lyssens or payment of costome carryed the saeme to 
beyond the seasse, and to collere the saeme hath openly bowght 
and shypt from Londen by lyssens som small nombere of smaelle 
peccates of wolle ettce. 

14. Item, yt ys sayd thear weare never moere shepe and so 
consequently nevere moer woll in England, and nothynge so 
much woll hear drapyd as hath bene, nor nothinge so much woll 
neyther by lyssens nor by the stapelers shypt as hath bene, and 
thearfoer yt must nedes be that the scarsete and derth thearof 
growyth onlly by Reson of the greate quanttetes of wolles that 
by the foresayd practyssys and sotch lyk ar secretly conveyed 
from hens to beyond the seasse with owt lyssens or payment of 
costom. 

15. Item, the meanes and waysse howe to fynd owt thesse 
offences past, or at the lest som of them, may be nowe, yf youre 
honnor so seme good; but in my sympell oppynyon under your 
honnors correcsyon, best to forbeare tyll the tyme of the year 
shall serve that woll be more plentyfullere and Chepere, and 
then strangers wyll practysse to buye & shype by great quantetes, 
And in the meane tyme to have sotch trusty and skyllfull persons 
and spyes in Londen and sondry other plassys as shall secretly 
se and take notys what wolls shalbe shypyd, and from what 
plasse, and in what shypes, and by whome, eythere to or from 
anye the foresayd ports, and by what menes any of the saeme or 
other wolles of the Contre shalbe conveyd to beyond the seasse, 
and at the fullnes of tyme to take howlld for your. best satys- 
facsyon and commodyte; whearin and in any other thynge I 
aim duttyfully Reddy by nyght & day durynge lyffe to do your 
honnor any servys I am to the uttermost of my powere, as 
knowyth god, who send you good hellth & longe lyffe with the 
encreasse of much honnor ette. 


[Endorsed] : Discoverie of secret conveyinge of wool out of the 
realme. 
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13. ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF THE PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A 
STAPLE OF COTTONS AND FRIEZES AT CHESTER, c. 1582. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CLVIL., No. 4.] 


That Shrowesburie can not receve ruyne yf frices and 
Cottons of Northwales be stapled at Westchester, As the 
lordes and others of her Maiesties most honorable privie 
Councell have decreed and set downe, for the reasons 
ensuinge. 

1. First the Towne of Shrowesburie is setled in a great trade 
of makinge of Clothe, of yt selfe sufficient to mainetayne an 
Inlande Towne. 

2. The Towne, lying faste by Wales, hath an notable sale of 
all maner of Commodities into Wales eiche waye, And otherwyse 
thereby repethe great benefite, And directly Southwarde frome 
the Towne there is no market Towne nyrer then Ludlowe, to 
deprive them of the sale of all kinde of wares, And that ys xxti 
miles of. 

3. And standinge upone the portable River of Siverne, yt 
hath the Commoditie of the River, to there healpe. 

4. Also yt hathe marketes wickely and also faires yerely to 
relyve yt. 

5. It hath a scole endowed by her Maiestie, In which there is 
for the most parte of men of worshipp Sonnes, and of the sonnes 
of other men foure hundrethe or more, which by bordinge, And 
buying of maney thinges nedefull, dothe relive the towne very 
muche. 

6. Beside, this Towne is A throwfare Towne, And that waye 

doth receve relife. 
7. And some tyme, yt is relyved with quarter Sessions, And 
by the generall Sessions, And assises of the Judges. 

8, And also, by mayne that the Quenes Maiesties Councell in 
the Marches doth kepe there termes theire some tyme, the Towne 
doth receve great relife, And yf yt should seame so good to the 
lordes, in place of profite withdrawen by Staplinge at West- 
chester, Order maye be taken, That the Councell of the Marches, 
may kepe one terme there, for ever here after yerely, which may 
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be a supplye of there lose of the trade of Cottons, for the part 
passinge to Chester. 

9. And althoe the Cottons and frices of Northwales were 
stapled at Westchester, yet notwithstandinge there woulde re- 
mayne greate store for Shrowesburie in all the partes of Wales 
that frontires upone the Towne, And so eche Towne might 
enioye of the Countrie convenient nire A sufficient porcion of 
clothe for his desyred trade. And so for these and other Reasones 
Shrowesburie can not growe to Ruyne by staplinge of the porcion 
graunted to Chester by the lordes and others of her Maiesties 
most honorable privie Councell. 

10. Chester revived and renewed in Trade, Shrowesburie, 
being nyrer to Chester Then to Loundone, by cxx' miles, And 
recevinge forren Commodities such as now the want to theire 
neighboures, from Chester, by savinge in Cariage shall gayne 
to Counterwayle there lose in the cottons ; and so by this mayne, 
And by the terme the Towne shall continew theire trade. 

That lest [less] mischife shoulde ensue to the state, by 
the decay of dyvers Inland Townes Then by the decay of 
Chester, A porte of the Realme so seated as the same ys 
in respectes of offence and defence of Hngland, Wales, 
Ireland, and Scotland. 

For Argument sake admyte, That the trade of welshe cottons 
and frizes &c were for A fourthe part, A thirde part, or for halfe, 
transported from Shrowesburie to Chester, the benefite were but 
changed to other her Maiesties as good subiectes, And but to 
suche, as have more nyde of relife Then they of Shrowesburie. 
But herin there ys A matter that more importethe the state of 
the wholle Realme, in degrie of higher respectes. For Chester 
is A porte of the Realme, That hath by former Auncient pollicie 
bene mayntayned for Service agaynst the Rebellions of Wales 
and of Irelande, and for the defence of all that side of the Realme 
Betwine Wales and Scotlande. In which respectes yt were 
better to admyte some decaye to xxti Inlande Townes Then that 
porte of Chester should come to Ruyne. And lyke as in 
Castelles and Townes of defence, more regarde is to be had for 
the kepinge of A principall mayne gate or posterne Then of xu 
Ingates of suche Castels or Townes, So the regarde of some one 
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porte or havene Towne ought to be more respecteed with care 
Then xxi Inlande Townes, yea then xu Inlande Townes so yt 
maye lye Betwine Scotland and Wales. In all that lounge 
tracte, in effecte, there ys no navigacion nor porte besides 
Chester and Lyverpolle. And in tyme of warre and forren In- 
vasione made in Irelande, And in tymes of Rebellione there, 
How maye Ireland be relived one the sudden with men and with 
vytalle, with Armoure, money and municions Yf Chester be not 
mayntayned with trade and with navie? And where maye the 
bandes of Souldiers be lodged, victuled, and kepte in order, till 
the winde serve, That’ are redied to be transported from our 
coste? Or how can all the tracte betwine Scotlande and Wales 
one that side be defended from forren force at the seas, Yf that 
Navigacion be not mayntened one that side of the Realme, And 
yf the enemye spye the weeknes of that side, And consider how 
uneasye yt is for us to bringe an Navie aboute, What maye staye 
him for accesse to that Coste, And frome practise with Wallies, 
Trelande, or the Northencost, where so ever maye [be] founde 
Romanishe or malecontentes of the state? And pirates of late, 
Knowinge the want of Navie one that side, laye at Bewmarice, 
And thretened discharge of ordenance and to fire the Towne. 
That yt were better That the wholle trade of Cottons 
should in every part be transported to Bristowe and 
Chester, frome Shrowesburie, Then continewe, as now yt 
is, in preposterus trade to Londone by so lounge land 
carlage. 

From Oscestrie to Shrowesburie, and thence to Londone, 
the Cottons by horse are caried cxx miles, and for the cariage 
of every packe now is payde ix s.; yf the parte that lyethe apte 

for Chester be brought thether, Ther is saved by shortnes of 
cariage vijs. vjd. So shall the marchauntes of Chester be en- 
riched to the reasinge upp of the Citie to former good state, or 
so shall the masse of clothe passinge out be so muche the cheper, 
And so shall procure amore redie and ample vent, And so set 
the pore more A worke, That in tyme of derthe of grayne sore 
opprest the countrie and englyshe frountire. And the hey, 
grase, And grayne, now spende by the Jades of the cariers, in 
that unnydefull lounge Jorney, maye be saved. And that may 
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side [sic] bests and muttons, and bride horses of service to the 
great force and benefite of the Realme. Thother part of the 
cottons, not passinge out of the Realme by waye of Chester, 
may from Oscestrie passe to the Towne of Shrowesburie, and 
from thence downe Siverne whollie by water cariage to Bristow, 
and thence out of the Realme. So the portes of Chester and 
Bristowe, so ately [sic] servinge for transportacion into Irelande 
And the service of all that parte of the Iande, maye be reased 
to greater trade. And yet Shrowesburie maye enioye A sufficient 
benefyte by them. 

To reise any Inlande commoditie, that ys to passe out to great 
derthe, or greater derthe then nydes, by lande cariage is vayne. 
To bring all trades, all shippinge, and all gaynes to Londone ys not 
the best course. And in respecte of the state, yt ys like As yf all 
the Ordenance and men in A sorte were brought to one bulwarke, 
While all other partes remayne weike and ynmaned. Londone 
is not seted in the mides of the Realme, but in the est parte of 
the same, And therefore to bringe all forren wares by lande 
cariage from thence to be disparsed into all the partes of the 
Realme, is not the best course, for so the forren nydefull com- 
modities become by land cariage dere to our people. So that 
thereby may be gathered That the continewance of the trade of 
cottons, as now yt ys, ys in no respecte for the commen welthe. 
But beinge altered (as ys sayd) the Towne of Shrowesburie maye 
continewe in good state, And the Navigacion one that side of 
the Ilande towardes Ireland shalbe increassed, And so more apt 
passage into Irelande, The windes serving at Chester, or at 
Bristowe, And maney other great commodities may ensue. In 
which respecte, nether any private towne, nor any subiecte of 
what degre so ever, led with private affectione ys to be inclyned 
to, The matter so importinge the stat. Yf any man would 
obiecte, That upone the change of the trades to these Cities 
Theire will faille stockes to welde so great a matter, for the first 
maye [be] aunswered, that Bristow wantes not welthe sufficient, 
And in tyme thother Citie maye be able, specially yf they may 
be restowred by the frenche to there goodes. But yf this matter 
maye syme to importe the state so muche as yt dothe seame in 
respecte of Service, yt maye be that upon Suertie there maye be 
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lent to Chester so muche as maye furnyshe this matter. And 
yt maye be her Majesties councell wilby there wysdomes devise 
some course of furtherance herein, since the Inhabitinge of the 
Citie ys the encrease of Navigacion, And for her maiesties ser- 
vice, And the weckininge of the force of the enemies of her 
mailestie in both the Ilandes. 

Chester and Bristowe lie bothe aptly for wynes, Oyles, Irone, 
silke, frute, and what soever other commodities of Spaigne, 
Barberie or the places within the streits or the Ilandes of Can- 
naries, or of the Surries without the streites, And enow for all 
the most southerly portes of France, for Gaiscoyne wynes, Baye 
salte, wade &c. And these places and Cities shall not, in effecte, 
nede any commoditie of Flanders, And specially the wrought 
wares by the same lyueri, Or what other so ever of nydefull vse, 
as matters maye be vsed, And yf they nyde any, yt shalbe but 
in smale quantetee, And so charge of land cariage of that smalle 
porcion shalbe more portable for the Inhabetantes of the coun- 
tries adioyninge to these Cities Then now yt ys, When the whole 
masse in effecte comethe from Loundone. And for piche, tarr, 
Gable mastes, and all other estland commodities, Chester maye 
provyde ytselfe by passinge aboute Scotlande, as heretofore they 
have donne &c, And notably serve Lancashire with flaxe for 
there lynen trade. 


[Hndorsed.]| Ressons wherefore it is necessarie That a staple 
of Cottones and frices should be staplished at Westchester, 
as the lordes and others of her maiesties most honorable 
Councell have decreed. 


14. OBJECTIONS ADVANCED BY SHREWSBURY TO THE FOREGOING 
PROPOSAL. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CLVIL., No. 5.] 


The aunswere on the behalf of the Towne of Shrewsbury to 
the peticion and pretenses of reasons, on the parte of the Citie 
of Westchester, to have a staple of the Cottons and frises made 
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in Northwales to be setled at the said Citie, with prohibition 
of utterance elsewhere.1 

First we do not gaynesay, but that suche frises and Cottons 
may be brought to Westchester by suche the Quenes subiectes 
as soe fynd it comodious, and we do not deny to the Citie of 
Westchester to drawe them thether by any meanes of profitable 
utterance or otherwise, lawfull or good for the comon weale 
or the pore workemen thereof that they be able; But we say 
that the constraint of the Quenes poore subiectes to resort 
thether, or restraint of them from elswhere, contrary to that 
which they fynde best for their owen benefit and relief in 
respect of the situacion of their dwellinges, and other matters 
serving their comoditie, we thinck to be no reasonable request 
offered to your lordships. 

We saie that suche staple with such restraint is an innovation, 
and a knowen certeyne overthrow of dyvers great and good 
townes cf her Majesties subiectes, that alredie are in good state 
of their owen mayntenance and for her Maiesties service, with 
an uncertayne adventure to amend the state of that Citie who 
is not sure (at least in long tyme) to receave or beare the good 
that they pretend thereby. 

We suppose it also to be against her Maiesties lawes and 
the liberties thereof, wherunto her pore subiectes are inheritable, 
that otherwise than by parliament (where we thinck that it 
will never be founde convenient nor a profitable president) the 
pore subiectes lyving and susteyning them selves and their 
families by their hard labor be restrayned of. their fredome to 
carrie their goodes wrought in her Majesties domynions to suche 
marketes and places within this Realme as they shall finde 
most for their relief and profit, or to forbid eny Towne to receave 
the same. 

Where also any good Townes have endevored them and 
furnished them selves with artificers, laborers, and industry 
in any lawfull arte, as the frezing and cottoning of suche clothe, 
and therby byn occasion of releving the people of the Counties 


‘The manuscript has marginal summaries of each clause, which have 
been omitted here, 
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adioyning and of the multiplicacion and mayntenance of good 
subiectes in those partes, we thinck yt a hard peticion that the 
same trades be overthrowen to the utter undoing of those good 
Townes, and to the discoraging of others in like cases. 

Where any good Townes, as Shrewsbury and others adioyning, 
are maynteyned by suche trade of labor, which requireth the 
handes of many and those of the porer sort and yet stronge 
of bodie, and (yf such labors were not) verie apt to idlenes, 
and the consequences thereof; we thinck it a dangerous peticion 
wherby suche multitudes of suche sort should be put from their 
lawfull mayntenance; and either left more chargeable to the 
Townes than they are able to susteyne, or burdenous to the 
state when the townes haue the meanes taken away to relyeve 
them. 

Where those partes of Wales are become Cyvile, and yet 
many pore, and in suche case as the Townes nere unto them 
doth releive them with vtterance but from hand to mouth, we 
thinck it an uncharitable and perillous request to dryve those 
people to further travaile and iourneys with their Comodities, 
whereby they that now lyve hardly, travailing further with 
more losse-of tyme and charge of Jorney, shall not then be 
hable to lyve at all. 

Where tyme and experience with the industrie of povertie 
that ever by necessitie fyndeth the rediest way of profit hath 
growen into a setled vse, it is hard to chaunge that: experience 
what is best for them upon a bare estimacion of hope, what 
may be better for other. 

In that the Citie of Chester pretendeth that it is better to 
relieve them, than xx suche Townes as Shrewsbury, we contend 
not with them in dignitie, but we trust your Honors will not 
thinck Shrewsbury (being loyall subiectes) vnworthie to have 
the sonne of her Maiesties justice to shyne upon them, that 
both they and other good townes and places adiogning may 
kepe their lawfull fredome, though Chester for their excellencie 
may say they be more worthie, when they have lesse right. 
And yet sometymes have byn, when both the tumultes of Wales 
and invasions of suche as passed through Wales have shewed 
the good peopling of Shrewsbury and those Townes to have 


206 TUDOR ECONOMIC DOCUMENTS 


byn matter of good service for this Crowne and State, and 
that they are at this day of no evill moment to cherish their 
neighbours in honest labor that might be otherwise inclyned 
or lesse furnisshed. Nether do we thinck it a question before 
your Honors of the worthines, but of the Justice, nor whether 
it be to be wished that Chester be relyeved (which we graunt) 
but whether it be mete that Chester be enriched with the spoile 
of Shrewsbury, which we denye. 

The Comoditie of Cottons, as all like Comodities in this ° 
Realme, do encrease to the good labor and benefit of the people 
by the Comodious and plentifull vent thereof. The vent riseth 
or falleth by the vtteraunce, speciallie in foreyne partes, which 
utterance, reason & experience is found to be made lesse or 
greater by the reasonable chepenes of such thinges as be for 
the vse of the pore, as cottons be, but if those Cottons be by 
that staple at Chester to be made dearer, they will beyond 
Seas be lesse vendable, and so decay the making of them in 
England. 

The great vent of suche Cottons is at Roane in ffraunce, where 
they be bought by the merchantes and spent by the pore: They 
have in the Countrie it self a kinde of Course cloth of as good 
use as our cottons, but they cannot be aforded so good cheape 
as ours. If ours then, by this new Staple ata place so incon- 
venient as Chester, shall be so deere, as theirs may be sould as 
cheape as Ours, our trade is overthrowen. 

The great utterance being at Roane, the Charge of trans- 
portacion thether from Chester is so great a difference that 
it will muche alter the price of so lowe priced ware, for that 
which may be assured from London to Roane for thre in 
the hundred will not be assured from Chester for xij in the 
hundred, the voiage is both so long and dangerous. And if 
Chester should send them to London, they must also by that 
meane be more costly than by the direct sending now used. 

The Londoners are now the great buyers and carryers of 
those Cottons to Roane, For which they bring Canvas for the 
Comodities of this land; yf that meane of Cottons be thus 
overthrowen, your Honors can uidge what ware yt is that must 
bring suche merchandise of Fraunce. 
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The comon retorne for cottons from Roane is canvas, which 
is a thing less vendable about Chester of all the partes of 
England, by reason of the plentie of homemade clothe in that 
Countrie, and in Lancashire adioyning, and the great store 
of Irishe yearne. 

Fryses and Cottons in the handes of the pore are suche 
to finde them from hand to mouth, as they must have therby 
thre thinges, viz., oft retorne, redie payment, and easie furniture 
of vitaile and such thinges as they nede, all which shall faile 
to the poore people by this Staple at Chester. 

The retornes be now ofte by reason of the trade of Shrewsbury 
to London and other places, for they buy those thinges of the 
pore in the market of Owcestrie on Monday, &c., and have 
them dressed and send them to London on the Friday after, 
where they sell them and receave money or employ in other 
wares good for the Countrie and so make retorne ordynarilie 
for the most parte within xiii] or xx daies, which from Chester 
cannot so redely be. 

For spedie payment Chester is not furnished as London, and 
in the meane tyme the povertie of Wales cannot tarie for the 
enriching of Chester, where is to be noted that the workers of 
those frizes and cottons are comonlie so pore, as they be not 
hable to pay their weaver and fuller till the Cloth be sould. 
Now for that, and for easie furniture of vitaile and other 
necessaries, their marketes at Owcestrie &c. are so nere that 
they come together both the owner, the weaver, and the fuller, 
to the market, and when the Cloth is sould they part the mony, 
and the distance from their dwellinges to those marketes is so 
small, as many of them carieng their Cloth upon their backe 
they canne all come together and make their market, and buy 
their vitailes, and goe home in one daie, which if they should 
goe to Chester, being a daies Jorney distant and more from the 
most of them, would cost theim thre daies in goeing, selling, 
and returning. 

Also if the merchantes of London should not fetche those 
Cottons to transport them from Chester, the merchantes of 
Chester are not able to doe yt, to any sufficient quantitie, for the 
- Countrie: but it is not likelie that the merchantes of London 
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will comme to Chester for them, for it weare Chargeable for 
them to send emptie shippes to Chester for them, and it were 
vayne to send shippes laden to a place that cannot vent their 
Comodities; Beside that by this meanes the Cottons for the 
length and daunger of voiage would growe to dere a ware for 
ffraunce. 

Where they speake of mayteyning the navie by that Staple, 
they speake most vainely ; for it is a small nomber of Shippes 
that will carie all that Comodities, for accompting the seaware of 
Cottons to be two Tonnes that is xx packes everie weke, which 
is more than is vttered, it exceedeth not c. Tonnes by yere. 

The poore of the Countries lacking their wekelie returnes must 
cause a staie of wolles in the hand of the wolman, their weavers 
and walkers to be without work, and the Countrie without 
money to paie their lordes and provide their necessaries. 

The alteration of whole setled trades of Townes and Countries, 
and removing them to an other unacquainted course, cannot be 
don so sodainly, and the state of the pore whome it concerneth is 
such as they cannot tary the leysure, but must perishe in the 
meanetyme. 

The multitude of those poore in the Countries are so great, as 
the Comoditie of many Townes is nedefull for them, and at this 
tyme, according to the nerenes and ease of their dwellinges, 
they have for market both Chester and Shrewsburie and the 
reste; now to dryve them to Chester onelie is to dryve them 
from the rest of their relief. 

The perill of the voiage is so grete from Chester to Roane, 
that for that cawse even Chester men themselves when they 
send over thether (which is mervelous rare) do sende from 
London, and if by those dangerous and [MS. illegible] passages 
(where often wrekes do happen) Chester should lose a ship (as 
god forbid, but yet it may be), and they going upon Credit (as 
they must doe more than London and other places have nede 
to doe) yi may be suche a losse as the pore Countrie in long 
tyme not will recover, who now beare no adventure. 

Also the trade of land Cariage from Shrewsburie is some relief 
to the Quenes subiectes of the Townes thorough which they 
Jorney. 
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Also the Citie of Chester being so far distant from her Maiestie 
and Counsell, and from nerer loking to your Lordships may con- 
iecture by Liverpole and Chester it self for matter of leather &c. 
whether the Quenes Customes and dueties be more likelie to be 
more certenlie answered there, as in theis nerer portes. 

If they have opynion, or alledge that they knowe or may finde 
some other place or trade for utteraunce of those Comodities 
without ffraunce, they speake not to purpose, for restrayning 
our trade to a staple there. 

For if yt were true yt serveth but to the augmentacion of making 
those cottons in plac2s nere to them wherein they shall doe good, 
and we envie it not, or they may encrease such work in their 
owen towne, or they may buy with us as good merchantes to as 
great quantities as the Country can afford: which is not denied 
them, and should be good both for them and us, and for the 
Countrie, without eny such staple. 

But in truth thereis no lykelyhood of eny such new trade ; for 
the Citie of Bristowe being of more wealth and abilitie, more 
comodiouslie scituate for foreyne partes, more amply stored with 
shipping and use of Navigation, and with Knoledge of other 
Countries and having the benefyt of Severne for cariage unto 
them, have by theis foure or fyve last yeres made triall with 
some small quantities of eche of theis sories in foreyne places, 
but fynd them not vendable but at Roane, which place of Roane 
also they use not with those sortes, as to farre and to dangerous 
a voyage, and yet it is more nere and lesse dangerous then from 
Chester. 

It may therefore please your good Lordships 

That such restraynt of that trade to suche a staple at Chester 
for the reasons and incomodities aforsaid may not be yelded 
unto, wherby Chester is not certeyne to be advaunced, and a 
great nomber of good townes and many poore of the Countrie 
sure to be presentlie undon. 

And for your Lordships satisfaccion (yf it so be your pleasure) 
that yow will imparte this cause to other whome also yt con- 
cerneth, as the merchantes of London and other nerer portes 
that use the trade, and suche as be Retailors of those Clothes 
for the use of the Quenes people within her domynions, and 

WOT TEL. 


210 TUDOR ECONOMIC DOCUMENTS 


also her maiesties officers of her Customs subsidie and Navie, 
by whose experience wise and iust informacions we doubt not 
yor Lordships may be fullie resolved. 

To the Tenne Reasons delyvered on the parte of Chester: 

All theis x reasons doe not extend at all to prove any good to 
the comon weale, that suche a staple be made at Chester, but 
they tend onlie to prove that Shrewsburie be otherwise very well 
and sufficiently provided for, so that they thinck we may spare 
the trade to help Chester, which if yt were treue that we have 
such good estate, we are to thanck god and her maiestie, by 
whose goodnes we enioy such welfare, and by her maiesties 
iustice so we trust still to doe, unlesse better reason be shewed 
than that other have more nede having no right. But in truth 
it is not soe, that we have suche ample benefites as they set out, 
and of those that we have Chester for the most part hath the 
like and better, and for all the good meanes of benefit that we 
enioy we have also a Counterpise of a great multitude of pore of 
the Quenes subiectes dwelling among us and dailie resorting to 
us out of the Counties of Wales and other, whome we now 
susteyne, and whose burthen we could not beare if our said trade 
were abated, and whose sodaine putting to shifte is a matter of 
such daungerous consequence as becometh not us to speake of, 
but do leave it to your honorable wisdoms, nether can we yeld it 
more reasonable that Shrewsburie &c. be ympouerished to 
enriche Chester, than that Sirewsburie &c. be pulled downe to 
build Chester. 

1. The trade of making of Cloth we have nede of, and yet it 
endureth but one part of the yere, and we must set many of the 
pore to work all the yere long, And also Chester may and doth 
use the same, yf they will, and as largly as they will. And yet 
it is not to us so great as it hath byn, for by alluring of our 
workemen from us, Chester it self hath attempted to take part 
of that trade, and it is both in Chester, Ludlowe, Bridgnorth, 
Drayton, Whitchurch, Wellington, Newport, Bisshops Castle, 
and other Townes and village used, which sometymes was at 
Shrewsbury, which yet we must be contented with. 

2. We confesse with thanckfulnes to god and the Quene, that 
we have some sales to Wales, but nothing somuche as in tymes 
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past, because Wales, which was sometymes idle and bought their 
Corne, vitailes, and necessaries with us, are now industrious, and 
have more of their owne, and of merchandizes doe furnishe them 
from other places; but whatsoever Comoditie we have by suche 
sales and resorte, Chester hath more, and so hathe lesse cause 
to upbraid us, or to complayne them selves, both in respect of 
some parte of Wales adioyning to them, and a trade to and from 
the whole Realme of Ireland. 

3. The Ryver of Severne is to us a benefit, but yet the portage 
therby is but some partes of the yere at land floudes and by 
strength of men. 

4. Marketes and faires we have by the grace of our soueraigne 
(whome we thanck for it) but nothing comparable to Chester fcr 
the resort unto them nor for nombers, nor for contynuance of 
faires ; besides that Chester serveth all the nere Countries, both 
Englishe and Welche, with fishe, wherein they may do well to 
encrease their travaile. 

5. We thanck her Maiestie, we have a Schole, but Chester 
also hath soe, and the benefit we have therby serveth to raise 
thanckfulnesse to her Maiestie and endevor for good educacon 
of the [MS. torn] of her pore subiectes, but it is no mayntenance 
to our poore, that must perishe if our trade be abated [MS. torn] 
of the Quenes subiectes, yong and olde. We maynteyne at 
our owen charge a preacher, 52!) pencion and a howse rent 
free, and geve by collection besides the benevolence at our 
howses cxx!' yerelie to the relief of the lame and ympotent 
poore. 

6. We have no suche through fare as in tyme past we have 
had, when Chester and Cheshire resorted to the Councell of the 
marches, who now be dismembred, but when it was at the best 
yt was never comparable to Chester. 

7. We have sometymes quarter Sessions, but in viij'® yeres 
last past we had the assizes but twise. But Chester hath them 
yerelie twise, the great Sessions contynueng a weke. 

8. Theis vjte yeres, there hath byn but one terme kept with us: 
But Chester hath contynuall residence of the Chamber of the 
Countie Palatyne, and the Bisshops Court and office. 

9. The greatest substance of those Clothes coming to Shrews- 
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bury from Northwales, to restrayne them were to undoe those 
Townes and their pore. 

10. The Tenth hath no truth, for the vent of those Clothes are 
onelie at Roane, to which place for ease of voiage and trafique 
Chester men them selves sometyme have used to carrie by land 
to London. 

Towching their discourse of Portes and 
Castell gates and Inland Townes. 


It becometh not us to presume to instruct your lordships with 
our conceites in suche causes, but to leave matters of state to 
her maiestie and your wisdoms, and our part is onelie to thanck 
god, and trust in god, that hath and will blesse her maiestie and 
all your honorable advises, to preserve every part of her people 
in peace and justice, and in their lawfull trades, and that we pray 
to God to blesse her highnes with long raigne, and yor lordships 
with most honorable prosperitie. 

It may further please your Lordships whatsoever is beforesaid 
for Shrewsbury towching the iniurye sought toward them, and 
their perill, is also to be said among other for Owcesirie, and 
thus much also more, that Owcestrie, being a walled Towne, and 
which hath don good service to the Crowne of England, hath no 
suche other benefites and meanes of helpe as we have, but 
dependeth wholie upon their market of buyeng of suche Clothes, 
and the making and workmanship thereof, so as if the said Staple 
should proceade, they were to be viterlie vndon. 


[Endorsed.] The aunsweare of the Town of Shrewsbury to 
the request of Chester. 


15. REASONS FOR ENCOURAGING THE NEW DRAPERIES IN 
ENGLAND, DEC., 1582. 


[S.P.D., Eliz, Vol. CLVI., No. 10.] 


An estimate of the proffit that will yearly growe unto the 
Quenes moest excellent Maiestie by the ordeyning of 
straungers in Hngland to make Clothe after the maner 
and of the same sortes that have bene used to be made in 
the Lowe Countreys. 


THE TEXTILE INDUSTRIES 313 


By estimation it may very well be supposed that the afore- 
said straungers will at Leaste make in England. of the said 
Clothes Twenty thousand yearly, which being transported, and 
no higher custome paid then as englishmen paie, which is vj s. 
viijd. for a shorte Clothe of xxiiij yardes longe, amountethe 
unto V]*Vj°LXv]j lt. xiij s. iiij d. 

And to the making of xxiij clothes wilbe occupied at Least 
two thousand sarplers of wulle, for which the merchantes of the 
staple are to paye unto her Maiestie, as is set downe in the de- 
vise herewith delivered unto your honor, for every serpler at 
Least one with another iij /¢. which amounteth unto vy" La. 

Somme of both the afforesaid parcelles is xijMvj°Lxvj li. 
xlij s. liij d., which compared with the custome growing unto 
her most excellent Maiestie by the staple giveth great cawse 
spedily to put this matter in execution: for the Custome paid 
this present yeare of 1582 by the merchantes of the staple 
Maiestie alloweth for the Fees of the customers and Controllers 
and for waffeting ciiij** lz. 

Moreover your honour may please to consider that as the 
state of the Low Countreys now is there is no hope of amend- 
ment of the Quenes Maiesties custome the staple beyond the 
seas: for those sortes of wulles being of the fyner sortes were 
all wont to be uttered to the Towne of Lile and those partes, 
whiche be now of the maulcontentes and occupie nothing at all 
in their Drapery : the rest of those fyne sortes were wont to be 
conyeyd from the staple into Italy, but now wanting passage 
there is none boughtin the staple. All other courser sortes and 
felles serveth for Holland: but now, by reason of buyeng and 
selling of wulles in England, they are growen to soch prices as 
no man is able to sell those sortes to gaynes, and paye her 
Maiestie custome, and therfore your honors are to provide soche 
spedy remedy as I have set out, being at your honors Comaunde- 
ment to impart my knowleage and paynes taken to studie the 
premisses. Moost humbly beseching your honors to defende me 
against the malignauntes, and otherwise relieve me at her 
Maiesties and your honors pleasures: for (under correction be 
it said) I have done more in my Lyf to advaunce her highnes 
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Custome, then any man in England of my Degree, but hitherto 
I never had any manner of recompence or rewarde for the 
same. And it is not to be dowted but that this Drapery will 
so be encreased by reason of the truth therof, that it wilbe as 
proffitable to her Maiestie as the raysing of the custome of 
Cloth hath bene. And so by these two meanes (I meane the 
Raysing of the Custome upon Cloth from xiiij d. to vj s. viij d. 
and this Clothing in England after the maner of the Lowe 
Countreys) her Maiesties custome wilbe brought towardes 
Lxviij thousand poundes, as in the Raigne of King Henry the 
vj mention is made that the Custome to the staple amounted 
yearly unto. 
John Johnson. 


[Hndorsed.] The Commoditie likely to grow to her Maiestie 
by the strangers clothing in England and erecting a staple of 
wolle within the realme. 

An estimate of the proffit that will growe by the Clothing of 
straungers in Englande. 


16. AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WESTERN CLOTHIERS AND 
THE MERCHANT ADVENTURERS, DEC. 24, 1586. 


[Acts of the Privy Council, New Series, Vol. XIV., pp. 272-75. ] 


Uppon hearinge of soch reportes as were made in writinge 
of the complaintes of sondrie clothiersin Glocestershire Wilteshire 
and Somersetshere for lacke of sales of their cloathes at Blackwell 
Hall in such nomber and at such prices as they were latelie ac- 
customed to the Marchauntes Adventurers, whereby they were 
in some parte forced to decay (sic) their workemen, and in like 
manner of the awnsweres of the Marchauntes Adventurers for 
their defence, and havinge Mr Attorney Generall, who was 
fullie instructed for the clothyers, and the Gouvernor of the 
Marchauntes Adventurers with some of his Companie present, 
who also were harde at good length ech against the other, it 
was at length by the Cownsell concluded as a matter most 
necessarie in this time for manie respectes, and especiallie for 
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keepinge of a great multitude of poor people in worcke by con- 
tynuaunce of draperie in the aforesaid cownties, that the clothiers 
should not lacke the ordynarie vent of their clothes at London 
for default of resonable sales therof to the marchauntes; and 
thereuppon it was determined that the clothiers should be com- 
maunded to recontinew their former trade, and that if they 
should ordynarilie bring to the marketes at Blackwell Hall soch 
sortes and nombers of cloathes as they were in former seasons 
of the monethes of the yeare accustomed to doe, and in like 
manner the Marchauntes Adventurers should also buy the same 
at soch reasonable prices as they were accustomed to doe without 
anie fraude or delaie. And though the Marchauntes alleaged 
that they had great nombers of cloathes lyinge on their handes 
here in London and on shipboorde not sold, yet they declared 
to the Cownsell that uppon a former motion made to them they 
had allreadie agreed to take up on Interest a good somme of 
money on their common charge, with which money they wold 
buy up all soch clothes weekelie as the particuler marchauntes 
for lacke of readie money should not be able to buy, so as the 
clothiers would charge them with no greater nomber then usuallie 
they were accustomed, and thattheircloathes should be marchaunt- 
able, and then they gave assurance in wordes that there should 
be no cause for the clothiers to leave their worcke unoccupied, 
nor to complaine for lacke of reasonable sales. But forasmoch 
as it might be doubted that eyther on the clothiers’ parte or of 
the marchauntes’, in respect of the diversitie of their clothes and 
their prices, there might arise some controversie whereby there 
might be some staie of sale, is was by the Cownsell determined 
that certaine persons of understandinge and of indifferencie to- 
wardes both parties.should be charged weekelie to see to the 
order of the marketes for the said clothes, and should make re- 
port to the Cownsell of the utteraunce of the cloathes; and if 
there were by them fownd anie lack of sale, they should eyther 
by their persuacions remedie the same where the fault should be, 
or else if they could not so convenientlie do, they should report 
their opinions thereof, that by authoritie from her Majesty the de- 
faultes might be reformed, eyther in the clothiers or the mer- 
chauntes. And it was also further declared [to] the Marchaunte 
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Adventurers, that if by their wante of buyinge there should be 
fownde any unnecessarie staie, for remedie thereof there 
should be libertie geven to anie of the Merchauntes of the Staple 
to buy anie clothes weekelie from Friday after xij of the clocke 
all that daie, and on Saterdaie also during the continuance of 
the market to buy anie clothes, and the same to transport into 
anie partes beyonde the seas to be paide to her Majestie as the 
Merchauntes Adventurers ought to doe; and if thereby also the 
clothiers should not have reasonable sales for lacke of buyers, 
there should be libertie geven at those market times, that is, for: 
the afternone on everie Friday and the forenoone on every 
Saterday, for anie marchaunt, English or strangers, to buy any 
soch cloathes, and the same also to transport over the seas, pay- 
inge all duties and customes for the same. And their Lordships 
furthermore declared to the marchauntes that if the default of 
the sales of clothes should be fownd to be in them, whereby the 
people should not be set a worcke, they were otherwise to move 
her Majestie that soch meanes might be used by her permission 
that they dowted not but there should be plentye of buyers and 
transporters fownde for the remedie of anie soch lacke to ensue. 
And, finallie, their Lordships ordered that theré should be letters 
sent to the Lords Lieutenantes, Sherives, and Justices of the for- 
said sheeres to advertise the clothiers what care her Majestie 
had of their case, and what order was taken with the Merchauntes 
Adventurers for their releefe, and therefore to charge them to re- 
continewe their usuall trade for their clothing, and for the settinge 
of the people on worcke as they were accustomed to do. 


17. THE TECHNIQUE OF THE YORKSHIRE WOOLLEN INDUSTRY, 
c. 1588. 


[Hist. MSS. Com. Report, XIV., App. IV., The MSS. of Lord 
Kenyon, pp. 572-73. ] 


The Vycare of Leedes sente for Rauf Mathewe, who ys very 
skelfull in all thinges apperteyninge to his trade of clothinge. 

Instruments :—Wheels, cardes, combes, leades, swinginge 
combe stocks, loomes, sheares, handles, tassells, tenters. 


THE TEXTILE INDUSTRIES 217 


Three score persons are thus to be devided : xii for sortinge, 
dressinge, and lyttinge the wolle ; xxxtie for spinninge and card- 
inge; xii for weavinge and shearinge; the odd vj persons to 
helpe the reste, as to goe to the myllne and tourle, ete. 

‘Syx stone of undressed woole will make ij dossens, or a whole 
clothe, contayninge xxiij yardes in lengthe and vij quarters in 
bredgthe. 

Twelve stone woolle will serve lx persons in a week. 

Four gallons of cyvill [Seville ?] oyle will serve to xij stone of 
-woole, and looke what the wool doth cost after the maner of 
makinge clothe at Leades, the cost wilbe as much more before 
it can be converted to good and perfect cloth. 

One stone of woole spinninge, xxd ; weavinge a dossen, iij s. 
ilij d.; walking a stoke viijd. ; shearinge and dressinge, x d. ; 
and this after the use of Leades, where only brode clothe is 
made. 

Threscore persons are thus to be devided :—Sorting and dress- 
inge, Vj] ; spinninge and cardinge, xl; weavinge, viij; sheremen, 
vj, whereof ij maye be to helpe the reste. 

Two stone beinge xxviij li. will make xviij yardes, yarde 
broade. 

One stone spinninge, 1j s. iiij d. ; weavinge a peece, xd. ; walk- 
inge, ijs.; burleing, ijd.; dressinge, xd. and xl spinners will 
spinne in the weeke xx stone. One gallon cyvill [Seville ?] oyle 
will serve to iiij stone of white woole. 

The woole about Sciptoun will make no carsies, excepte it be 
very pure white; and at Hallifax there is no clothe made, but 
yearde broade carseis. 

If the stuff that is to be brought for lyttinge were cheape and 
easie to be gotten, brode clothe were the beste kinde of clothe 
that is to be made aboute Sciptoun, because it is course woolle. 

Hallifax men occupie fyne wolle most owt of Lincolneshire, 
and there corse wolle they sell to men of Ratchdeall. 

To beginne this trade, some persons must be broughte from, 
Leeds or Hallifax, or from some other towne of that facultie, 
for the teachinge of all these particular offices appertenginninge 
BO ities 
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18. MEMORANDUM ON THE WEIGHT, QUALITY AND PRICES OF DIF- 
FERENT KINDS OF CLOTH, AND OF THE DUTIES UPON THEM, 
17 psc., 1594. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CCL., No. 47.] 


Sorting kersey . . . to weigh by the Statute 22 lb., three 
kerseys in custom for a short cloth because they containe the 
same weight of woolle for 3 kersies weight 66 Ibs. 

An ordinary or northern kersey to weigh 19 lbs., 3 answer in 
custom for a short cloth 57 lbs. 

Devon dozen .. . 14 lbs., 4 to a short cloth 56 lbs. 

A single baie of Norwiche and Colchester being from 54 to 
60 threades doth waigh 27 lbs., the weight of 3 single baies is 

81 lbs. 

A double baie of Sandwich of 100 threades doth waigh 
about 46 lbs., and rating one baie and a halfe for three single 
baies a bay and a halfe waigh 69 lbs. 

A double baie of Sandwiche of 80 threades doth waigh 38 lbs., 
and rating one baie and a halfe for 3 single baies a baie and a 
half waigh 57 lbs. 

A double Norwiche and Colchester baie of 68 threades doth 
waigh 32 lbs., and rating a double and a half for three single 


baies a baie and a halfe do waigh 48 lbs. 
Three hampshire kersies do waigh 66 lbs. 
Three Northern kersies do waigh 57 lbs. 

4 devon dozens kersies do waigh 56 lbs. 
Total 179 lbs. 

Three single baies of Colchester and Norwich waigh 81 lbs. 
Sandwich baie and a half 69 lbs. 
The 68 Norwich and Colchester baie and a half 48 lbs. 
Total 198 lbs. 


The 68 Baie of Norwich and Colchester maie containe in 
length about 36 yards and maie be sould for 16 d. the yarde, the 
value of 3 baies after the rate is Tl. 4s. 

The 100 of Sandwich baie is of the same length as fore and 
maie be sould for 3s. the yeard, the value of one baie and a half 
after the rate 8 lt. 2s, 
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The 80 Sandwich baie is of the same length and maie be sould 
for 2s. 4d. the yeard, the value of one baie and a half after the 
same rate is 6 li. 6s. 

The 68 Norwich and Colchester baie is of the same length and 
maie be soulde for xx d. the yeard, the value of one baie and a 
half after the rate is “4h. 10s. 

Sorting kersies be of sundrie prices as the cloth is in good- 
ness, and one with another they maie be rated at 56 s. per kersie, 
and after the rate the value of 3 kersies is 8 ir. 8s. 

Northerne kerseyes are lykewise of divers prices according 
unto the goodnes of the cloth, and one with another may 
be rated at 28s. per kersey; the value of 3 kerseyes is after 
the rate 4h. 4s. 

Devon dozens are also greatlie differing in prices but may be 
valued at xxxvis. one with another; the value of 4 dozens after 


the rate is Tl. 4s. 
The value of 3 single baies of Norwiche and Colchester is 

lias 28: 

Value of the 100 Sandwich baie and a half is 8 li. 2's. 

Value of the 68 Norwiche and Colchester baie and the 

half is 41s. 10s. 

Total 19%. 16s. 

Value of three hampshire kerseyes is 8 lu. 8s. 

eee a Hortherne 5 a, 4. 4s. 

» >», 4 devon dozens + Ps Tht. 4s. 

Total WS) Yon 1G &. 


The Coxall wolle, whereof all the fyne Coxall clothe are made, 
being next unto Leicester wolle in fynnes, is in manner converted 
wholly into the making of Baies. It maie therefore be verie 
rightlie iudged yf Baies do in fynnes of wolle equall kerseyes, if 
not better them. And you maie manifestlie perceave by these 
foot notes which are before set downe yf Baies do in waight of 
wolle exceede kerseyes, and in value and fynnes of wolle equalle 
kerseys, if not better them. 

The custom of wolle was imposed upon the comodities in 
the raigne of Edw. 3, when there was no cloth draped in this 
land or verie lytle, and afterwards a small custome of 14d. on 
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every short cloth was by the lawe appoynted to be paid, which 
continued unto the raigne of Q. Mary. The Counsell then, 
wiselie foreseeing that by meanes the trade of clothmaking was 
greatlie increased within the Realme and that the nomber of 
clothes then transported did far surmounte the quantitie trans- 
ported in former tymes, and likewise considering the small 
quantitie of wolle which was then transported in respect of the 
great quantitie yearlie transported in former tymes by the 
Staplers, and also seeing the decrease of her Majesties customes 
by reason that so much wolle as did waigh the waight of a short 
cloth being transported in wolle did yeald her Majestie in custome 
six tymes as much as the same waight of wolle did being draped 
into cloth and so transported, They thought it convenient to 
raise the custom of cloth and to make it somewhat after the rate 
of the custome of wolle, that her subjecte receaving a great 
benefyt by drapeing of the wolle into cloth, wherby many 
thousands of poore people were mayntained, She by increasing 
of her custome then decayed might receave the same yearely 
value in custome for wolle draped into clothes and so transported 
that her predecessors did yearely receave for wolle transported 
and undraped: whereupon the custome of a short cloth, which 
was before 14 d., was raised into the Ratt as it is now receaved, 
which is for a short cloth 6s.8d. And the same Reasons that 
then moved the counsell to raise the custome of cloth to answer 
in some equalitie the custome paid for wolle maie also at this 
tyme perswade the reducing of Baies to paie the same custome 
that cloth doth. I have already set downe some reasons to shew 
that Baies do equall kerseys in quantitie and quality of wolle 
and value, but some will saie that in the Book of Rates Baies 
were rated at xls. the pease, which is true they were so; but I 
answer : 

First, the wolle that made those Baies was transported from 
hence into the Lowe Countries, and the custome was paid for the 
same wolle at the shipping outwards. Secondlie, the same wolle 
being wrought into Baies in Flanders, great quantity of the same 
bayes as a forraigne comodity were brought hither, and so rated 
amongst subsidy goodes inwards, and paid custome againe 
before the landing. 
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Now these Baies being whollie made there, they do answer 
after the same Rate of xls. the bay for custome, everie stranger 
payeth 2s, 6d. for every Baie, And so the great custome is lost 
which was paid at the transporting of the wolle which made the 
Baies, when they were made in flanders, which was at the least 
three tymes so much as the OR. [customer] nowe receaveth of 
strangers for the custome of Baies. 

Thirdlie, as the dressing of wolle into cloth before the custome 
ot cloth was raised was a great decay unto the Receipt of the 
custome, by meanes that the custome imposed upon wolle was 
as ys shewed you before six tymes as great as that of cloth, so at 
this tyme the trade of Baies being so greatlie increased and 
daylie increasing, whereby so great a quantitiy of wolle is and 
wilbe converted unto that use, it must needes be graunted that 
the lesse cloth wilbe made, and being transported in Baies her 
Majiestie loosethe by the Strangers two thirde partes of the 
custome she shoulde receave of it transported in cloth. That the 
trade of Baies daylie doth increase it must be graunted, because 
it is come to be a great trade to send Baies into Italie in great 
quantitie, which about x yeares past was an unknowne comoditie 
unto them and in no use. Againe it maie be alledged by some 
that the trade of making of Baies is of long contrievance within 
the Realme, and I graunt it was so; but they were Sudbury baies 
so verie small and course that they were lytle better then a 
cotton, for I have knowne them soulde for xx s. and xxiv s. the 
peace. 

Fourthly, there is another sort of Baies made at Coxall, Maid- 
ston and some other places, which they call minikins, in waight 
length and breadth equall to short Suffolk clothes saving they 
are afted and cottoned lyke unto a Baie. These are in great use 
here, and likewise transported ‘and are converted to frizeadowes, 
wherby it must needes be graunted that her Maiestie doth 
sustaine great losse in her customes, for they are transported for 
baies, and paie custome for bayes: so that whereas a great 
quantitie of our white clothes which were transported into the 
Lowe Countries were there bought by the Duch and converted 
into frizedowes, now these minikins do serve for the same use 
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and better lyked of, and therefore in short tyme hereafter the 
lesse quantitie of cloth wilbe transported. 

And for Englishe Rashes. They are lykewise to be receaved 
unto the due Custom. . . . For of the same kynd of clothes wilbe 
proved that in one of her Maiesties portes, viz. Southampton, 
there are shipped good store of Rashes, which paie by the name 
of custome but xiid. the cloth, and iiid. more for subsidy of 
every such cloth of rash shipped by strangers. Unto which 
drapery is nowe converted most of the fynest wolles that were 
wont to be employed to the draping of fyne kerseyes and Read- 
ing clothes, And the Queenes subiectes taken from the use of 
that drapery and but some few of them imployed to the drapeing 
of those clothes of Rash, if any be, but chiefly the strangers are 
imployed therein, as Southampton for proofe. 

For proof of her Maiesties losse in her custome and subsidy in 
the same clothe is that where by the booke of Rates a cloth of 
Rashe, which was wont to be made of English wolles in Florence, 
which paid first custome for those wolles to the Queene and 
then xiid. for subsidy of poundage, of all the Rashes that were 
so clothed and retourned into the Realme besides iii d. upon the 
pounde for custome for every stranger that brought in the same, 
which was brought in altogether by them were rated at vj!i the 
cloth, which was 7 s. 6d. for every of these clothes. But nowe 
to defraude the queen of her custome and subsidy thereof, They 
be entered at Southampton under the name of sayes, and so paie 
custome and subsidy after that Rate, which is 12d. upon the 
peece for custome, viz. by everie English merchant... LMS. 
torn] ... and 3a. more upon the peace by every stranger ; 
where in truth, considering the fynenes of the wolle, with the 
lengthe breadth and waight of everie of those clothes and their 
values on with another, rated proportionablie, they cannot in 
any reason be lesse rated then for a short cloth. 

For Their lengths are alwaies betweene xxiii yds. and xxviii 
yardes. 

Their breadths are six quarters or within an inch or lesse. 

Their waights are betweene xlii lb. and lii lb., the lyghter the 
fyner. 
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eet worthes by the yarde, which are betweene iiij s. and vis. 
viii d. 

Their worthes dyed in coloures by the yarde are betweene v s. 
and viii s. 

All which pryces are equall in value toa short cloth. And 
therefore no reason to the contrarie but to paie for a short cloth 
the same being of the fynest wolles. 

A short cloth shipped by every English payeth custome 6 s.8 d., 
and by everie stranger 14 s. 6 d. for custome and subsidy. The 
English paie but 12d., so her Maiestie looseth by the English 
5s. 8d. in everie of those clothes. The stranger payeth but 
15 d., so her Maiestie looseth by the Stranger 13 s. 3 d. in everie 
of those clothes, which is fyt to be considered of. 


19. MancHesteR Cortons, 1595. 


[Hist. MSS. Com. Report XIV., App. IV., The MSS. of Lord 
Kenyon, pp. 605-6. ] 


1595, August 1. Whereas upon the petition exhibited to the 
Lordes of her Majestie’s most honorabell Privie Counsell by 
William Sorocold, for and in the names of the shermen of 
Manchester and Salford on the one party, and the traders of 
Manchester, Bolton, and Bury on the other party, yt pleased 
their honors (by their honors’ letters) to committ the hearinge 
and examination of the cause to the right honorabell Sir John 
Forteskew, knight, Chauncellor of her Majestie’s Court of Ex- 
chequier, and the Right Woorshippfull Sir Thomas Egreton, 
knight, Master of the Roles. 

The saied Committees havinge hard and examined the cause, 
this first day of August 1595, they have, with the assent of the 
sayed parties, set downe these articcles as notes of orders which 
they thinke convenient to bee established, touchinge the same, 
viz. :— 

1. Whereas the saied Sorocold, in the names of the said sher- 
men, demaundeth the cottoninge of all such cottones, rugges 
and fryzes, as are used to bee within the County Palantine of 
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Lancaster, the said traders affirming against yt that yt would 
beé greate hurte to the makers thereof in the countrey, beinge 
the greater number, yt ys agreed by both the saied parties, and 
thought good by the saied Committees, that suche order shalbe 
sett downe therein as might redownd to the releive and con- 
tentment of the greatest number of peopill that live thereby, to 
thend the most store or quantetie thereof might bee vented or 
saved for theire benefite. 

2. Therefore yt ys thought meet by the saied Committees, and 
consented unto by the sayed Sorocold, and those parties that 
answere for the saied traders, that the trade or occupyinge of 
cottons, rugges, and fryzes, shall still go forwarde (as ys ac- 
costomed) till further order be taken therein, to thend the poore 
peopell shall not exclaime for want of woorke. 

3. Also yt ys thought good by the saied Committees, and 
agreed unto by the saied parties that appeared before them, 
that in consideration the cottones fittinge for London might 
comonly [be] rowed as they were accustomed before this com- 
plaint made, the shermen shall have eightpence a peece for the 
well rowinge and burlinge of everie peece thereof to be done by 
them, in respect they neyther shere them nor cotton them as 
they doo other cottons fittinge for forraine trade beyonde the 
seas and elswhere, as the partyes desire to have them. 

4, Also yt ys thought convenient by the saied Committees 
that, for the oversight of this rowinge and burlinge to bee done 
for the good of the cloth, there shalbe appoincted and chosen 
in Manchester and Salforde yerely, from yeare to yeare, twoo 
persons of judgment and knowledge therein, to bee vewers 
and overseeres thereof, the one a trader, thother a sherman, 
and the lyke in everie other towne where suche other clothe ys 
made, to the end that suche as fynde themselves grieved that 
theire cloth shall not bee well wrought as yt ought to bee, maie 
complaine to the said overseeres of the parties not doinge theire 
dutyes in theire woorke, and that the offendours maie receyve 
punishment accordinge to the qualety of theire offence, and the 
saied overseeres to bee appoincted by Mr Richard Holland, 
Richard Assheton of Midleton, Ralph Assheton of Leven, and 
Edmund Hopwood, esquire, or any one of theym. 
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5, Also yt ys thought meet by the saied Committees that no 
trader useinge to buy clothe within the saied county to carry or 
cause to bee carryed out of the same, shall or maie rowe, 
pirche, shere, or cotton the same within his owne howse 
or elswhere, eyther by himselve or any other by his procure- 
ment, but shall cause the same to be rowed, shorne, and 
cottoned, by suche shermen or woorkmen as [by] the owner of the 
cloth shall bee thought fitt and woorthee to have the doinge 
thereof, in respect of theire good woorkmanshipy, and shall bee 
so accompted of by the twoo overseeres afforesaied, respectivelie, 
in the places of their office and charge. For that yt ys thought 
there be diveres who, for the tyme, use to take into theire 
. howses suche persons as they neyther give meate nor drinke 
unto, and but very small wages for the present tyme. 

[Further, whereas by a petition exhibited in the names of the 
clothiers and traders] of the County Palantyne of Lancaster, 
complainte was made of the seacheres of London for that they 
had made seazure of a greate quantetie of cottones, rugges, and 
fryzes, whereby the saied traders were prohibited there ordinary 
markett in London; these searcheres pretendinge a forfeyture 
of the moste parte of the saied cottones, affirminge them to be 
fryzes and not sealled (as they ought to bee) neither by the 
owners nor the awlnager. 

To which pretence yt ys answered and affirmed, on the be- 
halve of the saied traders, that they are cottones, and sealled 
accordinge to there nature, bothe by the owner and the 
awlnager, and so shall be prooved by the makers and owners 
thereof, for that they differ nothinge in substance, spinninge, 
weavinge, mylninge, nor any other woorkmanshipp, neyther in 
waight, nor length, but onely in cullour, which cullour was 
lately deceased for the greate good of the countrey and releive 
of the poore therein; for the trade of the oulde sorte of cottones 
which were sent into France, Spayne, and other places, was 
cleane overthrowne, by reason of warres and trobelles that 
happened in those countryes where they were usuallie vented 
and soulde, so that these graye colloured cottones (beinge fitt 
for England) were put in use and made, to the great good of 
many peopell and releive of greate nombers of familyes and 

VOL. I. 15 


226 TUDOR: ECONOMIC DOCUMENTS 


howseholdes in the countrey, which otherwise had [been] given 
to greate wante and misery yf the cullour had not bene altered 
and devized, as nowe yt ys used. 

Uppon the hearinge of this cause betweene the saied traders 
and seachers by the sayed Sir John Forteskew and Sir Thomas 
Egerton, as afforesaied, It ys ordered that the saied traders and 
clothiers shall put in suerties, to bee bound in fower hundred 
powndes, to stande to the awarde and judgment of the Right 
Honorable the Lord High Thresorer of England, and of the 
saied Sir John Forteskew, touchinge the saied matter and con- 
troversie that for theire Honors’ better information therein, 
reporte or certificate shall bee made from the worshipful justices 
of peace [four names], which justices shall trie and certefy, from 
the clothiers and makers of the countrie where the saied cottones 
and fryzes are made, whether they bee cottones or fryzes that 
bee in controversie as aforesaid. For that the saied traders 
affirme that they have fryzes made in the countrey, accordinge 
to the statute provided for them; but that these graye cottones 
are cottones in waighte and length, accordinge to the forme of 
the ould sort of cottones made in the same countrey, accordinge 
to the statute in that behalve. And, therefore, the awlnager 
and seallers do continewe theire seallinge as they were accus- 
tomed, untill furder order be taken in the cause. 


20. A COTTON TRADE PARTNERSHIP, 1610. 
[ Palatine Note Book (1881), Vol. 1., pp. 126-27.] 


[Indenture between] George Tipping of Manchester in the 
Countie of Lancaster Clothier uppon th’ one parte and George 
Chetame of Manchester aforesayd Clothier upon the other parte. 
Wittnesseth that the said George Tipping, in Consideration of the 
Experyence and confydence which he hathe of the ffidelytie of 
the sayd George Chetame (being his said servante), is contented 
and agreed that the said George Chetame shall and maye em- 
ploye and use a Stock of three Hundreth and twentie powndes 
together with all such Stocke and Sommes of money as are or 
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shalbe by him the sayd George Tipping imployed or used, as 
well in and about the buyinge and sellinge of Lynenclothe 
commonlie called Stopport cloth, as in and about the buyinge 
and sellinge of Cotton Wooll or Cotton Yarne, and also in and 
about the buyinge and sellinge of woollenclothe commonlie 
called ffrizes, Whites, Ruggs and Bayes, from the daie of the date 
hereof for and duringe the Terme and tyme of one whole Yeare 
“now next followinge fullie to be completed and ended (yf bothe 
the sayd George Tipping and George Chetame do so long live). 
And that he the sayd George Chetame etc. in consideracon of his 
sayd Stock and of the travell and indeavore in that behalf to 
be taken (as herein after is menconed), shall and maie have and 
receave as' well the moytie and one halfe of all and everie the 
clere proffits and gaines which shall aryse and be made of or by 
the imployment and usinge of the sayd severall stocks or anie 
part thereof, in the buyinge and sellinge of the said Stopport 
clothe, Cotton Yarne, or Cotton Wooll, as also one third part of 
all and everie the cleare proffitts and gaines which shall aryse or 
be made of or by the imployinge or usinge of the same severall 
Stocks or any parte thereof, in the buying and selling of ffrizes, 
Whites, Ruggs and Bayes accordinge to the true meaninge of 
these presentes. 

[Furthermore Tipping covenants and grants to and with 
Chetame that the former] shall and wyll well and trulie imploye 
and bestow in Manchester in the sayd Countie of Lancaster or 
where it shalbe most commodious and proffitable, in and about 
the buyinge and provydinge of the said Stopport clothe, ffrizes, 
Whites, Ruggs and Bayes as is aforesayd, all such somme and 
sommes of money and stocks as are or shalbe by the sayd 
parties or either of them disbursed to be imployed or used in 
or about the same as aforesayd. And the same clothe, ffrizes, 
Whites, Ruggs and Bayes so bought and provyded shall and 
will send consigne or cause to be sent and consigned to the 
Citie of London, to be there delyvered to the said George 
Chetame to be sould and putt to sale as herein after is 
menconed. [And Chetame covenants and grants to and with 
Tipping that he shall] for the most part contynue in the Citie 
of London and there and elsewhere, as occasyone shall require, 
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shall and wyll well and trulye indeavore and imploye himselfe 
in the sellinge and disposinge of such Stopport clothe, ffrizes, 
Whites, Ruggs and Bayes as shalbe bought and provyded for 
or with the same severall sommes of money and stocks, or for 
or with anie of them or any part thereof, or for or with the gaines 
or increase of the same or anie part thereof, to the most proffitt 
he maie or can withoute ffraude or covin. 

[Provision that the parties shall keep ‘‘bookes of accomptes 
and reckonings”’ showing ‘‘ the gaynes losses and charges which 
thereof or thereby shall aryse growe or come and all Bonnds 
Bylls Specyalities and Debts which shalbe made or taken touch- 
inge or concerninge the same”: the profits or losses to be 
divided each year, Chetame receiving one half in the one case 
and paying one-third in the other case. | 


SECTION V.—MINING AND METALLURGY. 


1. LEAD MINERS OF YORKSHIRE V. THE MERCHANTS OF YORK, 
1499. 


[Select Cases in the Court of Star Chamber, ed. I. S. Leadam (Selden 
Soc., 1903), Vol. I., pp. 69-71.] 


To the kyng our souereyn lord 


Shewith humbly vnto your highnes your poer sugettes and 
continuall oratours all the myners and makers of lede within the 
countie of York, that where it was late ordynyd and enactyd in 
your most high court of parlement holden at Westminster the 
[seventh] yeare of your most noble reigne by the Autorite of the 
same, such weightes and mesures of brasse as your grace hadd 
then causid to be made accordyng and agreable vnto certen old 
weghtes and mesurs of long tyme remaynyng in your exchecquer 
shuld be oonly vsid and occupied, and that noon other weghtes 
ne mesures except such as were agreable and of lyk weght and 
mesure with the same should be vsid within this your Realme; 
and by the same autorite it was enactyd that oon of euery 
of the said weghtes and mesurs shuld be conveyd vnto euery 
shire town within this your Realme, to thentent there to be vsid 
and occupyed and noon other, accordyng vnto the said ordyn- 
aunce, by force whereof oon of euery of the said weghtes and 
mesure were conveyed vnto the citie of York and there re- 
mayneth in there Gyld hall. Which notwithstandyng s0 it is 
now, good and gracious lord, that the said marchauntes will nott 
by of your said oratours there said lead by your said weghtes, 
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but vsis, at all tymes after that your said oratours be agreid 
with the said marchauntes what they shuld haue for A foder, 
your said oratours trustyng veryly to be vsid with the same 
weghtes to wee the said leed, after there pleasour and for there 
synguler lucour wee the said leed with certen weghtes made 
by the said marchauntes withoute eny auctorite, which excedith 
your said weghtes in euery D¢ weight xxx or xl Jz. or more; and 
yit the said marchauntes not therwith contented lyeth in the 
scale a by weght of vij li. to euery gret peece of leed, which they 
will in no wise rakyn in part of the foder, by which yntrue and 
feynyd weghtes and dyuers misdemeanynges of the weyer & 
keper of the crayn your said poor oratours er gretly im- 
pouerysshed and almost vtterly undeyn. And more ouer wher 
withoute tyme of mynd there was neuer payid nor vsid to be 
payd more then ijd. 0b. for weyng and drawyng vp of a foder 
of leed at the said crayn, So it is nowe, good and gracious lord, 
that the yere now last past, oone John Metkalff beyng mayer of 
the said cite, the said mayre to geder with the comen Councell 
of the same cite, of there cuvetus myndes and without eny lawfull 
autorite, ordayned and enacted among theym selff that your said 
Oratours shall pay for euery foder of leed by theym brought to 
the said cite and weid at the said crane at all tymes thirafter 
xiii] d., whan the saide mayre and bredren of the said cite hath 
euer after sett decre *! said *? levyd contrary Right and good 
conciens; wherevpon your said poer Orators, well seyng and 
' perceyueng aswell the said onlawfull weghtes as the said onlaw- 
full decre indendyd and of * * * * *3 past downe your streme 
of ows forby the said cite with there said leed ynto your town 
of Kyngeston upon Hull, intendyng there to haue vttered and 
sold the same, which as soon as the said mayre and his brethren 
perceived, withoute eny lawfull autorite and to thentent to compel 
your said sugettes to vtter *1 * * *2 * * * * ¥ * *1 would not 
suffre them to passe down your said streme to such tyme as 
they had paid vnto the said marchauntes *? the foder xiiij d. 


1MS. torn, 4MS. obliterated. 
‘MS. indecipherable, 
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2. IRON WORKS IN SUSSEX AND WASTAGE OF TIMBER, 1548-49. 


[Hist. MSS. Com. MSS. of the Marquis of Salisbury, Vol. XIIL., patos] 


1548, 13 Nov. to 1549, Jan. 14.—(1) Commission to Thomas 
Carden, knight, Edward Shirley, John Thetcher, Edward Bel- 
lingham and 16 others (named), or any 6 or more of them, to 
examine witnesses on oath on the interrogatories enclosed.— 
Westminster, 13 November, 2 Edward VI. 

(i) First the iron mill of Robertsbridge standing within 3 miles 

of the salt water.1 

(ii) The iron mill of Etchingham within 5 miles of the salt 
water. 

(iii) The iron mill of Paschely within 4 miles of the salt water. 

(iv) The iron hammer of Mowntfild within 4 miles of the salt 
water. 

(v) The iron hammer of Chiddingly within 4 miles of the salt 
water. Interlined : ‘“‘beseeching Your Grace to give com- 
mandment especially that it may go no longer.” 

(vi) The iron mill of Sheffield within 7 miles of Lewes. 

(vii) The iron mill of Freshfield within the parish of Horstead 
6 miles of the town of Lewes. 

(viii) The iron mill of Buckstead within 8 miles of Lewes. 

(ix) The iron mill of Framfield within 6 miles of Lewes. 

(x) Also the 4 iron mills of Warbleton standing within 6 miles 
of the salt water. 

(2) Petition to the Duke of Somerset, for a new commission. 
Articles to be enquired of by virtue of the King’s commission to 
be directed to certain men of Sussex concerning the hurts done 
by iron mills and furnaces made for the same. 

1. How many iron mills and furnaces for the same be now in 

Sussex ? 

2. How much great wood by estimation is yearly destroyed by 

the said mills and furnaces ? 


1J¢ should be observed that this report contains a number of mis-state- 
ments, which must have been deliberate, as to the distance of certain iron 
mills from the sea. Robertsbridge is at least ten miles away as the crow 
flies, and considerably more by road. 
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. How much the price of a load of wood is already enhanced 


in divers places in Sussex by occasion of the said mills 
and furnaces ? 


. Whether the said iron mills and furnaces be occasion of 


great detriment as well to the inhabitants in the towns of 
Calais and Guisnes, Bullen [Boulogne], etc., as also to the 
inhabitants of many towns and parishes in Sussex con- 
cerning their fuel. 


. If the said iron mills and furnaces be suffered to continue, 


then whether thereby there shall be great lack and 
scarcity of timber and wood in the parts near the mills 
for the making of houses, ships, etc. All the wood now 
standing within the county is not able to satisfy the 
ordinary occupations and necessary fuel wood for the 
poor commons the space of 20 years. 


. What number of towns are like to decay if the iron mills 


and furnaces be suffered to continue ? 


. What number of persons are like to want livings if the iron 


mills, etc., be suffered to continue ? 


. What hurts and harms have been done by occasion of the 


mills? And what be like to follow if they continue? 


. Whether notwithstanding the great number of mills iron is 


of a more greater (sic) price than it was at before there 
were so many? 


10. How many of the iron mills and furnaces may con- 


veniently be suffered to continue, and which of them the 
same is (sic) ? 

These be the names of all the parishes in Sussex 
which ought to be inquired of and how many men, 
women and children be in every one of them, which 
parishes are next unto the sea, and 10 miles from the 
wood, which is like to decay for lack of timber and wood 
which they cannot live without. 

First Pevensey, Westham, Eastbourne, Friston, East- 
dean, Jevington, Westdean, Littleton, Loynton, Anfris- 
ton, Seaford, Bletchington, Bishopton, Heyghton, Denton, 
Myching, Pedinghow, Telscomb, Rotingdean, Ovingdean, 
Brighthemston, Howve, Aldrington, Southwick, Kings- 
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ton, Bowsee, New Shoreham, Old Shoreham, Portslade, 
Hangleton, West Blatchington, Petcham, Preston, Stam- 
ner, Falmer, Kingston, Iford and Radmyle. And to these 
may be joined Hastings, Winchelsea and Rye, with all 
those towns that have wood, timber, lathes, board, and 
such like from the said towns of Rye and Winchelsea, as 
Hythe, Dover and Sandwich, Calais, Guisnes, Hammes, 
Blacknes, Hambleter and Boulogne, with all the rest of 
the King’s Majesty’s towns and pieces that are on th’ 
other side the sea, which in short time shall much more 
feel the great incommodity that daily groweth through 
those iron mills that are near the sea coast, than those 
other parishes and villages and towns on this side. 

(3) The certificate made into the King’s Majesty’s High Court 
of the Chancery the quindene of St. Hilary, by John Thatcher, 
Thomas Morley, William Oxenbridge, Thomas Darrell, William 
Thrille, Richard Sharpe, John Moore, James Hobson, and 
Thomas Birchet, commissioners with others concerning the iron 
mills in Sussex and by division limited to the Rape of Hastings 
in the said county. 

The names of the jury of the townships of Rye, Winchelsea, 
and Hastings taken in the name of the whole inhabitants of the 
said towns [twenty-three names given]. 

The presentments of the aforesaid jurors for and concerning 
the annoyances of the iron mills in Sussex exhibited at Battle 
the 14 January, 2 Edward VI., as followeth :— 

To the first article we present that in the Rapes of Lewes, 
Pevensey and Hastings are iron mills and hammers to the 
number of fifty and upward. 

To the second we present that the iron mills and furnaces do 
spend yearly by estimation one with another above 500 loads of 
coals, allowing to every load of coals at the least three loads of 
wood ; that is every iron mill spendeth at the least yearly 1,500 
loads of great wood made into coals, besides the great and 
noisome spoil of the said woods which is engendered for lack of 
cherishing of the increase of the same so felled to the use of the 
iron mills. 

To the third we present that not only within these seven years 
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last past the price of a load of wood by reason of the number 
oceupied at the iron mills is enhanced to the inhabitants of the 
aforesaid towns at the least 6 d. upon every load, but also the 
sellers of the wood weighing the “skantie” of woods grown by 
occasion of the iron mills do bring less loads daily, and that way 
also besides their daily rising in price do nip the poor inhabit- 
ants of the said towns a quarter of a load of wood in every load. 

To the fourth we present that the iron mills and furnaces, and 
especially all those that are within ten miles of the seaside, as 
the mills of Robertsbridge, Etchingham, Warbleton, Penhurst, 
Chidingly, Pascheley, Montfeld, Sheffield, Freshfield, and such 
other within ten miles of the seaside or six miles of the Downs 
of Sussex will not only bring to pass, and that in short time, 
that the King’s Majesty’s towns of Boulogne, Calais, Guisnes, 
Hammes and other the King’s Majesty’s pieces and holds on the 
other side the sea shall have no kind of wood for their fuel out of 
Sussex from whence they make their chiefest provision ; but the 
towns of Rye and Hastings with Winchelsea, Hythe, Dover and 
Sandwich with divers other towns and parishes that make their 
provision at Rye shall not have wood for their money if the iron 
mills stand any while, for they shall not have it to be gotten in 
the country. 

To the fifth we present that if the iron mills be suffered to 
continue there will not only be such ‘“‘scantie”’ of timber that 
there will not be to build in the parts near them either houses, 
watermills or windmills, bridges, sluices, ships, crayers, boats, 
and especially for the King’s Majesty’s towns and pieces on the 
other side the sea; besides the lack of timber that will be for the 
making of gunstocks, wheels, arrows, pipes, hogsheads, barrels, 
buckets, sieves, saddletrees, ‘dossers,’ bellows, showles, 
‘skopets,’ bowls, dishes, bills, spears, morrispikes with such like 
necessaries ; but also the aforesaid towns of Hastings and Rye 
which are at a daily charge in making of ‘jutties’ and piers for 
defences of safeguard against the seas shall not be able to have 
in the country nigh by reason of the iron mills timber sufficient 
to maintain their piers and ‘jutties.’ 

To the sixth we present that if remedy for the iron mills be 
not shortly had, the towns of Hastings and Rye for lack of 
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timber to maintain their daily buildings against the seas, for lack 
of timber to repair and new build houses, and for lack of 
necessary wood for fuel for the relieving of the poor fishers after 
their arrival from their daily fishing to dry their clothes and 
warm their bodies, by whose trade chiefly the said towns stand, 
the same will shortly decay. 

To the seventh and eighth articles we present that the number 
of the towns and parishes that must needs decay by reason of 
the standing of the iron mills and furnaces is so great; and as 
to the number of such as lack livings and are like to lack through 
their means, we cannot number, the same is and will be so 
great. 

To the ninth we present that if the iron mills continue only 
there shall be but a few take commodity by them, and many a 
thousand not yet born feel with their parents the great hurt and 
incommodity engendered by their continuance. 

To the tenth, that where before these number of iron mills 
were erected, men might buy iron for 41. the ton, iron now is 
worth 97. or 10 J. the ton, or better. 

To the eleventh we present that these iron mills and furnaces 
which are above 10 miles off from the seaside and 6 miles from 
the downs, and not within 10 miles of the sea coasts or 6 miles 
of the downs, may best be spared to stand. 


Commissioners’ Seals attached. 


(3) The names of the jury of the Rape of Hastings [16 names] 
Presentments of the said jury to the above articles: brief and to 
the same effect as the above. 

(4) Certificate made into the King’s Majesty’s High Court of 
Chancery, the quindene of St. Hilary by Edward Shorley, John 
Staple, Edmund Michell, Thomas Challoner, John Batnour, 
Robert Morley, and John Stemp commissioners with other, 
concerning the iron mills in Sussex, and by division limited to 
the rapes of Lewes and Pevensey in the said county. 

The names of part of the jury of the borough and rape of 
Lewes, besides 80 persons sworn also with the other, taken in 
the name of all the whole inhabitants (85 names]. 

The presentment of the aforesaid. jury concerning the annoy- 
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ances of the iron mills in Sussex exhibited at Lewes January 12 
in the year 2 Edward VI., as hereafter ensueth :— 

To the first article we present that there be within the shire 
of Sussex to the number of 53 iron mills and furnaces. 

Unto the second, that a hammer and a furnace spendeth yearly 
a 1000 loads of coals, which amounteth to 3000 loads of wood, 
besides the waste, which we be not able to answer unto. 

To the third article, that within 15 years last past upon the 
downs a load of wood was commonly bought and sold for 14 d., 
and now by occasion of the mills and furnaces every load is 
enhanced to2s.8d.and3s. And in the Weald among the woods 
a load of wood was commonly brought and sold for 4d., and 
now by occasion of the mills every load is enhanced to the sum 
of 12 d. 

To the fourth, the mills and furnaces do damnify and hurt as 
well the inhabitants of the towns of Calais, Guisnes, Boulogne 
and other beyond the sea as the inhabitants of Sussex. 

To the fifth we present that if the mills and furnaces be 
suffered to continue, whereas now all manner of timber and 
wood for all manner of occupations as well for the sea as for the 
land is very scanty already, by the said mills and furnaces 
hereafter should be scarcity and almost none to be gotten. 

To the sixth we present that if the mills and furnaces be 
suffered to continue all the towns and villages upon the downs 
between Lewes and Bramber are within a short while like to 
decay and not to be inhabited for lack of timber and fuel. 

To the seventh, that all the inhabitants of the towns and 
villages abovesaid shall be driven to seek their living in other 
places and there utterly to forsake their dwelling, whose number 
we be not able to express, if the mills and furnaces be suffered to 
remain. 

To the eighth we do present that what hurts and harms hath 
been done by occasion of the mills and furnaces we cannot 
express, it is so great, and what will follow hereafter, we be not 
able to say. 

To the ninth, whereas before so great a number of these 
furnaces and iron mills were erected and set up iron was at 31. 
the ton, now it is enhanced to 81. the ton and upward. 


MINING AND METALLURGY 237 


To the tenth article we present that if the mills should be 
suffered to continue, then within short time tanners should not 
be able to occupy their tanning for lack of tan, because they fell 
the woods out of season. 

To the eleventh article, we think there may no iron mills and 
furnaces continue and remain within the space of 20 miles of the 
sea, 

The names of the jury for the rape of Pevensey [30 names]. 

To the first ten articles we present in every point according 
as the jury of the rape of Lewes have presented. 

To the eleventh article we do present that the furnace and the 
hammer now being within the forest of Worth may conveniently 
continue and remain: and unto all the residue we do refer us to 
the King’s most honourable Council. 


Signed and Sealed by the Commissioners. 


(5) The information of the hurts by mean of a hammer begun 
to be made at Lamberhurst, which is 16 miles from the seaside. 

Alexander Collyn hath begun to make a hammer for iron 
making in the parish of Lamberhurst in Sussex, for the which 
he hath obtained grant of Sir John Gresham, Knight, owner of 
the waste ground and common wood in and nigh Corselewood in 
Wadhurst, and hath cut down the most part of all the oaks 
standing in the same wood and ground, and beginneth to cut 
down the beeches standing and being in the same; by mean 
whereof in short time the same woods if that hammer do there 
continue will: be utterly wasted and destroyed, to the utter 
undoing of a great number of the inhabitants and tenants in that 
part. And that there be in the parishes of Lamberhurst and 
Wadhurst three hammers and four furnaces which will spend 
much woods, and that the hammer if it be thoroughly occupied 
will spend about 400 loads of coals, and to every load of coal is 
required 3 wain loads of wood. And moreover for the con- 
veyance of water for the maintaining of the same hammer the 
same Alexander Collyns hath caused a great ditch to be made by 
estimation in length 3 or 4 furlongs, which he hath made cross 
a highway there nigh a place called Hotheby, and by the same 
ditch intendeth to turn the water of a common stream or river 
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there which doth divide the King’s Majesty’s shires of Kent and 
Sussex, and also the lordships and lands of divers of the King’s 
subjects, whereby hereafter may ensue much trouble and business 
in that part and great hurt and charges to the inhabitants there 
if speedy remedy be not had for the premisses. 


Underwritten. ‘Per me Thomam Darell informatorem 
presentis Jure.” 


3. THE ASSISE OF FUEL (7 EDWARD VI. c. 7), 1553. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. I1V., Pt. I., p. 171.] 


Where thassise and measure of Talwoodd Billet Fagot Coles 
and other Fuell appoincted and assessed by an Acte of Parlya- 
ment made at Westminster the xxij'*® daye of January in the 
Xxxilij'® yere of the reigne of our late Sovereyn Lorde King 
Henrye the Hight, ys the same Aseise that was kept in the 
time of King Edward the iiij'te, whiche Assise hathe not been 
kepte nor coulde not conveniently be kept theis lx° yeres, nor 
of thes days can be kepte by reason of the great scarcitie of 
Woodes that is happened sens the tyme of the sayd King 
Edwarde the Fourthe; And also by reason of the greatnes of 
the said Assise, the same Fuell nor Coles canne not be caryed 
at theis days without alteracion of the Cartes wherin suche 
Fuell and Coles ar nowe caryed ; by reason whereof, and for 
that in the sayd Statute the penaltie which ys the forfeicture of 
the said Fuell or Coles lackyng the sayd Assise conteyned in 
the said Acte dependeth upon the buier therof and not upon 
the seller ne maker marker or fellor of the same; By reason 
wherof divers Cityes and Countreis ar lyke presentely to lacke 
Fuell and Coles oneles spedye remedye bee shortly had in this 
behalf: For redres wherof Be it enacted by aucthoritie of this 
presente Parlyament, that no persone or persones shall susteine 
any losse peyne or penaltie for buyeng or sellyng of any 
talwood byllet or fagot nowe cut and made, althoughe the same 
bee not of thassise conteined in the said Acte, any thing in the 
sayde Acte conteined notwithestanding. And that all talwoode 
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billet fagot and coles to be made and put to sale in the Cities 
of London and Westminster, or in the suburbes of the same, 
after the last day of September next comming, shall kepe thassises 
hereafter expressed ; that is to wete, that every sack of Coles 
conteine foure Bushelles of good and clean Coles; And that 
every Talshidde conteine in leagth foure foote besydes the carfe, 
and every Talshiede named of one to conteine in greatnes within 
a foote of the mydest, xvj ynches aboute: [goes on to prescribe 
the size of the Talshied and the Billet]; whiche Assises are lytle 
lesse then thassises conteined in the sayd former Acte, and also 
arr muche greater then any assise that nowe ys or of any long 
tyme hathe been communey kepte. 

And Be it ferther enacted, That it shalbe lawfull from hens- 
forthe for every owner without daunger of any forfeiture, to 
make Billettes of twoo caste, and that all Billettes of twoo caste 
from hensforthe to be made and put to sale shalbe of thassise 
herein comprised or more, and shalbe marked onlye within 
syxe ynches of the middest thereof; and that every Billet of 
one caste from hensforthe to be made and put to sale shalbe 
onely marked within foure ynches of thende thereof; upon 
payne that every marker and every seller that shall make 
any suche Fuell or Coles and putte the same to sale, to for- 
feicte for every Shiede of Talwood Billet Fagot or Sacke of 
Coles from hensforthe putto sale lacking of the Assise aforesayd 
iij s. iiijd. ; and that this presente Statute onely and no other 
Statute of Assise of Fuell or Coles shall from hensforthe stande 
in force ne take place. 

And Forasmuche as by the gredye appetite and coveteousnes 
of divers persons, Fuell Coles and Woodd runnethe many 
times throughe foure or fyve severall handes or moe before it 
comethe to thandes of them that for their necessitie doo burne 
or retaile the same: Be yt ferther enacted that from the first 
daie of May next comming no person or persons shail buy any 
suche Wood Coles or Fuell but onelye suche as will burne or 
consume the same, or suche persones as shall sell the same 
agayn by retaile to suche as shall burne or consume the same 
for their own occupieng without fraude or covine, or Wharfingers 
or Bargemen; upon payn to forfeicte the treble value of all 
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suche Woodd Coles and Fuell as shalbe otherwise bought for 
any lucre or gayne: And that no person or persons shall alter 
any marck or assise of any of the said Fuell markedd or sised 
according to this Statute in peine of the lyke forfeicture as ys 
aforesayd, thone half of all whiche forfeitures herein conteined 
shalbe to the King our Soverein Lorde, and thother half to him 
or them that will sue for the same by Accion of Dett, Bill, Plaint 
or Informacion in any of the Kinges Courtes of Recorde, wherein 
no essoine proteccion nor wager of lawe to bee allowed or ad- 
mitted for the Defendantes. 

[Suit must be brought for these penalties within a year. If 
the offender cannot pay the forfeit he may clear himself by ap- 
pearing at 11 o’clock in the next Market with a Billet or Fagot 
bound to some part of his body.] 

[The act is not to apply to “ the Towne of Calyce (Calais) and 
the Marches of the said towne.’’] 


4, THURLAND AND HOCHSTETTER TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL CON- 
CERNING COPPER MINING IN CUMBERLAND, MAY 26, 1565. 


(S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XXXVI, No. 59.] 


To the Quenes maiesties most honorable privye Counsuile. 
May it please your honors to be advised that we have 
broken uppe and oppyned in the Countie of Comberland the 
lickelye places for the Copper Owres, wherbye wee have found 
ther Copper Owre conteyninge sylver, wherewith we have 
receyved likinge to our contentacon, trustinge therof to have 
sufficientlie, yf the vaynes of the same owre shall (as they are 
lickelye) contynewe, as they are presentlie in shewe. To the 
greate lett of our pretendend precedinge therin, wee fynde 
greate want of skilfull and experte Arts menn, and of woods, 
for smelting of the same owres, ffor the Releif wherof, ffirst we 
humblie Require your honors ayde, that therbie it may please 
the Quenes maiestie to grant us sufficient warrant to bringe 
into this her highnes Realme, from the partes beyond the Seas, 
ij or ilij hundreth Arts menn Straungers, for the manuringe of 
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the said owre, they to be broughte hither from tyme to tyme as we 
shall have occasion to use them. Secondarilie, we Require, that 
by your honors licke ayde, it maye please the Quenes maiestie 
to grant us her highnes most gracios licke warrant, to take in 
any place of the north and northwest parts of Yerland such of 
her maiesties woods as wee shall fynde there, whereof we shall 
have neyde, about the Smeltinge of the said owres, and suche 
and so muche wood of any her highnes subiects woods, growinge 
within the said parts of Yerland, paynge for the same, as usually 
by others ther haith bene payd. And to have aucthoritie to take 
cariage for the same, to suche places wher wee shall make our 
Smeltinge howses, uppon reasonable and usuall prices. And 
for the better instructinge of your honors therin, we Require, it 
maye please you, to caull before your honors Sir Nicholas Bag- 
nold knight, Mt Capytayn Pers, and M™ Lancaster, one of the 
Quenes highnes Chapleyns, And We Require also, that it maye 
please the Quenes Maiestie and your honors to make Restraynt 
of anye Sayle to be hadd, or made, of any her highnes woods 
growinge within her maiesties said Countie of Comberland, or at 
ffurnes ffells, for we understand that some of late doe practise 
to prevent us. And lastlye, we Require that for the preservacon 
of the woods in borowdale, within the said Countie of Comber- 
land, that order may be taken presentlie that none of the 
Tenants ther doe anye waste in any of the woods there, as they 
yerlie have doone. 


Your honors humblie at Commaundement 


Thomas Thurland 
of the Savoye 


Daniel Hochstetter 


[Endorsed.| 26 May, 1565. The Master of the Savoy & Daniell 
Hochstetter to the Counsell touching Copper. mynes. 


0) Fe 16 
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5. WILLIAM HUMFREY TO CECIL EXPLAINING WHY HANS LOWVER 
HAS REFUSED TO BRING THE ART OF BATTERY INTO ENGLAND, 
Aua. 28, 1565. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XXXVIL, No. 21.] 


My duty most hummbly remembred, may it pleas your honor 
to understand what hathe bene the Cause that Hanse Lower 
have refused to be bounde to bring battery in to this Realme 
and of late have allso refused to promyse the same with owte 
bond, notwithstanding the brute gevin farth by the master of 
the Savoy to the Contrary, whoo indede dothe not yet know 
howe dificill the attemp therof is. Yt Cannot be recouered with 
monye, And owte of the bondage and felloshyp of that Com- 
pany of batterers which ar unyted, ther is not one knowne 
In all germany that hathe the free knowledge of thies arts, but 
this mann only, who will not forsake his Cuntry and becumm 
Englysh for xxj yeris, neyther shall aprentetis which may be 
bound to the Englysh part have any succession worthy ther 
prentyshode by the terme of xxj yeris. And yf it may pleas your 
honor to Consider howe the staple merchandyse of this Realme 
ys decayde, which by this rare knowledge to this Realme may 
be merveylusly increasyd, and herewith to Consider that no Citie 
in all germany being the nere neighbors to nurhemburgh and 
of ther Cuntrey, Cannot recouer this art, The which Citie arte- 
ficially gouerned ys the mayntayner of dyvers thother Cities by 
the trade of the manuall works that issueth from thence to all 
the parts of europa. And yf I had not thought that your honor 
had bene perswaded herof, I wold spedely have endyd my 
Travayle herin and not burdeyned my self with so many Cares 
as belongeth to this matter, for allredy, fearing Casualltie of 
death in this mann I have Secretly preparyd suche Englysh 
menn as shall more sodeynly learne than he aspecteth; that is 
to say of yong men goldsmythes that ar of the best hamer men 
for one part, which is for all battery that shalbe hollowed in 
rownd forme, half rownd, longe, or any way who at the first sight 
ar able to understand; Item also of gold wier drawers which is 
mysticall, of Casters of inbossed woorks of gold and sylver to be 
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cast sad or hollowe ; allso of fyners apt for the commyxon of the 
ores to make latten ; and lastly I have provided for geometricians 
skylfull in mettals, for spedy Conceyveng howe To make the 
mylles and engynes for forging and drawing; all which 
artificers, being skyllfull in thies severall parts of goldsmythrye, 
ar most apt people for spedye conceyveng of thies severall woorks 
to be wrought owte of lattyn, so that yf god did spare Lyfe but 
one yere I did no thing dowbt of the full recovering of manuell 
working latten within this Realme into all formes. Yf it might 
pleas the Quenes most excellent maiestie to exteme this matter 
as it is, yi wer to long to dyscoorse to your honor the way 
devysed for the increasse of this art, in such wyse as in feaw 
yeris most of the chefe Cities in this Realme might be set to 
woorke by the same, which can never be brought to passe with 
owte perpetuitie, neyther orderly gouqrned but with in summ 
bonds or lystes of governance, which is not to be made common 
example of, that is of euery mystery nowe had in common 
experience. All the premisses Considered, I most humblye 
beseche your honor let me understand whither yt be mete for me 
to attend on this busynes any longer, and so shall I wayt or 
with drawe my self from dayly charge which Iam at. I have all 
things prepared as though presently we shold have taken owr 
Tourney to such places as I have good tokens of, And so 
Chrystopher to have spent all this winter with his friends in 
germany to have bene redy by the spring, as knoweth god whoo 
long preserve your honor in health with continewall felicitie 
And great increas of honor. Most hummbly at your honors 


Comaundement, 
W™ Humfrey. 


6. WILLIAM HUMFREY TO CECIL CONCERNING CHRISTOPHER 
SCHUTZ AND HIS WIRE AND BATTERY WORKS, c. 1565, 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XXXVII., No. 5.] 


My duty most humbly remembred, may it pleas your honour 
to understand that the Cause of my long absence from your 
honor have bene partly for that the busynes of the mynt have 

Gas 
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bene more of late then most commonly accustomed, and partly 
in Travayleng with the Allmayne Chrystopher Shuts, to recon 
ferther assurance of him and his facullties to be taught to the 
people of this Realme, wherunto I have him Bounde In xm! Ui. ; 
which hathe bene in working sithence my last being with your 
honor, and hardly brought to passe, for that he much estemeth 
his woord and wold have all matters faythfully belevyd in him 
by speche only, but having fayled of myne expectacion in Hanns 
Louer mo wayes then your honor yet understandeth, I thought 
it good to worke more surely than heretofore I haye done in 
those affayres, and thies are the condicions which I have most 
respected in the Said bond. That the said Christopher shall by 
his Connyng erect myll or mylles In such convenient place as 
shalbe founde mete for the plating of Iron and stele, wherby 
may be made with in this Realme armure of such goodnes and 
Temperature, as shalbe thought most mete for the servis of the 
Quenes maiestie; allso to make wyer of Iron, and Stele which 
woorks ar thought sufficient to set the people of summ hole 
Citie on woork, and for all manner Batery and wyer woorks to 
be made of copper, and the Comyxed mettall with the Callamyne 
stone In such other convenient place as shalbe thought mete, 
which is allso matter with good governance leke to set Cities and 
townes on woork. In respect hereof he so ernestly desyreth (as 
otherwyse not to deall) that he may have the honor of his tra- 
vayle (as he termyth it) to be Ioint pattent with me, and so is he 
content To becum the Quenes maiesties subiect and to spend his 
lyfe in this Realme and also to fetch in such other mo as shal- 
be of profownde knowledge in the said woorks. By this mean, yf 
yt may pleas your honor to preserve this sute, This Realme shall 
recon such a Jewell as all germany hath not his like, by report 
of his master and bringer up, who is called the Lanterne of 
germany as touching mynerall and mettalyne affayres in all 
manner knowledge. This Christopher Shuts is not only Cun- 
nyng in all manner meltinge, but allso well knowne to be experte 
in all manner mynerall woorks, for at the age of syxtene yeris he 
had the leading and governyng of C men in those affayres 
under the elector of saxonie ; he is allso of this ferther knowledge 
that, hering from whence any of those melters shall cumm that 
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Danyell will bring in, he cann presently declare thordre and 
maner of his woork, which is in dyvers Cuntryes of the Empyre 
usyd dyversly of many sundry facions,- [and] that cuntry that 
Cann mellt copper best cheap and In shortest tyme in all thole 
Empyre, cnly that howse exceptyd which he cometh of, dothe it 
with such charge as what costeth C dollers with v dayes and 
fyve nights Labor, That is he able to doo with x dollers in xxiiij 
owres, which is such a gayne bothe of tyme and of monye as 
shall not only be beneficiall to the Quenes maiestie but to this 
hole Comonwellth; yt will allso be a great benefyt to the pre- 
veledge past, and save great spoyle of wood that other wyse 
wold be made, but this feat he meanyth not to put in practyse in 
this Realme tyll it be sene what Danyell can doo with those 
melters that he shall bring in. 

[Refers to the charges he has sustained in the Queen’s service 
and to Christopher Schutz’s desire that the mineral and battery 
should be divided and not included in one commission.] 


7. WILLIAM HUMFREY TO CECII: ON THE SEARCH FOR CALAMINE, 
JuNE 30, 1566. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XL., No. 17.] 


My duty most humbly Remembred, pleseth it your honor to 
understand that Christofer is cumm to the Citie on munday at 
night last past, Sithence which tyme (one day except) he hath 
bene mollested with extreme Sicknes and is not yet recouered, 
but sumthing amendyd and past danger of death at this tyme 
by manns Judgement, hoping very shortly that he wilbe redy to 
travayll westward abowte such busines as we have determyned 
for a tyme to kepe seacret from all menn, saving my lorde of 
lecester and your honor, because no brute shold be made therof 
untyll all things Commodius may be effectually wrought. [The 
matter is] that sithence february last a stranger and an Englysh 
mann have rangyd by dyreccion to the most lekely places for 
the fynding of the Callamyn, and nowe, thanks be gyven to the 
Creator of all things, it is founde and yet un knowne to the 
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fynders, for they have brought it by resemble of such descripcion 
as have bene gevin them. Christofer have brought of the Seuerall 
mynes of callamyn owt of germany and by the assay we cann 
fynde none commparable to this of England, which is found in 
Somerset; there is mo places then one, by reason hereof owre 
prepared attempt at wansworth is steyd, for that this lieth nere 
to Brystoll, from whence is good water carriage to the forrest 
of dean, whear is allso good Iron as any is with in the Realme ; 
and at bristoll all, manner of fewell is good cheap, a myne of Sea 
cole being allso with in iiij°T myle of brystoll. Myght it therefor 
pleas your honor, that by your good meanes we might have com- 
mendacion from my lorde of penbrook to the keep of the castell 
of brystoll, therby that we might see the commoditie therof, and 
yf we fynde it commodius, to agree for the [same] and presently 
by the awctoritie of the preveledge to frame tymber to such pur- 
pose as bothe battery and wyer shall requere, and becawse The 
colleccion to this is smalle and more then the third deall all redy 
dysburced in preparacion, it may please your honor that with 
such spede as shall seme good to you to apoint your part to the 
Treasurer for the same, who shalbe namyd to your honor with in 
iij or iiij°T dayes, which is leke to be master allderman Heyward 
or master Martyn allderman. Allso may it pleas your honor 
further to understand that whear so ever we fynd place com- 
modius, we mean by your sufferaunce to kepe the intent of 
battery seacret and to cowntenance owre woorks by the name of 
woorkmanship in armure, untill such tyme as the Quenes 
maiestie hath apoincted the allmeynes the place whear to deliuer 
such copper as her highnes shall by of them, according to the 
tenor of their covenant, wherin is no place named of deliuere for 
such as shalbe bought, and therfor her highnes may apoynct any 
place with in the Realme, saving only her xx** part which is to 
be deliuered att the place of Coynage. Thus leaving to trooble 
your honor any further, I most humbly besech you let me under- 
stand. your pleasure herin, and so I rest most humbly att your 
honors Comaundement, this last of Iune a° 1566, 


W™ humfrey. 
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8. DANIEL HOCHSTETTER TO JOHAN LOWVER ON DIFFICULTIES AT 
THE KESWICK MINES, ocT. 10; 1566. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XL, No. 81.] 
Laus deo the xth of October, 1566, in Keswick. 


My Loving Brother. After my hartie commendacions, I came 
hether the ixt of this present, and concerninge the mynes I 
referre youe to my lettres sent hearwith to owre ffrends at 
Auspurghe, by the whiche youe shall understand all things at 
large. And forasmouche as I have yet sene I do lyke all things 
verie well and speciallye in Newlande, and as it is Reported 
unto me the Lyke is in other placies, for there is twoe other 
newe mynes fownde, the one at Gresmore and the other at 
Thornton, whearof I have sent youe an example. The meltinge 
house shall this nexte weeke (by gods grace) have the Roofe 
sett up, But as yet there is no furnasies made, but we do entend 
this next weeke to goe in hand with them, and to dispatch them 
assone as is possible. There hathe ben xxiiijtie Carpenters 
woorkinge, but xij had ben sufficient, and therefore upon Saterday 
I do mynd to dischardge xij of them, and the other xij also 
within viij days after. Yt is a shame to see that so mouche 
monye hathe ben spent upon so Lyttle woorke, but the cause 
therof is that things neccesarie were not provided in convenient 
tyme and throughe the Laysie woorkinge of the Englyshe men, 
but nowe I trust all things shall go well forwarde. As con- 
cerninge the tumulte or disquietnes that hathe ben, I send youe 
hearwithe thexaminacion of certayne of owre men. And I doe 
fynd the matter so to fall out, that if there be no other order 
taken with the offendours, then hetherto hathe ben, I feare me 
we shall not be Able to kepe owre men Longe, unlesse it be 
to owre extreame costs and chardgies, for that they will not 
hasard theire Lyves in souche sorte, consideringe that they have 
no more wagies heare (with this danger) then they might have 
at home with quyetnes, ffor the offendours goe heare daylie 
up and downe before oure facies, bragginge and thretninge oure 
men of furder mischiefe, especiallye that naughtie man ffissher 
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whoe hath ben the Ringleader and chiefe occasion. of the 
villanous murderinge of Leonarde Stoultz, who defended him 
selfe a Longe space against xxtie of them, untill the Sonne of 
John a woode stroke him upon the Arme with a Staffe, that 
he could not any longer lyfte up the same for his defence, And 
then they fell all upon him and pitiously murdered him, the 
chefe occasion whearof was the sayd ffissher. This notwithe- 
standinge the next day after being Sunday, there came a couple 
of men to Gresmor and did beat one of oure chiefe men, callyd 
Matfeller, And when he wolde have defendid him selfe, there 
came upon a Sodayne about the number of fyvetie Englishe 
men, and wold have ben upon them, And if Mr flemynge had 
not chaunced to have comen by at that verie instante there had 
suerlye great murder ben don. 

Heare is as yet none punisshed, otherwise then that some 
of them are bound to the peace, for the whiche (as it well 
apeareth) they do not greatlye passe, And to be shorte if there 
be not other Remedie founde heare will none of oure workmen 
tarie, And so shall oure myherall woorks (so well begonne) 
have a shorte ende. And therefore I pray youe declare the 
same to the companye earnestlye. The Bisshop of Carlyle 
(as I understand) wold have had ffissher aforesaid, and ffissher 
the Shoemaker both executed for the said murder, But throughe 
the mediacion of the ladye Ratclyfe (whiche hathe ben a great 
bearer of these sedicious and naughtie persons) they are bothe 
sett at Lybertie and as readie to beginne the lyke as ever they 
were, for they have made theire vaunte that if Nudigate had 
ben there they wold have kyllid him also. 

Youe may hearby perceave, good brother Louer, in what 
daungerous case we are. Here is no government, for the Iustices 
dwell farr from us, And if any furder mischefe shold chance, 
we might be all destroyed before they should have any knowlege 
therof, And I feare if any other souche lyke shoulde happen 
the ende therof wold be verie evill. And althoughe Nudigate 
dothe his best in these matters to mayntayne quyetnes and 
peace, yet wee fynde great want of the Englishe parte to assiste 
and helpe him therin, ffor suerly Mt Thurland (being so mouche 
in feare to displease in anything the people of the countrie) 
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is not mete for the same, for wheare he entreatethe them 
gentlye and friendlye, thinkinge therebye to do mouche, they 
do abuse him with fayre woords and encorage themselves to 
more myschefe. Oure people have had a good opynion of Mr 
Thurland, but seinge the things fall out as they do a great 
number have altered theire myndes therin. 

I fynd also amonge owre owne people some that be not in 
so good order and obedyence as I leafte them, but with them 
I purpose to deale by punishement, accordinge to oure order. 
And if that will not healpe I will dispatche the countrie of 
them, whiche thinge I wold be verie lothe to do, for that (god 
be thankyd) things dothe heare fall out so that we have heare 
a great number to fewe, if we might have quyetnes whiche I 
pray god send us. 

I wishe also if it might be, that some more fytt person might 
be by the companye apoyntid in Mt Thurlands Rome, aswell 
for the Better lokinge to and ordering of woorks and woorkmen 
heare, And also for to be more paynfull in the veui[n]ge and over- 
seinge the expenses about the same and for the better kepinge 
of Reckoning therof, and speciallye at the tyme of the meltinge, 
for suerlye (althoughe he wolde gladlye do well) throughe his 
simplicitie and lak of souche understanding as appertaynethe 
he dothe somtyme more hurte then good. Thus till a furder 
convenyent tyme I comytt youe to the mercifull goodnes of god. 


Danyell Houghesetter. 


9. LETTER FROM THE QUEEN TO LORD SCROPE AND THE JUSTICES 
OF CUMBERLAND AND WESTMORLAND, ORDERING THEM TO 
PROTECT THE GERMAN MINERS, 1566. 


[S.P.D., Eliz, Vol. XL, No. 87.] 


Wheras certayn Almaynes privyleged by our lettres patents 
under our great seal of england with ther great travaill, skyll and 
expenses of monyes, have of layte to there great commendacon 
recouered out of the montaynes and Rocks within our Countyes 
of Westmorland and Comberland great quantitye of myneralls, 
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with ther full intencon to have furder proceded abowt the sayme, 
have of layte bene as we are credibly informed ympetched and 
assalted, Ryotouslye and contrarye to our peace and lawes, by 
a great nomber of disordered people of our said counties, wher- 
upon manslaughter and murder of one of the said Almaynes hath 
ensuyd, to the lyklye discoragement of all ther sayd companye. 
We will therfore and straightlye charge and command you to 
apprehend and saiflye to Retayn in ward so manye as were 
occasyons eyther of the said tumult or murder, untyll we or our 
consell may be therof furder informed, and ye theruppon shall 
understand furder of our pleasure, that by example in theym, 
others may forbear to offend in the lyke. But also vygilantlye 
and carefullye to forsee, that the said Almaynes at all tymes 
herafter may frendly and quyetly be entreated, by suppressing 
all lyk dysorders, and by punishing condignelye all offendors, 
as they shall appeare attemptyng anye disquyet; flayle you 
not herof, as you tender our pleasure, and will answere the con- 
trarye, at your perill. 


10. THE MINES ROYAL, 1568. 


[Select Charters of Trading Companies, ed. C. T. Carr (Selden Soc.’ 
1913), pp. 4-15.] 


EizaBEeta by the Grace of God, ete. To all unto whom these 
presents shall come, Greeting : 

WuaereE We by our Letters Patents bearing date at Westminster 
the tenth day of October in the sixth year of our reign have, for 
the considerations therein mentioned, given and granted full 
power licence and authority to THomas THURLAND, Clerk, one of 
our Chaplains and Master of our Hospital of the Savoy, and to 
DaniEL HovuaHseEtter, a German born, their heirs and assigns 
and every of them forever, by themselves their servants labourers 
and workmen or any of them to search dig open roast melt stamp 
wash drain or convey waters or otherwise work for all manner of 
mines or ores of gold, silver, copper and quicksilver within our 
counties of York, Lancaster, Cumberland, Westmorland, Corn- 
wall, Devon, Gloucestershire and Worcestershire and within our 
Principality of Wales or in any of them, 
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And the same to try out convert and use to their most profit 
and commodity and the commodity of every of them forever, as 
well within our own lands, grounds and possessions as also within 
the lands grounds and possessions of any of our subjects set lying 
or being within our said counties and principalities or in any of 
them, without any let or perturbation of Us, our heirs or suc- 
cessors or of any other person or persons whatsoever, together 
with divers other powers authorities licences privileges benefits 
and immunities specified in the said Letters Patents for and con- 
cerning the effectual obtaining and enjoying of the premises, as 
by the same Letters Patents amongst divers other clauses and 
articles therein contained more plainly and at large it may and 
doth appear ; 

AND WHEREAS our pleasure, intent and meaning in our said 
Letters Patents was that, for the better help and more commodity 
of the said Taomas THuRLAND and Daniet HouacHsettTsEr and 
their several assigns, they and every of them might from time 
to time and at their pleasure grant convey and assign parts and 
portions of the said licences privileges powers authorities 
benefits and immunities, And thereupon their several assignees 
have sithens the making of our said Letters Patents for divers 
good considerations granted assigned and conveyed to our right 
trusty and right well-beloved Cousins and Counsellors, WyLuyay, 
Hart oF PEMBROKE and ROBERT, HARL or LEYCESTERSHIRE, And - 
to our trusty and well-beloved James Lorp Movuntioysz and to 
our right trusty and well-beloved Counsellor Siz WyLiyam CecyLu 
Knight our principal Secretary, and to Joan TamwortH and JoHN 
Duptey, Esquires, Leons~tn Duckett, Citizen and Alderman 
of London, Benepictze Spynoua of London, merchant, JoHn 
Lover,! Wyntuyam Wynter, Antony Duckett, of the County of 
Westmorland, Esquires, Roger WrTHERALL of Lincoln’s Inn 
in the County of Middlesex, gentleman, RIcHARD SPRYNGHAM, 
JEFFEREY Duckert, RicHaRD Barnes, WYLLYAM PatTTEN, 
Tuomas SmytH, WyiuyAM Byrpg, DanyELti Unstert a German 
born, MatHEwsE Fexnpz, Georak NepHAM and Epmonp Txur- 


1Hans Loner of the great German firm of Haug. In England he was 
often known as John Lover or Lowver. Seo above Nos. 5 and 8. 
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LANDE, divers parts and portions of the licences powers author- 
ities privileges benefits and immunities aforesaid, 

By force whereof the said Tuomas TaHuRLAND and DANYELE 
Hoveuserrer and their said assignees by virtue of our said 
Letters Patents and by the skilful direction of the said DANYELE 
Hovueusetter have travailed in the search work and experiment 
of the mines and ores aforesaid to their very great charge and 
expenses and have now brought the said work to very good effect, 
whereby great benefit is like to come to Us and this our Realm 
of England, which also will the rather come to pass if the per- 
sons now and hereafter having interest in the privileges aforesaid 
might by our grant be incorporated and made a perpetual body 
politic, thereby to avoid divers and sundry great inconveniences 
which by the several deaths of the persons abovesaid or their 
assigns should else from time to time ensue, 

KNow YE THEREFORE THAT WE, minding and carefully intend- 
ing the furtherance and advancement of the said Mineral Works 
so prosperously and with great charge begun, to the likely benefit 
and commodity of this our Realm of England and subjects of 
the same, are not only well contented and pleased that the said 
Tomas 'THURLAND, DanyELL HouGuHseEtTtTer, their heirs and 
assigns and every of them and the assigns of them and of every 
of them shall enjoy have and use all the authorities privileges 
grants liberties and licences contained and specified in our said 
Letters Patents above remembered, according to the clauses 
articles grants and covenants in the same contained, which We 
for Us our heirs and successors do by these presents ratify and 
confirm, And do will the same in all respects to be construed 
and taken beneficially in the favour of the said Tomas THURLAND, 
DanyELL HoucusetteEr, their heirs and assigns and of the assigns 
of them and of every of them, But also for the better and more 
advancement of the said Mineral Works and also to prevent 
such inconveniences as might hereafter be a let or hindrance to 
the .same, OF OUR ESPECIAL GRACE CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE AND 
MERE MOTION have given and granted, and by these presents for 
Us our heirs and successors do give and grant, to the aforenamed 
Wyuuyam, Hart or PEMBROKE [and names as above with THomas 
THuRLAND and Dante, Hovausetrer] that they by the name of 
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GOVERNOR ASSISTANTS AND COMMONALITY FOR THE MINES ROYAL 
shall be from henceforth forever one body politic in itself incor- 
porate and a perpetual society of themselves both in deed and 
name : 

And them by the name Governor Assistants and Commonalty 
for the Mines Royal We for Us our heirs and successors do con- 
stitute make ordain incorporate name and declare to be a body 
politic corporate perpetual, and by that name to have succession 
and continuance for ever by these presents : 

And that they and their successors shall and may from time 
to time forever have a common seal to serve for the affairs and 
business of the said [Corporation] : 

And that they and their successors shall and may for ever be 
able persons in law as well to purchase obtain get have and 
enjoy to them and their successors for ever by the name afore- 
said of the said Taomas THuRLAND and DanyeLL HouGHsETTER 
and their assigns or any of them and of the assigns of them or 
any of them and of every or any of them and of all and every 
other person and persons all and singular the liberties licences 
‘powers authorities profits commodities and other things what- 
soever by Us granted by our said Letters Patents or any part 
or parts thereof, as also to purchase obtain get or have to 
them and their successors of whatsoever person or persons, bodies 
politic or corporate, in fee and perpetuity or for term of life 
or lives or for term of years or otherwise at their wills and 
pleasures, lands tenements rents reversions and hereditaments 
whatsoever they be, by the name of Governor Assistants and 
Commonality for the Mines Royal, and by the same name shall 
and may lawfully alien grant let and set the same lands tene- 
ments reversions rents and hereditaments or any part thereof 
to any person or persons able in law to receive and take the 
same : 

And that they by the name [as aforesaid] shall and may be 
able in law to sue and to be sued, to implead and to be impleaded, 
to answer and to be answered, to defend and to be defended, 
before whatsoever Judge or Judges temporal or spiritual or other 
persons whatsoever in whatsoever Court or Courts place or 
places and in all actions personal real and mixt and in every 
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of them and in all assizes of novel disseisin and also in all plaints 
suits quarrels affairs business and demands whatsoever they 
be touching or concerning the said Governors Assistants and 
Commonality or the said liberties licences powers authorities 
profits commodities and immunities or the affairs and business 
of the same, in as ample manner and form as any other cor- 
poration or body corporate within this our Realm of England can 
or may do touching or concerning their lands tenements or 
goods or other their affairs or business : 

And furthermore We for us our heirs and successors do by 
these presents grant unto the said Governors Assistants and 
Commonalty and their successors that they shall and may have 
one Governor or Two Governors of the said Society, and one 
Deputy or more Deputies to the said Governor or Governors at 
their will and pleasure, and six or more Assistants at their will 
and pleasure to assist and to be joined with the Governor or 
Governors of the said Society for the time being or his or their 
Deputy or Deputies, for the better government of the said Society 
and the matters things and causes of the said [Corporation] 
from time to time as need shall require: 

And further We do make, ordain and constitute by these 
presents the beforenamed Lyonetn Duckett and DaniELL 
HovuGuseEtter to be the first and present Governors of the said 
Society, to have and enjoy the said office of Governors to 
the said LEonELL Duckett and Danie~ Houauserter from the 
date of these presents until the first Monday in the month of 
May which shall be in the year of Our Lord God one thousand 
five hundred threescore and nine, and further if need so require, 
until one other Governor or two other Governors shall be chosen 
in their places that shall take upon him or them the said office 
or offices of the Governor or Governors of the said Society, And 
We do likewise make [ete., as above, ANTHoNy DucKkrrtT and 
DanteL Unsrert first and present Deputies, to the Governors for 
a similar term], And do likewise make [etc. as above], JoHN 
TamMwortH, THomas THURLANDE, BreNnEpIcTE SpENonA, JOHN 
Lover, WittiAM Wynter, and RogeR WETHERALL [to be first 
and present Assistants for a similar term]: 

And further We for Us our heirs and successors do by these 
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presents grant to the said [Corporation] that they the said [Cor- 
poration] their successors and every of them shall and may from 
henceforth until by rules and ordinances to be made as hereafter 
is declared shall be otherwise appointed, in places convenient 
and honest as well within our City of London as elsewhere 
within our Realm of England where the Governor or Governors 
of the said Society for the time being shall from time to time 
appoint, and after forever at such other place or places within 
our said Realm of England as by rules and ordinances hereafter 
from time to time to be made from time to time shall be ap- 
pointed, assemble and meet together in good and decent order 
as well for the keeping of their Courts and for ordering their 
affairs business and things as also for elections from time to 
time to be made of their Governor or Governors and of his or 
their Deputy or Deputies and of the Assistants aforesaid or of any 
of them, and for the doing and executing of all and singular the 
powers and authorities and things by these our Letters Patents 
in any wise granted according to the purport and true intent 
hereof, and that after rules, ordinances or laws by the most 
part of the said Governors Assistants and Commonalty in form 
aforesaid assembled, made for their Assemblies and Courts afore- 
said to be kept and for their said elections they or the most part 
of them or so many of them as by the said ordinances laws or 
rules or by any other ordinances laws or rules hereafter to be 
made and which from time to time shall abide in force shall be 
limited or appointed, shall and may yearly at such time and in 
such place as by ordinances jlaws or rules acoording to the tenor 
of these presents to be made shall be from time to time therefore 
limited or appointed, name elect and choose one sage and dis- 
creet person or two sage and discreet persons of the said Society 
at their jliberty and pleasure to be the Governor or Governors 
of the said Society for one year ensuing and so long after the 
same one year until another Governor or two other Governors 
as the case shall require shall be duly elected and take upon him 
or them the room or rooms of the Governor or Governors of the 
same Society, And one or so many more sad and discreet persons 
of the said Society and Commonalty as by the like ordinances, laws 
or rules shall be limited or appointed [to be deputy or deputies 
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for the time appointed], And six or so many more discreet per- 
sons of the said Society and Commonalty [as similarly appointed 
to be Assistants for the time appointed] : 

[New officers to be elected to complete the term of anyone 
dying in office.] 

Moreover We for Us our heirs and successors have given and 
granted and by these presents do give and grant unto the said 
[Corporation] that the said Governors and Assistants that now 
be by these presents nominated and appointed and the Com- 
monalty aforesaid or the most part of them and the Governor or 
Governors Assistants and Commonalty for the Mines Royal that 
hereafter shall be or the most part of them or so many of them 
as by ordinances laws or rules hereafter to be divised in form 
aforesaid shall be thought meet and convenient, shall have full 
power and authority from time to time at all times hereafter to 
keep Assemblies and Courts for the good rule and government 
of all causes matters and things belonging to the said [Corpora- 
tion], And at such of the same Assemblies and Courts which, by 
laws rules or ordinances in that behalf so to be made according 
to the purport of these presents, shall be limited or appointed, 
[to make statutes, etc., for admitting to and expelling from 
membership, for the conduct of officers, and for the government 
of the society ; and also to alter or revoke the same statutes, etc.]. 

And further We for Us our heirs and successors as much as 
in Us is, will and grant by these presents unto the [Corporation 
which now is or hereafter shall be nominated, or such majority 
or proportion as shall be duly appointed, that they], at such of 
their said Courts and Assemblies as in form aforesaid shall be 
limited, shall and may not only admit into the said Corporation 
and Society such and as many persons whether they be English 
or denizens aliens or strangers by the statutes acts ordinances 
and rules aforesaid or any of them shall be prescribed or 
appointed, so that every such person so hereafter to be admitted 
shall either according to the tenor and true meaning of the 
statutes acts ordinances and rules in that behalf hereafter to be 
made as is aforesaid be appointed at or before the time of his 
admission to have for the term of his life at the least the benefit 
of a quarter of one four and twenty part of the licences powers 
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authorities privileges benefits and immunities aforesaid, or else 
being admitted within one year now next ensuing shall be ap- 
pointed as is aforesaid at or before the time of his said admission 
to have for the term of his life at the least the benefit of half 
a quarter of one four and twentieth part of the licences powers 
authorities privileges benefits and immunities aforesaid, or else 
being a gentleman and a, freeholder of an estate of inheritance 
to his own use without condition in deed of lands and tenements 
within the Counties of Lancaster Cumberland and Westmorland 
or any of them of the clear yearly value of forty marks of lawful 
English money over and above all charges shall, according to 
the tenor and true meaning of the statutes acts ordinances and 
rules in that behalf to be hereafter made as is aforesaid, be ap- 
pointed at or before the time of his admission to have for the 
term of his life at the least the benefit of half a quarter of one 
four and twentieth part of the said licences powers authorities 
privileges benefits and immunities and shall be admitted within 
the space of three years now next ensuing and not at any time 
after. But also shall and may minister to every such person so 
to be admitted an oath tending to the due performing and 
keeping of the rules statutes and ordinances in form aforesaid 
to be made, and a note of such admittance shall deliver in 
writing under their common seal to the person so admitted, 
which person and persons that shall fortune hereafter to be ad- 
mitted in manner and form aforesaid into the said Society 
Commonalty and Corporation shall from the time of his or their 
admittance and oath taken in manner and form aforesaid be free 
of the same: 

And that no person or persons which hereafter shall be ad- 
mitted into the said Society in any other manner or form than 
is before expressed or contrary to the purport or true meaning 
of these presents shall in any wise be or be accounted any 
member of the said Society Commonalty or Corporation : 

[Those renouncing or losing the minimum shares mentioned 
in the foregoing clause to cease to be members of the society. ] 

And also that the said [Corporation now or hereafter, or such 
majority or proportion as is duly appointed] at such of their said 
Courts and Assemblies as in form aforesaid shall be limited, may 

VOU, 1, li 
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dismember and put out of the said Society and Commonalty 
such person or persons as they shall determine unworthy to be 
continued a member of the said Corporation : 

And that the person or persons so put out or dismembered 
and whose dismembering shall be entered into the common book 
for registering the acts of the said Governor Assistants and 
Commonalty from time to time to be appointed shall no more 
without new admission be or be accounted any member of the 
said body corporate Society or Commonalty : 

And also that the said [Corporation] or as many of them as by 
their ordinances laws or rules in form aforesaid to be made 
shall be authorised, shall and may from time to time at their 
pleasure keep ordinary Courts and Assemblies for to put the 
statutes acts ordinances and rules so to be made and remaining 
in force and not repugnant to anything contained in these pre- 
sents in due execution, and to rule and govern according to the 
acts statutes ordinances or rules every person and persons being 
' a member or members of the body politic or Corporation afore- 
said, and all the ministers officers labourers and workmen of 
the said [Corporation], and to execute and do full and speedy 
justice to them and every of them in all their causes differences 
variances controversies and complaints within our Realms 
Dominions or jurisdictions among themselves to be had or moved 
in any wise touching or concerning the liberties licences 
privileges works or ores aforesaid or any of them or the good 
order or rule of the said persons ministers officers labourers 
and workmen or any of them: 

And also We for Us our heirs and successors have granted, 
and by these presents OF OUR ESPECIAL GRACE CERTAIN 
KNOWLEDGE AND MERE MOTION do grant, unto the said 
[Corporation] that they and their successors shall and may law- 
fully purchase obtain take have and enjoy unto them and 
their successors forever lands tenements and hereditaments 
whatsoever which be not or shall not be holden of Us our heirs 
or successors immediately IN CAPITE or in chief, so that the 
same lands tenements or hereditaments exceed not in the whole 
the clear yearly value of an hundred pounds of lawful money of 
England above all charges and reprises. The statutes provided 
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against alienations made into mortmain or any of them or any 
article or clause in them or any of them contained or any other 
law custom statute or provision whatsoever to the contrary 
thereof in any wise notwithstanding : 

And also We will by these presents grant for Us our heirs 
and successors to the said [Corporation] that they or [such 
majority or proportion as may be duly appointed] shall and may 
have full power and authority by these presents from time to 
time as to them it shall seem good to limit set ordain and put 
reasonable pains and penalties by fines forfeitures and imprison- 
ments or any of them upon any, being a member or members 
of the body politic Society and Commonalty aforesaid, or a 
minister officer or servant labourer or workman of the same, 
for any offence touching the said [Corporation] or their works 
affairs or other things contrary to the statutes acts ordinances 
and rules so to be devised and made as is aforesaid or any of 
them : 

And further We will by these presents that if any of the said 
body politic Society or Commonalty at any time hereafter shall 
be found contrarious rebelling or disobedient to the said 
Governor or Governors and Assistants for the time being or to 
any of the statutes acts ordinances or rules to be made as is 
aforesaid and then remaining in force and not repugnant to any- 
thing contained in these presents, that then the said Governor 
and Assistants of the said Society and Commonalty for the time 
being or the more part of them or such and so many of them as 
by statutes [etc.] shall be therefore authorised, shall and may 
by virtue of these presents correct and punish all and every such 
offender or offenders as well by fines pains and penalties as by 
imprisonment within any gaols or prisons of Us, our heirs or 
successors as the quality of the fault shall require according to 
their good discretions : 

And further We will that none of the said offenders shall 
decline from or refuse the justice order direction power or 
authority of the said Governor. or Governors and Assistants or 
the more part of them for the time being or of the persons so to 
be authorised as is aforesaid : 

Moreover We for us, our heirs and successors will and by 

agp 
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these presents grant unto the said [Corporation] that the 
Governor or Governors and Assistants of the Society aforesaid 
for the time being [or such majority or proportion as shall be 
duly authorised], shall have full power and authority to assign 
constitute and ordain one officer or diver officers, as well within 
our City of London as also in any other place or places of this 
our Realm of England, which officer or officers we will to be 
named or called by the name or names of Serjeant or Serjeants 
for the Mines Royal, and that they the same Serjeant or Ser- 
jeants shall and may have full power and authority by presents 
to take receive levy and gather all manner of fines forfeitures 
penalties or pains of every person or persons of the said body 
politic or Society that shall be convicted upon or for breaking 
of any statutes acts ordinances or rules to be made as afore- 
said : 

And further We will and also grant for Us our heirs and 
successors that the said officer or officers shall have further 
power and authority for default of payment or for disobedience 
in that behalf if need be to set hands take and arrest as well 
the body and bodies as also the goods and chattels of such 
offenders and transgressors in all and every place and places 
being no town or city corporate, And if it shall fortune any such 
offender or offenders their goods or chattels or any part thereof 
to be in any town or city corporate where the said officer or 
officers may not lawfully intromit or intermeddle, that then the 
Mayors Sheriffs Baliffs or other head officers or ministers 
within every such city or town corporate, upon a precept to 
them or any of them to be directed under the common seal of 
the said [Corporation], shall and may attach and arrest the body 
and bodies goods or chattels, and every part thereof so attached 
and seized shall according to the tenor and purport of the said 
precept return and deliver to the said officer or officers of the 
said [Corporation] to be ordered according to the tenor and pur- 
port of the said precepts : 

And further We will and grant for Us our heirs and successors 
by these presents that all and every such Mayors Sheriffs 
Balifis and other head officers and ministers of such city or 
town corporate shall not be impeached molested vexed or sued 
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in any Court or Courts of Us our heirs or successors for execut- 
ing or putting in execution any of the said precept or precepts, 
but that they and every of them upon the only sight thereof 
and adding the cause of the fact to be done by virtue of any 
such precept from time to time and at all times shall be clearly 
discharged of all and every such suit plaint or action which at 
any time hereafter shall be commenced or pursued against them 
or any of them in that behalf, unless the party in such suit will 
reply DE SON TORT DEMESNE SANS TIEL CAUSE, and issue or 
plea in that behalf not to be admitted in any action or suit 
touching or concerning the execution of any the said precept or 
precepts. 

[In all assemblies] the voice and suffrage of every person that 
shall be appointed [as aforesaid to have a quarter of one four 
and twentieth share] shall be accounted esteemed and reckoned 
as of as great account force and validity and for so many voices 
and suffrages of any two other persons of the said company 
whereof the one shall be appointed [as aforesaid to have but 
half a quarter of one four and twentieth share] be or shall be, 
and so after that rate and proportion, the voice [etc. of everyone 
holding more than one quarter of one four and twentieth share 
to be reckoned at of much account as] the several voices and 
suffrages of so many other divers several persons whereof every 
one shall be appointed [as aforesaid to have but half a quarter of 
one four and twentieth share] and whose said several portions 
shall not extend in quantity the said part or portion of the said 
singular person, be or shall be: 

Willing therefore and straitly charging and commanding all 
and singular our Officers Mayors Sheritts Justices Escheatores 
Constables Baliffs and all and singular other our ministers 
liegemen subjects whatsoever to be aiding favouring helping 
and assisting to the said [Corporation] and their officers 
ministers serjeants factors deputies and assigns and to the 
deputies factors and assigns of every of them in executing and 
enjoying the premises and every of them from time to time and 
at all times when they or any of them shall be thereunto re- 
quired : 

For that express mention of the true value or of the certainty 
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of the premises or of any of them or any other gifts grants or 
licences by Us or any our Progenitors to the said Governor 
Assistants and Commonalty before this time made is in these 
presents not made, Any statute act ordinance provision or re- 
straint to the contrary thereof made ordained or provided or any 
other thing cause or matter whatsoever in any wise notwith- 
standing : ’ 
In witness whereof, etc. witness ourself at Westminster xxviii 
day of May 
per ipsam reginam etc. 


11. THE QUEEN’S IRON FOUNDER AND THE TRADE IN GUNS, 
JAN, 2, 1573-74. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XCV., No. 16. ] 


The humble complainte of Ralfe hogge the Quenes 
maiesties gonstone maker and gonfounder of yron unto her 
highnes moste honorable privie Councell. 

In most humble wyse complayneth unto your honnors your 
poure oratour Raphe hogge, the quenes maiesties gonstone maker 
of yron for thoffice of her maiesties ordenaunce with in her 
maiesties tower of London, that where as ther is often complaynts 
comme before your honnors of the shipping and selling of 
ordenaunce of cast yron to strangers, to carye over the seas, as 
they saye suche Nomber that the enimie is better fourneshed 
with them then our owne contry ships ar, and that all the 
blame gooth a pon a Lycence granted by the quenes maiestie 
unto me the sayd Raph hogg, which Lycence ‘was granted unto 
me in concideration of sertine furnesses which I mayd of my 
owne charge, for the service of her maiestie and in concideration 
that I give her maiestie in shoott of yron for viiji the tonne, 
Wher as other men sell for xij!i or xiij!i the tonne, and besyde that 
I nether sell any ordenaunce to any stranger to carie awaye by 
vertu of the same Lycence, but fyrst I optaine the Right honnor- 
able my Lord of Warwick master of her maiestie ordennce, his 
letter unto the Coustomer and so take out a coket for the passing 
of the Same, and a Nott of the same taken by the serchers at 
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the shipping therof; Yt maye therfor plese yor honnors to 
understand that ther is so maynie furnesses that Nowe of Late 
years leave ther owne trade of casting of Sowes for maiking of 
yron, and faull to casting of gonnes and shot of yron and carye 
them to the seay syd to dyvers and sundry places, that is to saye 
Rye, hastings, portysmouth, theyle of wight, hampton, poule, 
plymouth and to bristow, and when they are in the sey they goo 
in to France and in to flanders with them without any lycence 
at all, as if is to be provid. Sence mydsomer laste ther was a 
bote went out of mytching haven by Lewes in sussex, which 
towke out a coket for London laiden with gonnes of cast yron, 
and assone as she was out of the haven went in to holland and 
ther at darke laid a land and sould xxx peces of cast yron that 
is to saye, ij demycouloerings, iiij sackers, vj mynnyons, x 
fancons and viij fanconettes, and this is dayly ussed ; for yt is 
Reportyd by dyvers marchants that ther goith many in to france, 
wher as none did passe frome London in to france by Lycence 
not this xij monthes. Ther is dyvers of them that doth mayke 
them that bringeth very fewe or none at all to London, and 
under coullor of caring them a long the cost they carye them 
wher they Lyst and maye do, for nowe yt is become a traid of 
marchandise, wher as in the begyning there was None that cast 
any gonnes or shott of yron but only parson Leyvet, who was my 
master and my predecessor, who mayd none but onlly for the 
service of the kyngs maiestie, and yf ther be no Restraint for 
caringe a longest the seae coste, wher ther passeth one by 
Lycence ther will iiij goo with out Lycence, The names of the 
furnneces that casteth gonnes and shott of yron at this present 
dothe apere in a paper here unto annexed. Yt maye therfore 
plese yor honnors that presente order maye be taiken herein, for 
ther is above cccc tonnes cast yearlye and all this will not be 
sold nor bought to Remaine within the Realme, and yf ther be 
not order taiken ther is mor abowt to sett up works to cast 
gonnes bothe here and in wayells, and they being cast will 
mayke saill one waye or other, ether by lawfull meanes or by 
stelthe. 
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12. LEAD AND COPPER MINING : THE SHORTAGE OF CAPITAL, 1584. 
[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CLXXI., No. 62.] 


Right worshipfull, my dewtey remmembred, Sir, this is to lett 
your worshipp vnderstand of our proceedinges here at Treworthie 
myne. Wee have at this present gone vp with our newe abdite 
10 faddem in the higher Close and Cliered the rouble out of on 
of the higher shafte aboue, and soncken downe, and so mean to 
Dryve upward and downe ward, and in sincking thes two shaftes 
in the higher Clos wee did light with great boules of water 
betwixt the shaftes in the higher old abdite a mongst the rouble, 
which the shaftes dothe stee, because the shaftes was fuled up 
with rouble higher then the old abdit is, whereby the water in the 
old abdite betwixt shaft and shaft is steed, and hath put us to 
much troble untill hither to, which nowe wee have brought 
dowen. Wee did also begine of late to worke in the higher shafte 
again, and so thought to keepe three shaftes a worke to Com the 
suner to the tryall of the mater, and to som proffet before winter 
doe com upon us, but for lake of mony I am tryven to rest with 
on of thes shaftes, becaus of Mt Westons long taring, for I 
have but mony for two weekes to meantayn this myne and 
Logan with, and if I hath mony at this present to keepe all 
three shaftes work day and nighte wee might have Com up with 
our newe abdite by August into the highest shaft and might 
have hathe a parffet tryall of that myne befor the Later end 
of August. Wee doe not light with onye Lead or rich ewre as 
yet, either in on or other place of the white Kise, that wee find 
all most all a longste as wee goe vp. The.dutchman at Sir 
Francis Godolffin told me of late that at his first Coming hither 
he did find a gree stone about the over most shafte like on ewre, 
of which he tuke a peece hom with hime and mad say of yt, 
which did yeld 30 li. weight of Silver in the C. of ewre by his 
and Mr Kendalls saying, God send that wee may onst light with 
that stringe, as no doubt wee shall if it be ther, and because it is 
an unknowne ewre makes me to tarye still a mongst them to 
loke vpon the rouble as it Cometh up and belowe as they folowe 
the vaine somtimes, for in germany was the lik myne and much 
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of the ewre Casten up unknowne to ony, at the last th [MS. torn] 
a sympell man made tryall of yt and fond it very rich [MS. torn] 
silver, and after that much silver was made out of that which 
[MS. torn] Casten vp for rouble, many 1000 worthe, the Dutch- 
man I have here did see the tryall of that ewre. So wee had 
need to Lok unto yt here that wee seve not the wurst and Caste 
away the beste, as I belive it hath ben done so by som a for time. 
And as Consarning our Copper myne at Logan the ewre doth 
hold in as yet Clen ewre, but the Lod is but small: I suppos 
wee have 30 tonne of ewre above grond or better after it be all 
sorted, and if yt hold on as yt ys at this present wee hop by 
michallmes with thes 4 men to gett a 20 tonne mor, and so 
have written to my Master of late, M™ Weston doth not well 
to tarry so Long. I was of Late at St. Tillers parish, wher in a 
tinne worke is a Copper lod of a 4 feed brod in the deepe and 
doth goe on forward and downward the lod. I cold not see 
but 1 halfe of the ewre, because ther is rouble fallen downe 
befor the Lod, but may be recovered in on or twoe weekes space, 
and hath a feare Abdite to Convaye out the water. I hatha man 
going up through the abdite to the farre end wher the Lod is, 
this work is but 16 faddem deepe, it was wrought by on Mr 
Bollarte. If ther bee such a lod of Copper ewre as is mad 
report of by many, it will proffe pleanty of ewre, and if I hath 
mony I had sett in hand with befor this time. I have also 
sent of late a noth of Certaine mynes to my master, which I 
would wish they company to cause them to be deeper searcht, 
perhapes find som of them good mynes. I doe send your 
worship the Copie of that noth to see yt, but desyring yow to 
send it me againe when yow have reed it. 

I doe also send your worship a Letter herein Closed which I 
receved it out of wales from M? Weston, wherein he doth writt 
unto me to Cale vpon yow for 40!!, which I thought not to doe 
befor Mt Weston hath Com hither. But sinch I doe see that 
M Weston doth not com as yet, neither have any Letters from 
my master or Mt Weston, and yt well knowne to them that the 
money I have will serve me no longer yntill mitsomer as I have 
written unto my Master and M* Weston sinch ester, and 
because I have no Letters from them as yet, perhapes they 
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thinke that I have receyved the sayd 40 li. of your worship 
alreadye and that yt shall serve my tourn vntill Mt Weston 
Com hither. And because I have but mony to serve me no 
Longer but two weekes, and in debted to our men in Logan for 
geting of our the re [MS. torn] of 12%, which I promysed them 
to pay within this 14 dayes, and if'I hath store of mony I Cold 
sett mor men at work at Treworthie, which so I can not doe for 
lak of monye. Therfor I thought good to lett your worship 
understand my neede, and if yow Could healp me with money 
the 10 of July at the Longest, I might the better sett the work 
forward, and if yow Can not healp me by then and Mt Weston 
doe not come befor that time then shall I not be able to mak 
ony Longer shift. Thus I rest to trouble your worship, desyring 
yow to have my serves Commendid unto good M’* Carnsewe 
with the rest of your children, and so Commit yow all in to the 
hand of the almightie god, from Perin Sandy the 27 of June, 
1584. 
Your worship to Command 
Vlricke Frosse. 


two dayes past wee did Light at Treworthie in on of the 
mitlemost shaft[s] in the higher Close, in sinking downe, with a 
plewe Saft stone, which I doe like well of, and a good sayne 
that wee be not farre from the Lead ewre. But in sinking evne 
downe the water doth spring thorow the saft stone, so that wee 
must needes work with all speede upward and downeward to 
meed them belowe in the Lower abdite for convaying out the 
water that way, or els it will lett us to work in the sayd higher 
shaft. Therefor if I hath mony to sett men a worke as at this 
present Could be sett a worke, wee would in a shart time heare 
better newes, and if I hath knowne that Mt Weston would have 
tared so Long from hence, I would have taken all our men from 
St. Tunnes or Logan and sett them a worke upon Treworthie, 
because it is a work that Can not be wrought in winter, and 
because my master would so fine see the tryall of yt. 
[Addressed :—] To the right worshipfull Mt Wm. Carnsewe 
esquier at his house at Borkellye. 
[Endorsed :—] received 29 Junij and aunsweryd the same daye 
A° 1584. 
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13. COMPLAINT OF THE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON AGAINST THE NEW- 
CASTLE COAL MONOPOLY, ¢. APRIL, 1590. 


[Lansdowne MSS. 65, No. 11.] 


Causes of enhaunceinge the price and empayringe the 
goodnes of Seacole by the Towne of Newcastle. 

1. Touching the prices of Seacole; It is verie apparent that 
before the making of the grand Lease the price of Seacole of the 
best sorte was at 4s. the Chaldron; After the assignacion of the 
said Lease to one Mr. Sutton the price was enhaunced to vis. 
_ the Chalder and soe contynued during the tyme that the said 
Mr. Sutton enioyed the Lease; but, being once assigned ouer to 
the Towne of new Castle, the price of Seacole beganne to encrease 
to an excessiue rate, viz: ffirst to vijs. the Chaldren, then to 
Vlij s., and is now growén to ix s. the chaldren, nether can so be 
had except the Buyers wilbe Content to take of both sortes, viz: 
the good and bad cole together. The causes whereof are founde 
to be these : 

2. First for that certeine Inhabitantes of the Towne of New 
Castle called freehostes, to whom the Grand Lease was first 
made ouer to the vse of that Towne, being to the nomber of lx 
persons or thereaboutes, haue of late tyme compounded and 
made ouer theire whole right to a farr lesse nomber, viz: to 
some xviijte® or xxtie persons or thereaboutes; whoe having 
before cole pittes of theire owne, and soe engrosseing the whole 
commoditie, and reduceing the trade into a fewe mens handes, 
haue Conbyned themselves to sell theire Seacole at theire owne 
prices for theire best advantage and the publique detriment, 
having adyaunced the price at this tyme (as before was said) to 
ix s. the Chalder the one with the other. 

3. The said fewe persons, being men of great wealthe, haue 
beside the Grand Lease taken and engrossed all the coale mynes 
about the said Towne, namelie the Myne of Stella; The 
Busshoppes myne, sometymes farmed by one Mt. Tempest and 
others; The myne of the Lordship of Rauensworthe ; The myne 
of Mr". Gascoine; The myne of the Lordship of Newborne, and 
diuers other. Of theise mynes or pittes, the open and shutt upp 
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such and soe manie as they thinke good, for the advaunceing of 
theire owne priuatt gaine; whereby the free hostes, whoe were 
wont to make suite for the sale of their Coale, and to offer the 
same to the Shipmaister, which made a cheapenes, are now sued 
vnto, and make it a matter of fauvure and preferment whom 
first they will serue, ordering the prices at theire owne pleasures. 

4. Whereas the said Inhabitantes were wonte to digg vpp and 
haue before hande great stoare of Seacole readie for caryadge, 
now the dyett and feede the shipp maisters and marchantes with 
such scarscitie as maie best serue for theire advantage; Albeit 
the said mynes will afforde great plentie without feare of future 
want of the commodite. 

5. Haveing thus reduced into their handes all the colemynes 
that are sett on worke, they prohibitt all such as haue fitt groundes 
to supplie the scarscitie, which them selues haue made for theire 
priuatt gaine. For where certeine of her Maiesties tenauntes 
and diuers other inhabiting within v or vj myles of the towne of 
New Castle, havinge Coalemynes lyeing verie neare the Riuer of 
Tyne which they desire to open and to make sale of theire cole 
at a farr lesser rate, viz: at vi] s. the Chalder of the best sorte; 
The inhabitantes of new Castle to prevent more plentie of 
Seacole which might rebate and bring downe the price, restraine 
the owners and possessors of such mynes from ladeing theire 
cole at anie other place saue before the said Towne, obiecting 
and enforceing against them an Act of Parliament of the xxith 
yeare of Hen. 8 Cap. 18, to this effect: That noe parson be per- 
mitted to lade on shipborde anie goods, wares, or merchandice 
within sixe myles of the Towne of New Castle, but only at or 
before the said Towne, uppon paine of forfeyture of his goodes 
wares etc. By which means the said Act of parliament, that 
first was deuised for the reasonable helpe and maintenaunce of 
the said Towne, but directed in deede to the publique good of 
this whole Raniaiaes 1s now peruerted and abused by them to the 
immoderatt gaine of the said Sones with the hurt and preiudice 
of this whole Realme. 

6. Whereas the penaltie of the said Act of Parliament doth 
belong to her highnes, The said Inhabitantes of New Castle, 
isariniy: as should seeme, that the Queenes Maiestie for some 
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gratious respect should remitt the said forfeyture, haue of late 
tyme as we are informed, purchased of her highnes certen 
Landes and liberties to the vse of the Towne, and therewith all 
by a subtile practyse haue included the graunte of the penaltie 
and forfeyture conteyned within the said Act of Parliament. By 
which means they haue gotten this advantage, that they will not 
suffer anie other owners or possessors of mynes to make theire 
imediatt sales of theire Cole to the Merchauntes or Shipmaisters, 
but ether extend the penaltie uppon them, or els enforce them 
to sell theire Coles to themselues onlie at v s. the Chalder, whoe 
presentlie sell the same againe to the merchauntes and Ship- 
maisters at ix s. the Chalder. 

7. The said free hostes, to the end the maie vtter theire worse 
sorte of Cole, which serueth onlie for the Smythes forge and 
such other vses, in greatter plentie, and at as highe a rate as the 
verie best Cole, vse to put of and delaie the merchauntes and 
Masters of Shipps some tymes 4, 5, or 6 weekes together, whereby 
they inforce them to take a thirde parte, and sometymes an 
halfe of the worse sorte of cole at as deare a rate as they doe the 
best cole, or els to staie for the ladeing theire shipps at theire 
owne pleasures; By which practise her Maiesties subiectes have 
a doble wronge:: first, for that they are deceaved in buyeing the 
bad cole commixed with the good, and for that the price by that 
means is increased, the master of the shipp imposeing the 
chardges of his long staie vppon the commoditie, and exacting 
the same of him that buyeth the same at the second hande. 

8. There are yearelie shipped from the Towne of newcastle 
ynto severall places within the Realme and beyonde the seas by 
computacon of such as obserue the same, fyue or sixe hundred 
thowsande Chalders of Coale or thereaboutes, The tole whereof, 
after the rate of iiij d. the chaldron, amounteth to the somme of 
10,000 ic. a yeare, which goeth to the Chamber and corporation 
of the Towne; besides the revenewe which groweth to the 
Inhabitantes of the said Towne for the sale of theire cole, which 
being soe great and excessiue a commoditie, the like whereof is 
noe where founde in anie towne or Cittie of this Realme, doth 
greatlie increase and aggrauatt the falte of the said Inhabitantes, 
whoe are not content to vse the same for theire moderatt gaine 
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with some respect of the comonwealthe, but by euill practise 
seeke to encrease and augment theire gaine to the hurte of other 
her Majesties subiectes espetiallie those of the poorer sorte. 


Remedies for reformation of these abuses. 


First that theire Lordships of her Maiesties most honorable 
priuie Counsell would be pleased to take such order that noe 
forreine Bottom shalbe laden with anie Seacole at the towne of 
New Castle or anie other place vppon the River of Tyne, till the 
Englishe shippes (if ante be present) haue their full lading. 

That noe straunger or Englishe be permitted to transporte 
beyond the sea anie of the best sorte of cole, but of the seconde or 
third sorte onlie, as they were wonte and accustomed to doe by 
order taken by the Towne of New Castle. 

That theire Highnesses would vouchsafe to take such order, 
that all other owners or farmers of Cole Mynes as well as the 
freehostes and inhabitantes of New Castle maie open their mynes, 
and make sale of theire coles at a reasonable rate, not exceeding 
the price of vijs. the chalder, and to lade the same at most 
opportune places without anie restreint. 

That all owners and farmers that haue anie such mynes maie 
be enioyned to haue good stoare of Cole digged before hande and 
readie to be laden as they were wont to haue, whereby the shipp 
masters maie not be enforced to staie soe long tyme for lading 
theire cole, whereby the price of cole is increased. 

That theire Highnesses would be pleased to sett downe an 
order that there be not laden in anie one bottom Coles of diuers 
sortes to be solde within anie of her Maiesties Domynions, and 
that a trewe ticket be made and sett downe at the Towne of 
New Castle, or att anie other place where such Coles shalbe 
laden, to the intent that her highnes subiectes maie not be de- 
ceaued in payeing the highest price for the meaner sorte or 
worse kinde of Cole; which the better to effect it maie be 
thought reasonable that an Officer or Register be appointed for 
making the tickett, as alsoe to prouyde that noe straunger be 
permitted to lade of the better sorte of Cole and to transporte 
the same out of the Realme, whose Stipend or Sallarie we referre 
to their lordships grave consideration. 
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These thinges beinge put in due execution, there is great hope 
that the said abuses wilbe reformed and the price of Seacole soe 
well moderated as that the Inhabitantes of the said Towne such 
[stc] still enioye theire reasonable Commodite; and the rest 
alsoe of her Maiesties subiectes shalbe relieved in the price of 
fuell: which will noe dowbte be a great comforte to the poorer 
sorte, whoe being otherwise pinched this tyme of dearth with the 
highe price of victuall, maie be somewhat relieved this otherwaie 
in the price of theire fuell. 


[Endorsed.] Complaynt of the Lord Mayor of London against 
the Town of Newcastle for abuse of sea cole. 


14, PETITION OF JOHN THORNBOROUGH, DEAN OF YORK, FOR A 
PATENT TO CONTROL THE EXPORT OF COAL AND TO LEVY 
A purty, 1591. 


[Lansdowne MSS. 67, No. 19.] 


The substance of my Suite is onlie to restrayne the trans- 
portacion of a moytie of the better sorte of coles to serve 
the Realme with all, which nowe are all transported beyond 
Sea. 

And to see and prevent that the Coles here vented be 
not disceiptfullie mingled with dust and rubbishe, which 
causeth them to burne badlye and smell noisomely. 

And for my pains and travaile therein to haue ij d. uppon 
the Chalder. 

The inconveniences for wante of reformacion soughte by 
this suite, 

The best coles are all transported, and therefore the Realme 
must nedes be served with the worste. 

And which is worste of all, the worser sorte vented here are 
also mingled with duste and rubbishe, which causeth them to 
burne so badlie and smell so noysomlye as in all places they 
finde such inconvenience as they forbeare to burne them, and so 
spend wood which might otherwise be saved. 

Besides, the Subiect paieth more then the Chaldron is worth 


272 TUDOR ECONOMIC DOCUMENTS 


by a thirde parte, that a thirde part of the Chaldron is dust and 
rubbishe. 

The Citty and other places hath not any so great annoyaunce 
as by the fowle smoke and unsauerye smell of the saide coles 
caused by the minglinge of them with duste, with manie the 
like inconveniences, etc. 


The Remedies. 


There is no such waie to remedie these abuses and inconveni- 
ences as are sett downe in the proiect of this suite. 

For nether shall they be suffred to mixe the coles as they 
haue done with dust, &c. 

Nether shall they shippe them before they be sene to be pure 
and cleane coles. 

Nether shall they carry awaie all the best coles to strangers 
by couler of the worste. 

Nether shall they sell the worste for the better, for that the 
certificat will shewe of which sorte they are. 

Nether shall they by couler of goeinge to London carrye them 
beyond sea as they doe even to our Enymies. 

Nether shall they transporte all the best to Straungers and 
serve the Realme with the worst as nowe they doe. 

Nether shall the Subiect be deceaued, but haue that he paieth 
for, and haue good and sweete coles, which shall burne well 
without ill savoure. 

But contrarye all theise abuses shall by this Suite be reformed 
with great facilitie, ease and benefit to the Subiect and common 
wealth, without preiudice to them of Newcastle who shall rather 
gayne by it, for when all men shall fynde they sell good coles, 
they shall sell twoe chaldren where nowe they sell one, and 
men would be gladd to geue a better price to haue the better 
coles. 


The Reasons. 


Newcastle shall not be preiudiced, for the buyer shall paie the 
ij d. and not the Seller loose it. 
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If the coles were cleane and good euerie man would burne 
cole, which now forbeare it for the noysomnes, which would be 
a great savinge of wood and releif to the poore, beinge a cheaper 
fuell then wood. 

London of all places shalbe suer to be served with the best, 
because they haue none so good a place in England to vent 
them at, and there is no place in England more annoyed with 
the worst sorte. 

If the best sort be not transported beyond Sea except the 
the Realme be likewise served, they must of necessitie be brought 
to London beinge theire best market to vtter them, whereby the 
evill and noysome smelles about London shalbe taken awaye. 

The like benefit shall growe to all the Townes and places in 
England by this reformacion. 

There is no man would grudge to geue up ij d. in a Chaldren 
to gayne jj s. or iij s. in the goodnes of a chaldren of coles, but 
rather they will praye for suche a reasonable imposicion. 

They of Newcastle haue raysed the prices, or rather sett a 
taxe of ij s. & ij s. vj d. uppon a Chaldren for theire owne gayne, 
and yet the coles are worse. And shall it be thought a great 
taxe or imposicion to geue 2d. to gayne the saide 2s. in the 
goodnes of the coles? 

Lastlye, if some speedie reformacion be not had of the generall 
transportacion of the best sorte of cole, there will not be one 
good cole lefte to serue the Realme withall, and then must ali 
the former abuses and inconveniences growe greater to the great 
hindraunce of the common wealth. 

If theise reasons maye not serue, I humblye desire but to be 
permitted that favoure to answere anie other obieccions that 
may be made againste this suite, which I hope shall not be 
reiected without some reason geuen to proue it vnlawefull or 
repugnant to the common wealthe. 


[Endorsed.] The Deane of Yorks Suite for [the Survey ?] of 
Seacoles. 


vou. I. 18 
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15. THORNBOROUGH’S EXPLANATION OF HIS PROPOSALS WITH 
BURGHLEY'S CRITICISMs, AUG. 1, 1591. 


[Lansdowne MSS. 67, No. 23.] 


Where your Lordship taketh my Suite to be for a generall 
restrainte of transportinge of all manner of coles, and that none 
shalbe transported but by my lycense, I doe thinke (vnder your 
lordships correccion) it is mystaken, for I doe not nor in honestie 
woulde not demaunde so great and vnreasonable a suite, ffor 
euery man shall freelie notwithstandinge my graunte transport 
as manie of the worst or meaner sort of coles as they list, and 
might at any tyme heretofore haue done, of which there is a 
farre greater quantitie then of the best sorte, whereof they shall 
also transport some, thoughe not all as nowe they doe. 

The sute is to restrayn all strawngers beyng im amyty 
with hir Maiesty to carry any other Coles than the patente 
shall allow, wheras by speciall treatyes hir Mavesty is bound 
to the Contrary. By which example other princes may do 
the lyk, as to forbid all good wynes or wynes of the best sort.} 

But for that some fewe rich men of Newcastle haue gotten 
the best cole mynes into theire handes, and for theire privat 
gayne do transporte all or the most parte of the best sorte of 
coles, and so of necessitie the Realme must be and is served 
‘with the worst sorte to the great hindraunce and annoyaunce 
of the Subiect, whereof generallie all men do complayne as may 
appeare by my former reasons, My suite is onlie this, to restraine 
the generall transportacion of the better sorte vntill the Realme 
shalbe first reasonablie served and provided for, And if then 
there shall appeare any overplus or quantitie to be spared, the 
same may bee suffred to be transported beyond the seas for 
the benefitt of straungers. And lykewise that I may see and 
prevent that the bad coles be not disceiptfullie mingled with 
the best, but that the Subiect may knowe what he buyeth and 


1 Passages in italics are marginal comments in Burghley’s handwriting, 
which are here placed after the arguments to which they refer, Thorn- 


borough answered these criticisms in a further memorandum (Lansdowne 
MSS. 67, No. 19). 
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haue what he payeth for, and to the purpose that euery shippe 
may take Certificat from me of which sort of coles her ladinge 
shalbe, and whether it goeth. 
To be enquired whyther the Common subiect shall not be 
at lyberty to ship good coles for the realme without any license 
from the patente. 


So as your Lordship may see this Restraint is not generall, 
for it reacheth not to a fifte parte of those which are vented 
there, in as much as they may transporte all the meaner sort 
and a good parte of the best, and it is most reasonable that our 
owne Realme shalbe first served and with some of the better 
sort and then let the rest be transported beyond the Seas to 
serve other Contries. 

That the quantite is but a fift, non constat to me. 


If your Lordship may please but to examyne this Suite, I am 
perswaded in conscyence (for els I durst not so farre presume 
to ymportune your Lordship) the same will prove honest and 
iuste, And for one man that will impugne it (which are some 
fewe of the rich men of Newcastle) I doe thinke and dare saie 
there are hundredes that doe allowe and desire it. 


Jo. Thornburgh. 


To be inquired what the patente shall have of every ship or 
chaldron, whyther this grant shall extend to any more places 
than to Newcastle, which was the place wher the late Lord 
Treasurer did gyve direction but without any chardg to the 
subtectes. 


[Endorsed.| 1° Aug. 1591. Dean Thorneborowghes suite 
apostelled [?] by my Lorde. 


16. OBJECTION OF CITY OF NEWCASTLE TO PROPOSED GRANT OF 
DUTY ON COAL, DEC, 30, 1591. 


[Lansdowne MSS. 67, No. 85.] 


Our Duties Right honorable most humblie remembred, hay- 
inge allwaies founde your honorable fauor heretofor extended 
aly 
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towardes the Causes of our towne, which encorageth us the 
rather to Crave the continuacion thereof at this instante; for 
that Mr. Deane of Yorcke or some other is verie like, as we are 
enformed, to obteine a graunte from her maiestie of ane Imposi- 
cion to be imposed of everie Chalder of Colles to be loden and 
transported from this place, which if it shall take effect, wilbe 
the vtter vndoenge of this her highnes towne, in that therby all 
strangers which doe repaire hether woulde vpon such Imposicion 
demanded of them refusse this place, and repaire into scotlande, 
with which comoditie that Contrie is and woulde be sufficientlie 
able to furnishe them, if such occasion be once offered, and we 
thinhabitantes of this towne therby disabled to paie vnto her 
maiestie the yerelie fee farme reserved vnto her highnes, and 
ynable to mainteine our bridge and waulls nowe in greate Ruine 
and Decaie, and also great losse and hindrance vnto her maiesties 
Custome, besides it wolde be no smale hinderance ynto the staite 
of her highnes nauigacion. And whereas also we are enformed 
that Mr. Deane doth suggest that the mynes of Colles will 
shortlie decaie, it is cleare contrarie; for ther is everie yeare 
newe mynes founde forthe, and that of the best coles, so that we 
knowe the mynes will continue manie hundred yeares ; besides 
it is supposed that he surmiseth that the best colles are trans- 
ported beyonde the seas, and our owne Realme served with 
the worste, which suggestion is like the other, for it is as the 
master of the shipe pleaseth whether he will buie the best or the 
worst. And for thoes that are transported by strangers, as 
Frenchemen and Dutchmen, we lode them for the most parte 
with thoes colles which our englishmen esteme to be the worst, 
for that they will not goe to the price of the best; yett they will 
serue thoes Contries, and sell aswell ther as thoes which we call 
the best. And therefor, before the effectinge therof, if anie such 
thinge be intended, we most humblie crave your good Lordshipp, 
that: by your honorable meanes and favore we maie be aduertised 
and called to shewe our reasons why the same ought not to be 
granted or take place. And we shall accordinge to our bounden 
duties most hartelie praie for your honorable estate longe to 
Continue in all felicitie, and so most humblie doe take our 
Leue. Newcastle this XXX*h, 
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Your honors most humble at Comandement, The maior, 
Aldermen and shrief of Newcastle. 
George Farnabie, 
Wylime. Selby, 
H. Anderson, 
Mark Shafto. 
Robert Atkinson, 
Willm. Juennell. 
William Riddell, 
H. Chapman. 


[Hndorsed.| Maior and Aldermen of Newcastle to my Lord. 
Réasons against the sute made to her Maiestie for an Im- 
position to be putt uppon Newcastle cole. 


17. DRAFT PROCLAMATION TO PREVENT THE EXPORTATION OF 
NEWCASTLE COAL, 1592 (?). 


[Lansdowne MSS. 65, No. 9.] 


Elizabeth by the grace of God of England, Fraunce ete. 
To all Justices Mayors Sheriffes Customers Serchers Bayliffes 
and all other our ministers Offycers and Subiectes whatsoeuer 
aswell in Liberties as without to whom theis presentes shall 
come, 

Greetinge: Whereas by reason of the great scarcetie dearthe 
and decaye of woodes within our Realme of England the vse 
of coales commonlie called Seacoale or stone cole is of late yeares 
greatlie augmented, not onlye for fuell, but also to serue divers 
tradesmen and Artificers of this our Realme, as namly Brewers 
Smythes Dyers and men of lyke misteries and occupacions : 
Insoemuch as that the same Commoditie now ys and daylye 
more and more is lykelye to be in such speciall price and 
estimacion as that the same cannot be in any wise conyenientlye 
spared: In regard whereof, and for as much as of the same 
seacoale or stone coale there bene found of twoe sortes or more, 
thone much inferior in goodnes vnto thother, The better sorte 
whereof is, and of late hath bene in great quantitie conveyed and 
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transported out of this Realme into forrein partes, and not suche 
and so much store thereof lefte to the vse of our naturall and 
lovinge Subiectes as were convenient, But the reffuse and 
worser sorte of cole for the most parte sould and provided for 
the game our Subiectes to theire great preiudice losse and 
hindraunce. And for that at and about divers the cole mynes 
within this our Realme much abuse and dysorder nowe presentlye 
are and haue bene put in [use ?] aswell by the contynuall trans- 
portinge beyond the seas of the saide better sorte of coales and 
in mixture and interminglinge of thone sort with thother, and 
also in mixtinge and interminglinge the saide coales with dust 
and rubbishe and divers other lyke abuses most inconvenient to 
be suffred and lefte unreformed: Know Ye that wee, greatlye 
tendringe the mayntenaunce of so nedefull a Commoditie, And 
to thend that the saide abuses may be restrayned and reformed, 
for the better executinge of our intent and meaninge in that 
behalf, Reposeinge great trust and confidence in our faithfull 
and lovinge Subiect A. H. of our grace especiall, certaine 
knowledge and mere mocion, doe nomynate and appointe our 
saide trustye and welbeloued Subiect, his seruantes, deputies, 
Assignee or Assignes, from tyme to tyme duringe the terme of 
(blank| yeares next ensuinge to searche, viewe, survey and 
pervse by all lawefull wayes and meanes and that in all places 
aswell within Liberties as without, what seacoales or stone coales 
shalbe wrought, digged or provided to be imbarked or shipped 
from any Port, creeke, haven or other place navigable whatso- 
euer within this our Realme of England and Wales, and to trye 
and examyne the goodnes and quallytie as-also the mixinge 
and handlinge thereof. And wee doe further of our prerogative 
royall for us our heires and Successors straightlie chardge and 
commande all and euerie our lovinge Subiectes and all others 
that they doe not at. ~apte, practize or endevoure by anie waies 
or meanes directlie or indirectlie to transport», shippe or carrye 
beyond the seas, or willinglye assent or procure to be shipped, 
imbarked, laden or laide on bord of anye shippe, barke, boate, 
Crayer, Lighter, flyeboote or any other vessell or bottome any 
manner of seacoale or stone coale, with intent to be sould or 
caryed out of our realme from or out of anie Haven, porte or 
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creeke within our saide Realme, yntil the same shallbe first 
viewed, searched and perused by the said [blank], his deputie, 
deputies, factors, servantes, executors, administrators, Assignee 
or Assignes duringe the saide Terme of [blank] yeares now next 
ensuinge: ne shall mixe or mingle or cause or suffer to be mixed 
or mingled with or amonge any sorte of coales called seacoales 
or stone coales any earth, dust, rubbyshe or other inconvenient 
matter or substance vppon paine and forfaiture of the saide 
coales, and vppon paine of our greavous indignacion and dis- 
pleasure, as also vppon suche further fyne, penaltie and corporall 
punishement as in the highe Cort of Starre Chamber of us, our 
heires and Successors, vppon due proofe made of suche contemptes, 
offence or offences shalbe by our Counsell there from tyme to tyme 
assessed, inflicted and thoughte convenient. Provided notwith- 
standinge, and our expresse will and pleasure ys, that if it shall 
appeare vnto the saide [blank] his executors, administrators or 
Assignes, or his or theire substitute or substitutes, deputie or 
deputies, or anie of them hereafter, that there shalbe anye over- 
plus or surplusage of the saide better sorte of coales, which may 
be spared over and besides suche of the better sorte of the saide 
coales as shall suffice for the provision of our saide Realme, That 
then it shalbe lawefull to and for anie person or persons to 
transport, imbarke, shippe or carry into any partes beyond the 
seas, beinge our freinds or in league or ammytie with us, our 
heires or Successors, so much of the said overplus and surplusage 
as to the saide [blank] his executors, administrators, or Assignes, 
or his or. their Substitute or Substitutes, deputie or deputies, or 
some or one of them, shall seme meete and convenient to be 
spared from tyme to tyme duringe the saide Terme. Provided 
alwaies that before any seacoales or stonecoales shalbe shipped, 
imbarked, laden or laide aboarde of anie shippe, barke, boote, 
Crayer or other vessell the Owner or owners of the saide coales 
shall obtayne and haue or doe his or theire best endevoure to 
haue of the saide [blank] his executors, administrators or 
Assignes, or of his or theire deputies Assignes or Substitutes, 
or of some or one of them, a suffycient Certificat vnder the hand 
of the saide Offycer, his executers, adininistrators or Assignes, 
or his or their deputies or Assignes, or some or one of them, 
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describeinge and Cceclareinge of what sort, quallytie and nature 
the saide coales are, and to what place they are intended to be 
earryed. And to thintent that the Cittyes and townes of this 
our Realme, and especiallye of this our Cittie of London, may 
be the better served of the saide better sort of Seacoales, they 
the saide Owner and owners thereof shall putt in or cause to be 
putt in suffycient bond ynto us, our heires and Successors, in a 
competent penalty or some of money, the saide bondes to be 
delyuered to the saide [blank] his executors, administrators or 
Assignes, or his or theire Substitute or Substitutes deputye or 
deputies, or some or one of them, as shall for that purpose be 
deputed, with condycion to this effect, that the same coale so to 
be shipped . . . shall not by anye waies . . . whatsoever be 
transported, conveyed, caryed or brought into anye other place 
then in the saide Certificat shalbe described and declared. 
[And the said (blank) is authorised, for his expenses to take] the 
saide twoe pence vppon euerie Chalder for the best sort of 
seacoales or stonecoales, the saide penny vppon euerie Chaldren 
of the worst sort, and the saide twoe pence vppon euerie Chalder 
of coles that shalbe shipped, imbarked or layde on bord of anie 
vessell to be transported or carryed into anie partes of this our 
saide Realme as aforesaide, and other the fines, penaltyes and 
forfaytures aforesaide vnto the saide [blank], his executors, ad- 
ministrators and Assignes, from the daie of the date of theis 
presentes lettres pattentes for by and duringe the Terme of 
[blank] yeares next ensuinge fullie to be complet and ended. 
Yelding and payinge therefore yearelye duringe the saide Terme 
vnto us, our heires and successors, at the feastes of Thanunciacon 
of our blessed ladie the Virgin and St. Mychaell Tharchaungell 
or within fortie dayes next after euerie of the saide feastes x li. 
of lawefull englishe money by even porcions, to be paide at the 
receipte of our exchegor at Westminster or to the handes of 
our Receavors or Bayliffes of our Revenewes in those partes. 
[And the said (blank), his executors etc., may stay the loading 
of coals into any vessel, or the putting of it to sea, before the 
said sums of money be paid; they may enter any vessel or 
seller’s yard and examine the coal, and.may stay the removal 
of itbefore such certificates and payment be made and bonds 
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entered into.] For the better effectinge and accomplishinge 
of which our graunte in that behalf made wee doe by theis 
presentes for vs our heires and successors, will require and 
comaunde not onlye all Sheriffes, Maiors, Bayliffes, Conestables 
and other officers of vs, our heires and successors, vppon 
reasonable request to be in that behalf made by the saide 
[blank], his Hxecutors, Administrators or Assignes, or by 
his or their deputes, factors or substitutes, to be from tyme to 
tyme aideinge, assistinge and furtheringe aswell to the due 
execucion of this our graunte, as also the due reforminge, 
correctinge and punishinge of all and euerie wilfull or dis- 
obedient offendor, contempnor or transgressor of or against the 
same. And also wee for vs, our heires and successors, ex- 
presslye will and require and doe of our speciall grace and 
mere mocion geue and graunte vnto the saide [blank], his 
executors, administrators and Assignes, that this our present 
graunt shall notwithstandinge our prerogatyue royall be alwayes 
construed expounded and taken in all our Courtes whatsoeuer 
and before all and euerye our Judges, Justices, ministers and 
offycers to be good and effectual in the lawe, and moost largelye 
and beneficially shalbe construed and taken to and for the saide 
[blank], his Executors, administrators and Assignes, and most 
straightlye against vs, our heires and successors. And that the 
same our graunte and lettres pattentes shalbe of full force and 
effect, and to be deemed and taken to be good and suffycient, 
notwithstandinge any misnameinge, not nameinge, vntrue re- 
cytall, vntrue suggestion or false consideracion, or the not 
expressinge of the yerelye valewe or other Certantie of the 
premisses before graunted, or of anie parte thereof, or the not 
suinge forth of anie writt or writtes Inquisicion or Inquisicions 
of Ad quod dampnum, or any lawe, vsage, custome, ffranches, 
previledge, statute, provision, proclamacion, restraint or anie 
other matter, cause or thinge to the contrarye thereof in any 
wise notwithstandinge: And that the same Pattentes shalbe 
hadd and passed without anye fine great or smale to be there- 
fore answered or paide in our transfer or elsewhere. In witnes 
whereof, &c. 

[Endorsed.] A draught of a Proclamation to prevent the Hx- 

portation of New Castle cole. 


Obiection. 
Answers, 


Jbver- 
tione. 
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18. A REPLY TO THE LONDON COMPLAINT AGAINST NEWCASTLE, 
1595. 


[Harleian MSS. 6850, f. 163. ] 


The answers of Henry Mytforde and Henry Chapman 
Aldermen and Coleowners in the Towne of Neweastell to 
the informatione exhibited to the Right Honorable the 
Lordes of her Maiesties prevye councell by the Lord Maior 
and Aldermen of the Citty of London, concerning the exces- 
sive pryces of Colles inhansed at Newcastell aforesaid and 
other abuses in the said Colyerie practised, the particulers 
wherof with ther answers insuethe. 

That the prices of Colles ar excessively inhansed at Newcastell. 

To which is answered that for the space of this seven yeares 
last paste a Chalder of Colles, Newcastell measure, hath not bene 
raised in price above two shillinges which is xvj d. in a London 
Chalder: And for furder inhansinge of the excessive prices pro- 
cedeth not from Neweastell, but ar caused by the cariers of the 
said Coles from Newcastell, and other meanes to us unknowne. 

The reasons movinge those of Newcastell to raise this former 
xvjd. in a Chalder of Colles, London measure, ar as followethe. 

Firste wheras hearetofore Colles have ben caried from certaine 
groundes out of which they ar had (and wroughte), for iij d. or 
ilij d. the fother, the said Colle owners are constraned nowe for 
the licke caridge in quantitie and from the same places to paie 
xii d. for everye fother. Againe wheras hearetofore the charge of 
workinge a pytt weklye did not excede the some of fowrtie 
shillinges or fower markes, now the charge of the licke worke 
amountethe weklye betwene fower and fyve povndes, the cavses 
wherof ar thes. 

First that the said Carriers of Colles buy ther cattell neces- 
sarie thervnto at a dearer raite than heartofore, and that they 
beinge for the moste parte pore men, takinge such groundes as 
they feede ther cattell on for thes vses in ferme of the gentelmen 
of the Covnirie adioyininge, ar nowe inforced to paie more rente 
than hearetofore by threfolde; againe those pore men; who worke 
the Colles vnder the grovnde, having no other meanes to sustaine 
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the necessaties of thém selves and families then ther owne 
labowers, ar nowe compelled to paie x s. for the grasse of a cowe 
duringe the sommer season which hertofore they weare ac- 
cystomed to hier for iij s. iiijd., the which with the darthe of 
other victuales is the cavse they cannot sustaine ther lyves with 
the allowance of ther former wages and so inforced to raise the 
same more then heartofore accvstomed. 

That thre or fower of the ritcher sorte of the said Coleowners Obiection. 
havinge a lease of certaine Cole mynes from the Bishopp of 
Durhame, out of which ther hath bene wrought hertofore and 
brought to the Cittie of London great quantitye of Colles, which 
the said Cole owners doe nowe forbeare to worke, vsinge only 
other pyttes of ther owne in other places wherof lesse quantitye 
and a worser Cole ariseth. 

To this is answered that ther ar not onely three or fower but Answere. 
above xxx that ar intressed and parties to this lease which we 
thinke ther is ment, wherof some be wedowes and orphanes and 
of those some not havinge more than the 144 parte, which they 
hold not by lease from the Bushoppe immediatlie as is aledged 
but by demise from the Qvenes Maiestie; and to that which is 
said that they worke lesse quantitye of Coles in the said mynes 
then heartofore, the contrarye therof shalbe sufficientlie proved if 
your honors desier therin to be satisfied, nor if that surmise war 
admitted will it be founde anye sufficient cavse for the excessive 
prices, since the mynes amounte not in quantitye to the v"® parte 
of the Collerye wrought about Newcastell, And to that aledged 
of forbearinge to worke the good mynes of the Bushoppes and 
workinge Pittes of ther owne wherof a worse sorte of Coles 
ariseth, we answer that all those other mynes abovte the Towne 
of Neweastell ar ether had from her Maiestie for which they paie 
a yearlie rente, ether ar of the inhiritance of dyvers gentelmen 
theraboute inhabitinge, not onlie Inioyed by the pretended 
Bushops farmers as aforesaid but vsed by the said gentelmen 
and svndrie others to ther most commodity. 

That great quantities of the beste Coles ar transported to obiection. 
Rone and beyond the seas wherby the prices of sea Coles grew 


greater. 
To this [is] answered that strangers, as frenchmen and Duch- Answere. 
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men, ar loden most Commonlie of a baser Colle then they that 
ar brought to London, nor is ther x shippes in the yeare of them 
which ar loden of the best Colles. 

Obiection. That the said iij or iiij of the ritcher sorte doe hier Colle 
waynes that bring the Colles to the water from the reste. 

Anewore. Yt is trewe that such as best paie ar soonest served without 
regarde of better or worse abilitye. 

Obiection. That greater quantitye of Colles might be wrought then ther 
are, for the spedie dispatche of those that fetche them. 

Answere. To this is answered that ther ar nowe for thes last three or 
fower yeares more Colles wrought then could be gotten caried to 
the water by reasone of the ynseasonablenes of the yeares: the 
time of such carriage for the most parte being onlie betwene Maie 
daie and the feast of St Michell during the svmmer season, to 
the great disadvantage of those that worke the said Colles. 

These ar the answers which we the said Henry Mytford and 
Henry Chapman, for our selves and the others Cole owners of 
Newcastell, hymblye present vnto your honors considerations, re- 
ferring our selves therin to this honorable table whether the Lord 
Maior and Aldermen of the Cittye of London have Jyst cavse to 
complaine of abuses practised in Collyerie at Newcastell as they 
doe pretende. 


[Endorsed.] Colemen of Newcastle answering thobieccions of 
the Londoners about thexcessive pryce of Coles. 


19. COMPLAINT OF THE CORNISH TINNERS, 1595. 
[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CCLV., No. 58.] 


Reasons agaynst anye Innovacions ether for ingrossinge 
of all the Tynne of Cornewall, or over burdeninge the same, 
with newe ymposicions. 

The bieinge of the sayde tyn is nowe soughte muche under 
the present valewe, whereas her maiesties prerogatyve extendeth 
but to have the first bieinge thereof, payinge alwayes as the 
common price thereof shalbe. 

ffor the president aleaged, that one Brockhouse obtayned a 
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graunte of this prerogatyve, this man was founde a deceaver, and 
departed with oute executinge that patent. 

Also Sir George Carey is sayde to have obtayned consent of 
the best sorte of the tynners to bye all ther tyn, at xxv li. the 
m!, at which tyme or before the usuall price was butt xxi ld. or 
xxij li. the m!, so as that offer of his at that tyme, with other 
resonable offers on his behalfe, whereby he hadd ther consents, 
tended to the advancinge of ther priice, and better incoraginge of 
them to woorke ther mynes, whereas this offer is to the great 
abatment of ther priice which cannot but provoke ther great 
discontentments. 

For yf nowe when the price of tynne is at xxix li. or xxx lt. the 
m!, the Tynners should be enforced to sell the same at xxy li. the 
m!, this abatment of ther price will turne to ther losse of vj™ Ji. 
a yere or ther abouts. 

Yf anye aleadge that tyn is like to fall agayne unto a lower 
price the contrarye maye be proved by better reasons, for besyde 
the decreasinge of the tyn in Germanye, the tyn of Cornewall is 
also like to abate in quantytye, and the utterance of tyn in 
fforayne partes dayly encreaseth, for Fraunce by ceasinge ther 
civill Warres will renewe ther auncient trade, to utter the greatest 
parte of ther tyn, by meanes whereof Turkey and divers other 
partes cannot be so supplied as they have byn, which scarcetye 
must necessarely encreasse the price. 

There be also other reasons to mayntayne the good price of tyn, 
as the great derth of corne, and all other provisions, the derth of 
Tymber to bynde the mynes from fallinge, and of woods to make 
coles for meltinge the tyn, also ther chardges encreaseth muche by 
drawinge the water yerlye deper, and of greater quantytye from 
the bottome of the mynes, Therefore all suche attempts to beat 
downe the price of tyn, or to encreasse more chardgs thereon, 
wilbe suche a discoradgment as will cause the greatest parte of 
them to geve over the woorkinge of ther mynes, and therby geve 
them great causes of greffes discontentments and Murmerings, 
who with ther famyles doe consist of great numbers of poore 
people. 

And notwithstandinge the great difficultye of Woorkinge the 
tyn owte of the mynes and preparinge and meltinge thereof, yet 
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hath her maiestie for coynage and custome more then the xt? 
parte of the valewe, whereas of other commoditties her maiestie 
hath but a xxt® parte for custome. Therefore to laye any greater 
imposicion thereon wilbe an unequall burden, which will enforce 
ther humble peticions and complaynts, to be mesured with suche 
equitye as other dutyfull subiects, wherein, yf they be not releved, 
the best sorte gevinge over ther adventuers, will cause the 
ympayringe of her maiesties costomes, and the ympoorishment 
of a great nomber of serviceable subiects. 

It is graunted in ther charter, that nothinge shalbe done to 
ther preiudice, with owte the consent of certayne chosen members 
owte of every of the stannaries. 

It semeth that the tyn of Devon is not subiected to this pre- 
rogatyve of preemtion, where her majiestie hath not for coynage 
of everye hundred of tyn litle above a third parte of that which 
is paide for coynage of the C in Cornewall, Therefore yf they be 
at libertye to sell after the highe price, which yf this preveile 
muste be newly raysed at leaste to xxxv li. the m!, and Cornewall 
enforced to sell ther tyn after the abaste price of xxv Jz. the ml, 
This losse wilbe so great and evedent, as it muste excessyvelye 
encreasse ther great greffes. 

For yf the undertakers will paye her maiestie x™ Ji. yerlye 
rente they cannot sell ther tyn so boughte and rented under 
xxxvj li. or wyre xlli. the m!, whereby every famylye in the 
realme, havinge use of tyn in ther howses, shall feele the encreasse 
of chardges by payinge for ther pewter vessell more by a third 
parte then they weare accostomed. 

Nether will this offer of x™ Jc. yerely rent be so profitable or 
certayne unto her maiestie as in showe it semeth, for where 
her maiestie dothe nowe yerely receave for coynage and custome 
of tyn aboute m!m!'m!D Ji., with owte disbursinge anye of her 
Treasure or hazardinge anye casualtye for layinge owte so great 
a quantytye, as is devised, yf this yntention should procede to the 
dislyke of the tynners, They will not woorke upp so muche tyn 
as nowe they doe by thone halfe, and then howe can these 
undertakers performe ther offered rent of x™Ji. when the 
quantye shalbe so muche abated ? 

Where it is sayde that the merchaunts of London doe greatlye 


MINING AND METALLURGY 287 


ympovrishe the tynners, with excessyive use for the lone of 
monye, they are at this present wronged in that complaynte, for 
they lend after x and some after vj in the hundred li. and some 
other for no use at all, only to be repayde in tyn after the common 
price, yf anye doe paye greater use they are suche as are not 
knowen to be makers of tynne. 


20. A FRAUDULENT COLLIERY MANAGER, c. 1596. 
[Hist. MSS. Com. MSS. of Lord Middleton, pp. 163-65.] 


A note of the unjuste dealinges of Richard Hill with Sir 
Frauncis Willughbie, his maister, and his workemen, knowen 
to and to be justified by Allexandre Shawe, George Wagge, 
Robert Shawe, Thomas Bunney, John Cottam, Richard Fowler, 
or some one of them, with others. 

Inprimis, George Wagge and Allexandre Shawe are to depose 
that the said Richard Hill did threten to banishe the said Allex- 
andre the towne and feilde for declaringe the truthe to Sir 
Frauncis in saying that Richard Hill had deceyved his maister 
of xviij. lodes of coles in the Hollows, which the Ladie Stan- 
noppe had to Nottingham by the space of x. yeres since, and 
unjustlie by daies men caste him in the damage of xxt¢ nobles. 

ltem the said Allexandre and Thomas Bunneye are to depose 
that the said Richard Hill deceyved the lord of xviij. rookes of 
coles at Shawe pitt in Bretland, which he caried moste of them 
to Nottingham, and parte to his owne howse. 

Item the said Robert Shawe delivered xxxj. roo[kes] dim. of 
coles to John Foxe of Nottingham, the saltpeter-man, which 
money he falselie deceyved Sir Frauncis of, and had it to his 
owne use, which he paid in parte of his fine of his howse at 
Bilborowe at Nottingham, which Thomas Buney is to manifeste. 

Item Robert Shawe is to depose that Richard Hill com- 
maunded him to keepe the gifter-money of their cariages what- 
goever it was, more or lesse, and bringe it to him, and then hee 
did geve them againe what he thoughte good of it, wherby hee 
had the moste parte of that the pore men wrought for. 

Item Robert Shawe and Thomas Stillington, with others, are 
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to depose that Richard Hill suffred the workemen to goe so nighe 
the Hollowes in Bretland that they stroke throughe and lett in 
the water and overthrewe the worke to great hindrance of the 
lorde and his workemen. 

Item John Cottom is to saie that he caste a gobbinge betwixte 
worke and worke, soe that noe moe but that pitt meane should 
be acquainted with the overthrowinge of the worke. 

Item the said Richard Hill caused a paine to be sett in the 
courte that one man should not come into another’s workes, 
which was to conceale his ignorance. 

Item the pore workemen, having wroughte all the winter and 
gotten a great stacke of coles, then Hill would sett up the pitt 
to the lord’s great hindrance, and had the sale at his appoynt- 
ment to himself or some one for him. 

Item at the Hollie pitt in the Highe Feild Hill, havinge the 
rule of it, caused a thurle to be driven to a pitt in the Hollows 
of xl. elne, where hee led them up and downe till they were 
above j. hundreth elne driven, and in the meane whyle gott 
coles at the benke to the value of xl. or xxx. rookes a weeke, 
and not passing viij. or x. rookes were entered in the name of 
hed coles, at which thurle beinge so long in dryvinge Mr. Blythe, 
keepinge the booke, founde faulte, and demaunded when the 
pitt should be put in the Chantre, and then when the pitt were 
more than half donne, then he put it in, which action to make 
answere for those that knewe it once justified it to Sir Frauncis 
before Hill in the presence of Mr. Kindersley and others. 


21. RULES TO BE OBSERVED BY MINERS AT WOLLATON, NOTTS., 
c. 1600. 


[Hist. MSS. Com. MSS. of Lord Middleton, pp. 169-70.] 


The stevers’ (sic) charges. 


This is our master’s commandment that all you stovers of the 
feild shalle make your just acount unto your undermen everye 
nowne and every nyght what you have gett and sould. For 
every tyme that you do mys, you must losse iij s. iiij d. 
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And for every boutdenne of colles that you do sowfer to be 
borne from the feild you must losse xij d. 

And for every bordenne of wood the like xiij d. 

And that you shale make just messeures betwene the lord 
and the countre, to make to every halfe rooke ix cor-fulle, and 
_ to every three-quarters xiij cor-fulle, and to every whole rooke 
xviij cor-fulle of just and good messeure without fraud, deseate 
or guile, as you will answere at your perille. 

And if aney one be takene with aney of the pit candels bear- 
ing whome to his house, iij s. iiij d. 

And if ane one be takene with jane of the pit towles in his 
howse, to losse iij s. iiij d. 

And if aney one be taken cuttinge of aney of the pit rowpes 
or with aney in his howse, to lowse vj s. viij d. 

And if any one be taken knotinge in of ane worke, it is 
fellonie ; the must b[e] used at the lordes plesure. 

And for every of these defaultes whosoever he is, it must be 
taken up of his wages the next Seterday after. 

More, if aney mann do take ane of the lordes money without 
the comand of him or his offe[ce]res, to losse x s. and so to de- 
partte the towne and the feyld. 


92. USURY IN THE STANNARIES, 1602. 


[Richard Carew, The Survey of Cornwall (edit. 1769), pp. 14 v°-16.] 


Here I must either craue or take leaue of the Londoners, to 
lay open the hard dealing of their Tynne Marchants in this 
trade. When any Western Gent. or person of accompt, wanteth 
money to defray his expences at London, he resorteth to one of 
the Tynne Marchants of his acquaintance, to borrow some ; but 
they shall as soone wrest the Clubbe out of Hercules fist, as one 
penie out of their fingers, vnlesse they giue bond for euerie 
twentie pound so taken in lone, to deliuer a thousand pound 
waight of Tyn at the next Coynage, which shall be within two 
or three months, or at farthest within half a yeere after. At 
which time the price of euerie thousand, will not faile to be at 
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least twentie three, perhaps twentie five pound: yea, and after 
promise made, the party must be driuen (with some indignitie) 
to make three or foure errands to his house, ere hee shall get 
the money deliuered. In this sort, some one Marchant will 
haue 5 hundred pound out beforehand, reaping thereby a double 
commoditie, both of excessiue gaine for his lone, and of assur- 
ance to be serued with Tynne for his money. This they say is 
no Vsurie, forsooth, because the price of Tynne is not certainely 
knowne beforehand: (for once only within these twelue yeeres, 
of set purpose to escape the penaltie of the Law, they brought 
it a little vnder twentie pound the thousand:) but if to take 
aboue fiftie in the hundred be extremitie, whatsoeuer name you 
list to giue it, this in truth can be none other then cutthroate 
and abominable dealing. I will not condemne all such as vse 
this trade, neither yet acquite those who make greatest pretence 
of zeale in Religion: and it may be, that some vpon by-respects, 
find somwhat friendly vsage in Vsance, at some of their hands: 
but the common voice saith, that for the most part, they are 
naught all. 

And yet how bad soeuer this fashion may justly bee accompted, 
certaine of the same Countrymen do passe farre beyond it, as 
thus: The Marchant, that hee may stand assured to haue 
Tynne for his money, at the time of Coynage or deliuerance, 
besides his trade of lone aboue-mentioned, layeth out diuers 
summes beforehand, vunto certaine Cornishmen, owners of 
Tynworkes, or otherwise of knowne sufficiencie, who are bound 
to deliuer for the same, so many thousands of Tynne, as the 
money shal amount vnto, after the price agreed vpon at: the 
Coynages. To these hungrie flies, the poore labouring Tynner 
resorteth, desiring some money before the time of his pay at the 
deliuerance : the other puts him off at first, answering he hath 
none to spare: in the end, when the poore man is driuen through 
necessitie to renew his suite, he fals to questioning, what hee 
will do with the money. Saith the Tynner, I will buy bread and 
meate for my selfe and my houshold, and shooes, hosen, 
peticoates and such like stuffe for my wife and children. 
Suddenly herein, this owner becomes a pettie chapman: I will 
serue thee, saith he: hee deliuers him so much ware as shall 
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amount to fortie shillings, in which he cuts him halfe in halfe 
for the price, and four nobles in money, for which the poore 
wretch is bound in Darbyes bonds, to deliuer him two hundred 
waight of Tynne at the next Coynage, which may then bee 
worth fiue pound or foure at the verie least. And as mischiefe 
still creepes onward, this extreme dealing of the London 
Marchant and Countrie chapman, in white Tynne is imitated 
(or rather exceeded) by the wealthier sort of Tynners them- 
selues in the blacke, by laying out their money after thus much 
the marke: which trade, through subtill and darke, I will open 
as plainely as I can. 

A foote of blacke Tynne ... containeth in measure two 
gallons; the waight vncertainely followeth the goodnesse. A 
foote of good Moore-tyn (which is counted the best sort), will 
way about fourescore pound: of the worst fiftie pound. Two 
pound of good blacke Tynne, being melted, will yeeld one of 
white: twentie eight or thirtie foote of the best, fortie: of the 
middle, 52, of the meanest, a thousarid. Now the wealthier 
sort of Tynners, laying out part of their money beforehand, buy 
this black Tynne of the poore labourers, after so much the 
marke: that is, looke how many markes there are in the price, 
made at the Coynage for the thousand, so many two pence halfe- 
penie, three pence, or foure pence, partly after the goodnesse, 
and partly according to the hard conscience of the one, and 
necessitie of the other, shal he haue for the foote: as if the price 
be twentie sixe pound, thirteene shillings and foure pence the 
thousand, therein are fortie markes: then shalle the poore 
Tynner receiue of him who dealeth most friendly, for euerie 
foote of his best blacke Tynne (of which as was said, about 
thirtie will make a thousand) fortie times foure pence: viz. 
thirteene shillings and foure pence, which amounteth to twentie 
pound the thousand : whereas that foote at the price, is worth 
aboue fiue pence the marke. Likewise will hee pay for the 
meaner blacke Tynne (of which about fortie foote will make a 
thousand) three pence the marke, which is ten shillings the 
foote, and so shall he haue also after twentie pound for the 
thousand: for the worse they giue lesse, rateably. By which 


proportion, how vncertaine so euer the goodnesse of the Tynne, 
ig) 
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or the greatnesse of the price do fall, their gaine of a fourth 
part at least riseth alwaies certainly. Whereto adding, that 
they lay out beforehand but a portion of the money due, and 
that onely for some small time, you shall find it grow to the 
highest degree of extremitie, 


SECTION VI.—ALIEN IMMIGRANTS. 


1, ‘THACTE CONCERNYNG THE TAKYNG OF APPRENTISES BY 
STRAUNGERS’ (14 anp 15 HEN. vill, o. 2), 1523. 


[Stats. of the Realm, Vol. III., pp. 208-9. ] 


I. Be it enacted by the Kyng our Sovereign Lorde and the 
Lordes Spirituall and Temporall and the Commens in this 
present parliament assembled and by the auctorite of the same 
that no maner of straunger borne out cf the Kynges obeysaunce 
be he denisen or nat denisen usyng any maner of hande crafte 
withyn this Realme shall take frome hensforth any apprentyse, 
except the same apprentyce be borne under the Kynges obey- 
saunce upon payne to forfait for every apprentyse that he shall 
take contrary to this acte x lz., the one half thereof to be to our 
Sovereign Lorde the Kyng, the other halfe to hym or them that 
shall sue for yt, be yt by accion of dette byll playnt informa- 
cion cr otherwyse, in which sute the defendaunt shall not be 
admytted to wage his Lawe, ne any Essoyne Licence or Pro- 
teccion to be allowed. 

II. Be yt also enacted by the auctorite aforesaid and under 
lyke payne to be forfeyted and recovered as is aforesaid, that 
noo Straunger beyng alyen born and usyng any maner of honde 
crafte withyn this Realme, frome the feast of Alsayntes next 
ensuyng, shall in any maner of wyse use take reteign or kepe 
into his or their servyces any maner of Journey mar or 
Covenaunt servaunt above the nomber of twoo at one tyme; 
Except the same Journeyman or covenaunt servaunt be borne 
under the Kynges obeysaunce. 

III. And over this be yt enacted by auctorite aforesaid, That 
all maner of personnes being Alyens borne usyng any maner of 
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handy crafte be they denysens or nat denysens, and inhabited 
withyn the Citie of London or Suburbes of the same, withyn the 
Towne of Westmynster the parisshe of Saynt Martyns in the 
Felde, the parysshe of our Ladye of the Stronde, Saynt Clement 
of Danes without Temple barre, Saynt Gyles in the Felde, Saynt 
Andrewes in Holburne, the Towne and Borough of Southwarke, 
Shortdiche, White Chapell parysshe, Saynt Johns Strete, the 
parysshe of Clerkynwell, Saynt Botolphes parysshe without 
Algate, Saynt Katheryns, Barmondsay Strete, or withyn two 
Myles compasse of the sayed Cytye of London or the parysshes 
aforesaid, shalbe under the Serche aud Reformacion of the 
Wardens and the Felowshyppes of handy craftes withyn the 
said Citie of London, with one substanciall straunger beyng an 
housholder of the same crafte by the same Wardens to be 
chosen, that is to saye, Every such straunger occupiyng any 
mystery or handy crafe as ys aforesaid, shalbe under the Serch 
and Reformacion of the Wardens and one Straunger substanciall 
beyng an housholder of that crafte that they shall so occupie: 
And that the Wardens of the said Citie of every such handye 
crafte with one Straunger or housholder as is aforesaid of the 
same crafte, have full power and auctorite by this present acte 
to lymytte and appoynt to every straunger of the mystery 
and handy crafte that they be of inhabityng withyn the said 
Citie Suburbes places or precyncte above remembred a proper 
marke without takyng any thyng therfor, by the which their 
wares vesselles and workmanshippes that they make may be 
knowen: And that the Wardens of every such handecrafte and 
mystery aforesaid callyng to them oon straunger of the mystery 
and occupacion that they be of, beyng an housholder, shall have 
full power and auctorite to serch vieu and refourme as well 
withyn the said Citie of London as in all other places and 
lymyttes beforesaid all maner of wares and workmanshippes 
made by any maner of such handy crafte men beyng alyens 
borne as ys beforesaid: And that noo Straunger borne oute of 
the Kynges obeysaunce usyng any of the mysteryes or occupa- 
cions of Smythes Joyners or Coupers shall make any maner 
of wares or vesselles concernyng the same mysteryes or 
occupacions, except that they and every of them put to such 
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markes to every of the same wares and vesselles before they 
shalbe put to sale or use as the Wardens of their occupacions 
craftes or mysteryes shall lymytt and appoynt without takyng 
any thyng therfor upon payne of forfeyture the double valwe of 
the same wares and vesselles, the one halfe of which forfeyture 
to be to the Kyng our Sovereign Lorde, the other halfe to the 
partie that fyrst wyll sue for the same by accion of Dett Byll 
Playnt or Informacion, in which the defendaunt shall not wage 
his lawe nor any Essoyne shalbe cast or proteccion allowed. . . . 

IV. [False and deceitful Wares of Aliens found upon Search 
shall be forfeited. ] 

VY. [Wardens of Fellowships in Cities and Towns Corporate, 
or the Bailiffs and Governors thereof, shall view and search 
Aliens using any Handyerafts there.] 

VI. [Remedy for such Strangers wrongfully entreated.] 

VII. [Aliens may retain their present Journeymen and 
Apprentices. ] 

VIII. [Saving clause for the Universities, etc.] 

IX. [If Wardens refuse to mark the Wares they may be sold 
without the Mark. ] 

X. Provyded also that this Acte extend not to any other 
handy crafte than to the craftes of Joynours, Pouchemakers, 
Coupers, and Blak Smythes for or concernyng the foresaid 
article of markyng of Wares of the said Hstraungers. Also that 
it shalbe lawfull to any Lorde of the Parliament and every other 
of the Kynges Subjectes havyng Londes and Tenementes to the 
yerely value of oon hundred poundes, to take and reteign 
Estraungers Joyners and Glasyers in their servyce from tyme to 
tyme to and for the excercysyng with them their craftes; this 
Acte natwithstondyng. 
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2. AN ALIEN CRAFTSMAN’S WILL, 1557. 


[Bury Wills and Inventories, ed. S. Tymms (Camden Soc., 1850), 
pp. 147-48. ] 


In the name of God Amen. The xxviijti daye of October in 
the yeare of our Lorde God 1557, I, John Bocking, cooper and 
Ducheman, dwelling in the paryshe of Myldenhall, in the countie 
of Suffolk and in the dyocess of Norwiche, being in hole mynde 
and perfect remembrans, do make this my presente testament 
and last wyll, in manner and forme folowing: Fyrst I commende 
my sowle to Almyghtie God, to our Ladie Saynt Marye, and to 
all the blessed companye of heauen; my bodye to be buryed in 
the churchyarde of Myldenhall aforesaid. Item 1 bequethe to 
the reparacions of Myldenhall churcheij s. yj d. Item I gyue to 
Audrye Walton, my: maide, fourtie shillings, to be payd by the 
hands of my executryx. Item I gyue to Jane my wyfe twentye 
poundes that is owing me in Freselonde, in a towne named 
Grouye, and yf my sayd wyfe be at this present with chylde, 
I wyll that my chylde shall haue the same twenti pounds, and 
yf she be not with chylde then I gyve it to hir freelye. Also I 
wyll that Jane my wyfe resorte vnto Mr. Lawrence, a Duche 
man, dwelling on the Towre Hill at London, and desyer him 
to laboure ernestlye to Mr. Berner, who shall bryng hir the 
sayd twentye poundes out of Freselande, for he do knowe the 
men that do owe me the sayd monie the same very debte. 
Also I wyll that Jane my wyfe shalbestowe for me at my 
buryall daye in deedes of charytie to the pore people twelve 
shillings. The resydewe of all my goods, of what kynde or sorte 
so euer they be, eyther of thys syde the seae or beyound the 
seae, I do gyue them to Jane my wyfe, whome I do make 
my sole and faythfull executrix, she to paye my debts and to 
haue my debts, to bryng my bodye honestlye to the grounde, to 
delyuer my legasyes, and to performe this my presente testa- 
ment. These being wytnesses, Wylliam Godfraye, Thomas 
Byggman, John Walden, with other moo. 
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3. SETTLEMENT OF ALIEN CRAFTSMEN AT SANDWICH, 1561. 


[From S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XVIII., No. 9, in W. Boys, Collections for a 
Hist. of Sandwich (1892, i.e. 1792), App. G, p. 740.] 


Elizabethe, by the Grace of God, etc., to our welbeloved the 
mayor, jurats and commonaltye of our towne and porte of 
Sandwiche . . . greatinge. For divers speciall considerations 
us movinge, aswell for the helpe, repayre and amendement 
of our said towne and porte of Sandwiche by plantinge in the 
same men of knowelege in sondry handy crafts, as also for the 
relief of certaine strangers nowe resyding in our citie of London, 
being verye skilful therein, belonginge to the churche of strangers 
in our said citie of London, we of our gras especiall and mere 
mocion do by theis presents give and graunte lycence to all and 
eyerye persons strangers, as by the moste reverend father in 
God the archbushop of Canterburye and the bushop of London 
for the tyme being shalbe unto youe signefied to be persons mete 
to inhabite within our said towne and porte of Sandwiche for 
thexercise thereof the facultie of making saes, bay and other 
cloth, which hath not been used to be made in this our realme 
of Englonde, or for fishinge in the seas, not extendinge the 
nombre of twentie, or fyve and twentie housholders, accompt- 
inge to everye houshold not above tenne or twelve persons, that 
they and everye of them maye savely repaire to our said towne and 
porte of Sandwich, and there by our consent and order inhabite 
and take houses for their inhabitacion and to have suche and as 
manie servants.as shall suffice for the exercise of the said faculties 
there, not exceadinge the nombre above expressed without 
any payne, forfacture or other losse, damage or hinderance to 
be sustayned or incurred by youe or any of you, or by them 
or any of them, for or concerninge the premises or any part 
thereof; any acte, statute, provision, usage, custome, prescrip- 
tion, lawe, or other thinge whatsoever to the contrarye hereof 
had or made in any wise notwithstandinge. And theis our 
lettres shalbe unto you and every of you, and also unto them 
and everye of them, from tyme to tyme a suffycient warraunte 
in that behalf, to continue duringe our pleasure. 


298 TUDOR ECONOMIC DOCUMENTS 


4. INTRODUCTION OF STRANGERS FROM THE LOW COUNTRIES TO 
NORWICH, 1564. 


[Records of the City of Norwich, ed. W. Hudson and J. T. Tingey, 
Vol. IL. p. 332.] 


Master Thomas Sotherton, Maior of the Citye of Norwiche. 
In the year of ower Lorde God 1564, the seaventhe year of 
the reigne of ower Sovereign Ladye Elizabethe by the grace 
of God of Englande Fraunce and Irelande Quene defender 
of the feythe, etc. by reason that the comodities of woorsted 
makyinge is greatelye decayed, by the whiche manye cittyzens 
bothe marchauntes and artizans that befor that tyme hadd (of 
the geyne therof) their whoale lyvinges, and greate nombre of 
poore of the cyttye were sette on worke by spinninge, weavinge, 
dyenge, callendringe and shearinge theseyde clothes which nowe 
were owte of estimation and vente, that the makers and woorkers 
therof in all the exercises aforeseyde were fayne to geve them- 
selves to other exercises and trades to maynteyne their families 
whiche was nothinge so proffytable, wherebye people became 
poore, manye lefte ther howses and dwelte in the countrye, that 
howses decayed for lacke of fearmes, and that they were letten 
at small prises, and the citye lyke to decaye yf prudente polici 
did not assyste the same. And after manye consultacons and 
devices what trades might be practized to redresse this poor | 
state, was geven intelligence that dyverse strangers of the 
Lowe Countryes were nowe come to London and Sandwiche 
and had gotte lyscens of the Quenis Maiestye to exercize the 
makynge of Flaunders comodityes made of woolle, which 
straungers came over for refuge ageynste the persecution then 
raysed agaynste them by the power of the Duke Alva, principall 
for the Kynge of Spayne. And bycause the poore here might 
be excercized in theyr spynninge and woolle worke a motion was 
made to Thomas, then Duke of Norffolke, then lodged at his 
housse in this citye, that at his retorne to London he obtayned 
of the Quenis Maiestye, who of her gracious goodnes and 
mercifull clemencye havinge compassyon of the poore state of 
this her highnes citye, dyd tollerate and admytte to be and 
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inhabite within this her highnes Citye of Norwiche thirtye 
master workemen, to have eyther of them tenne servauntes to 
exercize the makynge of those comodityes with warraunte to 
the Maiour and citezns to permitte them so to do. Whiche 
being done under her highnes lettres pattents (at seyde Duke 
his charges) was sente downe to the foreseyde Maiour to be 
putte in execution. 


5. EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS WRITTEN BY REFUGEE STRANGERS AT 
NORWICH TO THEIR FRIENDS AND RELATIONS AT YPRES, 1567. 


[Translated from H. Q. Janssen, De Hervormde vlugtelingen van 
Yperen in Engeland (Middleb. 1857), in W. J. C. Moens, Register 
of Baptisms in the Dutch Church at Colchester (1905), pp. 220-24 
passim. The letters are from the Archives of Ypres. ] 


(1) Clais van Wervekin [hatmaker] to his wife (21 Aug., 1567). 


. . . You would never believe how friendly the people are 
together, and the English are the same and quite loving to our 
nation. If you come here with half our property, you would 
never think of going to live in Flanders. Send my money and 
the three children. Come at once and do not be anxious. 
When yon come, bring a dough trough for there are none here. 
Know that I await you and doubt me not; send me Catelynken, 
Saerle and Tonyne. Bring also our long hooks to hang your 
linnen cords on. Buy two little wooden dishes to make up half 
pounds of butter ; for all Netherlanders and Flemings make their 
own butter, for here it is all pigs fat. . . . Your married friend. 


(2) Andries and Anna van der Haghe to their parents (28 Aug., 
1567). 

[This is an earnest appeal to their father, mother, brother and 
sisters to come to England and not to wait any longer. They 
inform their father that his debtors] Pieter Keerle and Steven 
de Mol are at Norwich, who await you anxiously to settle up 
with you... I and my brother will supply you with what 
you require here as weaver, for there is a great trade doing. . . . 
Will you greet Lieven van de Walle and his wife for us, not 
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forgetting our grandmother, uncles and aunts and all our other 
friends. ... We pray you, when you get to Nieuwport, take 
the vessel that comes to Yarmouth, for otherwise you would 
have a day’s more voyage. For when people come to Sandwich, 
it costs double, for they must then go to Norwich. I have a 
gold coin. I would like to send it in the letter, but when you 
come to Norwich I will give it you, for then you may have 
nothing in your pocket; When you come to Norwich you shall 
have gold. 


(3) Clement Baet to his Wife (5 Sept., 1567). 


[He writes to his dear wife and children that he had arrived at 
Norwich on the 3rd September, where he was joyfully received 
by Clement, Aunt Tanne and her husband, Jan Langedul, 
Thomas Vilgemo, Mr Pieter de Smet, Franchoys Tybaut, 
Thomas Bateman, Claes Victoor and many others who rejoiced 
at his coming. He tells his wife to sell what she has and come 
over]. There is good trade in bays and I will look after a house 
as quickly as I can to get into business, for it will be easy to 
make money. I will get ready the gear for making bays against 
your coming. Bring all your and your daughter’s clothing, for 
people go well clad here. Go to Nieuport, the woman will help 
you well. Let your sister know that Lein’s trade is no use, for 
they only work at bay work here. Greet heartily Philip Kuen, 
Pieter de Pers, Pieter Priem, Cornelis Hendrickz. Christiaen 
van de Stene, Jakijs de Muelene, Jooris Boontam, and Jan Spene. 
I let you know that we are merry and happy with each other. 
May God give you the same loving peace and riches as we have 
here at Norwich. It is very dear to hear the word of God 
peacefully. 


(4) Gilles Navegeer to his grandmother (13 Sept., 1567). 


[He writes that his father, mother and sisters are all well. He 
mentions that ‘we have been at Norwich a little less than two 
years, where we are living in great quietness and peace, and the 
word of God is much preached among us.’ He tells her that 
he understands the Fatherland to be in great trouble and uproar. 
He also informs her that for more than six months he had 
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learnt bookbinding, but that gave too little profit, so that he had 
taken to another trade, by which he hoped to do better. That 
Maeyken Navegheer, his eldest sister, is with Pieter Bake of 
Ypres, who has a brewery at Norwich, where she works. That 
his brother Willekin Navegeer .was learning the trade of a 
cutler; his father worked in a threadtwist factory ; his mother 
did ‘ oude’ work ; his sister, little Maeykin, spun thread ; Synken 
(Frances) played all day; and ‘ Gaeige’ died in the fourth week 
after Whitsunday. That ‘we have heard that Pieter Rijckeseis 
my mother’s brother had died suddenly.’ He mentions 
Nicodemus Navegeer, Jan Rickeseis and his wife.] 


6. ALIENS TEACHING THEIR CRAFT TO ENGLISHMEN AT NORWICH, 
1568-76. 


[Records of the City of Norwich, ed. W. Hudson and J. T. Tingey, 
Vol. II., pp. 184-86. ] 


Court on Saturday, 6 March [1568]. Vyncent Tesmonde, 
Symond Sallett and Thomas Tesmonde, white tawers, beyng 
sworne and deposyd do complayne and saye that on Tewesdaye 
beyng St. Mathies even [23 Feb.] last paste they went to the 
howse of one Peter Byllett a straunger dwelling in the parisshe 
of St. Mary of Coslany to know-and understande the manner 
and waye of pullyng the shepskynnes according to souche order 
as was taken before Mr. Mayour. And the sayde Peter Byllett 
very stowtely aunsweryd and sayde that he coulde not be in reste 
but moche disquyeted and trobled. And in talke betwyn them 
the sayde Byllett called the sayde Vyncent Tesmonde and 
Thomas Tesmonde both knaves, and that he wolde not teach 
neyther them nor none of ther servauntes to pelte woll onles 
they wilbe prentyses for iiije’ or fyve yeares. And hereupon 
there ys commaundement geven that neyther the sayde Peter 
Byllett nor yet eny other straunger shall engrosse or by eny 
wolskyns in the market nor of eny bocher at eny tyme after. 
And hereupon he ys comyttyd to prison. 

Court on Wednesday, 10 March [1568]. Certeyne straungers, 
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joyners, viz. Raynolde Louys, Robert Gosens, John Foos, 
Nicholas Vanbraband, Andrew Funnevex were called before 
Mr Mayour and warned that thei shalle speare! and shetupp 
the shoppes and worke with Inglysshemen or elles to departe 
owte of the cittie within xiii] dayes next commyng. 

Court on Wednesday, 1 Feb. [1576]. Richard Whittell of 
Ringsale in the Countie of Norffolk, taillour, here in open courte 
ys contente that Robert Whittell his sonne of the age of xvj 
yeres shalbe and remayne with Charles Droghbroot, bayweuer, 
for the space of vj yeares after the daye of this courte to lerne 
the occupacion of bayweuyng and souche other trades and 
sciences as the same Charles Droghbroot dothe or shall occupye 
duryng the sayde terme of vj yeares wanting a quarter. And 
the sayde Charles dothe not only promys to teache the sayde 
Robert souche sciences as he dothe or shall use and to fynde 
hym sufficient meate, drynke, lynnen and wollen aswell in 
syckenes as in helthe during all the sayde tyme, but also at 
thende of thos yeares to geve and delyuer to the same Robert 
Whittell his servaunt xx s. in mony and doble apparrell for his 
body bothe lynnen and wollen, according to the custome of the 
cittie. 

The same Richarde Whittell is content that his sonne Ewstas 
of the age of xiiij yeares shalbe and remayne with Nicholas 
Vanbuston, pynner, for the space of viij yeres to lerne the 
occupacion of pynnars crafte, etc. [on similar conditions]. 

Robert Vance, singleman, of the age of xvij yeres is content 
to put hym selfe to seruece to one John Vance, a Duche man, 
for the space of three yeares and x monethes to lerne his 
occupacion of turnars craft [on similar conditions]. 


7. CONTRACT BY ALIENS TO INTRODUCE GLASSMAKING, APRIL 22, 
1568. 


[Lansdowne MSS. 59, No. 76.] 


We Thomas and Balthazar de Hamezel esquiers, dwelling at 
the glashouses of Vosges in the countrie of Lorrayne, John 


1 close. 
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Cheuallier, Chastelain and receyyor of fonteney le Chastell. I 
the said Cheuallier aswell in myn owne name as of John Quarre 
of Andwerp at this presente dwellinge in London, promysing that 
when nede shalbe and required thereof, to cause the contentes of 
thies presentes to be ratified. That is to saye that for vs our 
heires successors and assignes, we haue made, and do make by 
thies presentes the associacions promesses and covenantes 
folloinge, that is to saie, Thoughe it so be that the said John 
Quarre hathe obteyned aswell in his name as in the favour of me 
the said Chevallier privelege and permission of the Maiestie of 
the Quene of England for the terme of xxjti¢ yeres, to make and 
builde in the said countrie of England Ovens to make great glas, 
and to vse the commodities of the said countrie as more at large 
is conteyned in the said permission : we the said Thomas and 
Balthazar de Hennezel esquiers shalbe bounden to transporte 
our selues as sone as possible maye be to the said countrie of 
England, and there to cause to be builded and edified two Ovens 
to make greate glas,and with vs to conducte bring and entreteyne 
fower gentlemen glasiers, that is to saye, two Tercieurs and two 
gatherers, and with their ayde to make euery daye in eche of the 
sayd oovens the quantitie of thirtie bundells of glas, whyts or 
coullers, good lawfull and merchauntable, of good height and 
largenes well proporcioned, so that we be not deteyned by 
sickenes or vrgent lettes. And as touching the buyinge of the 
woodes, asshes, sandes, saffre and all other prouisions necessary 
to make the said glass, as also for the edifyinge of the Oovens and 
pott makers, victuell and wages-of the gentlemen and servauntes 
ymployed to theffect that the whole charges shall runne amonge 
the whole companye, that is to saye that we the said de Hennezell 
Quarrey and Cheuallier [sic]. Item we the said de Hennezell have 
promysed and do promys all fidelitie requisite and due to the 
companye, so as the worke of the glass be donne partable and 
duely, as to suche an'arte is expedient. Likewise we the said 
Quarrey, Cheuallier and fellowes have promysed to make all 
duetie and diligence to distribute and sell aswell to the said 
countrie as otherwaies the said glass comminge of of the said 
glasiers, to the greatest profytt that we can, faythfully equitablie 
and to the partable charge of the companye; and of the whole 
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thereof the said Quarrey and Cheuallier shalbe bounde to kepe a 
good and Lawfull accompte aswell of the charges that they shall 
haue furnished, be it in carriage, guidinge, wages of servauntes, as 
other like charges convenable and necessarie for the said glass 
that shalbe done from sixe monethes to six monethes, The 
whole faythfully and loyally accompted; and shalbe leuied of the 
first all the charges disbursed by the sayd Quarrey and Chevallier. 
And of the residue of the profitt that god by his grace shall giue 
We the said Hennezel working at two Oovens will levie two 
hundreth crownes euery yere, that is to saye from sixe monethes 
to six monethes for recompence of our thirde of the glass, as 
haue the other glasiers, which shalbe payed at the charges of the 
companye as it is aboue agreed. And as for the surplus of the 
said proffyte yt shalbe parted and devyded by equall porcion, that 
is to saye thone halfe to vs the said de Hennezel and thother to 
the said Quarrey, Chevallier and ffellowshipp.- And the foresaid 
contract of the said ffellowshipp shall enduer by the space of 
nyne yeres begininge from the daye that the sayd de Hennezel 
shall worke of the said Oovens and glas. The which promesses 
covenauntes associacions and agreementes beforesayd, the whole 
according to the pointes and clauses aboue written, We the said 
esquiers and Cheuallier, as well in my name as the said John 
Quarrey, haue promessed and do promys in good fayth by thies 
presentes, vpon obligation of all our goodes whersoeuer for the 
which we haue bounde our selues thone to thother ever to kepe 
obserue and enterteyne, any thing what soeuer to the contrary. 
And in wytnes of truth we haue subsigned thies of our signes 
manuell the xxijt" daye of the moneth of Aprill, 1568, after Haster 
So subsigned I Chevallier Thomas de Hennezel, Balthazar de 
Hennezel. 
This is a true copie translated out of french into Englishe. 
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8, AN ALIEN GLASS MANUFACTURER'S DIFFICULTIES, 1568-71. 


[Lansdowne MSS. 59, No. 76.] 


To the right honorable Sir William Cecill, knight, the 
Quenes Maiesties principall Secretary ete. 

Right honorable, for that I understand that ther is some lack 
found that the making of the glass dothe not better proceade, for 
the speciall dewty I owe unto the Quenes Maiestie and the 
greate fault ther is in dede happened in this entreprise, I am 
bounde to confes a greate hinderaunce to be donne unto her 
Maiestie and unto the commodities of this Realme, and that your 
- Honour maye knowe the occasions therof, for my dewty sake I 
have drawne out the same as briefly as I can, as foloweth: 

Firste, John Carre my copartener did procure out of Loraine 
workemen for to make that kind of glass, and agreed with some 
of them in his owne proper name for the one half, and in the 
name of one John Chevallier for the other half, who hathe no 
privilege in the glass making, which being so done gave me © 
suspicion of double dealing, considering that we were in company 
to gether and did not nominate me in the said contracte as by 
the copie of the said contract dothe appere, which hereunto is 
annexed.! 

Forgetting the said collusion and passing over the same for the 
best, I procured as muche as was in me to gett thes workmen to 
labor, which were come hither for the said purpose, and for the 
better to bring the same to passe (as I thought) I did utter my 
mynd unto one Peter Briet desiring hime to be a mediatour 
betwene the workemen and us for the making of the glass, for 
that I not being named in the contracte with John Carre I coulde 
not compell them, but was forced to intreate them, After divers - 
meatinges did breake of and nothing could be done, so that all 
the charge for making of a fornes and other excessive expences 
were holly loste, of the which I have good occasion to be right 
sorry and maye lament my case in the desiring of Peter Briettes 
assistaunce, for in stede where he should have persuaded them 


1See above, No. 7. 
VOL, I. 
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to worke in this Realme, contrary unto the same did contracte 
with the said workemen to sett up on the other side of the see by 
Bullen a certeine forneys, saing it was nigh unto England and 
should be as commodious there as in the Realme and so do ther 
feate without privilege, and besides should kepe the science out 
of the Realme, for they wolde in no wise have the science to 
come into England. 

Finding my self thus deceaved, my chargis and tyme loste 
and also destitute of helpe, [I] have neverthelesse for the better 
fourthering of the making of this glass and for the establishing of 
the science of the glass making in this Realme, taken unto my 
helpe an Englishe man and a Citizen of London named Farnando 
Poyntes, with whose helpe I trust to satesfy and accomplishe the 
poynts promised unto her Maiestie, whereof 1 hope your Honour 
shall shortely understand by our diligence the effecte thereof. 

For the smale numbre of Normandy glass which hathe bene 
hetherto made is not for that of my parte the workemen did 
lacke any thing of that they desier, nether can I come to the 
perfect knowledge of the fault. The workemen do lacke of that 
the promysed to make, since the tyme they begane to worke 
which was the xxilij*® daye of Octobre untill Easter, aboute 200 
caces of glass, whereby is lost 2807. Their wages be greate, for 
the principall workeman hathe daylie xviij’ [sc] and for that he 
is bounde to make iij caces of glass, which is of his parte not 
accomplished, and yet payed for them, besydes divers other 
workemen which have daylie wages, and should have had no 
more then ys the numbre of caces that late had bene made; 
besides that the stufe whereof the foresayd glass might have been 
made is wasted and lost and the wood consumed without profitt, 
all this unto my greate griffe and Damage. 

I suspecte that the workemen of the Normandy glass be leade 
by some inderect means as those of Loraine were by Peter Briet, 
which Peter Briet hathe aioyned hym self with John Carre and 
hathe of him a graunte of privelege, which their inderecte dealing 
can tende to no other ende but to wery me with contynuing of 
greate charges, as the workemen have threatned me to do, 
wherein I knowe no remedy. Wherefor and for my dutye sake 
[1] do gyve your Honour to understand parte of the proceadinges 
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and also the greate grief I have in that it is none otherwyse, 
wherein I labor to forsee the same, and to that ende have sent 
my sonne into Germany to have workemen from thens, where he 
was promysed some at his last being there, which was aboute 
ilij monethes agone. And I upon the said hope intend fourthwith 
to seake some commodious place to have it Ready ageinst their 
comminge. 

Right Honorable, since the ending of this present I have 
received newes from the glass house that the workemen have 
missused my sonne in Lawe, which was ther to see unto my 
busines and to preserve my right, and he is in such sorte 
handeled that he is at the pointe of death throwe the woundes he 
hathe receyved of the said workemen, which workemen have 
heretofore missused my owne sonne without cause, which thing 
I have allwaies suffred with pacience for that the worke should 
not be hindered, seaking by all meanes possible to please them 
that theirby I might the better establishe the science in the 
Realme, which is come to their knowledge by the accusation of 
John Carre and therfore have taken suche a malice against me, 
as it maye by thier intrety appeare. Humbly beseching your 
honour therfore that, as at the beginning I have taken the same 
to my protector and defendor in this my true intention for the 
establishing of this science in this Realme, as it maye please 
youe to have suche consideration therof as shalbe unto your 
wisdome thought meate. And thus leavinge to troble your 
Honour any longer I beseche the Lyvinge Lord to have the 
same in his keping. 

By Me your humble servant for ever 
Antony beckn alias Dolin. 


20 * 
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9. COMPLAINT OF THE CITIZENS OF LONDON AGAINST ALIENS 
1571. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. LXXXI., No. 29.] 


A Complaynt of the Cytizens of London against the great number 
of strangers in and about this cytty. 


The Subietts of England and Cittizens of London find them- 
selves greeved at two sortes of straungers settlers here amongst 
us. 1. marchants. 2. handycraftesmen. 

Against marchant strangers there are six speciall provisions 
by the lawes of the land, and the charters of the citty. All 
which are offended by theis straungers. 

Noe 1. As first they ought not to take any lodgings or houses 

houses. = within the citty but to abide at the tables of freehostes, and to 
dwell in noe other place but with the said hostes to bee assigned. 
Contrary heerynto the marchant straungers take uppe the fairest 
houses in the Citty, devide & fitt them for their severall uses, 
take into them several lodgers & dwellers. This is contrary to 
the third of 1 Edward 3 made in parliament, and the statutes 
of 5 Henry 4, cap 9 and 4 Henry 5, cap. 5. 

Sell within 2. Secondlie they ought to sell their marchaundizes within 

6 weekes. six weekes after the landing thereof. 

Contrary heerynto they keepe their Marchandizes soe long as 
they list, feed the markettes with them at their pleasure, take 
all times of advantage for the utterance of their commodities, 
contrary to the charters of 1 Hdward 3: the statute of 5 Henry 
4, cap. 9, gives three monethes. 

Not re- 3. Thirdlie they ought not to sell any merchaundizes by Re- 

tayle. —_ tayle, Contrary heervnto many of their merchaunts are Re- 
taylers also, keepe shoppes inward, and private chambers, and 
therein sell by whole sale and retayle, send to every mans house, 
serve chapmen, send to fayres, and utter their commodityes 
many other wayes. Contrary to the charter of 3 Edward 3 and 
the statutes of 16 Richard 2, cap 4, 5 Henry 4, cap. 9. 

Imploy, 4, They ought to imploye the money taken for the com- 
modities of their countrys upon the commodityes of this King- 
dome, which they doe not; for whereas they have halfe the trade 
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of this Kingdome in importe they imploy not a twentieth part 
thereof, but transport the money or make it over by Exchange, 
and keepe the Exchange within their own handes, contrary to 
the statutes of 4 Henry 4 cap. 15. 5 Henry 4, cap. 9: 17 
Hdward 4, cap. 4. 6 Henry 6, cap. 24, Statutes made pur- 
posely for the keeping of gold in your Realme, and increasing 
the comodityes of the Realme. 

5. They ought not to buy and sell merchandizes one to another, More 
which they doe freely amongst themselves, and colourably deale forcine, 
by others procuring some poore freeman to beare the name, but 
they have the benefitt, and have ingrossed almost all the newe 
draperie into their hands contrary to the charters 5 Edward 2. 

1 Richard 2 and the statute of 5 Henry 4, cap. 9. 9 Henry 4 
not printed. 

6, They ought not to bee in companies or Societyes, Contrary noo 
therevnto they are a common wealth within themselves, trade 5°“t%e* 
in partner shippe with strangers, and as factours for whole 
cittyes, commerce with us for nothing that they can have of 
their owne nacion, though they be demized or borne heere 
amongst us, yett they keepe themselves severed from us ‘in 
church, in a government, in trade, in language and marriage, 
contrary to the charters of 2 Edward 38 and the statute of 32 
Henry 8, cap. 16. 


For handicraftes. 


7. The custome of the citty, and Acts of Councell in the citty 
are that no man being a straunger to the liberties of the citty 
shall use by handicraftes within the cittie. 

Contrary heervnto the straingers use all the severall craftes and 
occupacions that any man of this kingdome doth use and theis 
handicraftesmen save all things to their owne nacion whollee, and 
much to the [harm of the] better sort of our nacion contrary to the 
statute of 1 Richard 3, cap. 9. 14-Henry 8, cap.2. 21 Henry 8, 
cap. 16. And 3 Ed. 4, cap. 6. 1 Richard 3, cap. 11. 3 Henry. 
7, cap. 8 prohibite the bringing from beyond seas the same 
handicraftes wares. To which lawes all strangers, denizens are 
made subiett by the statute of 32 Henry 8, cap. 16. And by 
the statute of 5 Elizabeth, cap. 4, thoughe they were persons 
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borne within the realme, yet ought not to exercise any manuall 
trade within this kingdome except they were brought uppe 
seven yeares apprentices to the trade according to that statute, 
which none or very fewe of them have beene. 

And thus both Alliens, Denizens, and Natives bee they mer- 
chantes or Artisans are provided against by the lawes of the 
land, and charters of the Cittye, which wee desire that after a 
fitt tyme of warninge may bee put in execucion, or such other 
remedy applyed as to the wiselome of hir Majestie and this 
state shall seeme most fitt and convenient. 


10. LIST OF STRANGERS AT COLCHESTER, 1571. 


[S.P.D., Eliz. Vol. LXXVIIL, No. 9 (1). Printed in W. J. C. Moens, 
Register of Baptisms in the Dutch Church at Colchester (Huguenot 
Soc. of London, 1905), App., p. 95.] 


A true and perfect note and certificate of the names and sur- 
names of all manner of Straungers of all sortes now re- 
maininge within the towne of Colchester . . . the xit daie 
of May in the xiijtt yeare of the reigne of our Souereigne 
Ladie Elizabeth, etc., ete. 

A Denizen. Wynkyn Grenrice, cordiner, borne in Gilderland, 
iii** years is a denizen and hath continued in Colchester 
xlvi years for thereaboutes and his conuersation is honest. 

A Denizen. John Barlooe, servaunt to the said Winkin, born 
in Gilderland . . . of the age of xv yeares, hath continued 
in England thre yeares. 

A Denizen. Henric Woodall, another of his servants, borne in 
Scotland, beinge of the age of xxtie yeares, . . . in England 
twelve yeares. 

A Denizen. Anthony Crowbroke, carpenter, born in Flaunders 

. age of xxxvi yeares, is a denizen ... in England 
Xxiiij yeares. 

No denizen. Thomas Grenrice, tailor, borne in Gilderland . 
age of xlvi yeares, is no denizen... in England xxij 
yeares, . .. 
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A Denizen. Arnold Stone, corrier, servaunt with Alice Burrell, 


cordiner, borne in the land called Vanluke ... age of 
XXlj yeares, .. . in England two yeares. 

A Denizen. Stephen de Valoff, corrier, born in Flaunders, one 
other of the servaunts of the said Alice, .. . age of xviij 
yeares, . . . in England iiij yeares. . 


A Denizen. Alice Andersonne, the wiffe of Thomas Andersonne, 
butcher, borne in Scotland, in England xliiij yeares. 

A Denizen. John Beton, Phisicion, borne in Fraunce, age of 
xlij yeares, ys a denizen . . . in England viij yeares. 

A Denizen. Marie Betton, the wiff of the said John, borne in 
Fraunce, . . . age of xxxvj yeares. 

A Denizen. Martin Gloware, servaunt with the said John 
Beton, about the age of xxxvi yeares ...in England 
[blank] yeares. . 

A Denizen. Arnold Stope, glazior, borne in Flaunders, of the 
age of lij yeares, is a denizen... in England about xiij 
yeares. ... [And his wife aged 50, two daughters aged 
about 20, and servant aged 20.] 

No denizen. Gyles Archer, berebruer, xxx yeares of age, ser- 
vaunt with Thomas Bussard of Colchester, berebruer, borne 
in Dutchland, . . . in Colchester xvi yeares. 

No denizen. Powle Lewlingh, berebruer, of th’age of xxx 
yeares, one other of the servaunts of the said Thomas 


Bussard, borne in Cleveland, . . . in England x yeares. . 

No denizen.. Cutbert Browne, marriner, born in Scotland,... 
age of lxx yeares, ys no denizen... in England xxxyj 
yeares. 

A Denizen. John van Hovell’, cordiner, borne in Cleveland 

. age of xlviij yeares, ys a denizen, ... in England 

XXX yeares. 

A Denizen. Abell Buxam, servaunt with the said John, borne in 
Gilderland, ... age of xvilj yeares...in England a 


quarter of a yeare or therabouts. 

A Denizen. Cornelis Gelison, painter, borne in Dutchland .. . 
age of xxxviij yeares, ys a denizen .. , in England xxxi 
yeares. 
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No denizen. Austyn Yullewaie, marriner, borne in Fraunce, 
. .. age of xxxv yeares, is no denizen, ... in England 
Xviij yeares. ... 

No Denizen. Frauncis Block, dyer, borne in Flaunders,.. . 
age of xlvy yeares, ys no denizen... in England iilj 
yeares, ... [And his wife aged 34 and son aged 15.] 

No denizen. John Lawrence, kember, borne in Lowe Flaunders, 
beinge of the age of 1 yeares, ys no denizen . .. in Eng- 
land xxxj yeares. 

No denizen. James Logier, dier, servaunt of Thomas Cletcher 
of Colchester, borne in Flaunders, beinge about the age of 
XXvj yeares ... in England iilj yeares. .. . 


[The above list also contains 28 other names, including 18 cordiners or 
cordiners’ servants, 3 tailors, 1 carpenter, 1 weaver, 2 beerbrewers, 
2 wives and a woman servant. The list which follows has been 
abbreviated for the sake of space, but the first three households 
are given in full. All are natives of Flanders except where other- 
wise stated, none are denizens and none have been in England for 
longer than three or four years. Their families mostly consist of 
young children. | 


Hereafter followe the names of those straungers of the lowe 
Countries which are of late permitted to inhabite and dwell 
within the said Towne by order taken of the Quenes Maiesties 
most honorable privie Councell vpon a view made and taken as © 
is before mencioned the daie and year above written as followeth, 
viz. :-— 

John van Migrode, preacher,’ borne in Flaunders, and beinge 
of the age of xxxv yeares, is no denizen, hath continued in 
England iiij yeares or thereabouts, and of an honest con- 
uersacion. 

Maria Migrode, his wiff, borne in Flaunders, of the age of xxiij 
yeares or therabouts. One daughter of the age of ij yeares. 
_A maid servaunt named Anthonie, borne in Flaunders of 
the age of xxiij yeares or therabouts. 


1 John van Migrode was one of the canons of Vere in Zealand and fled to 
England on his conversion to the reformed religion, He was the first 
minister of the Dutch Church of Colchester, 
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Peter de Wield, gardiner, borne in Flaunders, and beinge of the 
age of xxvj yeares, is no denizen, and hath continued in 
England thre yeares, and of an honest conversation. 

Francois de Wield, his wiff, born in Flaunders, of the age of xxv 
yeares or therabouts. One daughter of thre monthes old. 

Nicolas de Hane,-a maker of Bayes, born in Flaunders, of the 
age of liij yeares, ys no denyson, and hath continued in 
England iiij yeares or there about. 

Katherine Yans, his wiffe, borne in Flaunders, beinge of the age 
of xlij yeares or therabouts. 

Andreas Hane, his sonne, borne in Flaunders, beinge of the age 
of xviij yeares or therabouts. 

Nicolas Hane, one other of the sonnes of the said Nycolas, borne 
in Flaunders, beinge of the age of xvj yeares or therabouts. 

George de- Hane, one other of his sonnes, born in Flaunders, 
and being of the age of viij yeares or therabouts. 

Marie de Hane, daughter of the said Nicolas, borne in Flaunders 
and beinge of the age of xxtle yeares or ther a bouts. 

Marie Olivers, servaunt with the said Nicholas, borne in 
Flaunders, of the age of xix yeares or therabouts. 

Frauncis Ver Hest, maker of Bayes [Wife, 2 sons & maid]. 

John de Lanci, maker of parchment [Wife & daughter]. 

Thomas Garrard, parchment maker [Wife & son]. 

John Oesterlinge, neadellmaker [Wife]. 

Derick Barton, hopplanter [Wife & daughter]. 

Francis Roundele, hopplanter [Wife & son]. 

Wouter Stowteheten, hopplanter [Son & daughter]. 

Jacob Mewes, maker of Baies [Wife & boy servant]. 

Willem Cassere, maker of Baies [Wife, 5 sons & 1 daughter]. 

Joes Billet, wever [Wife]. 

Garrard Stowteheten, maker of Baies [Wife and wife’s sister]. 

Gyles Benie, maker of Baies [Wife]. 

John vander Luire, merchaunt [Wife & 4 sons]. 

Leven Denehout, nedellmaker [Wife & father]. 

Joes Baudwin, sirurgian [ Wife]. 

Mathias Coelyn, wolle kember, borne in Brabant [Wife & 
daughter]. 

Lewys de Hase, maker of Baies [ Wife]. 
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Peter Cowrade, cardmaker [Wife & 2 sons]. 

George van Eke, turnor [Wife, manservant & maidservant]. 
Frauncis Provoest, maker of Baies [| Wife]. 

Mathew Bellsier, volder of Baies [Wife]. 

Rase de Burker, hopplanter [Wife, man servant & maidservant)]. 
Peter de Baert, hopplanter [Wife]. 

Christian Messew, hopplanter [Wife]. 

Lawrence Derick, maker of Baies [ Wife]. 

Lucas Weller, laborer, borne in Germanie [Wife]. 

Peter Hendrix, stereman, borne in Brabant [Wife]. 

Kaerle Menton, laborer [Wife]. 

Joes Millecan, maker of Baies [Wife & 2 sons]. 

Joes Deewe, maker of Baies [Wife & daughter]. 

Jasper Andries, pott maker, borne in Brabant [Wife]. 
Frauncis de Kaerle, turnor of stoles [Wife, son & 2 daughters]. 
Kaerle Vand, weaver of Baies [ Wife, son & 3 daughters]. 
Petronilla Hack, widow [8 sons & 1 daughter]. 

Peter Bald, brother of the said Petronilla. 

Thomas Everard, fuller of Baies [Wife & daughter]. 

John de Troster [Wife & son]. 

Abraham de Vrese, cirurgine, borne in Brabant [Wife]. 


Summa Totallis of all the said Straungers of all sortes as well of 


Old as of New, ‘ : : ' C. liij=*v. 

wherof 

Of Old straungers : : Lene ace 

of new straungers. ‘ ; CXEX TaN 

of Dutch straungers . ‘ <r OU= xvii 

of Frenche straungers. cu | 

of Scotts straungers : . ay | 

of men straungers 3 eae <y | 

of women straungers : ata litl res iilj**v. 

of children straungers : eee he 

of servauntes straungers . (ag eele | 

Denesyns straungers ‘ . X10] | 

Howseholdes straungers  . af Uy gs 
Beniamyn > | Bailifis 
John Fowle 
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11. ADVANTAGES RECEIVED BY NORWICH FROM THE STRANGERS, 
Ge WUSTES. 


(1) ‘The Benefite receyved by the Strangers in Norwiche for the 
Space of Tenne Yeres.’ 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XX., No. 49. Printed in W. J. C. Moens, The 
Walloons and their Church at Norwich (Huguenot Soc. of 
London, 1887-88), App. XIX., p. 262.] 


In primis they brought in a grete comoditie thether, viz., the 
makinge of bayes, moccados, grograynes, all sorts of tuftes, etc., 
which were not made there before, wherby they do not onely set 
on worke their owne people but do also set on worke our owne 
people within the cittie as also a grete nomber of people nere 
xx'i myles aboute the cittie, to the grete relief of the porer sorte 
there. 

Item—by their meanes our cittie is well inhabited, and decayed 
houses reedified and repaired that were in rewyn and more 
wolde [be], and now good rentes [are] paide for the same. 

Item—the marchauntes by their comodities have and may 
have grate trade as well within the realme as withoute the realme 
beinge in good estimacion in all places. 

Item—it cannot be but whereas a nomber of people be, but the 
one receyve comoditie of the other aswell of the citie as, men of 
the contrie. 

Item—they be contributors to all payments as subcedies, taskes, 
watches, contrubusions, mynisters wagis, etc. 

Item—our owne people do practice and make suche comodities 
as the strangers do make, whereby the youthe is set on worke 
and kepte from idlenes. 

Item—they digge and delve a nomber of acres of grounde and 
do sowe flaxe, and do make it out in lynen clothe which set 
many on worke. 

Item—they digge and delve a grete quantite of grounde for 
rootes, which is a grete succor and sustenaunce for the pore 
bothe for them se[lves] as for all others of citie and contrie. 

Item—they live holy of them selves withoute charge, and do 
begge of no man, and do sustaine all their owne poore people. 
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And to conclude, they for the moste parte feare God, and do 
diligently and laborously attende upon their severall occupations, 
they obey all magistrates and all good lawes and ordynaunces, 
they live peaceablie amonge themselves and towarde all men, 
and we thinke our cittie happie to enjoye them. 


(2) ‘ Noet of the Matters that the Straungers bothe of the Dutche 
and French Congregacions in the Cittie of Norwiche have 
ben and are daylye charged withal.’ 


{S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CXXVII., No. 81. Printed Ibid., App. XXI., 
p. 264. ] 


First. They pay yerly for the mayntenaunce of their owne 
preachers and church one (?) hundreth pounds of lawfull 
Englishe money, besyde such duties as [are chargeable in the] 
severall pariches wherein they dwell, to the mayntenance [of the 
clergy and poor thereof]. 

Secondlie. They paye every month for .. . (that is to say) 
xl lz. for the poor of the Duch churche . . . good will (wheare 
vunto they are moved) to releeve the. . . 

Thirdlie. They have and dayly doe willinglie lend to sundry 
. . . Englishe for their better mayntenaunce dyvers sums of 
money without taking anie interest or profit (at all) for the same, 
but pray and thanke God for his blessinges. 

Fourthlie. They pay to the cittie of Norwich every yeare (as 
a yearely rent and revenue vnto it gratis) for sayes, bayes, and 
other commodities, above the som of fower hundreth poundes. 

Fyftlie. Where as a house of fortie shillings a yeare before 
yearly for the same. 

Sixtlie. They pay every tyme they gooe beyonde the seas for a 
pasporte of the said cittie iij s., and charged lykwyse at Yarmothe 
before they may pass, notwithstandinge that the said straungers 
gave threescore pounds towards the mendinge of Yermothe 
haven. 

Seventhlie. Thear is payd by the straungers at Norwich to 
the English people thear and country thear abouts, for knittinge 
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and spinninge thear wool, above fyve hundreth pounds, all which 
charges the said straungers muste gett with the. . . unto whome 
all laud and prayse be yelded. . . . Amen. 


12. ALIEN STATIONERS AND PRINTERS, 1570-79. 
(1) A Norwich Printer (1570). 


[Records of City of Norwich, ed. Hudson and Tingey, Vol. IL., 
pp. 143-44. ] 


Anthony de Solen, prynter not apprenticed, is admitted 
Citizen under the condicion that he shall not occupye eny trade 
of marchandise eyther from the partes beyond the Seaes or from 
London, but only his arte of prynting and selling of Renysshwine, 
and for this he haue agreid to paye xls. 


(2) London Stationers (1579). 
[Acts of the Privy Council, Vol. XI, 1578-80, pp. 144-45. ] 


A letter to the Lord Maiour of London that wheras he hath 
arrested certaine drifattes and bales of bookes belonging unto the 
Brickmans and other stationers, strangeres, delivered to the 
cariers of Cambridge to be conveyed thither, uppon pretence 
that they were forreine bought and solde and so forfeicted by the 
charter of that citie, he is required to forbeare to proceade 
against the stationers for anie bookes so appointed to be sent to 
the Universities untill their title shalbe further shewed before 
their Lordships. 


13. AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF COLCHESTER AND 
ALIEN IMMIGRANTS, APRIL 25, 1575. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CIII., No. 33.] 


Certayne agreementes made betwene the strangers of the 
Dutche congregacion in the towne of Colchester and the Bayliffes 
and comynaltie of the same towne the xxv'! daye of Aprill in the 
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xviith yere of the Raigne of our soverayne Lady Elizabeth, by 
the grace of God of Hngland Fraunce and Ireland Queene de- 
fender of the faythe, etc. 

Imprimis, it is agreed and consented on the behalf of the sayd 
Bayliffs and comynalty that if the sayd Duchmen or any of them 
shall buye of any Inhabitant within this towne or the libertees 
of the same any kembed woll or yarne for the making of bayes 
eyther in the market or out of the market, by reason wherof the 
same should be in danger of forfaiture by reason of being forren 
bought or forren sould, that no advantage shall be taken by the 
Bayliffes and comynaltie of the towne for the same. In con- 
sideration whereof the said strangers have agreed on their behalfe 
that they shall put so muche of their spinninge worke as they 
have for making of bayes to the inhabitantes of this Towne as 
that they maye be convenientlie sett to worke. 

Item, that they shall give to their spinners of that yearne for 
spinning of sixe knottes of a yard Reele and every knot conteyn- 
ing fourty doble threades one penny. 

Item, that they shall hold and paye yerely to the baylifs and 
comynaltie the farme or rent of xxvilili. by the yere from the 
feast of Saint Michael the Archangel laste past before the date 
hereof, that is to saye xx dt. for the forren fyne of all the Duche 
company, and viii Jz. in consideracion that they shall be discharged 
of any advantage to be taken for buyinge of bayes the one of the 
other, and above the Rent for the Redrowe. 

item, it is granted by the sayd Bayliffes that yf halfe the com- 
pany of the sayd Dutchmen shall departe from this towne at any 
tyme hereafter, that then they shall abate the halfe of the sayd 
xxvili lz., or yf more or lesse of them shall departe they shall abate 
of the same xxvii li. after that Rate, and this order to concerne 
onlie the Duche congregacion. 

[Hndorsed. |—The Orders and Covenants agreed on betweene the 
Bayliffes and Comynaltie of the Towne of Colchester and the 
strangers of the Dutche congregacion inhabiting there in anno 
1575. 
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14, REQUEST OF THE PEOPLE OF HALSTEAD FOR THE RETURN OF 
THE DUTCH BAY MAKERS, c. 1590. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CKLVL, No. 63.] 


To the right honorable Sir Francis Walsingham knight, 
her Maiestyes principal Secretarye. 

Maye it please you to understand that wher the Lordes of 
her Maiesties most honorable privye Councell and your honor 
did graunt lettres of Licence for that the housholde of Duch to 
resyde and inhabit in the towne of Halsted in the Countye of 
Essex to use ther trade of bay making ther, that accordinglye 
diuerse duch menn did inhabit the sayd towne and use the sayd 
trade, and wherby the poor of the sayd towne and of other 
townes therunto adioyning were well mayntayned by the 
weaving, spinning and working to the sayd Duch Companye, 
some few linglish Baymakers of the sayd towne, seeking rather 
ther owne priuate gayne then respecting anye common good, 
perceyuing the Bayes and other ware made by the sayd Duch 
menn to be in better estimacion and Creditt and sold at a better 
price then the bayes of ther owne making, by reason of the 
seale which the seyd Duch sett to ther bayes and ware, did 
sollicit your honor to urge the sayd Duch to ioyne in sealing 
with them, the said English alledging some causes which 
your honor then thought reasonable, wherupon your honor did 
direct your letters to the two of her Maiesties Justices of 
the Peace ther next inhabiting to take order with the sayd 
Duch that they shold ioyne with the sayd English. Wherunto 
the sayd Duch being moued by the sayd Justice wold in no 
wise agree, for that as they alledged to ioyne with the sayd 
English in such sort as the sayd English wold have them was 
a corse contrarye to all Customes used by ther nation, wher- 
soever they inhabited in anye place of this realme, and so in- 
deed fearing lest they shold be enforced to ioyne as in aforsayd, 
departed the towne most unwillinglye, accounting it one of the 
most conveniente of townes in England for the trade. Wher- 
upon it is now come to passe that the sayd towne and Cuntrye 
ther aboute, as it is now full of poore people by reason that they 
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resorted thither to work to the sayd Duch, so now the sayd 
Duch being departed the sayd towne the sayd poore are wonder- 
fullye distressed for want of work and mayntenaunce and lyue 
ydelye miserablye and lamentablye. For when the sayd Duch 
dwelt at Halsted aforsayd ther wer made ther weeklye viii or 
ix** bayes and sent to London and xii or xiii** li. weeklye returned 
from theire, and the greatest part therof payd out amongst the 
English poore of the sayd towne and the townes adioyning for 
weaving and spinning, which sommes of monye what reliefe 
they were to the sayd poore your honors wisdome cann well 
consyder, and now since the departure of the sayd Duch ther 
are most usuallye made vii or viii single bayes in one whole 
weick. 

We therfore the inhabitantes of the sayd towne of Halsted 
together with the consent of our neighbor townes, as maye 
appere by the seuerall petitions hearunto annexed, do most 
ernestlye and humblye beseech your honor to direct your letters 
to Colchester, being about tenn myles distant from Halsted 
aforseyd, to the gouerners of the Dueh Companye ther and the 
number of the sayd Duch ther being as is crediblye reported 
about three thousand, and to commaund xxtie or more Duchmen 
of good abilitye to remoue ther dwelling from their to Halsted 
aforsayd, to resyde ther and use ther trade of Baymaking there 
in sort as ther nation hathe used the same ther hertofore, and as 
they do use the same in Colchester and in other places of this 
realme wher ther nacion doth inhabit, and therby no doubt your 
honor shall wonderfullye releiue the sayd poore and bynd us 
and them alwayes to praye for yoor honor <a to contynue in 
all happiness and felicitye. 

Your honors most humble suppliantes at commaundment. 


John Vigerews. John Bullock. Arthur Beame. 
John Archer. John Grove. Wylliam Fullar. 
_John Fuller, John Draper. [ete.]. 
Edward Lornor. [50 signatures in all.] 
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15. ORDER TAKEN BY THE PRIVY COUNCIL ON THE AFORESAID 
REQUEST, 1590. 


[Acts of the Privy Council, Vol. XIX. (1590), pp. 127-28.] 


A letter to the Bailifes, &c, of the towne of Colchester. 
Wheras we wrote hertofore unto you abowt certeine Dutchmen 
that dyd inhabit in the towne of Halsted in Essex, and did use 
the trade of making of bayses there, and sithence conceaving 
some dislike ageainst some of that towne that offred them 
discortesie (thoughe generally the people of that contry did 
greatly affect them), did withdraw them selves from thence and 
went to inhabit within that towne of Colchester, and that you 
should deale with those strangers to retire them selves and in- 
habit ageaine in the said towne of Halstead, in which cawse we 
are enformed you have not yet performed any thing to the 
contentes and meaning of our former letters. Forasmuch as 
the said place is very convenient for that trade, and aswell the 
people there as the gentlemen of the contrie do greatly affect 
them and desire that the same trade being there begunne may 
ageaine be continued, these shalbe therfore to require you to 
take ordre for the sending of the parties hereundre named, or 
els to make choise of six other that do use that art and facultie 
of making baies, being now resident there, to be sent thither, to 
th’end that some suche nomber, if not the whole (which is 
rather desired) may repaire ageaine to the towne of Halsted to 
inhabit there. And by cawse they shall not doubt to have the 
like discortesies or any injury hereafter to be offred them, we 
have appointed certeine of the Justices of the Peace theraboutes 
not only to see that such of that contry people as shall inhabit 
there shalbe well intreated and used with all courtesie, but in 
like manner if any variance shall arise betweene them and any 
of that towne, upon declaraccion made by them or any of them 
to the said Justices of the same, they are aucthorized and 
required by letters from us to call aswell the parties greeved as 
also the adverse parties before them, and to examen and decide 
the controversies that shall from tyme to tyme arise amongst 
them according to equitie and justice, or otherwise to make 

VOR SSE: 
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report to us of the same, that such further ordre may be taken 
by us in that behalf as we shall thinck to be most fit and con- 
venient. Wherein praieng your Lordship to take ordre for 
th’accomplishment of this our request, we byd you hartely 
farewell. 


John de Roo Oliver van le Pette 
Michael Drybatter Jacob Goye 
John Forgouer Francis Goye. - 


16. APPLICATION OF FRENCH OAPITALISTS TO RETAIN THEIR 
PATENT TO MANUFACTURE STEEL, c. 1603-6. 


[Cotton MS., Titus B. V., fo. 265.] 


The offer which the French Undertakers for the trans- 
mutinge of Iron into Steele doe make unto your Maiestie, 
whereby they leave it to your most gracious and iust 
censure, whether they, or suche as have latelie sought a 
newe Pattent of your Maiestie, ought rather to be accepted 
and ymploied for the benefitt of your Maiesties Realmes and 
Subiects. 


First, whereas the nowe pretendinge Pattentees offer your 
Maiestie but tenne poundes by yeare, the French Undertakers 
will make it Fiftie. 

Secondlie, whereas the Pattentees have sought from your 
Maiestie a newe pattent, for the exercisinge of the makinge 
steele, as beinge yett to learne the Arte, thé French Under- 
takers, as maisters of their Craft, offer the present perfection 
thereof, which wilbe a certein benefitt both to your Maiestie and 
subiects. 

Thirdlie, to make it apparant unto your Maiestie that they 
meané simplie, and are void of all deceipt, they desire that your 
Maiestie wilbe pleased to referre them to the Lords of your 
Maiesties most honourable pryvie Councell, before whome they 
make noe doubt but to prove their steele to be better for all pur- 
poses than that which is transported from beyond the seas, 
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much more than the imperfect and unprofitable stuffe of the late 
Patentees. 

Fourthlie, they offer to bringe in thirtie, fortie, fiftie, or a 
hundred of the best workemen of this Citie before the Lords of 
your Maiesties most honourable privie Councell, to prove against 
any that shall oppose themselves, as also a 100 dyvers and 
sondrie readie proofes or experiments by them made, that their 
steele is passinge good for all buisnesse, as also they wilbee 
readie to manifest the same in one or more furnesses of steel if 
their honours shall comannde them. 

Fiftlie, that the subiects maie bee pleased in the price, that the 
Company of Smythes and Armorers themselves maie sett downe 
such a certein and constant price of their steele as in their con- 
science they shall thinke the goodnes thereof shall deserve, soe 
that accordinge to that rate thay maie ever after sell it. 

Sixtlie, they are willinge that the wardens of the before 
mencioned Company should yearelie elect a sufficient workeman 
to trie the goodnes of the steele of everie Furnesse, and if it 
prove not as good as that which shalbe tried before [their] 
honours, they then wilbe contented to receave it backe againe as 
a losse unto themselves. 

Seaventhlie, whereas the late Patentees have consumed a 
greate quantitie of your Maiesties woods in the makinge of their 
imperfect steele, as in the Forest of Deane it hath bene mani- 
fested and complayned of, theis undertakers will doe it with pitt 
Coles onelie. 

Lastlie, whereas the French undertakers with their adherentes 
have spent in their comynge hither and since their beinge here 
on all provisions at the least one thousand poundes to offer your 
Maiestie their service, yett nevertheles, if they which seeke the 
Pattent can make before your most honourable privie Councell 
in quantitie soe good and servicable stuffe as they shall for all 
purposes, they wilbee contented ymediatelie to departe with 
their great losses, and leave this your kingdome without any 
further opposition. But if the contrarie bee certified unto your 
Maiestie, they make noe doubt but that your Maiestie will 
graciouslie bee pleased, both in respect of some augmentacon 


of your owne benefitt but especiallie for the good of your 
mal 
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Realme and Subiects, to respect these presente undertakers be- 
fore those which seeke a patent over their heades, onelie to con- 
straine them to their wills, and soe to have a fortune out of 
their labours, unto which therefore they will in noe case submitt 
themselves. 


SECTION VIIL—THE STATUTE OF ARTIFICERS. 
1. AN INDUSTRIAL PROGRAMME, 1559. 


[Hist. MSS. Com. MSS. of the Marquis of Salisbury, Vol. IL, 
pp. 162-65. ] 


Considerations delivered to the Parliament, 1559. 


1559, 1. Vagabonds.—That the Statute 1 Edward VI. chap. iii., 
concerning idle persons and vagabonds being made slaves now 
repealed be revived with additions. 

2. Labourers and Servants.—That the Statutes 12 Richard I1., 
chap. iii., ‘‘ that no servant or labourer at the end of his term 
depart out of the hundred or place where he dwells, ete.,” and 
13 Richard II. chap. viil., ordering the justices at every session 
to appoint by proclamation the wages of workers, etc., be con- 
firmed, with the addition ‘that no man hereafter receive into 
service any servant without a testimonial from the master he 
last dwelt with, sealed with a parish seal kept by the constable 
or church warden, witnessing he left with the free licence of his 
master, penalty 107.’ So, by the heed of the masters, servants 
may be reduced to obedience, which shall reduce obedience to 
the Prince and to God also; by the looseness of the times no 
other remedy is left but by awe of law to acquaint men with 
virtue again, whereby the reformation of religion may be brought 
in credit, with the amendment of manners, the want whereof 
hath been imputed as a thing grown by the liberty of the Gospel, 
etc. 

3. Husbandry.—That the Statutes 4 Henry VII. chap. 9, 
‘‘for re-edifying houses of husbandry and to avoid the decay of 
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towns and villages’ and 5 Edward VI. chap. 5, ‘for mainten- 
ance of husbandry and tillage,’ be put in execution. 

4. Purchase of lands.—No husbandman, yeoman or artificer 
to purchase above 51. by the year of inheritance; no clothier, 
tanner, or common butcher above 10/. a year, save in cities, 
towns, and boroughs for their better repair; one mansion house 
only to be purchased over and above the said yearly value. The 
common purchasing thereof is the ground of dearth of victuals, 
raising of rents, etc. 

5. Merchants.—No merchant to purchase above 501. a year 
of inheritance, except aldermen and sheriffs of London who, 
because they approach to the degree of knighthood, may 
purchase to the value of 200 J. 

6. Apprentices.—None to be received apprentice except his 
father spend 40 s. a year of freehold, nor to be apprenticed to a 
merchant except his father spend 101. a year of freehold, or be 
descended from a gentleman or merchant. Through the idle- 
ness of those professions so many embrace them that they are 
only a cloak for vagabonds and thieves, and there is such a 
decay of husbandry that masters cannot get skilful servants to 
till the ground without unreasonable wages, etc. 

7. Schoolmasters.—None under the degree of baron to keep 
any schoolmaster in his house to teach children, for it is the 
decay of the universities and common schools. 

8. Education of the nobility—That an ordinance be made to 
bind the nobility to bring up their children in learning at some 
university in England or beyond the sea from the age of 12 to 18 
at least ; and that one-third of all the free scholarships at the 
universities be filled by the poorer sort of gentlemen’s sons. 
The wanton bringing up and ignorance of the nobility forces the 
Prince to advance new men that can serve, which for the most 
part neither affecting true honour, because the glory thereof 
descended not to them, nor yet the common wealth (through 
coveting to be hastily in wealth and honour), forget their duty 
and old estate and subvert the noble houses to have their rooms 
themselves, etc. 

9. That none study the laws, temporal or civil, except he be 
immediately descended from a nobleman or gentleman, for they 
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are the entries to rule and government, and generation is the 
chiefest foundation of inclination. 

10. That the statutes 3 Henry IV. chap. 9, and 38 Henry VII. 
chap. 8, for keeping gold and silver and for increase of the com- 
modities of the realm, ordaining that any merchant stranger 
bringing in merchandize sell it within three months and employ 
the money therefor received in England by exchange upon the 
commodities of the realm, ete. ; and the Statute 1 Richard III. 
chap. 9, that no stranger host or sojourn with a stranger of 
another country, be revived and executed. The Italians above 
all other to be taken heed of, for they in all times pass to go to 
and fro everywhere and for themselves serve all princes at once, 
and with their perfumed gloves and wanton presents, and gold 
enough to boot if need be, work what they list and lick the fat 
even from our beards. 

11. Haberdasher’s wares.—That the Statute 3 Edward IV. 
chap. 4, ordaining that no merchant, English or stranger, bring 
into the realm caps, pins, points, dice, gilt stirrups, etc., be 
revived; for they are not only false and deceitful wares, rather 
serving for the gaze than any good use, but for such trifles they 
filch from us the chief and substantial staple wares of the realm, 
where the people might be better! employed in making them, if 
we will needs have them, and then for our precious commodities 
we shall receive things of price again. 

12. Wines.—That the Statute 40 Edward III. ch. 8, be re- 
vived, ordaining that no Englishman fetch or buy any wines in 
Gascony or France, but have them brought into the realm by 
Gascons for the profit of the realm. For they are not able to 
live two years together without making their vent hither, and 
we are well able to forbear their wines for ever, whereby our 
fine gold being yearly 100,000/. at the least which is carried 
into France by Hnglishmen shall be kept still within the realm, 
and we shall rule the price alike of our commodities and their 
wines, and so make the French King “‘afeard” to break friend- 
ship with us, ete. ; 

13. Stillyard—That the Queen’s Highness in no wise restore 
to the Stillyard their liberties, for they not only intercepted much 
of the English merchants’ trade, but by concealment of strangers’ 
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goods robbed the Queen of customs 10,000 marks a year at least, 
which was so sweet to them that, as some of them confess, they 
gained in Queen Mary’s time among solicitors above 10,000 J. 
in bribes. 

14. Staple-—That the Staple be removed from Middleburg, 
where it is now newly erected, into England, as it was removed 
from Calais into England in the 14 year of Richard II., and 
kept in places appointed by the statute 27 Edward III. ch. 1, 
which will be for the reparations and maintenance of the havens 
and ports of the realm, without the Queen’s charge, which now 
that Calais is gone is chiefly to be looked to, and also for the 
increase of custom. To have it out of the realm is for the profit 
of the Staplers and of the Prince where they keep their staple. 
But rather than the reformation should come to pass the 
Staplers will shrine some solicitors in gold to take upon them to 
abuse the Queen. Merchants have grown so cunning in the 
trade of corrupting, and found it so sweet, that since the 
1 Henry VIII. there could never be won any good law or order 
which touched their liberty or state; but they stayed it, either 
in the Commons or higher House of Parliament or else by the 
Prince himself, with either le roy non veut or le roi s'advisera, 
and if they get the Prince to be advised they give him leave to 
forget it altogether. 

16. Licences.—That the Queen be pleased after the example 
of the law 21 Richard II. ch. 17, to establish that no special 
licences be granted to carry out of the realm any staple wares, 
victuals, or other commodities; if any hereafter happen to be 
granted, the same to be void. The Prince is thereby abused of 
his revenue, corruption full fed, the authority and diligence of 
Parliament disgraced, ete. 

17. Bankrupts.—That bankruptcy be made felony, and bank- 
rupts goods and lands sold and divided among their creditors 
after the Statute 34 Henry VIII. ch. —, provided that if all his 
creditors join in petition for his pardon he have it allowed for 
the first time. Where a poor thief doth steal a sheep, or pick a 
purse, they come away with hundreds and thousands at least, 
and undo a great many honest men. 


THE STATUTE OF ARTIFICERS 329 


18. Perjury.—Perjuries of juries to be punished by attaint as 
it was at common law before the Statute. 

19. Iron Mills—That iron mills be banished out of the realm. 
Where wood was formerly sold at the stock at 1d. the load, by 
reason of the iron mills it is now at 2s. the load. Formerly 
Spanish iron was sold for 5 marks the ton, now there are iron 
mills English iron is sold at 9 J. 

20. Sugar.—That no sugar be made within the realm, for it is 
counterfeit and unwholesome ; and that none be brought into 
the realm but pure and simple as it cometh out of the cane. 
Where before it was sold for 4d. the lb., it is now at 14d. 
the lb. 

21. Sheriffs—None to be sheriff of more than one shire at 
once ; his undersheriff to be resident in his house to answer for 
his defaults, etc. 

22. Leather and shoes.—That provision be made for the price 
of leather and shoes. A pair of shoes within this half year was 
at 12d. and now at 20d. and 2s. The remedy to be had by 
calling a convenient number of the most skilful tanners, curriers, 
and shoemakers, each sort apart, before the Queen’s Council. 

23. That the Queen be pleased not to remit any money 
penalty, after the example of Henry VII., “for thereby he did 
enrich himself without exacting of his people, kept law and 
justice in remembrance, and was both loved and feared.” 

24. Navy.—lIf any object against the articles aforesaid touch- 
ing wine and merchandise, that they will decay the navy, it may 
be answered that Hngland was never in so great wealth and 
strength both by sea and land as when those laws were observed ; 
there are new navigations since found out, which will alone 
maintain as great a navy, e.g. those to Guinea, to Barbary, to 
Muscovy, yea, the navigation into Flanders, Antwerp and Spain, 
was not then half so much used as now; besides, there may be 
still a course into France for their woad, salt and canvas, though 
if the law made for sowing hemp and flax were executed and 
provision made for growing woad and madder in the realm, as 
by some men’s diligence it is already practised, which growth is 
here found better than that from beyond the seas, we should 
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not need to seek into France for it. Besides Flanders has 
enough; no country robbeth England so much as France. 

25. Fishing. —Let the old course of fishing be maintained by 
the straightest observation of fish days, for policy sake ; so that 
sea coasts shall be strong with men and habitations and the 
fleet flourish more than ever. 

Endorsed :—‘ Considerable in Parliament, 1559.” 


2. WILLIAM TYLDESLEY TO CECIL ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
VARIOUS STATUTES IN THE SHIRES, 1561. 


[S.P.D., Eliz, Vol. XIX, No 43.] 


Ryght honorable Sir etc. Albeyt that in my hart I have often 
wisshed myselff to be with you, yet never moor then now, so 
mouche my hartt fayntyth toward all good hope, for I do se that 
all godlye meanings be crayftelye undermyned by false & 
devillyssh subtill wurking. 

And as ye have alwayes most gentillye borne with me, so my 
faythfull trust ys, that ye will do now And gyve me Leave 
frelye to discourse all my fond fantasye, casting peraventure 
moo perell then nedith. 

Wheras of late, hyt pleased the quenes maiestie to send out 
into the shyres, sertayne penall statutes to be enqueryng off, 
Ther came also with them an ernist Letter from the Cownsell, 
which, as I do perceyve, haith caused in some shyres A littill to 
be done, & in some shyres nothing at all, yea & as farre as I can 
perceyve, they that had begone to do partelye well, begyn now 
to wexe so cold, that as me thynck they be Rother sore for that 
they have almost well begonne, then mynded to contynue; And 
what haith or doith encourage them so to do, I can not ymagyne, 
except, having now had conferens with the Justices of other 
shyres, they have taken some boldnesse of ther doings. So that 
in the end, I do fer that all will be as good as nothing. 

And fyrst of Alehouses (which I do thynck to be the verey 
stake & staye of all false theves and vagobundes) yf one or ij 
Justices be Redye to put them downe that be to to bad, by & 
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by other Justices be Redye to sett them vpp agayne, yea, and 
that with stoutnesse, besyde more. So that in Alehouses, ther ys 
littill hope of eny Amendement to be had. And as for apparell, 
Amongist pore men ther war some hoope of good to be done yf 
that might be folloed which ys begone.. 

And for apprentyces, yf those shuld be now taken awaye, & 
sett at lyberte from ther mayster’s, which they have alredye 
served for a tyme, I do fear that hyt wold do more hurtte then 
good. 

Off Archery, When gentylmen, & others of the better sorttes 
of men, do begyn to take bowes in hand & shote, then the 
other will follow, but yntyll that tyme, surelye ther will noo 
better be had, & flatering petie of them that Rule will putt no 
punisshment to the Redresse theroff. 

Off playes & gammes, I do se no prase in the amendmentt 
theroff. 

The statute of Rebellion ys Red in some place. 

Of forstallers & Regratours, hyt wilbe a good whyle, or eny of 
them be found & presentted, for they lack no good mayster- 
schyppe. 

Off tillage, hyt is playne sacreleage to medill with that mater, 
for they be all gentylmen of the Rycher sortt of men that be 
offenders therin. And besyde that, they saye hyt may not be 
enqueryd off, without a speciall commission. 

And for victualles & wood, the lose of Caleys Hammes & 
Guynes & the Rest, haith taken (as they saye) that mater 
Awaye. 

And for wynes, they that sell them be my lordes servands, or 
my masters servands, yea, or have suche kynd of Lycenses, & 
Lycens out of Lycens to them & ther Deputyes & assignesse, & 
to the assignes of ther deputyes & assignes, that no dout off, yf 
they maye be allowed for good, they have Autoryte to gyve 
Lycens unto all men whom please them to sell wyne. 

For the preservacion of woodes, I do thynck that statute to be 
best observed. 

And for vagabundes, I prae god hyt might be better loked 
vppon thenn hyt ys. 

And for Receyvours & gyvers of Lyverryes, I do se the 
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experiens of that to muche, for in effect, hyt touchyth none but 
greate men & therfore so muche danger to be medilled with all, 
that hyt maye at no hand be touched, & the Rest I had Rather 
tell you by word of mouth. 

And for Robberyes, theves wilbe theves, for thei lack no frends, 
& for Watches be kept indifferentlye well. 

And for sklanderous tales & newes, ys even loked unto lyke 
the Rest. And to saye the truyth, I do se no man ernistlye 
bentte to put lawes in execucion, but every man lettith slyppe & 
passe furth. So that for my part, I do loke for no lesse but 
subuersion of the Realme, which most nedes folloo, for all thyng 
wurkyth to that end. Quod enim ad nihilum casurum est, cedat 
tandem aliquando necesse est. 

And thys one thing be you most sure off, that as muche evill 
as can be invented by the develyssh wytt of them that be nought, 
ys spoken & murmered abrode agaynst you. Hyt ys not yet iiij 
dayes past syns one of my men said unto me in greate counsell, 
Sir, wolde to god ye wolde not medyll so muche as ye do, nor 
be so ernist, for, said he, yf ye herd so muche as I do here, ye 
wold mervell, for even they that do speyke you most fayrist & 
flo! .. . to your face do name you behynd your back to be 
a Cruell & an extreme man, with a greate deall more then shall 
nede to reherse, And they saye (said he) that all thees doinges 
ys long of master secretarye Cicill. I do know, said he, all thys 
to be true, for I do here hyt amangist ther servandes, & belyke 
they have herd hyt of ther maysters at one tyme or other. And 
further, said he, when I was last at London, ther was then a 
busynesse in hand, as touching what wayges water men shuld 
take! . . . from one place to Another, which thing was muche 
eryed out uppon, And they! ... that Mr. Cicill was all the 
doer of that mater to. Surelye, said he, he ysnotbe! ... And 
therfore for god sake, sir, be you ware. 

I have not spoken eny of all thys to the entent that I wold 
have you eyther to Leave off or to slack eny partt of all your 
godlye doinges, but Rather yf I cold to sharp you furthe agaynist 
the Devyll & all his wyked instrumentts. 


1MS. torn. 
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But yet, yf ye wold gyve me Leave, I prae you what 
comfortt can the honest sortt of men have, when they do se 
suche as Bruerne ys, to be made provest of eaton? A place 
more mete for a man moost wurthye, yea, and as the papistes 
do secretlye mutter even as hyt ware in dispyte of the pye, was 
hyt not talked Amongist them, that he would surelye have hyt, or 
els hyt shuld cost so muche money. So that thys ys the opinion, 
Omnia venalia Roma etc. 

Alas, I do her that bothe at Oxford, & in all other places 
wheras prefermentts do Lye, the papiste be preferred, & other 
honest godlye & vertes men be kept back. 

Trulye my hart is woo, that myne eares shuld here or myne 
eyes shuld se suche evill to growe uppon evill, And yet do I 
feare wurse to follow et. I beseke chryst to preserve the quenes 
maiestie, for ware hyt not that my hert ys fullye satisfyed with 
good hoop of her grace most godlye meaning, I shuld els wyssh 
(a thousand tymes over) my selff to be deade. 

I prae you beare with myne over bold ernistnesse, & be you 
most sure that I have not wreten thys without the soroo of 
myne hartt & the teares of myne eyes. 

The lord of lyffe & deathe, Strenthen you in all godlynesse 
vnto the end. From Burnham the iij4 of September, 1562.1 


Yours during lyffe 
Wylliam Tyldsley. 


And yet me thynck I have forgotten one thing which I ought 
to tell you, which ys, that in all the hyther partte of Berkshyre 
they have done nothing at all, And hyt doith not onelye hynder 
thys littill beginning that ys here in Buckingham shyr, being so 
nere Joyning together, but also others that do border vppon 
them. And as I can Lerne, this ys ther excuse, That Sir 
Henrye Nevell haith not ben at home of all thys sommer, nor 
yet lyke to be, & that Mr. Weldone & Mr. Ward be at the court, 
& that Mr. Norres ys sick. And of Mr. Holrye being alone ete. 

And for myddelsexe our neyghbours, I do thynck they had no 


1This must be an error for 1561 (as in the endorsement), since Richard 
Bruerne was elected Provost of Eton in July and resigned in September, 1561. 
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Letters, or els yf they had, then surelye I thinck that, comming 
vnto Sir Roger chomeley, they be uterlye forgoten in the bag of 
his cote, & so nothing done ther, for surely he & Mr. Chysley 
ean better skyll at the affayres of the Lite then of the contere. 

[Endorsed :—] 34 Sept., 1561, Mr. Tyldesley to W.C. Rates 
of labourers wages. 


3. ASSESSMENT OF WAGES AND OTHER REGULATIONS MADE BY 
THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE FOR BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 1561. 


[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XIX, No. 43. This document is annexed to 
William Tyldesley’s letter to Cecil printed above, No. 2.] 


The quenes maiesties Iustices of peace within her graces 
countie afforsaid, By her speciall comandment Assembling them 
selffs for the Reformance of Wayges & other mysdemeaners as 
well of artificers, husbandmen, as also of Laborers with others, 
have uppon greate consyderacion sett furth the Rates and orders 
for the same severallye as hereafter followith, Requiring and 
straytlye charging and commanding in her maiestie name, All 
mayours, Bayleffs, constables, officers & ministers, As well within 
lybertyes as without to se the same executed. And yf eny person 
or persons shall Refuce to yeld hym selff to thys order, Then the 
same to be brought to the next Iustice, And to be by hym 
comitted to the gaol, And ther to Remayne for one hooll yere, 
or els to be send to the cownsell, yf the qualitie of the person do 
so require. And for the better execution hereoff ther ys a gover- 
nour of Laborers appoyncted in every towne within the 1iij 
hundrythes of Chylterne, Whoo shall sertefye to the Iustices of 
peace or to the grand Jure every moneth of all suche as he shall 
fynd obstinate or disobedyent to thees Rate & orders following 
yf eny be; And that every servand hyred by the weeke or 
moneth during the tyme of haruist, to take but after the same 
Rate. And also the said Justices in her said grace name, do 
command & charge that the said Rates & orders shalbe Red & 
publysshed in every parysshe churche ones in every monethe, 
vppon a sondaye or holydaye. 
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Rates for dayes wayges during the tyme of Harvist. 


with meate & drinck. 


A Mower Vv ad. 


A Man Reaper lilj d. 
A Woman Reaper ij d. 
A Commen laborer _iiij d. 


without meate & Drynck. 
viijd. Mowers by the acre. 


vijd. Otes iiij d. 
vj d. Grasse viij d. 
vijd. Barlye vd. 


eee compete ral hee ; And wheras cause ys 
Cockers & suche lyke{ 4 @ vd to gyve lesse, lesse 
to be gyven. 
And for wheate or Rye, Rypped by the acre Xv] d. 


with meate & drynck. without meate & drynck. 


From Harvist to Hallowtye 
Laborers 

From Hallowtyde to ester 

From ester to harvist 


yj d. 


ijd. vd. 


vj d. 


Artificers from ester to mighelmas. 


with meate & drynck. without meate & drynck. 


The master carpenter & saweer 


Other men 


Brekelayers, tylers & thatchers 


Other men 


vj d. ix d. 
iiij d. vij d. 

vd. vilj d. 
iij d. yj d. 


Artificers from mighelmas to ester. 
with meate & drynck. without meate & drynck. 


The master carpenter & saweer 


Other men 


Brekelayers, tylers & thatchers 


Other men 


iiij d. vij d. 
lij d. vj d. 
iij d. yj d. 

ij d. ob vd. 


Rates off wayges for servandes At husbandry etc. Fyrst no 
baylyff of husbandrye shall take above xls. for the wayges by 


the yere & for his Lyuerye vj s. viij d. 
Item no cheyffe or hedd servand of husbandrye shall ae for 
his wayges by the yer above xxxiijs. iiijd., & for his Lyuerye 


Vj s. viij d. 


Item no commone man servand of husbandrye shall take aboue 
XXvj S. viij d. by the yere for his wagges, & for his Lyverye v s. 
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Item no man servand under the age of xvj yere shall take eny 
wage, but onelye sufficient clothe, meate, Drynck, & other 
necessaryes. 

Item no woman servand vnmaryed shall take above xx s. by 
the yere for her wayges, & for her Lyvery vs. 

Item that no woman servand ynmaryed, under the age of 
xviijt yere shall take eny wayges, but onelye meate, dryncke, 
cloth & other necessaryes, as shalbe agreed & thought good by 
the master & mistress. 

Hereafter do followe sertayne orders to be observed of 
husbandmen & Laborers, & of others as the cause doith 
apperteyne. 

1. Fyrst, that no single man be suffred to worke by the daye, 
weke, or moneth, but to be hyred with a master by the yere. 

2. Item that no laborer departt out of the towne to wurke, 
one lesse hyt be by the Lycens of the governour of the Laborours 
of the same towne. 

3. Item that the governour of Labourers in every towne do 
foresee, that no husbandman do bynd his sonne apprentyse to 
eny occupacion or handye crafte, onelesse the father haue xx s. 
a yere of fre hold, but to se them sett to husbandrye. 

4. Item that the same governour shall-not suffer eny husband- 
man, nor eny servand at husbandrye, or Laborer, to wear eny 
clothe in his or ther garmentts but of meane & lowe price. 
And the same not Jagged nor Cutte, neyther eny Ruffed shyrtte. 

5. Item that in townes wheras lack of Laborers be, the 
governour by his discretion shall appoynt them to labour in 
harvist tyme, sometyme with one, & then with another, without 
affection or parciallite. 

6. Item that no laborer do shyfte his dwelling or departt out 
of hys hundryth, without Declaracion of some reasonable cause 
to the next Justice of peace, & ther to Receyve lycens, And yf 
eny do other wyse departte, then the governour ther, or the con- 
stables before his departture yf they can, or els immediately 
after, to make advertysement theroff to some Justice of peace, 
whoo shall award a preceptt to fetche hym agayne And to 
punisshe hym in example of others. 

7. Item yf eny gouernours do neglect ther dutyes, or parciallye 
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do vse ther offyce, & due proves ther off made before a Justice 
of peace, the same Justice shall send suche governours to the 
gaole, and appoynt others to supplye ther Rowme. 

8. Item yf eny person do offend in geving of wayge, above the 
Rate abovesaid, the same & every of them so offending to have a 
hooll yere imprisonement, or to be send to the Cownsell. 

9. Item that all persons haue bowes & arrowes, according 
unto the statute, in that case provyded. 

10. Item that all Jorneymen & prentyses (yf ther be necessite) 
be compelled to wurke & labour in harvist tyme, according vynto 
the same Rates abouesaid. 

11. Item that all Justices of peace, at a daye & place by them 
prefysced, shall cause to be brought befor them all taylours 
dwelling within ther said devisions, And ther to gyve in charge 
that none of them from thensfurthe do make or cause to be 
made, in eny maner of apparell, of eny servand at husbandrye, 
daye laborer, Jorneyman, or prentyse, as cote, doublett, Jirkyn 
or hose, eny gard or welt, or greate Ruffes in ther hose, But 
after a playne husbandry fasshon, vppon payne of forfeeting for 
every default x s. 

12. Item that the churchewardens, together with the collectours 
for the poremens boxe, or ij of them at the leaste in every parysshe, 
do make presentment unto the grand Jure ones in every moneth 
of all suche as do make defalt in not comming unto the churche 
unto commune praeer every Sondaye & holydaye, & ther do 
abyde & vse them selffs according vnto the order of the lawe in 
that case provyded, And also do present suche as Refuce to paye 
the dutye vnto the same default belonging. 

13. Item that the churche wardens in every parysshe do pro- 
vyde a boke incontynent, wherin they shall cause to be writen 
the names of all the householders & ther famylyes with ther 
severall parysshes, And the said churchewardens together with 
them that be appoyncted collectours for the poore delygentlye 
to se & marke whoo make default within ther parysshes. And 
of suche as be absent at eny tyme vppon the sondaye or holye- 
daye from commune praee(r] (not haveing a lawfull excuse) to 
Receyve xij d. to be put into the poremens boxe. 

14. Item that the churchewardens in every parisshe do make 

VOL. I. 
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presentment, as ys beforesaid, of all suche as be Letters or dis- 
turbers of the minister in the tyme of Commune praeer. 

15. Item that the grand Jure do make presentment, of all 
churche wardens that do neglect ther Dutyes as ys beforesaid. 
[Addressed :—] To the Ryght honnorable M* Secretarye dd. 


4, THE STATUTE OF ARTIFICERS (5 ELIZ. c. 4), 1563. 


[The printed text of this act will be found in Stats. of the Realm, Vol. 
IV., Pt. 1., pp. 414-22. The present text has been copied from the 
original statute in the House of Lords and differs in spelling from 
the printed version. Words and sentences in italics are additions 
made in the bill after engrossment and are therefore amendments 
made in the later stages of the bill’s progress through the Houses. | 


An Acte towching dyvers Orders for Artificers Laborers 
Servantes of Husbandrye and Apprentises. 

Althoughe there remayne and stande in force presentlie a 
greate nombre of Actes and Statutes concernynge the reteynynge 
departinge wages and orders of Apprentices Servantes and 
Laborers, aswell in husbandrye as in diuers other Artes Misteries 
and occupacions, yet partlye for thimperfeccion and contraritie 
that is founde and doo appere in sondrie of the saide Lawes, 
and for the varietie and nombre of them, and chieflie for that 
the wages and allouances lymytted and rated in many of the 
said statutes are in dyuerse places to small and not answerable 
to this tyme, respecting thaduancement of pryses of all thinges 
belonginge to the saide seruantes and laborers, the saide lawes 
cannot convenyentlie withoute the greate greyfe and burden of 
the poore laborer and hired man, be put in good and due execu- 
tion: and as the saide severall Actes and Statutes were at the 
tyme of the makinge of them thought to be very zood and 
beneficiall for the common welthe of this Realme, as dyvers of 
them yet are, So yf the substaunce of the manny of the saide 
lawes as are mete to be contynued shalbe digested and reduced 
into one sole lawe and statute, And in the same an unyforme 
ordre prescribed and lymytted concernynge the wages and other 
ordres for apprentices seruauntes and laborers, their is good 


THE STATUTE OF ARTIFICERS 335 


hope that it will come to passe that the same lawe, beinge duelie 
executed, shoulde bannyshe idlenes, avaunce husbandrie, and 
yelde unto the hyred persone bothe in the tyme of scarcitie and 
in the tyme of plentie a convenyent proporcion of Wages. 

I. Be it therefore enacted . .. That as moche of all the 
estatutes heretofore made, and every braunche of them as touche 
or concerne the hyringe kepinge departinge woorckinge wages 
or ordre of servantes Workemen Artificers apprentices and 
laborers, or any of them, and the penalties and forfeytures con- 
cernyng the same shalbe from and after the last daye of Sep- 
tembre nexte ensuynge repealed. . . . 

I. And be it further enacted . . . that no manner of persone 
or persones after the foresaide laste daye of Septembre . . . shall 
reteyne hyre or take into service, or cause to be reteyned hyred 
or taken into service, nor any persone shalbee reteyned, or 
hyred, or taken into service, by any meanes or collour to 
worcke for anny lesse tyme, or terme, then forr one hoole yere 
in any of the sciences craftes mysterys or arts of clotheires, 
wollen clothe wevers, tuckers, fullers, Clothworkers, Sheremen, 
dyers, hosyers, Taylowrs, shomakers, Tanners, Pewterers, Bakers, 
Brewers, Glovers, Cutlers, Smythes, Ferroers, Curryers, Sadlers, 
spurryers, Turners, Cappers, Hatmakers or feltemakers, Bowyers, 
fletchers, arrowhedmakers, Butchers, Cookes, or Myllers. 

Ill... . That every person being unmarryed, and every other 
person being under thage of thirtie yeres, that after the Feaste 
of Haster next shall marrye, and havinge bene brought upp in 
anny of the saide Artes, craftes or sciences, or that hath used 
or exercysed anny of them by the space of three yeres or more, 
and not havinge landes, Tenementes, Rentes or Heredyamentes, 
Copyholde or Freholde, of one estate of inherytaunce, or for 
terme of anny Lyfe or lyves of the clere value of xls., nor 
beinge worth of his owen Goodes the clere value of x poundes, 
and so allowed by twoo Justices of the peace of the Countie 
[ete.] . . . nor beinge reteyned with anny person in husbondrie, 
or in anny of thaforesaide Artes . . . nor laufullie reteyned in 
anny other Arte or Science, nor . . . in housholde, or in anny 
office with anny noble man gentle man or others, accordinge to 


the lawes of this Realme, nor havinge a convenyent ferme, or 
oi 
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other holdinge in tyllage, whereupon he maye employe his 
Labor, shall, duringe the tyme that he or they shall so be un- 
marryed, or under the saide Age of xxxti¢ yeres, uppon request 
made by anny person usinge the Arte or mystery, wherin the 
saide person so required hath beyne exercised as is aforesaide, be 
reteyned and shall not refuse to serue accordinge to the tenor 
of this statute, uppon the payne and penaltie hereafter men- 
cioned. 

IV. . . . That no person which shall retayne anny servaunte 
shall putt away his or her said seruaunte and that no person 
reteyned accordinge to this statute shall departe from his Master, 
Mistress or Dame before the ende of his or her terme, uppon the 
payne hereafter mencioned, unles it be for some reasonable and 
sufficient cause or matter to be allowed before twoo Justices of 
Peace, or one at the least, within the saide Countie or before the 
mayor or other chief officer of the citie Burrough or towne cor- 
porate, wherin the saide Master [etc.] inhabiteth, to whome anny 
of the parties greved shall complayne, which saide Justice [etce.] 
shall haue and take uppon them or hym the hearinge and 
ordringe of the matter, betwixte the saide Master [etc.] and 
servaunte accordinge to the equitie of the cause. And that no 
suche Master [etc.] shall putt awaye anny suche servaunte, at 
thende of his terme, or that anny suche Servaunte shall departe 
from his Master [etc.] at thend of his terme, withoute one quarter 
warnynge gyven before thend of his said terme, either by the 
saide Master [etc.], or servatinte the one to the other, uppon the 
payne hereafter ensuynge. 

Vy. . . . Every person betwene the age of Twelve yeres and 
the age of Threescore yeres, not beinge laufullie reteyned, nor 
apprentice with any fysherman or maryner haunting the Seas, 
nor being in Service with any Kyddyer or Carryer of any corne - 
grayne or meale for provision of the citye of London, nor withe 
any husbondman in husbondrie, nor in any Citie, Towne Corporate 
or Market Towne, in anny of thartes or Sciences . . . appoynted 
by this Estatute to haue or take apprentices, nor beinge reteyned 
by the yere or half the yere at the leaste, for the diggynge seek- 
ing, fyndinge, gettinge, meltinge, fynynge, workinge, tryinge, 
makinge of any Syluer, Tynne, lede, Iron, Coper, Stone, sea 
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coole, stone coole, moore Coole, or Cherk cole, nor beinge occu- 
pied in or aboute the makinge of any glasse, nor being a gentle- 
man borne, nor beinge a student or scoller in any of the 
universities or in anny scole, nor havinge landes [etc. as above, 
Section III.] . . . nor having a ffather or mother then lyvyng, 
or other Auncestour whose heire apparent he ys, then having 
lands fetc.] of the yerely value of x poundes or above, or Goodes 
or cattelles of the value of xl poundes, nor beinge a necessarie 
or convenyent officer or servaunt laufullie reteyned as is afore- 
said, nor havinge a convenyent ferme, or holdinge wherupon he 
maye or shall employe his labor, nor being otherwise lawfully 
reteyned uccording to the true meanyng of this Statute, shall . . . 
by virtue of this estatute, be compelled to be reteyned to serve 
in husbandrye by the yere, withe any person that kepeth 
husbandrie, and will require anny suche person so to serve 
within the same shire wher he shalbee so requyred. 

VI. ... [Penalty on masters unduly dismissing servants, 
40s.; on servants unduly departing or refusing to serve, im- 
prisonment. | 

VII. . . . That none of the saide reteyned persons in hus- 
bandrye or in eny the artes or sciences above remembred, after 
the tyme of his reteynor expired, shall departe fourth of one 
citie towne or parishe to another, nor oute of the . . . Hundred, 
nor oute of the Countie or Shire where he last served, to serve in 
any other Citie . . . or Countie, unles he have a testymonyall 
under the Seale of the saide citie . . . or of the Constable or 
constables or other head officer and of twoo other honest house 
holders of the Citie Towne or parishe where he last served de- 
claring his lawfull departure . . ., which Sertificatt or Testy- 
monyall shalbe wrytten and delyvered unto the said servaunte 
and also registred by the Parson Vicar or Curate of the Parishe 
where suche Master [etc.] doth or shall dwell. .. . 

VIII. . . . Upon the payne that every suche Servante so de- 
parting withoute suche Certificate or Testymonyall shalbe im- 
prysoned untill he procure a testymonyall . . ., the whiche if he 
cannot doo within the space of xxj dayes next after the first daye 
of his ymprysonment, then the sayde persone to be whipped 
and used as a vagabunde . . .; and that every person reteyn- 
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yng any suche servaunte withoute showinge suche testymonyall 
. shall forfaite for every suche offence vii. And yf any 

suche person shalbe taken withe any countrefeyte or forged 

Testymonyall, then to be whipped as a Vacabounde. 

IX. ... That all Artificers and laborers being hyred for 
wages for the Daye or weeke shall, betwixt the myddest of the 
monethes of Marche and September, be and continue at there 
worke at or before v of the clock in the mornyng and contynewe 
at worke and not Departe untyll betwixt vij and viij of the Cloke 
at night, except it be in the tyme of breakefast Dynner or Drinck- 
ing, the which tymes at the most shall not excede above ij 
howers and a half in the daye, That is to saye at every drynkyng 
one halfe howre, for his Dynner one hower, and for his Slepe 
when he is allowed to slepe, the which is from the middest of 
May to the mydest of August, halfe an houre at the most, and 
and at every Breakefast one halfe hower; and all the saide 
Artificers and laborers betwene the middest of September and 
the myddst of Marche, shalbe and contynewe at there worke 
from the springe of the daye in the mornynge untill the nyght 
of the same daye, except it be in tyme afore appoynted for 
breakefast and dynner, upon payne to lose and forfeit one 
penny for every howers absence, to be deducted . . . oute of 
his wages that shall so offende. 

X. ... that every artificer and Laborer. . . shall contynewe 
and not departe from the same worke ... before the fynyshyng 
of the said worke, upon payne of ymprysonement by one monethe 
withoute bayle . .. and the forfeyture of the somme of fyve 
powndes to the partie from whom he shall so departe. . . 

XI... . And for the declaracion and lymytacion what wages 
servauntes laborers and Artyficers either by the yere or daye or 
otherwyse shall have and receyve: Bee it enacted . . . that the 
Justices of Peace of every shire . . . within the lymytes of their 
severall comyssions, or the more parte of them being then resident 
within the same, and the sherife of that countie if he conveniently 
may, and every mayour, bailyf or other hed officer within any 
citie . . . wherein is any justice of peace within the lymittes of 
the said Citie . . . shall before the tenthe day of Jwne next com- 
myng, and afterwarde shall yerely at every general sessions first 
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to be holden and kept after Haster or at some time convenyent 
within six wekes next followinge every of the said Feastes of 
Easter, assembel . . . and callinge unto them suche discreate 
and grave persons of the said Countie or of the said Citie or 
Towne Corporate as they shall thinke mete, and conferrynge to- 
gither respectynge the plentie or scarcity of the tyme and other 
circumstaunces, necessaryly to be considered, shall have authorytie 
by vertue herof, within the lymytes and Precinctes of their 
severall comyssions, to lymyt rate and appoynte the wage as 
well of Suche and so many of the said Artyficers Handycraftes- 
men... or any other laborer, servante or woorkemen whose 
wages in tyme past hath bynn by any lawe or statute rated and 
appoynted, as also the wages of all other laborers . . . which 
have not been rated, as they . .. shall thinke mete by their 
discresions to be rated . . . by the yere or by the Daye, Weke, 
Monethe, or otherwyse, with meate and Drincke or without 
Meate and Drincke, and what Wages every Workman or 
laborer shall take by the greate for mowinge, reapinge or threshe- 
inge of corne and grayne, and for mowinge or makinge of heye 
. . . and for any other kynde of reasonable Laboures or Service : 
and shall yerely before the xij? daye of Iuly next after the said 
assessement rate so appointed and made, certifie the same . 

with the consideracions and causes therof ... into the... 
Courte of Chauncerey, wheruppon it shalbe lawfull to the lorde 
chauncellor of Englande or Lorde keper . . . upon Declaracion 
therof to the queenes majestie . . . to cause to be prynted and 
sent downe, before the first daye of September next after the said 
Certificat, into every County . . . x or xij Proclamacions or more 
conteynyng in every of them the severall rates appoynted . . . 
with commaundement . . . straightly tobserve the same and to 
all Iustices [etc.] ... . to se the same duelie and severely ob- 
served . . .; uppon receyte wherof the saide Shirefes Iustices ete. 
shall cause the same proclamacion to be entred of record. . . 
and... shall fourthewithe in open Markettes upon the 
market dayes before mychhelmas then ensuynge, cause the 
game proclamacion to be proclaymed ... and to be fixed in 
gome convenient Place ...; And if the saide shrifes Iustices 
[ete.] shall at there saide generall Sessions, or at any tyme after 
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within vj wekes then following . . . thinke it convenyent to re- 
teyne and kepe for the yere then to come the rates of Wages that 
they certefied the yere before or to chaunge . . . them, . . . they 
shall before the saide xijtt day of Iuly yerely certyfie into the 
saide Courte of chauncerey theire resoluciones . . . to thintente 
that proclamacions may accordingly be renewed and sent downe ; 
And if yt shall happen that ther be no nede of any . . . altera- 
cion of the rates . . . then the proclamacions for the yere past 
shall remayne in force. 

XII... . That yf all the said justices ... doonot... 
assemble .. . and rate the Wages . . . or be negligent . . . then 
every Justice . . . by some credible person assessed and taxed in 
the Booke of Subsidie .. . to the clere value of Fyve Poundes at 
the least, or by such other person as the most part of such Justices 
shall allow and accept to take suche othe, shall for such Negligence 
forfeite unto her queenes mayestie . . . Tenne Pounds. 

XIII. [Penalty for giving wages higher than the rate, ten 
days imprisonment and fine of 5/.; for receiving the same, 
twenty-one days’ imprisonment. ] 

XIV. [Penalty on servants, etc., assaulting masters, etc., one 
years’ imprisoment, ] : 

XV. Provided .. . that in the tyme of hey or corne harvest, 
the Iustices of Pease . . . and also the cunstable or other hed 
officer of every towneshipe, vpon request and for thavoydinge of 
the losse of any corne grayne or heye, shall and may cause all 
suche artyficers and persons as be mete to labour . . . to serve 
by the daye for the mowinge reapinge . . . inning of corne, 
grayne and hey . . ., and that none of the saide persons shall 
refuse so to do vpon paine to suffer ymprysonment in the 
stockes by the space of twoo daies and one nyght . . . 

XVI. ... all persons of the Counties where they haue 
accustomed to go into other Shires for Harvest worke and hav- 
inge at the tyme no Harvesi worke sufficient in the same towne 
norcuntie . . . bringinge . . . a testimoniall . . . may repayre 

. unto any other place or countie for the onely mowynge 
reapinge, [etc.]. 

XVII. . . . That twoo Iustices of Pease, the Mayor or other 
Hed Officer of any Citie [etc.] and twoo aldermen, or twoo other 
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discrete burgesses . . . yf there be no aldermen, shall and may 
by vertue herof appoynt any suche woman as is of thage of xii 
yeres and vnder thage of xl yeres and vnmaryed and furthe of 
service . . . to be reteyned or serve by the yere or by the weke 
or day, for suche wages and in suche reasonable sorte and 
maner as they shall thinke mete: And if any suche woman 
shall refuse so to serve, then it shalbe lawfull for the saide 
Tustices [etc.] to commyt suche woman to warde untill she shalbe 
bounden to serve as is aforesaide. 

XVIII. And for the better advuncement of Husbondry and 
tillage, and to thintente that suche as are fyt to be made appren- 
tices to Husbondry may be bounden therevnto . . . That every 
person beinge an housholder and havinge and usinge halfe a 
ploughe land at the least in tillage, may have and receyve as 
an apprentice any person above thage of tenne yeres and under 
thage of xvii] yeres to serve in husbandry untill his Age of xxj 
yeres at the least, or until thage of xxiiij yeres as the parties 
can agree... 

XIX. . . . That every person being an Housholder and xxiiij 
yeres olde at the least, dwelling . .. in any cytie or towne 
Corporate, and usinge and exercising any arte mysterye or 
manuell occupacion there, shall and may after the Feast of 
St John Baptist next comynge ... reteyn the sonne of any 
freman not occupying husbandry nor beinge a laborer and 
inhabyting in the same or in any other citie or towne... 
incorporate, to serve and be bounde as an apprentice after the 
Custome and Order of the Citie of london for seven yeres at 
the least, so as the tearme and yeares of such apprentice Do 
not expire or determyn afore suche apprentice shalbe of thage 
of xxiiij yeres at the leaste. 

XX. Provided... that it shall not be lawfull to any 
person dwellinge in any Citie or Towne Corporate usinge 
exercysinge any of the mystereis or craftes of a merchante 
trapheiquinge by trapheke or trade into any partes beyonde the 
seae, mercer, draper, goldesmith, ironmonger, Inbroderer or 
clothear that dothe or shall put clothe to makynge and saile, 
to take any Apprentice or Servaunte to be enstructed or taughte 
in any of the artes , . . which they . . . exercise, except such 
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Servaunt or Apprentice be his Son, orels that the Father or 
Mother of Suche Apprentice or Servaunte shall have . 
landes, tenementes [etc.] of the clere yerely value of xls. of one 
estate of inheritance or freeholde at the leaste . . . 

XXI.... That frome and After the said Feast of St John 
the baptist nexte, yt shalbe Lawfull to every person beynge an 
housholderland xxiiij yeres Olde at the least, and not occupienge 
Husbondry, nor beynge a laborer Dwellinge . . . in any Towne 
not beynge incorporat, that now is or hereafter shalbe A markytt 
Towne ..., and exercysinge any arte mysterye or Manuell 
Occupacion .. ., to have in lyke maner to Apprentyes the 
Childe or Children of any other artificer . . . not occupienge hus- 
bondrye nor beyinge a laborer, whiche . . . shall Inhabyte.. . 
in the same or in any other suche markytt Towne within the 
same shyre, to serve as Apprentice . . . as is aforesaid, to any 
suche Arte [etc.] as hath bene usually exercysed In any suche 
markytt Towne where such Apprentice shalbe bounde. . . 


XXII. Provided ... that yt shall not be Lawfull to any 
person Dwellinge ...in any suche markytt Towne, exercysinge 
the feate mystery or arte of a merchant traphecquinge .. . 


into the parties beyond the seaes, Mercer [etc., as above, Section 
XX.] to take any Apprentyce or in any wyse to teache or In- 
structe Any person in thartes .. . last before recyted, after the 
feast of St. John baptist aforesayd, except suche Servaunte or 
Apprentice shalbe his son or elles that the father or mother of 
suche Apprentice shall have landes [etc.] ... of the clere 
yerely value of three poundes of one estate of inheritance or 
freeholde at the least. . 

XXIII. ... That frome and after the said feast yt shalbe 
Lawfull to any person ... exercysynge tharte ... of a Smythe 
whelwright, plowewright, mylewright, carpenter, Roughe mayson, 
playsterer, sawyer, lymeburner, bryckemaker, bryke layer, 
Tyler, Slater, helyer, Tylemaker, lynnen wever, turner, 
Cowper, Myllers, Earthen potters, woilenwevers weaving 
huswyfies or householde clothe only and none other, Clothe 
Fuller otherwyse called Tucker or walker, Burner of Ore and ° 
Woade ashes, thatcher or Shingler, wheresoever he or they shall 
dwell .. . tohave .. . the sonne of any personas Apprentyce. 
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.. . Albeyt the father or mother of any suche Apprentyce have 
not any Landes, Tenementes nor hereditamentes. 

XXIV... . That after the first daye of Maye next commyng 
yt shall not be lawfull to any person or persons other then suche 
as nowe do Lawfully use or exercyse any arte mystery or manuall 
Occupacion to sett up occupye use or exercyse any crafte .. . 
nowe used or occupyed within the Realme of England or Wales 
excepte he shall have bene brought uppe therin Seven yeres 
at the least as Apprentyce, in maner and forme abovesaid, 
nor to sett anye person on worke in suche . . . Occupacion 
beinge not a workeman at this day, except he shall have bene 
apprentyce as is aforesaid, orels having servyd as an Ap- 
prentyce . . . will becomme a Jorneymanior be hyred by the 
yere: Apon paine that every person willingly offendinge or 
doynge the contrary shall forfett ... for every Default xls. 
for every moneth. 

XXV. Provided... that no person... exercysinge the 
arte or mystery of a wollen Clothe wever other then suche as 
be inhabitinge within the counties of cumberlande, westmerlande, 
lancaster and wales, weavinge Fryzes Cottons or houswytes 
clothe only, makinge and weavinge wollen clothe comonly 
solde or to be solde by any clotherman or clotheor shall... 
have any Apprentyce or shall .. . instructe any person. . 
in the Scyence . . . of weavinge aforesaid in any village towne 
or Place, (Cities Townes corporate and market Townes only ex- 
cept) etc. . . . unles suche person bee his Sonne, or els that the 
father or mother of such apprentyce or servaunte shall... 
have landes [etc.] to the clere yerely value of three poundes at 
the leaste of an estate of Inheritance or freehold . . . upon 
- paine of forfeyture of xxs. for every monethe. . 

XXVI.... That all and every person or persons that shall 
have Three Apprentices in any of the said craftes ... of a 
clothemaker, fuller, shereman, weaver, tailor or shomaker, shall 
reteyne and kepe one Jorneyman and for every other Apprentyce 
above the nomber of the said three Apprentyces one other 
Jorneyman, upon paine for every defaulte therin tenne poundes. 

XXVII. ... That this act... shall not extende to prejudice 
the companye . . . of worstedmakers . . . of Norwyche... . 
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XXVIII. ... That yf any person shalbe required by any 
housholder havinge and usinge halfe a Ploughelande at the 
least in tillage to be an Apprentyce and to serve in Husbandry 
as in any other kynde of arte [etc.] before expressed, and shall 
refusse so to doo, that then upon the Complaynt of suche hous- 
keaper made to one Iustice of peace of the countie wherin the 
said refusall is or shalbe made, or of such housholder Inhabyting 
in any Cytty towne corporate or markytt Towne to the mayor 
and bailiefes or hede officer of the said cytty [ete.] . . . they shall 
have full poure . . . to sende for the same person so refusing, 
And yf the said Iustice [etc.] shall thynke the saide person meate 

. . to serve as an apprentyce in that arte . . . the said Iustic 
» . . or hede officer shall have powre . . . to commit him unto 
Warde, there to remayne untill he be . . . bounden to serve as 
an apprentise shoulde serve ...; And yf any suche Master 
shall mysuse or evill intreat his apprentyce . . . or thapprentyce 
do not his deiutie to his Master, Then the said Master or 
Prentyce, beyinge grevyd . . . shall repaire unto one Iustice of 
peas [etc.] . . . who shall by his wysdome and dyscreasion take 
suche order and direction betwene the said Master and his Ap- 
prentyce as thequitie of the cause shall require: and yf for wante 
of good conformitie in the said Master the said Lustice [etc.] or 
hedd officer cannot compound and Agree the matter betwene 
hym and his Apprentyce, then the said Iustice [etc.] or Hedd 
officer shall take bande of the said Master to Appere atthe next 
sessyons then to bee holden in the said Countrie within the said 
Cytty [ete.] . . ., and uppon his Apparance and heringe of the 
matter... yf yt be thought mete unto theme to dyscharge the 
said Apprentyce of his Apprenticehodd, That then the said 
Iustices or fowere of them at the least, wherof one to be of the 
quorum, or the said . . . hedd officer, with the consent of thre 
other of his Bretherne or Men of beste Reputacion within the 
said Cytty [etc.] shall have powre. . . . to pronownce [etc.] that 
they have dyscharged the said Apprentyce of his apprenticehode ; 
. .. and yf the Defaulte shalbe founde to be in the Apprentyce 
then the said Lustices etc. or hedd offycer with thassistentes 
aforesaid, shall cause suche Due correction and Punishment to 
be mynestred unto hym, as by their wisdome and dyscreacions 
shalbe thought mete, 
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XXIX. Provided . . . that no person shall be force [etc.] of 
this Estatute be bounden to enter into any apprenticeshipe other 
then suche as be under thage of xxi yeres. 

XXX. And to thende that this Estatute maye from tyme to 
tyme be carefully . . . putin good execusion. . . . Be it enacted 
... that the Iustices of peas of every countie Devydinge 
themeselves into severall lymyttes, and lykewyse every maiar 
and hed officer of any cytty or towne corporat, shall yerely be- 
twene the feast of St michell tharchangell and the nativitee 
of our lord, and betwene the Feast of the Annuncyacion of our 
lady and the feaste of the Nativity of St. John baptist ... 
make a speciall and dyligent inquirie of the Braunches and 
articles of this Estatut, and of the good executione of the same, 
and where they shall finde any defaultes to see the same severely 
corrected and punyshed without favore . . . or dyspleasur. 

XXXI. ... That every Iustice of peace, Maior and Hedd 
officer for every Day that he shall sytte in and Aboutt thexecu- 
tion of this Estatut shall have alowed unto hyme fyve shillinges 
to be [etc.] payde ... of the Fynes [etc.] ...due... by 
force of this Hstatut. ... 

XXXII. [Procedure for recovery of penalties. 

XXXIII. Provided .. . that this act . . . shall not be pre- 
juidiciall or hurtfull to the Cytties of London!and norwiche or 
to the lawfull lyberties [etc.] of the same Cytties, for [etc.] the 
havinge [etc.] of any Apprentice... . 

XXXIV. [Contracts of apprenticeship contrary to this Act to 
be void, and a penalty of £10.] 

XXXY. [Contracts of apprenticeship to hold good though 
made while the apprentice is under age.] 

XXXVI. [Proviso for the Town of Godalming, Surrey.| 

XXXVII. [Application of Penalties in Cities and Towns Cor- 
porate. ] 

XXXVIII. [Proviso for Contracts already. made.] 

XXXIX. [Servants departing from their masters into other 
shires to be apprehended and imprisoned until “they shall finde 
sufficient suretie well and honestlye to serve their master,” etc.] 

XL. Provided alwayes that it shalbe lawfull to the highe Con- 
stables of hundredes in everys here to holde keape and continiwe 
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petye Sessyons otherwise Statute Sessyons within the lymettes of 
their auctarytes in al sheres wherein suche Sessyons have byn 
used to be keapte, in such maner and forme as heretofore hathe 
byn used and accustomed, so as nothinge be by them done therein 
contrarie or repugnant to this present acte. 


5. A TANNER’S APPRENTICE THREATENED WITH COMPULSORY 
SERVICE IN HUSBANDRY, 1563. 


[Norwich Municipal Archives. Depositions taken before the Mayor 
and Aldermen of Norwich, 1549-67, ff. 53-53b. ] 


Robart Myller, of the cittie of Norwich, Tanner, of the age 
of xvi yeares or ther abowte, examined before Mr William 
Farrow, Mayor of the Cittie of Norwich, W. Mingay Henry 
Croke Henry Bacon Jo. Aldrithe, Justices of the peace, on 
Wednesdaye the xiiiith of Aprrell, Anno 1563, sayth: That he 
was in servyce with one William George of Hempton, Tannor, 
and dwelte with hym by the space of Thre yeares, And upon 
a tyme aboute sevenight before candlemas Last paste the wytfe 
of the sayde William George ded falloute with this examinate 
and Rebuked hym for his worke very moche, And this ex- 
aminate sayed unto hys dame: I am sory that I cannot please 
you, but yf my Sarvice maynot please you, yf you and my 
Master Will geve me Leave to departe I shall provide me of 
a service in some place, I truste. And heruppon his sayde dame 
declaryd un to her husbonde the same night that the sayde 
Robart Myller coulde be content to go from hym and to place 
hym selfe in some other survice. And therupon he callyd 
this examinate unto hym and askyd hym whether he wolde go 
from hym or not, and he sayde: for that my survice cannot 
please you nor my dame If you will geve me Leve to departe 
{ canbe contentyd to departe, and then the sayde William George 
his Master sayde: with a good will you shall departe and 
provide yourselfe of a Master so well as you can. And there 
upon he drewe to his purse and payed to this examinate seven 
shillings in mony that he ought hym for certeyne calve skynnys 
that he had solde of his. And on the Sundaye mornyng this 
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examinate came to his sayde Master to take his leve, And then 
his sayde Master sayde unto him seyng: you will go a waye, 
you shall not go owte of the hunderde, but you shall serve 
eyther Mr Clyfton or ells Mr Raymer in husbondry. And 
this deponent sayed: Master, I have served thes thre yeares 
in your occupacion and can no skyll in husbandry and I wilbe 
lothe to lose all this tyme that I have served in the occupacon. 
And then the sayed William George sayde: Tarry tyll Sondaye 
and you shall have a new payer of shoos; and so this 
examinate tarryed styll ther with the sayde William George 
tyll the Tewesdaye next followyng, and in that tyme he had 
understandyng that ther was a warrant procured for hym to 
serve in husbondry, and thereupon he cam from his sayde 
Master thesayde Tewesday, And so cam strayght to Norwich 
and placed hym selfe in the service of one Richarde Smethe, 
Tanner. And further this examinate saythe that the sayde 
Richarde Smythe sent hym from Norwiche to Elmeham Fayer 
on our laydys daye with certeyne lether to sell, And there the 
sayde William George met with this examinate and sayde unto 
hym: How sayest thou Robyn? hadest not thou as good to 
have [?] served me for thre yeares as to serve where thou doest 
serve for vii yeares? for now thou arte bounde thou cannest 
not get owte of the Cittie nowe [?]. And thou beste wyse thou 
mayest saye that thou receyved of that vid. that I toke of 
the at Burreham Markett for the Rent of thy howse, that I lete it 
the for to reteyne the with vi years, or ells thou canst never get 
owte of the cittie [?]; and further he sayeth not. 


Explicit expliceat auctor babere eat. 


6. PRESENTMENTS IN MIDDLESEX UNDER THE STATUTE OF 
ARTIFICERS, 1564-82. 


[Middlesex Guildhall. General Sessions of the Peace Rolls, 134 (No. 
12), 178 (No. 4), 237 (No. 8).] 


[1564.] Juratores pro domina Regina presentant quod 
Ricardus Smallmann de ffynnesbury in comitatu Middlesex, 
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wyndemyller, xx™° die junii anno regni Elizabethe, dei gratia 
Anglie, ffrancie et Hibernie Regine, fidei defensoris etc. sexto, 
apud ffynnesbury predictum dedit Ricardo Hayward servienti 
suo qui tune seruiebat iidem Ricardo Smallmann in arte 
molendarii ventarii duos solidos per septimanam pro stipendio 
eiusdem Ricardi Hayward, attingente in toto per annum Ciilis., 
contra formam statuto [in parliamento] domine regine nunc 
Elizabethe apud Westmonasterium anno regni sui quinto tento 
inde editi et prouisi, ac contra tenorem et effectum proclamationis 
eiusdem domine regine nuper facte in dicto comitatu Middlesex 
pro et concernente vadium artificium laboratorum et seruientium 
in eodem comitatu. 

[1573.] Juratores pro domina Regina presentant quod 
Nicholus Bedlowe de Higheholbourne in comitatu Middlesex, 
taylor, Gabriel playce de eadem, tailor, Rogerus Custill de 
eadem, tailor, Johannes Bradshawe de eadem, tailor, Bernard 
Libard, alien, de eadem, tailor, et Rogerus Ashemore de eadem, 
tailor, celebes et inupti et instructi et educati existentes in arte 
et facultate sutoris vestiarii vocata tailors craft, nec habentes 
terras seu tenementa custumarie vel libere tenure ad clarum 
annuum valorem xl solidorum, nec bona nec catalla ad valentiam 
decem librarum, et sic allocata et estimata per duos justiciarios 
pacis comitatus predicti sub [eorum manibus et sigillis], nec 
habentes aliquam convenientem firmam vel tenuram, tertio die 
Marcii anno regni EHlizabethe die gratia Anglie ffrancie et 
Hibernie Regine fidei defensoris etc. xv, et diuersis aliis 
diebus et vicibus antea et postea, exercebant et occupabant - 
predictam artem et facultatem sutoris vestiarii in seueralibus 
domibus apud Higheholborne predictum, non retenti existentes 
in servicio alicuius, in contemptu dicte domine Regine necnon 
contra formam statuti inde editi et prouisi [ete.]. 

[1582.] Juratores pro domina Regina presentant quod 
Thomas ffyssher de Chauncerylane in comitatu Middlesex 
taylor, Jacobus Buckhurste de eadem, taylor, Johannes Allan 
de eadem, taylor, Johannes Backlege de eadem, taylor, Ricardus 
Shellyber de eadem, taylor, Radulphus Burges [blank] de eadem, 
taylor, non existentes infra vincula matrimonii septimo die 
Aprilis ‘anno regni Elizabethe dei gratia Anglie, Francie et 
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Hibernie Regine fidei defensoris [etc.] xxiiiite, et diuersis aliis 
diebus et vicibus antea et postea exercebant et adhuc exercent 
artem et facultatem sutoris vestiarii vocatem taylors [craft] 
apud Chauncerylane predictum in comitatu predicto, in con- 
temptu dicte domine Regine ac contra formam statuti in 
parliamento dicte domine Regine Elizabethe apud Westmonas- 
. anno regni suo quinto tento inde nuper editi et prouisi 
ete.]. 


7. MEMORANDUM ON THE STATUTE OF ARTIFICERS, 1573 (?). 
[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. XCIII., No. 26.] 


In the fiveth yeare of the Quenes Majesties most gratious 
Reigne Cap. 4 there was an Acte made touchinge divers orders 
for Artificers, laborers, servauntes of husbandrye and Apprentices, 
which Acte concerneth the good education of youthe and good 
government of the greatist number of people, And therefore if it 
were duely observed and executed it would no doubte avoide 
many occations of evill. But for that the good regarde and ob- 
servacion therof is neglected a multitude of Inconvenyences 
groweth amonge Artificers, to the impovereshinge decaye and 
utter rewyn of manye them their wifes, children, and familye, 
which causeth great encrease of Roges vagabondes and theives. 
As more at large, by certeyne speciall notes followinge collected 
oute of the said Statute beinge throughlye examined and con- 
sidered of, it will appeare 

(1) Yf an Artificer occupye husbandry with his occupacion he 
can not take an apprentice to his occupacion. 

For one man to be both an husbandman and an Artificer is 
a gatheringe of divers mens livinges into one mans hand, And 
therefore the lawe dothe not allowe such a one to keepe or in- 
struct Apprentices in anye occupacion to withdrawe from Arti- 
ficers the occasion of their livinges, which have no other trade to 
live by but only their occupacions. 

(2) Every Artificer must be an householder, before he can take 


an apprentice. : 
Householders are burdened with divers charges in the common 
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wealth, which such as kepe no houses ar not charged with, And 
therefore it appeareth needefull that householders shou'd have a 
furder prerogative in kepinge of apprentices to help to gett their 
livinges, Then those that ar no householders shoulde. 

(3) The maister must be full xxiiijte yeares olde at the least be- 
fore he can take an apprentice. 
moste parte thoughe not allwayes) is wilde, withoute judgment, 
& not of sufficyent experience to governe himselfe, Nor (many 
tymes) growen unto the full or perfect knowledge of the arte or 
occupacion that he professeth, And therefore had more neede 

.still to remayne under government, as a servaunt and learner, 
then to become a ruler, as a maister or instructor. 

(4) The maister in most occupacions must dwelle in a cittye, 
towne corporatte, or markett towne. 

Cittyes and great townes are only or for the most parte to be 
mainteyned by manualle artes occupacions, misteryes, and 
scyences, And therfore it appeareth convenyent, that apprentices 

- should be there brought up and instructed in the said artes and 
scyences, And not in such other townes and places where men 
ought to live by husbandry, and laboringe of grounds. But yett 
contrarye to the meaninge of the lawe a number of apprentices 
are brought up and taught occupacions in husbandmens houses, 
which torneth to a superfluous encrease of Artificers, and to the 
decay and ruyn of such cittyes and townes as should sett fourth 
the honor and strengthe of the Realme. 

(5) The ffather of the apprentice must be an Artificer not oc- 
cupyeinge husbandry, nor beinge a laborer. 

It is a more easyer thinge for the children of husbandmen and 
laborers to become artificers, then for the children of Artificers to 
become husbandmen and laborers, Therefore when husbandmen 
and laborers do put their children to learne occupacions, then 
Artificers children are driven to be Rogges and vagaboundes. 
But the Parliament as well for the better service to be done in 
husbandry (whereunto the children of husbandmen & laborers 
ar most apte) as for the avoidinge of other inconvenyences that 
groweth by the evill education of artificers children, hath provided 
that each sorte of such children should be applyed to the trades 
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that their parentes were of before theim, which no doubte would 
worke great commoditye in the common wealthe. 

(6) The ffather of the apprentice must dwelle in the same 
cittye or towne corporate where the apprentice is bounde, or in 
some other such like cittye or towne corporatte yf the apprentice 
shalbe bounde in any cittye or towne corporatte. 

The Inhabitauntes of cittyes and great townes that have en- 
crease of children should be assuered of services for them, yf 
that their neighbour were not furnished from other places oute 
of the countrey by husbandmens children, which would be a good 
releife to such as have great charge, and so avoide much evill 
education of youthe and many other occations of miseryes in 
such cittyes and townes. 

(7) Yf the Prentice be bounde in a markett towne not corpor- 
ate, then the ffather of the Prentice must dwelle in the same 
markett towne, or in some other markett towne within the same 
Shire. 

That which is before said towchinge Cittyes and townes cor- 
poratte maye also be said towchinge markett townes. 

(8) The Prentice must be bounde for seaven yeares at the 
leaste. 

The Prentice that is bounde for lesse then seaven yeares doth 
not commonly prove to be an expert Artificer, So that therby 
ignoraunce & imperfection in divers artes and occupacions do 
enter, yet many ar bounde for five, foure, three, yea twoe yeares, 
or lesse, and then take upon theim to bringe up others under 
theim, whom thei make as eville and as unskilfulle workmen as 
theim selves, which doth not onely impare good and perfect 
workmanshippe or knowledge in occupacions, But also is a 
meanes wherby the number of Artificers do so multiplye, that 
one of theim do as it were eate oute and consume another. 
ffor it is often seene that one man shall have raised up nyne or 
ten Artificers under him, before such tyme as he by due order of 
lawe should have bin oute of his apprenticeshippe, All which 
prove imperfect workmen, And yet ar as iniuriouse unto him as he 
himselfe was unto thos that were his instructors. And thus for 
lacke of good order eache is an occasions of others Rewyn. 


(2) The prentice should be bounde for so many yeares that 
23 * 
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he should be full xxiiij® yeares of aige at the least, before 
thende of his apprentishippe. 

Yf this order were welle observed many occations of eville 
would be avoided, and bothe the maister and the prentice 
should receive great commodityes therby. 

The maister for that he should have the longer service of his 
prentice which must needes turne to his great profitte, flor one 
yeares service at the latter ende is more worthe than ffower at 
the begynnynge. 

The servaunte for that he shoulde growe unto greater know- 
ledge and perfection in the arte or occupacion that he was 
brought up in, and also should be of a more riper or better 
judgement to guide or rule himselfe, and so might the easelyer 
avoide divers daungers and inconvenyences which younge men 
when thei come to their owne hands or government at xix or 
xxti yeares of aige often tymes falle into; ffor it is to be noted 
that when younge men come oute of their apprentiships at thos 
aiges, many of them sett up their occupacions and undo their 
maisters that brought them up, wherby thei, their wifes and 
children, fall into Rewyn and greate distresse. 

Also some of thos younge men lead a licentiouse and ryotouse 
life, Some take wifes and before thei ar xxiiijtie yeares of aige 
have three or foure children, which often thei leave to the parish 
where thei dwelle to be kept, And other some falle to choppinge 
chaunginge and makinge of many unadvised bargaynes, and 
moe then thei ar able to compasse, So that by one meanes or 
other thei do utterly undo theimselfes, in such wise that moste 
of theim do hardly recover the same while thei live. Of all and 
which thinges many mischeifes and inconvenyences do rise growe 
and daily encrease in the common wealth, which might be 
easely avoided by bindinge youthe apprentices untille their 
aiges of xxilij4* yeares. And for one thinge it is to be noted, 
That if this pointe of the statute were welle observed so 
many auncyent housholders should not fall into decaye and 
distresse as do, nor be driven to live upon the almes of parishes 
as thei are, ffor then the aged should be guides unto youthe and 
younge men should worke to susteyne the aged who were their 
bringers up, and should themselfes enioye the like commoditye 
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by thos that shoulde rise under them; by which meanes the 
aged state should never be unprovided for, wheras nowe younge 
Sneek do undo theimselfes, and drive the olde on begginge 
also. 

(10) Men of certeyne trades and occupacions, that is to saye 
a merchaunt trafficquinge by traffique or trade into any partes 
beyonde the sea, mercer, draper, goldsmithe, yronmonger, em- 
broderer, or clothier that dothe or shalle put cloth to makinge 
or sale, must not only observe the articles before remembred, 
but also if the maister dwelle in a cittye or towne corporatte, he 
cannot take any to apprentice but his sonne or the childe of 
such as maye dispend by land ffortye shillings yearly, the same 
to be certifyed under the hands and seales of three justices of 
peace where the land lyethe. 

But yf the maister beinge of any of the said misteryes or 
trades last above remembred do dwell in a markett towne not 
corporatte, then he cannot take any apprentice, but only his 
owne sonne, or the childe of such as maye dispend by land three 
pounds yearlye to be certifyed in form aforesaid. 

This seemeth to be enacted that gentlemen or others of livinge 
might have some convenyent meanes to bestowe and place 
their younger sonnes in the common wealthe to live in reason- 
able countenaunce and callinge, The want wherof causeth many 
to be more mindfull to gather for their children then to regarde 
the state of the common wealthe, And the want herof also is 
an occasion that a number of younger brethren are brought upp 
unaplyed unto any good trade or exercise, And what doth often- 
tymes come therof, I do referre it to the judgment of thos that 
see the daily experience of the same. 

(11) Any person usinge or exercisinge arte or occupacion of 
a smith, whelewright, Ploughewrighte, millwright, Carpenter, 
Roughemason, Plasterer, Sawyer, lyme burner, Brickmaker, 
Bricklayer, Tyler, Slater, helyer, Tylemaker, Lynnenweaver, 
turner, Couper, Miller, Earthen potters, Wollen weaver, weavinge 
huswifes or household cloth only and none other cloth, ffuller, 
otherwise called Tucker or walker, Burner of ore or woade 
ashes, Thatcher or shingler, whersoever he or thei dwelle maye 
have or receive the Sonne of any person as apprentice to be 
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taught and instructed in theis occupacions only and in none 
other. 

But yet thei must take theim by Indenture enroled for seaven 
yeares at the least, And so also that the prentice must be full 
ffoure and twentye yeares of age before thende of his apprenti- 
shippe. 

Theis seme to be such trades as are for divers respectes to 
be planted as well in countrey townes and villages as in cittyes 
and townes corporatte, and be indeede such occupacions as are 
most Laborsome and painefulle, wherof some do not much 
differ from the trade of laborers. Therfore thei ar permitted to 
take apprentices of any men’s children, be thei laborers or others 
whatsoever, So as thei be allwayes taken in such sorte as good 
order maye be kept, and thos inconvenyences avoided amonge 
theim, that groweth by the licentiouse libertye of youthe before 
thei come to xxiiljt® yeares of aige. 

(12) Yf any be taken apprentice contrary to the articles 
aforesaid, the prentishippe is voide and of none effect to all 
intentes and purposes, And the maister loseth xli. for every 
apprentice so by him taken. 

Thus not only the maister incurreth a penaltye, But also the 
apprentice runneth in great daunger yf he be not lawfully taken. 

(13) None can sett up use or exercise any arte crafte mistery 
or scyence, nor be sett on worke in any of the same as a iourney 
man (other then such as did lawfully occupye the same at the 
tyme of the makinge of the said Acte) except he shall first have 
bin apprentice therin accordinge unto the foresaid notes, and 
have fully served oute his apprentishippe upon payne of for- 
fait re of xl s. for every moneth for every offence. 

Yf none but such as have bin lawefully bounde and served as 
apprentices accordinge unto the tenor of the said Acte shalle sett 
up or exercise any occupacion, nor be sett on worke in the same 
as lourney men, Then thos that have passed their youthes in 
service as apprentices should be in a certeyne securitye when 
thei came to aige of a sufficyent and staied state of livinge to 
mainteyne theimselfes their wifes children and family with. 
But contrary wise, when thos that were never bounde and 
brought up as apprentices, accordinge to the true meaninge of 
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the statute, shalle directly against the same intrude theimselfes, 
and sett upp occupye use and exercise occupacions, or be sett 
on worke therin as iourney-men, Then thos that were bounde 
& served as apprentices in fourme aforesaid, shalle lacke worke 
and maintenaunce. And so havinge bestowed their youthes in 
service, learninge to gett their livinges by honest lawfull and 
necessary trades or occupacions and beinge both unskilfull and 
unprovided to live by any other convenyent and lawfulle trade, 
thei falle into decaye povertye and distresse, and for lacke of 
abilitye to mainteyne theimselfes their wifes and children, many 
ar forced either to practise some ungodlye and filthye waye to 
gett their livinges by, or else to go theim selfes or at.the least to 
send their wifes and children on begginge, And thus by the not 
observing of this good lawe, it cometh to passe, that such great 
store of Roges, vagaboundes, and theives rise grow and increase 
in the common wealthe as dailye dothe, which cannot be by any 
good meanes avoided, untille the occasions therof be sought 
oute and refournred, which every private person of himselfe 
withoute the publicke regarde of maiestrates cannot do. 

(14) For the better observacion of the said good Acte in theis 
pointes every apprentice by the letter and true meaninge of the 
lawe oughte to be bounde accordinge to the order of the Cittye 
of London, which is by Indenture, and the same to be enroled 
within one yeare next after the takinge of the apprentice. 

On lesse prentices be bounde by Indenture, and the Indentures 
of their apprentishippe enroled, That a recorde in alle places 
maye be taken and kept howe apprentices are bounde (as in alle 
welle governed Cittyes and townes corporate there ys) yt is im- 
possible to bringe the orders prescribed by lawe into due obser- 
vacion. But the takinge and keepinge of such a recorde woulde 
be a great occasion to bringe and preserve such good order 
amonge Artificers, as wille avoide all the inconvenyences before 
remembrid, and that none shall unlawfully enter or intrude into 
those occupacions that thei were not brought up in as apprentices, 
nor that any shall sett up the same before due tyme. By means 
wherof the great decaye and Rewyn that dailye encreaseth 
amonge Artificers, would be eaesly avoided, which thei earnestly 
wish and praye for, and cannot by any other convenyent waye 
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obteyne the same, ffor howe is it possible to preserve good order 
in matters that necessarily require a recorde to be keipt of theim 
when, as therin, no recorde is kept at all, wherby in steede of 
order and the commodityes therof, disorder with the incon- 
venyences of the same growthe. 

(15) None shalbe hiered for any lesse tyme or terme then fat 
one whole yeare in any of the occupacions followinge, that is to 
saye, of Clothyers, wollen cloth weavers, Tuckers, ffullers, Clothe 
workers, sheremen, dyers, hosyers, Tailors, Shoemakers, Tanners, 
Pewterers, Bakers, Brewers, Glovers, Cutlers, Smythes, ffarrors, 
Curryers, Sadlers, Spurryers, Turners, Cappers, hatte makers 
or ffelt makers, Bowyers, ffletchers, arrowe-heade makers, 
Butchers, Cookes, or millers. 

For that men of theis occupacions are (notwithstandinge this 
Acte) hiered by the daye, the weake, the moneth or other tyme 
lesse then a yeare, yt is an occasion that thei do not live in such 
obedience and good order, as beinge hiered by the yeare thei 
would do, And therefore many of theim yf they worke one daye 
or weeke will playe twoe for it, wherby thei do not only earne 
lesse by their lawfull trades then else thei should do, but also 
falle into lewde and excessive expenses and other vices which 
by due hieringe and service thei might well avoide, viz. :— 
hauntinge of ale howses, usinge of unlawfull games, runninge 
and shiftinge from towne to towne, and from countrey to 
countrey, and so growe to such ydlenes, that divers of theim 
can not continewe at their occupacions, but practise to gett their 
livinges by unlawfull games, cosinages, deludinge of mens 
wifes, daughters, and maidens, procuringe theim to whoredome, 
and to pilfer for their maintenaunce, and many tymes thei falle 
to robbinge by the highe wayes, or to other felonyes, And so by 
sundry meanes undo theimselfes and others also, wherof great 
misery and encrease of Roges and vagabounds growethe. 

(16) None shall reteyne or keepe any servaunte, workman or 
laborer contrary to the intent and purporte of the said Statute, 
Nor geve any more or greater wages, then by proclamacion 
shalbe: limited, upon payne that the maister shall forfaite five 
poundes, And the servaunt shall suffer one and twentye days 
imprisonment withoute baile or mayneprice. 
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This braunch towchinge servauntes, conteyneth the payne of. 
the breakinge of the braunch next before, And as towchinge the 
reteyninge of other workmen and laborers that ar not Artificers, 
there is little in theis notes gathered. 

(17) No person shall put awaye his or her servaunte, nor no 
servaunt shall departe or go oute of his or their service before 
thende of his or their terme, onlesse it be for some causes to be 
allowed by twoe Justices of peace. Also no person shall put 
awaye any seryaunt, nor no servaunt shall departe oute of ser- 
vice at thende of his terme, withoute one quarter’s warninge, 
geven before thende of the said terme upon payne that the 
maister, misterys, or dame, in whome defaulte shalbe founde, to 
forfait x ls., And the servaunte in whom defaulte shalbe founde’ to 
be Imprisoned untill he shalbe bounde to serve for wages 
lymited by the Statute and Proclamacion. 

This notwithstandinge, some that have hiered seryauntes for a 
whole yeare, when thei thincke their tourne served, thei will, 
longe before thende of the yeare or withoute any warninge, put 
their servauntes awaye, And so beinge destitute, the servaunte 
that is putt awaye is fayne to sell his apparell to mainteyne 
himselfe ; and beinge once oute of apparell, fewe will after take 
him into service, and so he becometh a Rogge or a vagabound, 
Some will not take the paynes to correct their servauntes for 
their offences, but will putt theim awaye; which is an occasion 
to encrease their stubbernes and lewde condicions, And divers 
will offend because thei would, be putt awaye, But if thei were 
corrected for their offences and forced to continewe in service, 
divers would be reclaymed and brought to honest conversacion 
that continewe stubborne and growe from evill to evill, from 
naught to worse. Some will keepe servauntes in their health and 
putt theim awaye in their sicknes, And therof it cometh that 
a number perish in the streates or for lacke of due cherishinge 
tontinewe in a languishinge sicknes, and so, though in thende 
thei growe sounde in bodye, yett thei fall into ydlenes and evill 
condicions. 

(18) Yf any person receive any servaunte into service before 
he have shewed a testimonyall unto the Constable of the warde 
or other officers in that behalfe appointed, testifyeinge his lawfull 
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departure oute of the place that he came from, he doth forfaite 
five poundes, And the servaunte wantinge such testimonyall 
shalbe Imprisoned, And if he cannot gett such a testimonyall 
within xxj dayes after his Imprisonment, he shalbe whipped as 
a Rogge or vagabounde. 

Yf servauntes could not be received withoute lawfull testi- 
monyalles, then so many would not robbe their maisters, gett 
women with childe, or do some other lewde Acte in hope to 
runne awaye, and be received in another countrey, wheras thei 
or their lewde Actes are not knowen, in which unknown countrey 
they do not for the most parte remayne longe before thei have 
done the like agayne. 

(19) Justices of peace and also every maior and heed officer 
should twice every yeare by all such wayes and meanes, as to 
their wisdomes shalbe thought meete, make a speciall and 
diligent enquiry only of the braunches and articles of the foresaid 
Statute, and of the good execution of the same, And where thei 
founde any faulte, they should see the same seaverly corrected 
and punished, withoute favour affection malice or displeasure 

This is a thinge that is not done in most places, And therefore 
the Statute remayneth utterly unobserved, as if there were no 
such lawe at all. 

(20) Yt is s!lso provided that highe constables maye keepe 
pettye sessions, otherwise called Statute sessions, so as nothinge 
be by them done therin contrary or repugnaunte to the said Acte. 

Yf in defaulte of Justices of peace, this were observed by highe 
constables, so that thei had a skilfull clerke to put such thinges 
as are necessary in writinge, and to put the people in remem- 
beraunce of the same, it would muche helpe towards the 
observacion of the foresaid Acte. 

Thus it appeareth that the neglectinge of the observacion of 
such articles and orders as in the foresaid Statute are made and 
enacted for the good orderinge and government of Artificers 
Apprentices and Servauntes, is a great occasion of the breedinge 
of ydlenes misery and distresse, And so of Rogges, vagaboundes, 
and theives. 

(21) A breife of the commodityes that wille growe by the 
good execution of the Statute of Artificers. 
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The effectualle execution of the said Statute for Artificers wilbe 
a very good meanes and help to advaunce husbandrye, to banish 
ydlenes, to refourme the unadvised rashnes and _licentious 
manners of youthe, to avoide many untimely and discommendable 
marriages, to bring the aged Artificer to a staied state of livinge, 
to yealde unto the hiered person both in the tyme of plentye 
and in the tyme of scarcitye a convenyent proporcion of wages, 
to observe duetie betwene the maister and the servaunte, And so 
wilbe a great occasion, wherby the common wealthe shall not be 
in such sorte burdened, as nowe it is, with lustye beggers, Rogges 
and vagaboundes, wherby thos that are poore and Impotent 
indeede mayebe the better releived and susteyned. 

All Artificers in every towne and place most earnestly wish 
for redresse of theis thinges that thei are decayed by, which 
redresse thei can no wayes enioye, but by the good execution of 
this Statute. 


8. ASSESSMENT OF WAGES BY THE MAYOR AND OTHER JUSTICES 
OF THE PEACE IN THE CITY OF LONDON, 1586. 


[Guildhall Journal, Vol. XXII., f. 49 ff] 


Elizabeth dei gratia Anglie Francie et Hibernie Regina fidei 
defensor etc. Maiori et vicecomittibus Londoniarum Salutem 
vobis precipimus quod statim visis presentibus in singulis locis 
infra civitatem predictam suburbiis et precinctis eiusdem tam 
infra libertates quam extra ubi in eis expedire videritis ex parte 
nostra publice et solempniter proclamari faceatis quandam 
proclamacionem cum quibusdam ratis et ordinacionibus in 
stipendia [sic] Artificum servientum [sic] et laboratorum per 
justiciarios nostros civitatis predicte taxatis et factis quam in 
quibusdam scedulis huic brevi nostro annexis vobis mittimus. 
Mandantes preterea quod imediate post proclamacionem sic ut 
premittitur per vos factam omnes et singulas huiusmodi 
scedulas in separatis distinctis et publicis Locis ut subditis et 
ligeis nostris plenius apparare [sic] poterint in Tabulis et postibus 
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affigi et poni similiter faciatis, Et hoc sub periculo incumbenti 
nullatenus omittatis. 
Teste me ipsa apud wealdhall xxix® die Julii. Anno regni 
nostri xxvijj®. 
Powle. 


The severall rates and Taxacions for wages made and sett 
forth by the iustices of Peace for the cittie of London. 


Wuearz in the parliament holden att Westminster the xij'® 
daie of Januarie in the vte yeare of the reigne of our soveraigne 
Ladye the quenes maiestie it was enacted by the quene our 
soveraigne Ladie the Lordes spirituall and temporall and the 
comons in that parliament assembled that the iustices of Peace 
of everie Shire Ridinge and libertie within the Limittes of their 
severall comissions or the more parte of them, beinge resiant 
within the same, and the Shirife of the countie if he con- 
venientlie might, and everie maior baylif or other hedd officers 

. shoulde by force of the said Acte yeerely after Haster at 
tymes convenient appointed by the same, assemble them selves 
togeather, and cailing before them sutche discreate and grave 
persons of the said countie cittie and towne as they shoulde 
thinke meete and conferringe togeather respectinge the pleyntie 
and scarscetie of the tyme and other circumstances necessary 
to be considered, shoulde by vertue of this Acte within the 
Limits and precincts of their severall comissions Limitt, rate 
and appoint the wages, aswell of sutche and so manie of the 
said Artificers handiecraftesmen, husbandmen, or anie other 
Laborer, servaunt or workeman whose wages in times paste 
hath bein by anie Lawe or statute rated and appointed, as also 
the wages of all other Laborers, Artificers, workemen or ap- 
prentizes of husbandry which have not ben rated, As the 
same Iustices Maiors and head officers within their severall 
comissions or liberties shoulde think meete by their discreassions 
to be rated Limitted or appointed and the same rates and 
taxacions should certefie into the quenes highe court of 
Chauncerie before a certein daie Limited in the Acte. where 
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uppon it should be Lawfull for the Lorde Chauncellor or Lorde 
keeper of the greate Seale of England for the tyme beinge, 
uppon declaracion thereof to hir highnes hir heires or Suc- 
cessors, or to the Lordes and others of hir maiesties Privie 
Councell to cause proclamacions to be printed and sent downe 
into Everie of the said Shires and places conteyninge the 
severall rates appointed by the said Iustices and other head 
officers comaundinge therebie in hir highnes name all persones 
straightly to observe & keepe the same uppon the daunger of 
the punishment & forfaitures Limitted and appointed by the 
same Acte and Statute. 

AND WHERE also it is furthe Enacted by the Aucthoritie 
aforesaid that all manner of person and persones after sutche 
proclamacion made shoude observe and keepe the said Rates 
for wages uppon payne of the forfaitures & penalties conteyned 
in the said Hstatute untill by further order by proclamacion, 
according to the purpose of the same estatute it shouldbe 
otherwise ordered & proclaymed, wherefore the quenes maiestie 
havinge receyved into hir said courte of chauncery amongest 
divers other certificates, from sundry of hir highnes shires 
Citties and Townes one certificate from this hir Cittie of London 
conteyninge the rates for Wages hereafter followinge, made & 
appointed by the Justices of this hir Cittie of London according 
to the Tenor of the same Acte, And mynding to have the same 
rates put in Execucion in all pointes as by the processe of the 
same Acte is provided, like as hir maiestie hath and intendeth 
to doe in all other hir highnes counties and shires & other 
places of libertie within this hir Realme, Therefore hir highnes 
straightlie chardgeth and comaundeth all maner person and 
persones within hir said Cittie of London to keepe and observe 
in all pointes the said rates, Taxacions, orders and Appoint- 
ments for wages hereafter followinge and set forth uppon the 
paynes and forfeitures appointed by the said Hstatute and 
uppon payne of hir highnes displeasure. 

AND FURTHER hir highnes pleasure and expresse commaunde- 
ment is that all Justices of Peace Shirifes & other head 
officers of hir said cittie of London shall see & cause the same 
rates to be Kept in all pointes, And this proclamacion to be used 
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in Everie behalf accordinge to the tenor and Effect of the same 
Acte, And hir Maiesties further pleasure & comaundement 18, 
that if anie question scruple or doubte shall arrise uppon anie 
of the Taxacions or rates for this hir cittie of London hereunder 
mencioned, That then the same shalbe resolved and determyned 
by hir highnes Justices of Peace that did make & ordeyne the 
same taxacions and Rates, And that all persons shall performe 
and keepe the same resolucions orders and determinacions so 
by them to be made and determyned touchinge the same. 


The cittie of London 
To the quenes most excellent maiestie in hir highnes highe 
courte of Chauncerie. 


Sir wolstane Dixie knight Lorde maior of the cittie of 
London Sir Rowland Hayward, Sir Thomas Ramsey, Sir 
Edward Osborne, and Sir Thomas Pullison knightes and Alder- 
men of the said Cittie, and William Fleetwood sergeant at the 
Lawe and recorder of the said Cittie, Justices of your highnes 
peace within the said Cittie and liberties thereof doe signifie and 
declare unto your most excellent Maiestie, that we accordinge 
to the forme true meaninge tenor and effecte of the acte of 
parliament touchinge and concerninge divers orders for artificers, 
Laborers, servaunts of husbandrie, and Apprentices, in the 
parliament holden at [Westminster] in the fifte yeare of your 
highnes most prosperous raigne made and enacted, havinge an 
especiall consideracion and regard unto the high and verie 
chargeable prices of all kinde of victualls, fewell rayment and 
apparrell bothe linnen and wollen and alsoe of howsrente, and 
other especiall and accidentall charges, where with Artificers 
and labourers dwellinge within the said Cittie are verie many 
and sundrie tymes after their powre and substance chardged 
and burthened with the residue of the Cittizens of the said 
Cittie, have rated Limyted and appoynted sutch convenient 
and agreable salarie and wages to continewe for one whole 
yeare for all and everie the artificers labourers and workmen 
resiant workinge or labouringe within the said Cittie and liberties 
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thereof, which are to be rated, limitted and appoynted by reason 
and aucthoritie of the said acte, by the yere weeke and daie 


or otherwise, accordinge to the forme of the said acte. . 


5g Ahan 


rates and certainties of all which wages doe hereafter severallie 
ensue, and are distinctlie expressed and set fourth (that is to 


sale) 


To the best and most skilfull workemen, Journeymen, 
and hired servaunts of any of the Companies hereunder 


named, 


Clothworkers by the yere with meate and drinke 
Fullers by the yere with meate and drinke 
Sheremen by the yere with meate and drinke 
Diers by the yere with meate and drinke 


Taylors hosiers, by the yere with meate and drinke 
Drapers beinge hosiers, by the yere with meate 
and drinke - : : : : 
Shomakers by the yere with meate and drinke 
Pewterers by the yere with meate and drinke 


Whitebakers by the yere with meate and drinke 


Brewers by the yere with meate and drinke . 

The underbrewer by the yere with meate and drinke 
The foredrayman by the yeare with meate and 
drinke . ; : 2 : : : 

The miller by the yere with meate and drinke 

The other drayman by the yere with meate and 
drinke . - : : : : : : 

The Tuneman by the yere with meate and drinke. 


Alebrewers by the yere with meate and drinke 
Sadlers by the yere with meate and drinke 
Turnors by the yere with meate and drinke . 


v lt. 
v lt. 
v lt. 
Vj Ua. xiij s. 


lij 12. vj s. 
viij d. 
ilij Ji. xiij s. 
liij d. 
ali 
y] li. 


Vj a. 

vj le. 

lij 2. vj s. 
viij d. 

iij 2. vj s. 
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Cutlers by the yere with meate and drinke . . dij lvjs: 
viij d. 
Black smythes by the yere with meate and drinke. vj hi. 
Curriers by the yere with meate and drinke . “ vj Xt. 
Bowyers by the yere with meate and drinke . . ly 2. 
Fletchers by the yere with meate and drinke. . ijl. 
Brownebakers by the yere with meate and drinke. ij lt. vj s. 
viij d. 
Farrars by the yere with meate and drinke . 2 iip 4. 
Glovers by the yere with meate and drinke . . lij di. vjs. 
viij d. 
Cappers by the yere with meate and drinke . . ij la. xij s. 
iiij d. 
Hatmakers and feltmakers by the yere with meate iiij Jz. xilj s. 
and drinke . 4 : : ; : : lil] d. 
Butchers by the yere with meate and drinke va 
Cookes by the yere with meate and drinke . . Wile 


To the workemen Journeymen, or hired servauntes of any 
the Companies bereunder named. 


Goldsmythes by the yere with meaté and drinke viij Jz. by the 
weeke iij s, 111] d. by the daie vij d. without meate and drinke by 
the weeke vj s. by the daie xij d. 


weeke iij s. iiij d. by the daie viij d. without meate and drinke 
by the weeke v s. by the daie xiij d. 


the yere viij lz. by the weeke vj s. viij d. by the daie xiij d. 

Girdlers by the yere with meate and drinke iij di. by the weeke 
xv] d. [sic] by the daie iiij d. without meate and drinke by the 
weeke v s. vj d. by the daie x d. : 

Coupers by the yere with meate and drinke iiij li. vj s. viij d. 
by the weeke iij s. iiij d. by the daie viij d. without meate and 
drinke by the yere viij li. xiij s. iiij d. by the weeke vj s. vj d. by 
the daie xiij d. 

Broderers by the yere with meate and drinke vli. by the. 
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weeke iiij s. vj d. by the daie viijd. without meate and drinke 
by the weeke vj s. viij d. by the daie xiij d. 

Plumbers by the yere with meate and drinke iij 2. vj s. viij d. 
by the weeke iij s. iiij d. by the daie vii] d. without meate and 
drinke by the weeke yj s. by the daie xiij d. 

-Waxchaundlers by the yere with meate and drinke iiij s. iiij d. 
[sic] by the weeke ij s. by the daie vj d. without meate and drinke 
by the weeke iiij s. vj d. by the daie xj d. Armourers by the yere 
with meate and drinke iij Ji. vj s. viij d. by the weeke iij s. iiij d. 
by the daie viij d. without meate and drinke by the weeke yj s. 
by the daie xiij d. 

Woolwinders by the yere with meate and drinke iij li. vj s. 
viij d. by the weeke iij s. iiij d. by the daie viij d. without meate 
and drinke by the weeke yj s. by the daie xiij d. his apprentice 
havinge served iij yeres with meate and drinke by the weeke 
ii] s. ilij d. by the daie viij d. without meate and drinke by the 
weeke v s. by the daie x d. 

Tylers with meate and drinke by the weeke iij s. vj d. by the 
daie ix d. without meate and drinke vj s. vj d. by the daie xiij d. 
his apprentice with meate and drinke by the weeke iij s. iiij d. 
by the daie vij d. without meate and drinke by the weeke v s. by 
the daie xj d. 

Masons with meate and drinke by the weeke iij s. iii] d. by the 
daie xj d. without meate and drinke by the weeke vs. by the 
daie xiij d. 

Joyners by the yere with meate and drinke vl. by the weeke 
iiij s. vj d. by the daie ixd. without meate and drinke by the 
weeke vijs. by the day xiiijd. his servaunte by the yere with 
meate and drinke iiij li. by the weeke ijs. by the daie iid. . 
without meate and drinke by the weeke iiij s. by the daie x d. 

Plaisterers with meate and drinke by the daie ix d. without 
meate and drinke by the daie xij d. 

Linnen weavers by the yere with meate and drinke iiij . by 
the daie vj d. without meate and drinke by the daie x d. 

Horners by the yere with meate and drinke iijl. by the 
weeke xx d. 

Glasiers with meate and drinke by the daie ixd. without 
meate and drinke by the daie xiij d. 

vou. I. 24 
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Paviors with meate and drinke by the daie ixd. without 
meate and drinke by the daie xiij d. 

Longe bowstringemakers by the yere with meate and drinke 
iii] li. by the daie viij d. without meate and drinke by the daie 
xij d. 

ae by the yere with meate and drinke v lz. by the daie 
xij d@. without meate and drinke by the daie xvj d. 

Lorimers by the yere with meate and drinke iiij lz. vj s. viij d. 
by the weeke xx d. 

Barbors by the yere with meate and drinke iij li. by the 
weeke xx d. 

Carmen by the weeke with meate and drinke ij s. vj d. 

Watermen by the yere with meate and drinke xls. by the 
weeke xij d. by the daie iiij d. without meate and drinke by the 
weeke iij’s. by the daie vij d. 

Porters with meate and drinke by the daie viij d. without 
meate and drinke by the daie xij d. 

Carpenters with meate and drinke by the weeke iijj s. vj d. 
by the daie ix d. without meate and drinke by the weeke vj s. ij d. 
by the daie xiij d. his apprentice that hath served iij yeres with 
meate and drinke by the weeke iijs. iijd. by the daie vij d. 
without meate and drinke by the weeke vs. by the daie xj d. 

Sawyers with meate and drinke by the weeke iiij s. by the daie 
viij d. without meate and drinke by the weeke vj s. by the daie 
xij d. 

To him that saweth the hundreth with meate and drinke by 
the daie x d. without meate and drinke by the.daie xx d. 

Common Laborers with meate and drinke. by the daie v d. 
without meate and drinke by the daie ix d. 


In wittnes whereof wee the said Justices to these presentes 
our handes and seales have put. Geven at the Guildhall of the 
said Cittie of London the first daie of Julie 1586 in the xxviijth 
yere of the raigne of our Soveraigne Ladie Elizabeth by the 
Grace of God quene of England Fraunce and Ireland defendor 
of the faithe, etc. 


God save the quene. 
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9. RELAXATION OF THE STATUTE OF ARTIFICERS, 1593. 


[Acts of the Privy Council, New Series, Vol. XXIV., pp. 352-53. ] 


A letter to the Maiour and Jurates of the towne of Sandwich. 

There is one Repent Hubbard of that towne whoe (as we are 
given to understand) hathe bene heretofore a man of good sub- 
staunce and habillytie and become very poore by great losses at 
sea and otherwyse, and not being hable to followe his trade 
which before his decaie he did use, havinge (as yt should seeme) 
a very honest care to lyve to maintaine him selfe, his wyfe and 
children hathe betaken him selfe to the occupacion of a baker 
and hath used baking allmoste for these two yeeres, and because 
he was never bownde apprentice to that science he ys threatened 
(as ys alledged unto us) to be sued uppon the statute made in 
the vt yeere of her Majesty’s raigne concernyng apprentices. 
Wee have thought good, consideringe this poor gentleman hath 
an honest intent to lyve by his handy labour and not meanynge 
to chardge or burthen the town with his wyfe or children, to 
praie you to call soche persons before you that have or shall 
have at anie tyme hereafter any purpose to sue him uppon the 
foresaid statute, and to intreate and require them in our names 
that they wilbe contented to tollerate him and not to trouble or 
molest him by course of lawe, but that in respect of his great 
losses he maie be permytted to use the said facultie, whereby he 
may be better hable to maintaine him, his poore wyfe and chil- 
dren. And so not doubtinge but they will shewe them selves 
herein conformable, beinge for so charytable a cause as this ys, 
wee bidd, etc. 


10. DRAFT BILL FIXING MINIMUM RATES FOR SPINNERS AND 
WEAVERS AND RESTRAINING SPECULATION IN YARN, APRIL, 


1593. 
[S.P.D., Eliz., Vol. CCXLIV., No. 128.] 


An Act aswell to avoid deceipts done by Spinners of 
woollen yarhe and weavers of woollen clothes, and to 
a. 24 * 
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increase their wage, as also to reforme the greate abuses 
and oppression done to hir Maiesties good Subiects by 
regrators of woollen yarne, comonly called yarne Choppers 
or Jobbers of yarne. 

Forasmuche as divers lawes and Statutes have been hereto- 
fore ordeyned for the true making of woollen clothes, and divers 
penalties, in some cases of money and in some other cases of 
the clothes themselves, are by the same lawes and Statutes im- 
posed vpon Clothiers by whome multitudes of hir Maiesties 
Subiectes are set to worke and maintained, And that it falleth 
out many times that divers faultes punishable even with the 
losse of their clothes without the Clothiers defaulte are volun- 
tarily comitted by their Spinners and weavers, by the ones de- 
ceiptfull spinning their yarne and by thothers false weaving the 
game into Clothe. And forasmuche as necessitie dothe partly 
enforce them therevnto for lacke of sufficient wage and allowance 
for their workemanship at the handes of the Clothiers, whereby 
to sustaine the poore estate of themselves, their wives and chil- 
dren, At the humble peticione aswell of the said Clothiers as also 
of their said Spinners and weavers, And first for the avoiding of 
all deceiptfull dealing betwene the Clothiers and their Spinners, 
Be it enacted by the Queenes most excellent Maiestie, the Lords 
spirituall and temporall, and the Comons in this presente parlia- 
ment assembled, and by the authoritie of the same, That all wooll 
which after the feast of Haster next shalbe delivered for or by 
any Clothier to any person or persons to be spoon, shalbe de- 
livered by true and lawfull weight, And that all and every suche 
Spinner and Spinners shall deliver againe to or for suche 
Clothier yarne of the same wooll, by the same true and lawfull 
weight (all necessary wast thereof excepted) without concealing 
any parte thereof or deceiptfully putting thereynto any oile, 
water, or other thinge, vpon paine that every Spinner doing the 
contrary shall forfeite foure times the value that suche deceipt 
by any suche Spinner comitted or done shall amounte ynto. 
And to avoide all evill and corrupt dealing between Clothiers 
and their Weavers be it enacted by the authoritie aforesaid that 
all and every weaver and weavers, which after the said feast 
shall have the weaving of any woollen yarne to be webbed into 
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Clothe, shall weave, worke, and put into the webbe for Clothe 
to be made thereof, as muche and all the same yarne, as any 
Clothier, or any other person for or in the behalf of any Clothier, 
shall deliver to the same weaver with his used marke put to 
the same, without chaunging or any parcell thereof leaving out 
of the same webbe, or els shall restore to the same Clothier the 
surplusage of the same yarne, if any shalbe lefte not put into the 
same webbe, without deceiptfully putting of any oile, brine, 
moisture, Sande, dust, or other thing hereunto, upon paine to 
forfeite foure times the value that suche deceipt by any suche 
weaver comitted or done shall amounte unto. And for the 
better relief of all and every the said Spinner and Spinners be it 
further enacted by the authoritie aforesaid, that after the said 
feast all and every Clothier and Clothiers shall pay for the 
spinning of every pound weight of the best warpe three pence, 
of every pound weight of the second warpe two pence halfe- 
penny, of every pounde weight of the worst warpe to be vsed 
in sorting clothes two pence, of every pounde weight of the best 
Abs two pence halfepenny, of every pounde weight of sorting 
Abs two pence, and of every pound weight of single list three 
halfepence, vpon paine to forfeite for every penny that any 
suche Clothier shall withholde or detaine from any Spinner 
contrary to the charitable intent of this statute twelve pence. 
And for the better relief of all and every the said weaver and 
weavers, be it further enacted by the authoritie aforesaid, that 
after the said feast, all and every Clothier and Clothiers shall 
pay for the weaving of every ell contayning three pounde weight 
and 3 quarters at the least in yarne of every broadlisted clothe 
as it shalbe laied upon the Barre, and which shalbe woven in a 
foureteen hundred sley, sixteene pence, for the weaving of every 
ell contayning three pounde weight and 3 quarters in yarne of 
every broade listed clothe as it shalbe laied upon the Barre and 
which shalbe woven in a thirteene hundred sley foureteen 
pence, and for every Beere betweene 13° and 14° xij d., for the 
weaving of every ell contayning three pounde weight and three 
quarters at the least in yarne, of every broadlisted clothe which 
shalbe laied upon the Barre and which shalbe woven in a twelve 
hundred sley Ten pence, and for every Beere betweene 12° and 
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13¢ ij s. for weaving of every ell contayning Three pounde weight 
and an half at the least in yarne of every broadelisted clothe, 
as it shalbe laied vpon the Barre and which shalbe woven in a 
Eleven hundred sley eight pence, and for every Beere betweene 
1l¢ and 12¢ xijd. for weaving of every ell contayning Three 
pounde weight and an half at the least in yarne of every broade- 
listed clothe as it shall be laied vppon the barre and which 
shalbe woven in a Ten hundred sley six pence, and for every 
Beere betweene 10° and 11¢ xij d., for weaving of every Broade- 
listed clothe that: shalbe woven in a sley under a Ten hundred, 
and that shall containe Thirty ells, as it shalbe laied vppon the 
barre Twelve shillinge, for weaving of every broadelisted clothe 
that shalbe woven in a sley under a Ten hundred, and that shall 
containe eight and twenty ells as it shalbe laied vpon the barre 
Ten shillings, for weaving of every narrow listed sorting clothe 
that shalbe woven in a Ten hundred sley ten shillings, for 
weaving of every narrow listed sorting clothe that shalbe woven 
in a Nine hundred sley nine shillings, for weaving of every 
narrow listed sorting Clothe that shalbe woven in an eight 
hundred sley Hight shillings, and for weaving of every Beere 
over and above in any of the said sleys of the said narrow listed 
clothes Three pence, upon paine to forfeite for every penny that 
any Clothier shall withholde or detaine from any weaver con- 
trary to the true intent of this Act, twelve pence. 

And be further enacted by the said authoritie, That, after the 
said feast, no Clothier shall make or cause to be made his or her 
sleys of any lesse bredth then Hleaven quarters and three nailes 
of the yarde in white worke besides the listes, vpon paine to for- 
feite for every suche defalte Ten shillings; And be it further 
enacted by the authoritie aforesaid that after the said feast no 
Clothier shall use any warping barre that shall contayne any 
greater lengthe then three yards from one pinne to another vpon 
paine to forfeite for every suche defaulte Ten shillings. 

[Provisions for enforcement. ] 

And be it further enacted by the authoritie aforesaid, that 
wheresoever any greater wages hathe bene heretofore vsually 
given for spinning any of the sortes of yarne aforesaide, or for 
weaving any the sortes of Clothes aforesaid, that there and in all 
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suche places the same wages or greater shall after the said feast 
be given, without any diminucion thereof, vpon paine that every 
Clothier shall forfeite for every penny that he or she shall so de- 
taine from any Spinner or weaver, contrary to the true intent 
of this Act, twelve pence, any rates or wages before in this Act 
particularly limited & apointed to Spinners and weavers not- 
withstanding. 

[Provisions for enforcement. | 

And forasmuche as divers evill disposed persons, comonly called 
yarne Choppers or Jobbers of woollen yarne, wanting the feare 
of God, and caring onely for their owne private gayne, without 
having any regarde of the maintenance of the comon wealthe, 
using no trade either of making woollen clothes or of any other 
thinge made of woollen yarne, inverting the true intent of the 
statute made in the eight yeare of the reigne of our late Soveraigne 
Lorde Kinge Henry the sixt, among other thinges, especially to 
destroy the falsitie of the Regrators of yarne, called Yarne 
choppers, to their owne malicious purpose doe in every faire and 
market buy up and get into their hands so greate quantities of 
woollen yarne, that the Clothiers and others vsing lawfull trades, 
wherin woollen yarne must needes be occupied, and by which 
trades many thowsandes of hir Majesties poore subiectes are re- 
lieved, are driven for their necessitie sake to buy the same at 
their handes deceiptfully handled, and at suche ynreasonable 
prices as they liste to set vpon the same, whereby the Clothiers 
and. others vsing divers lawfull waies and meanes for the im- 
ployment of woollen yarne are verie greately hindered, and suche 
Drones, idle members, and evill weedes in a common wealthe, by 
suche oppressions maintained and greately enriched : For remedy 
whereof be it ordained established and enacted, by the authoritie 
aforesaid, That no manner of person or persons shall after the 
said feaste of Haster next, buy, bargaine, take or make any 
promise for bargaine or sale of or for any woollen yarne, but 
onely suche person or persons as are knowen to be makers of 
woollen clothe or other thinge made of woollen yarne, or mixed 
with woollen yarne, his or their wife or wifes, or his or their 
children apprentices or servantes inhabiting in his or their 
mansion house or houses, and who shall or may lawfully make 
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of the said woollen yarne any kinde of Clothes, bayes, Knithose, 
arras, Tapistry, Coverletts, or any other thinge or thinges used 
to be made of woollen yarne, or mixed with woollen yarne, upon 
paine of forfeiture of all woollen yarne to be bought, or whereof 
any promise for bargaine or sale thereof sha'be taken or made 
contrary to the true meaning of this Act, in whose hands soever 
any suche woollen yarne shalbe founde, and further to incur all 
the paines and penalties limited to yarne choppers by the said 
act made in the eight yere of kinge Henry the sixt: the moitie 
of all which forfeitures to be to our said soveraigne Lady the 
Queenes most excellent Maiestie hir heires and successors, and 
thother moitie to him or them that shall seise the same or sue 
therefore in any Courte or Courtesof recorde of our said Soveraigne 
Ladie the Queene, hir heires and successors, by accion of debt, Bill, 
plainte, or informacion, in which accions, suites, plaintes, Billes, 
or informacions no wager of law, essoine, or proteccion shalbe 
admitted or allowed. 


11. PRESENTMENTS IN YORKSHIRE UNDER THE STATUTE OF 
ARTIFICERS ETC. (1605-1608). 


[North Riding Quarters Sessions Records, ed. J. C. Atkinson (1884), 
Vol. I., pp. 2, 11, 15, 22, 27, 33, 59, 60, 69, 99, 105, 10€, 121.) 


Thirske, 11- April 1605 [Presented by the Jury], Wilfred 
Fewster of Byland, for retaining in his service Christopher 
Blacke without the licence or certificate of the said Blacke’s 
late master. 

Stokesley, 9 July, 1605, John Turner, late servant to John 
Welles of Heworth, for leaving his service .before his term; 
without cause for it duly assigned before some Justice. Seth 
Stott, constable of Huntingdon, for permitting the said John 
Turner to stay in the said vill, notwithstanding the above 
offence. 

Richmond, 11 July, 1605, William Nelson of Northallerton, 
indicted for using the art and mystery of a glover, applies for 
copy etc. [Bound by Recognizances in £10 to presente his 
Traverse. ] 
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Richmond, 4 Oct., 1605, William Nelson presents himself, 
pleads not guilty, and is acquitted by the jury on the ground 
that he proves, producing Indenture dated 387 Elizabeth, his 
apprenticeship to Anthony Walker of Northallerton, to whom 
he served as apprentice for seven years, in right of which etc. 
He is therefore discharged. 

Thirske, 17 Jan., 1605-1606, John Bulmer of West Cottam, 
husbandman, for hiring servants without recording their names 
and salaries before the Chief Constable, contra formam statuti 
&c.; and also Robert Harrison and William Keldell, both of the 
same, for the like. 

Thirske, 29 April, 1606, Thomas Surr and William Hunter 
of Huton-super-Darwent, labourers, quod usi sunt sive exercu- 
erunt misterium sive artem laniatoris, Anglice butcher's trade, 
not having served any apprenticeship to the same. 

Thomas Hungate of Bulmer, gentleman, for keeping in his 
service without any certificate one Ursula Fitchet, from Martin- 
mas last till now—the said Ursula being a duly contracted and 
hired servant with Thomas Bamburgh of Cramb, and although 
she the said Ursula, being brought on a warrent before Sir 
William Bamburgh, Knt., J.P., owned the contract and was 
ordered to return to her former service. 

Helmesley, 8 Jan., 1606-1607, Robert Smith of Oswaldchurch, 
for hiring at Kirkby Moreside one Giles Aysley, being the hired 
servant of William Wasse of Hasterlie, without the license of the 
said Wasse &c. 

The inhabitants of Thirkleby (Great and Little) for refusing 
to give the names of their servants and and their wages to the 
constables of the said townes or to the Head Constables. The 
inhabitants of Kilbornes, Over and Nether, for the like and for 
giving their servants more wages than the statute doth allow. 

Thomas Gibson, of Easingwold, for reteyning and accepting 
into his service one William Thompson without shewing to 
the Head Officer, Curate or Churchwarden any lawfull testi- 
monial. . 

William Burnett, of Bawsker, for refusing to pay pence for 
entering his servants names. 

Cuthbert Ivyson, of Awdwarke, husbandman, for retaining 
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Tim Johnson, servant, at husbandry for 46 s., contrary to the 
rates assessed by the Justices. 

Thirske, April 14, 1607. Thomas Grange of Hast Harlesey, 
for refusing to give a note of his servants and their wages. 

Malton, Jan. 12,1607. Jaine Kay of Fawdington within the 
Constablery of Bagby, for denying to give the names of her 
servantes, nor ticketts nor rates of her servantes. 

Alice Sharrow, of New Milnes in Seazey parish, for taking 
more wages of William Bell of Rascall than, ete. 

Malton, Jan. 12, 1607. Thomas Wawne of Thorp Rawe, 
yeoman, for giving wages to . . . Rymer his servant, exceeding 
the rate sett downe by the Justices. 

Thomas Cooke of Aiskewe, webster, for trading, having never 
served vii years’ apprentice. .. . 

Robert Pybus of Beedall, for buying barley to malt to sell 
without license, and also useth the trade of malting, he being 
a very young man, unmarried, which is contrary to the Statute. 

Helmesley, July 12, 1608. Robert Richardson of Sawdon, 
carpenter, for useinge that trade, having been but two yeares 
apprentize. 

Francis Storry of Gristropp, carpenter, for retayninge one 
John Milborne and John Palmer as apprentices without 
indenture. 


13. TOLLEY’S CASE (PROCEEDINGS ON APPRENTICESHIP CLAUSES 
OF THE STATUTE OF ARTIFICERS), 1615. 


[Reports of Special Cases Touching Several Customes and Liberties 
of the City of London, Collected by Sir H. Calthrop, Knight, 
sometime Recorder of London (edit. 1670), pp. 9-26.] 


John Tolley having been an Apprentice in London by the 
space of seven years unto a Wool-Packer, after the seven years 
expired, is made a Freeman of London; afterwards he leaveth 
the Trade of a Wool-Packer, and betaketh himself to the Trade 
of an Upholster, and doth exercise that Trade by many years, 
whereupon one Thomas Allen an Informer, doth exhibit an In- 
formation in the Court of the Mayor of London, as well for the 
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King, as for himself, upon the branch of the Statute made in 
the fifth year of the late Queen Elizabeth cap. 4, whereby it is 
enacted, That after the first day of May next ensuing it shall not 
be lawful unto any person or persons, other than such as now do 
lawfully use, or exercise any art, Mystery, or manual occupation, 
to set wp, dc., any such occupation now used or occupied within 
the realm of England or Wales, except he shall have been brought 
up seven years at the least as an Apprentice in manner and form 
aforesaid .. . upon pain that every person willingly offending 
or dong the contrary, shall forfeit and lose for every default fourly 
shillings for every moneth. And he sheweth that John Tolly the 
now Defendant hath exercised the trade of an Upholster by the 
space of fourty moneths, whereas he was never an Apprentice 
to that trade by the space of seven years; contrary unto the 
aforesaid Statute, whereby the said Thomas Allen doth demand 
the forfeiture of eighty pound unto the King and himself, 
whereof he the said Allen doth require the one moyety accord- 
ing to the form of the said Statute. And this Information being 
removed out of the Court of the Mayor of London by Certiorari 
into the Kings Bench, the said John Tolley doth plead a special 
Plea in Bar, shewing, that there is a custome of London which 
hath been used time out of mind of man, That every Citizen and 
Freeman of London, which hath been an Apprentice in London 
unto any trade by the space of seven years, may lawfully and well 
relinquish that trade and exercise any other trade at his will and 
pleasure. And sheweth further, That all the Customes of London 
were confirmed by K,. R. 2 in the Parliament holden in the seventh 
year of his Raign. And averreth, That he had served one in the 
Trade of a Wool-Packer, as an Apprentice, by the space of seven 
years, and that he was a Citizen and Freeman of London, and that 
he did relinquish the trade of a Wool-Packer, and betook himself 
to the trade of an Upholster, as lawful it was for him to do; and 
so he demandeth the Judgment of the Court if this Information 
against him will lie; and upon this Plea in Bar the said Thomas 
Allen doth demur in Law. 
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The Questions in the Case were These. 


1. Whether the custome of relinquishing one Trade, after that 
he hath been an Apprentice by the space of seven years, and 
betaking himself to another Trade, wherein he hath not been an 
Apprentice, be good or no? 

2. Whether it may be taken as a custome or no, or whether it 
shall be said to be the Common Law of the Realm, and so the 
Allegation of it, as a custome, nought ? 

3. Whether the Statute of the Confirmation of the Customes 
of London made in the seventh of Richard 2 as it is pleaded, 
shall be taken to be an Act of Parliament, or only a Confirma- 
tion made by the Letters Pattents of the King in Parliament? 

4. Whether the branch of the Statute of 5 Hlizabeth cap. 4 
being in the Negative, inhibit all men to exercise the trade when 
they have not been Apprentice seven years thereunto, is a Con- 
trolment of the custome of London, which can receive no support 
by the Statute of confirmations? and whether that custom shall 
stand good in opposition of that branch? 

5. Whether the trade of an Upholster be a Trade restrained 
by the Statute of 5 Hlizabeth so as John Tolley may exercise it, 
notwithstanding that he hath not been an Apprentice to it by 
the space of seven years, according to the course of the Common 
Law ? 

6. Whether the Court of the Mayor of London he such a 
Court of Record, as that an Information may be exhibited there ? 

7. Whether a Moyety may be demanded of this Forfeiture by 
the Informer, when as a Proviso in the statute of 5 Hlizabeth 4, 
doth appoint the levying, gathering, and receiving of such For- 
feiture as falls in a City or Town Corporate’ to the Mayor, or 
other head Officers, to the use and maintenance of the same City 
or Town Corporate ? 

As to the first Question, Which is the lawfulness of the cus- 
tome, it was agreed to be good ; for it might have a reasonable 
construction, beginning, and just cause, for the putting of it 
in Execution, insomuch that London being a famous City for 
traffique and commerce, cannot but sometimes have Merchants 
and Tradesmen in it, who by misadventure of Pyrates or Ship- 
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wrack in the Seas, or by conffiscation of their Goods in Forraign 
Countries abroad, or by casualties of Fire, etc., at home, have 
their Estates sunk, whereby they are not able for want of Stock 
and Meanes to continue that course of Merchandizing and Trade 
wherein they have been brought up there being great Stocks 
and sums of money requisite for the continuing of it, whereupon 
they are force’d to leave that course, and betake themselves to 
some other Trade proportionable to that means which they have 
left. And it were lamentable, that when inevitable casualties 
have disabled a man to proceed in that course wherin he was 
brought up, he now should not be permitted to acquire his 
living by any other Trade. Also it may be that the Trade 
whereunto he was an Apprentice requireth great labour and 
strength of body, as the Trade of a Smith, Carpenter, and such 
like, and that through sickness or other disasters befaln him, he 
is become infirm in body, and weak in strength, whereby he is not 
able to use that Trade. Now to debar him of all other Trades, 
which are more befitting his crazy body, were somewhat un- 
reasonable. Wherefore to meet with these inconveniencies, and 
to give incouragement unto the Citizens and Freemen of London, 
this Custome of relinquishing the Trade whereunto they have 
been Apprentices by the space of seven years, and betaking 
themselves into another Trade, hath had a perpetual allowance, 
and being grounded upon so good reason still hath its continu- 
ance, and may not any wayes be called in question for the un- 
reasonableness of it. 

As to the second Question. . . . It was answered and agreed, 
That as this custom was alledged in this information, the alle- 
gation of it was warrantable in the Law, and it may well be 
said to be a custome before the Statute of 5 Elizabeth... . 

_As to the fourth Question. . . . It was resolved that the Cus- 
tome of London was of force, and was not any wayes controuled 
by that branch... . 

As to the Fifth Question. . ... It was agreed and resolved, That 
an Upholster is not a Trade within that Statute. for first, it is 
not a trade that is mentioned in any of the branches of the 
Statute, howsoever in all parts of the Statute there is mention 
made of sixty one several trades and mysteries, And if the Artizans 
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which at that time were Assistants unto the Commitees for the 
expressing of all manner of Trades, had thought that the Trade 
of an Upholster had been such a Trade that required Art and 
Skill for the exercising of it, they would not have failed to make 
mention of it. Secondly, there having been two former Acts of 
Parliament, that is to say, the Statute of 7 Henry 7 cap. 17, and 
5 Edward 6 cap. 23, made concerning Upholsters, it was not 
necessary that mention should be made of it in this Statute, 
and so it shall be intended that there was purposely an omission 
made of an Upholster, because there was sufficient Provision 
made for him formerly. Thirdly, the Trade of an Upholster does 
not require any Art or Skill for the exercising of it, inasmuch as 
he hath all things made to his hand, and it is only to dispose 
them in order after such time as they are brought to him, as 
the Ticks of his Beds he borroweth from a Weaver, the Frames 
of his Beds and Stooles from the Joyners and Turners, his Iron- 
Rods and Nailes from the Smiths, his guilding, and setting forth 
and adorning of his Beds and Stools from the Guilder and 
Painter; and so he is like to “Hsops Bird, which borroweth of 
every Bird a feather, his art resting meerly in the overseeing 
and disposition of such things which other men work, and in 
the putting of feathers into a tick, and sowing them up when 
he hath done, the which one that hath been an Apprentice unto 
it but seven days is able to perform. And the intent of this 
Statute was not to extend unto any other trades, but such as 
required Art and Skill for the managing of them: and, therefore, 
it was adjudged in the Exchequer upon an information against 
one [blank] in the 42 year of the Reign of the late Queen 
Elizabeth that a Coster-monger was not a Trade intended by 
the Statute of 5 Hlizabeth, because his art was in the selling of 
Apples, the which required no skill or experience for the exer- 
cise of it. So an Husbandman, Tankard-bearer, Brickmaker, 
Potter, Miller, and such like Trades, are not within the Statute 
of 5 Elizabeth cap. 4, so as none may exercise them, but such a 
one that hath been an Apprentice by the space of seven years; 
for they are arts which require rather ability of body than skill : 
But a Brewer and Baker are within the Statute, because it con- 
cerneth the health of mens bodies to have good Bread baked 
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and Beer brewed, and so it is fit that they should have skil for 
the exercise of them. 

Fourthly, an Upholster being no such Trade within the 
Statute of 5 Hlizabeth as may compel one to be an Apprentice 
unto him for the space of seven years; for it is not mentioned 
within that branch that concerneth the compelling of men to 
be Apprentices. It is not any such trade as is within that 
branch, which compelleth men to be Apprentices for the space 
of seven years, before such time as they can exercise it; for 
none shall be within the branch that restraineth men to exercise 
their trades, where they have not bin Apprentices by the space 
of seven years; but such as are within that other branch, to 
compel men to be Apprentices unto them by the space of 7 
years. 

As to the sixth Question, which is; whether the Court of the 
Mayor ot London be such a Court of Record, as an information 
may be exhibited in it upon this Statute of the 5 of Hlizabeth 
Cap 4? 

It was answered and resolved, thatit was. For it is expressed 
by precise terms, in one of the last branches of the said 
Statute, that the said Mayor, or other Head-Officers of the 
Cities or Towns Corporate, shall have full power and authority 
to hear and determine all and every olfence and offences, that 
shall be committed or done against this Statute, or against any 
branch thereof... and the Presidents have been alwayes 
accordingly. For in the 44 year of the late Queen Hlizabeth an 
Information was exhibited by one Robinson against Toby, in 
the Mayors Court of London, because he exercised the trade of a 
Cutler, where he had not been an Apprentice by the space of 
seven years, and allowed to be well exhibited. So in the Case 
of one Banister, and Information exhibited in that Court, 
because he had exercised the Trade of a Weaver, where he had 
not been an Apprentice by the space of seven years, was ad- 
mitted good. 

As to the seventh Question. . . . It was answered and re- 
solved, That the Informer might well demand a Moyety. . . . 
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Printed in Great Britain 


TUDOR ECONOMIC 
DOCUMENTS 


Wises three volumes have been reprinted to satisfy a 
long-continued demand. From their first appearance in 
1924. they have been regarded as essential by all interested 
in the great days of Tudor England. The amateur, the 
beginner and the accomplished scholar have all turned to 
them for interest and for knowledge. The editors are the 
recognised authorities on the subjects with which they deal; 
yet their scholarship is handled with the skill which eases 
the path of the student, increasing his interest as well as 


his knowledge. 


Volume one deals with town and country, trade and industry; 
volume two with commerce and shipping, high prices, 
credit, taxation and the poor; volume three with the 
reactions of contemporary thought to the problems of a ~ 
changing society. The richness of the speech of Renaissance 
England enhances the descriptions. The vigour of its approach 

is stimulating in itself. The trilogy provides rich fare for 
all. Its appeal is universal. 


LONGMANS 


